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CHAPTER Vlir. 

JHemberB of the Umoersity in the b^inmn^oftht year 
1 700 — Mode of eupphfing vacant ProfeuorshipB--- 
Puitathn of the College — Professor of Church 
History — Principal Carstares — Laws of the College 
— Plan for the Education of English Dissenters at 
Edinburgh-^Prrfessorship of Law of Nature and 
Nations. 

jtLt the coininenceinei)t of the eighteenth century^ the 
Senatus Academicus of the university of Edinburgh 
consisted of the following persons : Dr Gilbert Rule, 
principal ; George Campbell^ professor of divinity ; 
Alexander Rale^ professor of liebrew ; Aqdii^ M 
sj^ Wimum Law* John Roviri William SodS* profei)!^ 
Voi.IL A 



r' 



% THE IlISTORT OF THE 

sors of philosophy ; Laurence Dundasi humanity ; 
James Gregory, mathematics ; and James Sutherland, 
botany. Robert Henderson was secretary and libra- 
rian ; and Sir Patrick Johnstone, the Lord Provost, 
' claimed, as his successor still does, the right of being 
chancellor and rector. George Mitchell was college 
bailie, who may be considered as vice-chancellor, 
because the duties of that office were assigned to 
him. 

In 1693, each of the four universities received a * 
gift irom' King WHKam of tfhrec hundred pounds 
per annum out of the bishops rents. Those who 
were disaffected to the go vernm ent had been excluded 
at the revolution from the universities. This dona- 
tion, therefore, was a politic measure ; and afforded 
a substantial proof of William's good will towards 
them, and his desire to retaln^nem in hi« service. 
It required*, however, a good deal of solicitation be- 
fore the business was £naUy arraj^ged; and the 
umv^sities found it neceseary to employ one of 
dieir own number to negociate 4;he affair in London. 
SPrtntipal Duplop of Glasgow was unanimously se- 
lected by them for this purpose, as one who, both 
by his zeal for the cause, known abilities, and 
urcfight >of character^ was likdy to promote its pro- 
gress. He had incurred a very coosiderabie expence 
by t^e journey, and gettii^g the grant passed througli 
the proper public offices in London ; but, upcm his 
retur^i t!^iSeot}and| after having spent much time, 
aiid b€[io|^ >4put to a great <leal of trouble, he found 
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some diffi€ii1t3fi> in -being reimbursed. The claim 
which he pveisented waM|ps teemed to be too high; 
and sw^ral of the universities were not cflspbsed to' 
comply t^ilh his demands. In the meantime, before 
this mat tier was adjustedi the priiicipal died; but his 
son repeated the demand; which occasioned the 
patrons to adopt the following resolution,^ upon i2th^ 
June 1700* " The Council taking to their consider- 
ation, that the deceased Mr William Dunlop, princi- 
pal of the. college of Glasgow, was at considerable 
]>ains and' expences in procuring from his Majesty 
the gift of tW«lve hundred pounds sterling yearly, 
out of the bishops rents, to the use of the four uni« 
versities of this kingdom, the siim of three hundred' 
pounds sterling was, by the said gift, granted to the 
university of this ci^y and that the said Mr William 
Dunlop did, whil^R life, and now Mr Alexander 
Dunlop, his son, do<;s claim a certain sum of money 
from the good town, as their part of the expences 
depurst by the said defunct in obtaining the said gift ; 
the Council grant him one hundred pounds ster* 
lirig.*'^ ^^ 

In the course of a few months, Mr John Row, one 
of the professors of philosophy, died. The patrons 
formed the resolution of supplying the vacancy with 
a person fully qualified ; and that, in order to secure 
this, it should be settled by a comparative trial. The 
manner of proceeding, in such cases, b not generally 
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tlDiown ; and as it is intimately connected with the 
hi$tory of the university, aad as, on this occasion, th^ 
different steps are detailea at much greater length 
than those of any other which I have had an oppor- 
tunity of examining, I have introduced the narrative 
in this place, as it cannot fail to be esteemed as 
curious by the reader. 

" Edinburgh, 7th October I7OO. 
'^The G)uncii, considering that there is a vacancy^ 
of a profession of philosophy in the college of thia^ti^ 
burgh, through the decease of Mr John Row, late 
professor of philosophy there ; and the Council being 
resolved to have the said office filled up with a well 
qualified person for teaching of philosophy : There- 
fore, they appoint a public dispute to be made in the 
s^id college for the said office. Jn order whereunto, 
they ordain programs, in the Ininary form, to be 
affixed upon the college, public places, and avenues 
of this city, and other colleges and universities of this 
kingdom, inviting all qualified persons to come and 
list themselves against the ISth of November next, 
in order to dispute for the said office ; and recom- 
mend to Bailie Rule and Bailie Ferguson to cause 
draw the said program, and dispatch the same with 
a)l possible diligence. 

«Q. F. Fq; S, 

^' Senatus Edinensb Academic parens et auctor hoc 
programmate monitos vult, philosophise et literarum 
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Graecarum studiosos, professoris philosofihiae Gatlie- 
dram in Academia sua nunc vacuam, dignissimo cut* 
que, et hisce literis instructissimoi ingenii et erudi* 
tionis praemium patere. 

^' Quapropter quisquis erudiendae juventutis Acade* 
micas provinciam baud aspernatuFi hunc, proborum 
testimonio ornatum adesse jubet pridie idus IXbris, 
ut auditorio superiore nomen apud judices profiteatur^ 
simulque de tbemate prsBscribendo audiat; Certus 
nihil cujusquam gratiae aut fautoribus tribuendnnii 
nee nisi virtutis et meriti in ferendis suiFragiis ra- 
tionem liabendam. 

" nth November 1700. 

^* The which day, compeared, upon the invitation 
of the program for a dispute for the vacancy of Mr 
John Row, late regnty his office, the persons follow* 
ing, and listed themselves for the said dispute. Mr 
William Hog, son to the deceased William Hog^ 
merchant burgess of* Edinburgh, and produced tes* 
tificates of his behaviour and qualifications. Mr 
Charles Erskirie, brother-german to the laird of Aloa^ 
and produced testificates of his behaviour and quali* 
fications. Kenneth Campbell, servant to the Earl of 
Argyle, and John Beaton, servant to the laird of 
CuUoden, junior, who produced no testificates. There* 
after the council allowed Mr Campbell and Mr 
Beaton to give in the testificates against Fridiiy next, 
at twelve of the clock, with certification, not to be 
allowed to dispute, if ^they fail ; and, because the 
counsel have good reason to suspect that other per* 
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sons will yet list tbemseltas, therefore, they allow 
any persons to list themselves^ and give in their 
testificates^ betwixt and the said diet : And appoint 
Bailie Clark, Dr Gilbert Rule, principal, Mr William 
Crichton, convener, as a committee to examine these 
testificates. 

^^ The candidates having drawn lots for the subject 
matter of their dispute, the lots fell as follows, viz* 
No, 5, De Moiu, to Mr John Beaton. No. 6, De 
Prima Moralitatis Regula^ to Mr William Hog. No. 
8, De Materia Divisibilitate, to Mr Charles Erskine. 
No. 9, De Brutorum Perceptione^ to Mr Kenneth 
Campbell. Thereafter the candidates were enjoined 
to be ready to make a short e:xposit upon an ode of 
Pindar, prescribed by the principal, against this day 
eight days, for a tryal of their Jknowledge in the 
Greek; and the council appointed Thursday there- 
after for the public dispute." 

The public disputation was held in tlie college, 
in presl^nce of the. principal and all the professors, 
and five of the ministers of Edinburgh. No remarks 
are made respecting the comparative qualifications of 
the candidates* But undoubtedly a difference of 
/opinion had existed among the judges, because no 
election took place until the subsequent February. 
Upon tlie 28th of that month, " Mr Charles Erskine, 
who was elected a r^nt of philosophy in the col- 
lege of Edinburgh, on the S(Stfb| compearing, accept- 
ing his office, made faith dt jfideU admimtratione, 
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and took the oath of allegiance, and signed the same^ 
with the assurance ; ami ifae council appoints hint to* 
take up the bajan olass^ and teach the slnif , for this 
year^ a month after the ordinary time of the rising 
of that class.*** 

It is well known that p«bUc disputations had be* 
come very common from the first introduction ti the 
school philosophy ; and, in a short time, a faculty for 
disputation was considered as the great criterioni by 
which a man's talents, and his profi^ciency in know- 
ledge, were to be ascertained. A form similar to this 
is still retained in many universities; The publicity 
which was given to the program, marks peculiarly 
the custom of the times. It was not only to be af- 
fixed upon the college, but also upon the public 
places and avenues of the city, and other colleges 
and universities of the kingdom. These were the 
only methods by which it could be made public. 
The Edinburgh Gazette was the only newspaper 
which was published in Edinbui^h at this time, and 
that but twice in the week, upon Monday and 
Thursday, and was contained in a single, leaf pf 
small paper. There is not the least intimation girea 
in this newspaper that a regent was then wanted ia 
the university of Edinburgh ; whicli clearly ascer^i 
tains that its circulation was very confined. But 
the program also shews the general good under- 

* Cottn<^ RegisU voK xxxvi. p. 66 1-*674, &c. — A more particubi:, 
account shall be given of N^r Erskine in tbts sec^uel,; who^ In psocei^ 
of time, was advanced to the higlf office of Lord Justice^^lIerJu . 
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standing that prevailed among the universities of 
S<k>tland ; and it ought not to be omitted, that the 
patrons of the university maniferted their disinter'^ 
estedness and areal for its prospc^rity, When the alumni 
of other colleges were invited to become candidates. 
The subjects for disputation were such as are general* 
ly to be found in the theses proposed to graduates* 
It was unnecessary to examine critically the candi-* 
dates in regard to their knowledge of the Latin 
languagCi because the exposition of the ode of Pin- 
dar was in Latin, and also the disputations. The 
comparative trial, therefore, coqnmenced with the 
Gfreekf 

Professor Campbell, of the divinity chair, died in 
the autumn of 1701,* and was succeeded by Mr 
George Meldrum, minister of theTron Church, Edin- 
burgh. Being a person of great diihdence, he slo 
cepted of the office with a considerable degree of re- 
luctance ; but the general esteem in which his talents 
were held, the known probity of his character^ and 
his popularity as a preacher, induced the patrons to 
urge him to accept of it. He at last consented to 
make trial of it for one year, upon the express con^ 
dition, that if he felt the additional duty incompati- 
ble with the faithful discbarge of his functions as a, 
patbh minister, he should be at liberty to give in his 

* Bir Camp^ll appears lo have died id poor circumstances. ' The 
patrons generously piiesented his widow with L.5O9 his ton Colin 
Mth L.S5, and his dau^ters Agnes and Mary with U^5 each^-^ 
Pounc Be^^ yoU xipLirii. p« 159. 
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resignation. The councili however, rather than dis- 
pense with his services (for he was resolved to retdn 
bis situation as one of the ministers of Edinburgh)^ 
offered him an assistant, who should perform the 
more laborious part of his parochial duty, such at 
catechising, and ministerially visiting his flock ; with 
which he at last complied. 

The business of the university had proceeded verjr 
agreeably, fh)m the year I690, when Doctors Monro 
and Strachan were expelled. The most rigorous 
aieasures were resorted to, to compel all tlie profes- 
sors to acknowledge the government of William and 
Mary, and not only the expediency, but the justice, 
ef those steps upon which the revolution settlement 
was founded. The ruling party seem to have ao^ 
co'mplished what they aimed at ; because the utmost 
harmony prevailed within the walls of the college* 
The nation at large, however, were very much divided 
in their political sentiments on this subject: and per- 
haps no question was ever discussed in this country 
with more keenness, or in which the passions of men 
were more exasperated. From being originally a poli* 
tical question, by degrees it became a religious con* 
troversy ; and recriminations of a very disagreeable 
nature were mutually exchanged. The principal, Dr 
Rule,' who has been mentioned above, had entered 
warmly, and at great length, upon the defence of the 
divine right of presbytery ; and he and his predeces- 
sor seem td have carried on a mixed warfare, which 
frequently degenerated into personalities* 
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Mf Oeorge Meldrum^ professor of divinityi had 
attempted a vindication of the national churchy as by 
law established ; which gave great offence to the 
episcopalian party, and was the cause of giving him 
afterwards a considerable degree of uneasiness. If 
we are to judge from this discourse, he appears to 
have been a man of a mild disposition, of great mo* 
desty, and exceedingly adverse to disputation. But 
he had unfortunately introduced the common topic 
of the times ; and he speedily received a formal an- 
swer, written in a very high tone. This was indeed 
the general character of the treatises published by the 
advocates for episcopacy duripg thjM^troublous pe- 
riod. They derived confidence from their connex- 
ion with the Church of England. They looked for- 
ward for assistance from that quarter ; and as they 
certainly received encouragement, particularly from 

the High Church party, they assumed a superio- 
rity to which they were not entitled ; Not a supe- 
riority of literary acquirements or of talent, but a 
presumption that the defence which tHey made was 
irresistible ; because they imagined that they could 
prove a regular succession, upon which they rested 
the whole controversy. The sermon was preached 
before the commissioner, the Duke of Queensberry, 
upon l6th May 1703, from Psalm 122. 6, and was 
on peace. Towards the conclusion, however, he 
explained his sentiments very plainly, concerning 
the evil consequences of patronage, and the dan- 
ger of extending toleration too far. He entertained 
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seatiments which were espotraed by both parties ; and 
the answerer is more itatolerant than Mr Meldrunu 
He discharged the duties of professor of divinity with 
credit to himself^ and much to the satisfaction of the 
public, until spring 1709, when he died.* 

Two days after Mr Meld rum's election, Mr Alex* 
aoder Rule^ who had been appointed to the profes- 
sion of Hebrew in 1694, gave in his demission to* 
the council, ** as he was resolved to follow .another 
course of life, and for other weighty considerations.'* 
It was at tVe request of the council that Mr Rule 
demitted ; but no reason is assigned. His resignation 
was accepted ; but of his future history I am igno- 
rant. 

Mr David Ogilvie and Mr John Goodale became 
candidatea> %r the office. It is probable that Mr 
Rule had consented to teach the class during the 
session, because public intimation of the vacancy was 
not given until the subsequent August. Four minis- 
ters of the city were appointed to examine their 
'^ quali6cations for the profession of the 'Hebrew 
language, and to give them a chapter of the Bible 
for the subject of their examination, which they are 
to give an account of to the said examinators, with* 
in twenty-four hours after the same is present^ to 
them, and what farther their examinators shall think 
fit to put them to, in order to know their qualifica- 
tions^ whether they be fit for teaching oitnot ; and to 

* Counc. Rcgi9t. vol. 4Hk p* 17* 
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report their opinion thereanent against Wednesday 
ncxt.*^ The council were evidently anxious to have 
the place supplied, when they only allowed a week 
to the examiuators to give in their report; and yet^ 
from causes now unknowny the professorship continu- 
ed vacant for nearly three months. There seems to 
be little reason to doubt that neither of the candi* 
dates were found qualified, and that tlie examinators 
felt great difficulty in recommending either to the 
patrons. In order to incite others to become conv- 
petitors^ the following resolution, waa ad<$pted upon 
8th October 1 702. *' The council, considering that 
there is no fund or mortification in the college of 
Edinburgh ftr maintaining a professor of the orien- 
tal languages, especially the Hebrew language, and 
considering how necessary it is for the aikancing of 
learning that there be a professor there for teaching 
of the said languages; Therefore, the council de- 
clares they will allow to any person that shall be 
found capable to teach the oriental languages, espe- 
cially the Hebrew language, five hundred merks of 
yearly salary for his management; which the council 
hereby appoints to be paid to him quarterly by the 
present and succeeding college treasurer«f 

Tip salary was no great temptation, being only 
about twenty «seven pounds sterling : So that it is 
not surprising that none better qualified than the 
two already inentioned came forward. As the bust* 
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iiess of the comge had ijd^dy commenced, it was 
found vecessary to. appoint some one to peiform the 
duties of the office. Mr Goodale was therefore 
elected in November ; and continued in that chair 
for about seventeen years. In consequence of his 
numerous family, he received one hundred merks of 
* addition to his income, in the course of the year 
subsequent to his appointment.* 

Oriental literature was then in the lowest state 
of degradation. The celebrated John Reuchlin, or, 
according to the fashion of the times, as he chose to 
call himself, Capnio, had, about the commencement 
of the sixteenth century, acquired some knowledge 
of the Hebrew language from the Jewish rabbin's, 
whilst he studied at Rome. Upon returning to his 
native country, he exerted himself most strenuously ^jk 
in disseminating a knowledge of it through Germany ; iff- 
and it was through his endeavours, and those of his 
pupils, that we possess the early translatujliis of the ^ 
Old Testament from the original, at the tiq^ and im* 
nediately subsequent to the reformation. For many 
centuries the christians were entirely excluded from 
procuring any access to the knowledge of Hebrew. 
In the tliirteenth century, it was difficult to find as 
many doctors as were sufficient to condemn the tfrors 
and blasphemies contained in the Jewish commentary^ 

• Hb piedeoesBon were allowed six handled meriu. It ott^^t to 
be obflcrvedy that this was entirely gratuitous, as the patrons had Qo 
funds appropriated for the support of this professorship* 
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called the TWmffif ; and^ id short^^t wag not till 
1455, that Hebrew was taught privatelyi under 
the patronage of the university of ParU. At last, 
tJiat great patron of learningi Francis I. founded a 
profi^sorship of Hebrew, and another of Greek/ in 
the same seminary, in 1530; which became the 
cause of those languages being more generally * 
studied. The two Buxtorffs were most indefati« 
gable in cultivating oriental learning; and they 
succeeded wonderfully in inspiring a taste for such 
kind of studies, both in consequence of their popula-* 
rity as professors, and the numerous works which 
they published being dispersed throughout Europe. 
The labours of these men made a most powerful im« 
pression on the theologians of Holland : So that Erpe- 
niuSjGolius, Leusden, and other very eminent oriental- 
ists, are to be considered as having issued from their 
school. The universities of Leyden and Utrecht 
were the^greal places of resort for students who had 
formed a'^^aste for Hebrew literature. It has been 
9(ientioned, in the former volume, p. 800, 381, that thtf 
patrons had invited, at different titnes, two Jews to 
give instruetions in the Hebrew language ; but their 
endeavoui's were never attended with success ; and, 
consequently, in a short time, the study of it was 
not only neglected, but, for a good many years, 
there was no professor in Edinburgh. The ministers 
of the city, therefore, in 1694, recommended the ap- 
pointment of Mr Alexander Rule. 
The great barrier in the way of making progress 
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in the acquisitibn of the Hebrew tongue, and ren- 
dering the study of it more general, was the practice 
of teaching it with the incumbrance of the Masore- 
tic punctuation. The principles of sound criticism 
had never been applied to Hebrew literature. The 
genius of the revivers of learning was almost ex* 
clusively exercised upon the Greek . and Roman 
classics; and, independently of every other consi- 
deration, the structure of the oriental languagesi 
their idioms, &c. are so different from those of the 
Greeks or Romans, that it nee<l not excite surprise, 
if the study of that kind of learning appeared to be 
uninviting, and even excited disgust. Besides, the 
canons of Hebrew criticism^ laid down by tlH|pwish 
doctors, were acquiesced in as of the mos^sacred 
authority, whose foundation was not to be examined^ 
but implicit reiiance to be placed upon them. Hence^ 
the authority of these critics assumed so formidable 
an aspect, that it was esteemed a gross violation of 
propriety to call in question what they sanctioned ; 
and even the crime of corrupting the sacred text 
was imputA to those who exercised the right of ex^ 
amining for themselves. 

In the course of the subsequent year (1703), some 
unpleasant altercation took place between the patrons 
and the professors of the university. The constitu* 
tion of the college being entirely different from that 
of any other in Scotland, and the power of the 
Town-Gouncil of Edinburgh over its internal econo^ 
my being so great, could hardly fail to be viewed 
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with ao invidious eye by such regents as cherished 
«tfaer causes of dissatisfaction, and were fond of exer- 
cising authority. When the legal power of the Towb« 
Council to interfere with the busine^ of the college 
is considered, it will appear astonishing that so little 
dissension prevailed. The magistrates had found it 
necessary to assert their authority only twice or 
thrice since the foundation; and these temporary 
nisunderstandings arose chiefly from the political 
circumstances of the times, when all classes of men 
in Scotland were so much divided. If the principal, 
Dr Rule, was not dead when this dispute commen- 
ced, he was so very ill, that he could not attend any 
.in the college; otherwise, in all likelihood, 
oversy would never have been agitated. 
Upon SOtb January 1703, all the professors met 
in the college, as an independent faculty, and adopt- 
ed the following resolution : — " The faculty of phi- 
losophy within the city of Edinburgh, taking to 
their consideration the reasons offered by Mr Scott 
why his magistrand class should be privately gra- 
<iuated, and being fully satisfied with llie same, do 
unanimously, according to their undoubted righ^ 
contained in the charter of erection, and their con- 
stant and uninterrupted custom in such cases, appoint 
the said class to be laureated privately, upon the last 
Tuesday of April next, being the tweiity-seventh day 
of the said month. Signed, by order, and in presence 
of the faculty, by Rob£Rt Henderson, clerk."* 

* College Records. 
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This minute occasioned the Lord Provost to pro- 
pose a visitation of the college ; which was accord* 
ingly held in the library, upon 15th February 1703* 
The following is a copy of the result of their delibe- 
rations. 

" Present, the Lord Provost^ Magiistrat^s, and 
Council, the Lord Advocate and Sir Gilbert £lIiot| 
Assessors,* and eight Ministers of the city. 

" The masters of the college being called for, com- 
peared Messrs George Meldrum, Andrew Massiei 
W^ Law, W. Scott, C. Erskine, L. Dundas, J# Gre- 
gory, J. Goodale, and • • • • Gumming. 

" Tlie Lord Provost ordered the laws given by 
the Council of Edinburgh, December l628, to be 
read ;t and that paragraph of the laws anent the 
visitations of the college was read accordingly : 
Thereafter, the act of the Town-Council 1663, anent 
the visitations of the college, read. The Lord Provost 
told the Council he had seen an unwarrantable act 
of the masters of the college, d%x. professors of philo- 
sophy, humanity, mathe^natics, and church history, 
wherein they assert themselves a faculty, empowered 
by a charter of erection, and appointed Mr W. 

* These assessors were Sir James Stuart, Bart* and the^r«( Lord 
Minto, for there were two Lords of Session of this title, and of the 
same name. The person mentioned in the text was advanced to the 
bendi 28th June 1705. His son was not appointed a Lord of Session 
till 4th June * 1 7316.— Lord Hailes* Cat>il. . 

t These laws are inserted at fnll length in the Appendix* 

Vol. II. B 
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Scott*s magistrand class to be privately graduated 
this year ; and desired the pretended act to be read. 
Thereafter, the Lord Advocate desired the reading 
of the act might be deferred at that time, because 
his Lordship had conferred with the masters, and 
found that they were willing to pass from that act, 
and take up any protest taken anent electing a com** 
missioner for the college to the general assembly ; 
and that the masters would apply to the magistrates, 
their patrons, to know the time, place, way, and 
manner how the lanreation should be made this 
year : And that his Lordship would wait upon any 
Committee of the Council, and make such overtures 
as might regulate such matters in time coming, to 
the honour of the Council, as patrons, and advantage 
of the masters, with their due dependence upon the 
Council. Thereafter, Bailie Blackwood answered, 
that he was very well pleased with what my Lord 
Advocate had proposed; but that he judged the Coun- 
cil would not be satisfied with the masters simple pas- 
sing from the pretended act of their pretended faculty, 
unless it were passed from, as an act wanting all 
manner of foundation. Therefore, my Lord Provost 
asked Dean of Guild Brown's opinion ; who agreed 
also to the overture made by my Lord Advocate; 
but desired that the masters may be interrogated if 
they themselves agreed to it. Upon which, my Lord 
Prx)vost asked them all separately ; to Which the 
masters gave their consent severally ; and my Lord 
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Adrocate did undertakej«to extend the matter in 
writing.'' * 

Meanwhile, the patrons were determined to assert 
their right in the most positive manner i and, instead 
of relinquishing, to take the earliest opportunity of 
vindicating what they conceived to be their most 
unalienable privilege as patrons of the university. 
Upon the 5th of May, therefore, they " ordered Mr 
William Scott his magistrand class to be publicly 
graduated in the public hall of the college upon the 
first Tuesday of May next ;" and this they appear to 
have done without consulting Mr Scott or any mem- 
ber of the Senatus Acadamcus. This positive ap* 
pointment produce^ a petition from Mr Scott^ 
presented to the Council upon the twelfth of the 
same month (so that he had not complied with their 
express command), which '^ was attested by the 
rest of the professors of philosophy, representing 
several reasons and insupportable difficulties why 
there could not be a public laureation for the present i* 
yean Whereupon the Council did permit and allow 
the laureation to be private, pro hac vice^ with sundry 
other instructions." 

Besides, *' the Council discharge and prohibit the 
r^ents, upon tfaetr peril, to graduate any in time 
coming, but such who take out ^ certificate or diplo- 
ma with th(& towa's seal, and poor scholars to have 
it gratis ; and order that all certificates make honour* 

c S 
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able mention of the Magistrates and Council of 
Edinburgh !» patrons of the college."* 

Mr Scot« attempt to encroach upon the acknow- 
ledged privileged of the patrons was indecent; and 
the means which were employed were not the most 
judicious, nor calculated to be of advantage to him- 
self, or promote the prosperity of the university* 
All the other professors (excepting Mr Meldrum and 
Mr Goodale, who had no interest in the matter, be- 
cause such students as intended to graduate had 
done so previously to their entering the divinity-hall 
or the Hebrew class) were equally bliameable for 
being too precipitate in assuming a power which 
they were certain would be disputed. It must be 
admitted, that several reasons cjoncurred at that time 
to render it more agreeable tb'^tne regents that the 
graduations should be private. There was no com- 
pulsory statute of the university which rendered it 
necessary, or by which a student pledged himself to 
become a candidate for any academical degree. This 
It was entirely left to his own choice. The regular 
stated time was at the end of the session, when a 
great many of the students had become so impatient 
to repair to their friends, that they generally left the 
university two or three weeks before its conclusion. 
From the poverty of the country, others were either 
unwilling or unable to afford the small expence of 
taking out a diploma ; and how generous soever the 

* Counc. Regist. vol. xxxvii. p. 422. 
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magistrates might b^ in aHowing no cliarge to be 
made on poor scholars, yet the acceptance of the 
gratuity was esteemed as so degrading^ and lowered 
the student so much in the opinion of his. comrades, 
that it was with difficulty any could be prevailed 
upon to accept of it. The consequence was, that 
few applied for the degree of master of arts, — the 
public bad become remiss in their attendance on the 
ceremony, — the vanity of the teacher of the magis* 
trand class was hurt,-— and his popularity as a pro* 
fessor materially impaired. 

I am inclined to think that no further altercation 
took place at this time upon the subject of gradua- 
tion; but whether this was the case or not, or that 
the Lord Advocate had neglected to extend the 
minute, or that the patrons judged it proper agaia 
to assert their superiority over the university at the 
commencement of the session, the substance of the 
resolutions already mentioned was again made 
public upon the lith October, to which was an- 
nexed an abbreviate of the acts respecting the col- 
lege, which had been read in the presence of the 
Council, on 3d September preceding,* which was 
the last step taken in the business. 

The professors had also protested against the man- 
ner in which a commissioner to the general assembly 
was elected* They claimed a power to ' themselves, 
separately from the Magistrates and Town Council , 

* FiJ. Appendix, No. I. 
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to chuse their representative. This innovation, how* 
ever, was resisted ; and they felt themselves under 
the necessity of submitting at this time to the de- 
termination of the patrons ; so that the Senatus Aca^ 
dendcta^ in conjunction with the Town-Council, 
continued as formerly to make choice of a member 
to the assembly* There is no precedent, however, 
from which it can be proved that they were at 
liberty to elect any besides the principal or one of 
the professors. 

This temporary misunderstanding being rectified, 
the visitors proceeded to investigate the state of the 
museum, which contained what they called " the 
Rarities belonging to the College ;** and, to do this 
the more effectually, they appointed a committee for 
the^ (b^press purpose* Upon 19th May, " Bailie Linn 
reported from the committee, appointed by the coun^ 
cil to take inspection of the rarities purchased by the 
town, and given by the college, now standing in 
the high common hall. They find that there are 
four presses, whereof two large ones, one in the 
east side of the hall, another on the west side, both 
open with one key, with an inscription on that press 
on the 6ast side, '' Senatores populusque Edinenm 
Academiae Par em et FautorJ** As also another press \ 
on the west side of the hall, with Dr Sibbald's name 
lipon it, having put some fossils, vegetables, and**^ 
animals therein, whereof he keeps the key, and pro- 
mises to fill it up. One press within the wall on 
the east side, wherein there are severs^l manuscripts^ 
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some raritiesi sent w^ the keeper of the rarities 
of Oxford in compliment to the museum, and 
some also given by Mr Paterson, the present keep* 
er. The committee inquiring if the keeper had 
any catalogue or inventory of the rarities, told them 
be never received any, but had composed one by 
himself; by which they were necessitated to receive 
the rarities as they lay in several presses, which the 
committee saw, conform to the catalogue given in ; 
and, by the wideness of the wires of each press, stu« 
dents and others coming to see them, by putting in 
tlieir fingers into the holes, did disorder, and possibly 
might embezzle some of them : Particularly, there was 
wanting a coraline substance growing upon a piece 
of silver much like a Spanish Cob. To remedy this, 
it is the committee's opinion that the wires should 
be made more close. Likeas, there are two cabinets 
and chests of drawers, whereof one contains the 
nuUeria medicct^ in thfee drawers; every drawer is 
divided in fifty divisions. They are almost full. The 
other cabinet the keeper told the committee he never 
saw it opened, and knows not what is in it ; and 
the committee, wanting the key, had no access 
to it. The committee having^ seen these rarities, 
and having seen the condition they are in, finds 
it needful that one should be appointed by the coun* 
oil to take the inspection of them, the present keeper 
having demitted* It was the committee's opinion, 
that seeing there are several presses of books and 
maps, taliduces, speaking trumpet, and mathematical 
instruments, lying loose in the upper hall, pertaining 
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to the college, and under thelRiarge of Mr Hender-^ 
son, bibliothecariusi it was more convenient that he 
should be appointed, if the council think fit, to take 
care of the rarities; it being very inconvenient that 
two persons in one house, having two distinct charges^ 
should have access by two several keys to come and 
go as they please ; and that if the said Mr Hender- 
son shall be appointed, that he also be ordaine<l to 
make two paper books, to insert the catalogues there-* 
in ; the ope to be given in to the council, and the 
other to remain with himself, that whatever addi- 
tional rarities comciin, he may fill up both the books 
every year. It is also the committee's opinion, that 
the rarities purchased in the time of Mr Henderson's 
father, such as the woman's horn set in silver, and 
the skeleton, &c« be registrated in the catalogue by 
themselves, and all the mathematical instruments, 
pictures, 8cc. as the report under the hands of the 
committee bears." * The council also gave orders to 
break open the chest of drawers, and also discovered 
a parcel of atheistical books, which the late principal, 
Dr Gilbert Rule, had caused to sequestrate from 
the others, and had given the key to Mr Massie, the 
senior regent. These were delivered to the librarian, 
with injunctions that none of them should be given 
out without an order from the council. 

No professor had ever been admitted a member of 
\]xc Senatus Academicus, without being appointed by 

f pounc. Rcgjst. vol. ^xxvii. p^ 485, 
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the Town-Council. A Mr Cumming, however, had 
possessed sufficient interest with government to 
procure the institution of a professorship of ecclesias* 
tical history, independently o£. the magistrates, and 
founded by the crown. This seems to have happen- 
ed some time in 170S, because both he and Dupont, 
the French minister within the college,* qualified 
before the magistrates, along with the. professors, on 
10th November of that year. The patrons were 
now placed in an awkward situation. They had the 

* Upon the revocation of the edict of Nants, in l6S5, a small 
colony of French protestants emigrated from Picardy to Scotland, 
and first introduced the manufacture of silk and cambric into this 
country. Another party of refugees from Bourdtaux settled within 
libout three miles south of Edinburgh | and the village is still vul- 
garly called Burdt/ house. Both of these were accommodated with 
houses built by the town of Edinburgh, which was called Picardy, 
at the Imd of Leith Walk. The Council' also gave them the privi- 
lege of assembling for public worship in the lower common hall of 
the college. Some persons, still living, n member when they regu- 
larly met for this purpose ; and the whole service was conducted in 
the French language. In the course of little more than two genera- 
tions, the knowledge of French was lost, and the practice consequent- 
ly discontinued. In the year l69h King William granted to the 
town of Edinburgh a duty, of two pennies upon the pint of ale, for 
a certain number of years. By this act of parliament, the town was 
burdened with the sum of 2000 merks yearly, for the benefit of the 
ministers of the French congregation. Upon the death of one of the 
clergymen, the magistrates agreed to give the survivor 1500, the 
widow of his former colleague 200, and 300 merks to the pre- 
centor, who, in 1713, was a student of divinity from Franequer, iq 
Friesland^ provided he would assist the Greek professor in teaching 
bis students, — Counc, Rcgiit, vol. xlit p. 73^ 



26 THE UlSTORV OF tHE 

power of preventing any subject from endowing a 
professorship in their university without their con-* 
currence. fiut the case was different when it was 
founded by the crown. Their own patronage wa9 
derived directly from the crown ; so that it was absurd 
to suppose the crown had no right to establish profe»* 
sorships of any branch of literature and science in any 
university in the empire. They were taken by sur- 
prise; that is, government did not consult them re* 
specting the propriety or expediency of the measure ; 
and they felt themselves greatly at a loss what line 
of conduct they ought to follow. The professors^ 
whO| as has been mentioned, were at variance with 
the council at this time, recognized at once the va* 
lidity of Mr Gumming's appointment ; but the pa- 
trons were desirous to proceed with caution. I 
entertain no doubt^that it was in consequence of the 
interference of government, that so strict a s^Futiny 
at this time was made into the real state of the uni- 
versity. At the same meeting, therefore, the Lord Pro- 
vost acquainted the council, " that Mr Gum- 
ming was come into the college as a master of some 
profession, and that it was fit to see his gift, and 
know his profession, that the council may give 
rules and directions thereanent. The council ordains 
Mr Gijmming to give in his gift to their clerk to 
that effect/' It appears that this requisition was 
not complied with ; for, upon the 22d October, the 
salaries of the professors were ordered to be stopped, 



UKITBRSITY OF EDINBURGH* 27 

till they produced their acts of admission.* This 
could only be designed as a check upon the manner 
in which the professor of ecclesiastical history had 
been admitted ; and they calculated that they could 
thus indirectly obtain the information they required. 
Whether any further proceedings took place with 
respect to Mr Cumming's appointmenti is not known. 
This was the first Regius professorship, as far as I 
have been able to learn, not in Edinburgh only, but 
ill any Scotish university. There are only three re- 
gius professors in Cambridge, vh. of divinity^ of civil 
law, and of physic; which were founded by Henry 
VIIL in 1540. The introduction of so novel a plan 
iQto Scotland could not fail to excite some degree 
of anxiety in the minds of those who were the pa- 
trons. This professor has still continued to be ap* 
pointe^n^e crown. Though, like other regius pro- 
fessors,^is introduced to the Senatua Academicushy 
the college bailie, it is under protest 

Upon 12th May 1703, Mr William Carstares was 
elected principal of the university, in place of Dr 
Gilbert Rule. This eminent man, who acted so con- 
spicuous a part in Scotish affairs, both in church 
and state, was born in 1649| at Cathcart, a small 
village in the vicinity of Glasgow. When very 
young, he was sent to a school at Ormiston, iin^st 
Lothian, then kept by Mr Sinclair, and whicl^ un* 

* Counc. Regist voL xxxvii. p. 654. * 
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der his care, had attained to great celebrity/ it be^* 
ing attended by the sons of many of the nobility 
and gentry of Scotland who afterwards made a dis* 
tinguished figure in life. Mr Carstares formed at 
this time an intimacy with several of these young 
gentlemen, which continued through life; and to this 
he was wont to ascribe, in a great measure, his fu» 
ture fortunes. He acquired at this seminary, not 
only a perfect knowledge of the elements of the.: 
Latin language, and a facility of expressing himself 
with fluency and elegance in it, but also a strong 
taste for classical learning. In due time, he was en- 
tered a member of the university of Edinburgh. The 
regent under whom he studied was Mr, afterwards 
Sir William jPaterson, and clerk to the privy council 
of Scotland.f He made great proficiency under this 
master, and regularly attended the usual>^nrse for 
four years, so as to be ready to enter tVS^vinity 
hall. But the distracted state of Scotland, and the 
high hand with which the episcopalian party carried 
their measures, disgusted the father of Mr Carstares; 
and he felt disinclined to allow his son to go through 
the preparatory course of study, before he could be 

* Thb was the brother of Mr George Sinclair^ who was admitted 
a rpg ^^ in the university of Edinburgh in l665. 

f i^ Carstares must have been at least in his nineteenth year at 
this time, because Mr Patcrson was admitted a regent upon 20th 
September I667. — Counc. Regist. vol. xxv. p. 42. The absurd prao 
tice, now so common, of sendipg children to the university, was then, 
and for a very long period after, unknown. 
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legalljr entitled to procure liberty to preach, fieing 
attached to the presbyterian party, both in religion 
and politics, he was anxious that young Carstares 
should adopt the same opinions ; and, for this pur- 
pose, he sent him to the university of Utrecht to 
study divinity. He had an opportunity also of be- 
nefiting by the lectures of the celebrated Graevius, 
who was in tlie vigour of his faculties and zenith 
of his reputation. The taste and critical skill of this 
eminent scholar gave a new impulse to Mr Carstares 
in pursuing his classical studies, though he did not 
permit these to encroach upon his application to 
theology. He studied Hebrew under Leusden, and 
divinity under Herman Witsius, who were then two 
of the most celebrated professors in Europe. When, 
or by whom, he was licensed to preach the gospel 
none of his biographers have i^entioned, neither do 
they s&kn to have known. Episcopacy Mra% in Scot* 
land, very different from what it is in the Church of 
Rome or the Church of England. It was of a mixed 
nature ; and so violent were the prejudices even of the 
great body of the clergy in favour of preibytery, that 
the most unrelenting persecution could not eradicate 
it It is probable, however, that he took his licence 
in Holland, as there was a great correspondence be* 
tween that country and Scotland in religious matters. 
The recomniendations which Mr Carstares had car- 
ried along with him to some persons who were in 
the confidence of the Prince of Orange, combined 
with his excellent talents and enterprising temper, 
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speedily procured him an introduction to a personal 
interview with William, who, though cold and re« 
served, was immediately struck with the acnteness^ 
extensive' views, and political information, of his new 
acquaintance. In a short time he was entrusted 
in the most confidential manner with the princess 
sentiments respecting the important political trans* 
actions which then agitated Europe* This confi* 
dence suffered no interruption till the death of Wil* 
liam; Mr Cars tares was employed in several import- 
ant transactions by his master, in conducting of 
which he was exposed to considerable personal' ha- 
zard* He was connected with Russell, Sydni^, 
and others ; and an order for his apprehension was 
issued, accusing him of being '^ art and part" in 
the plot which brought these illustrious characters to 
the scaffold. He was it last seized in Kent, and thrown 
into prisotu Upon petitioning the Court 6f King's 
Bench fotr his Habeas Corpusy he was sent to Scot* 
land, and was twice put to the torture, on the 5th 
and 6th September 1684.* " A respectable gentle- 
man," we are informed, " in the town of Greenock, 
a relation of the celebrated Principal Carstares, has 
in his possession the identical thumbikins with 
which the principal was severely tortured."t After 
the revolution, the privy council of Scotland had 
made Mr Carstares a present of this instrument. 

^ Fountainhairs Decisions, vol* i, p, 30^* 
f Statist. Ace. vol. v. p, 5S3. 
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Being relieved from imprisonment, he repaired to 
Holland, and was graciously received by the prince, 
who made him one of his chaplains, and got him ap» 
pointed minister of the English protestant congrega- 
tion at Leyden. On William's invading England, 
Mr Carstares was required to attend him ; and he 
was shortly after nominated chaplain for Scotland, 
to which were annexed all the emoluments of the 
<^pel royal, an office which he ever after retained. 

In 1702, a short time before Dr Rule's death, the 
principal's salary was limited to I6OO merks, to which 
in future no addition was to be made. The fiwds of 
the college were now so deficient, as not n^Ply to 
defray the expence of the establishment. The pa- 
trons, therefore, felt themselves under the necessity 
of explicitly stating this. They, nevertheless, pro- 
ceeded to reform the university, and to correct some 
abuses which had crept in« At the inauguration of 
Mr Carstares, the laws of the college were read, par- 
ticularly that section which respected the duty of 
the principal"; and, at tlie same meeting of the Town- 
council, it was proposed that the whole laws should 
be revised.' 

Mr Andrew Massie, who has been mentioned 
more than once, thought proper, at the beginning of 
the session of 1703, to give in his demission as re^ 
gent, to the patrons, without assigning any reason. 
He claimed, in pretty peremptory terms, his right to 
do so, if he thought proper ; ft'om which I am led to 
conjecture, that he had not found his return to the 
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college so agreeable as he expected.* His soc^ 
cesser was Mr Robert Stewart, son of Sir Thomas 
Stewart of Coltness, who afterwards succeeded to 
the title and estate; and a descendant of his. Sir J, 
Stewart Denham, is at present one of the oldest gene- 
rals in the armvi and colonel of the second regiment 
of dragoons, Scots Greys. JVfr Stewart was not requir-^ 
ed to submit to a comparative trial. His qualifications 
were well known ; and, besides, his uncle, Sir James- 
Stewart, was at this time Lord Advocate of Scot- 
land. 

There can belittle doubt that hrs Lordship^s. iihr 
fluei^Bkontributed essentially towards procuring the 
principality for Mr Carstarcs. They had both been 
attached to the Earl of Argyll's party, and, conse^ 
quently, opposed the politics of Cliartes H. and had 
resided at the court of the Prince of Orange when it 
was dangerous to remain at homCr Mr Stewart,, 
however, had forfeited William** favour, in conse«r 
quence of the part he acted in regard to the dispense 
ing p<m>cr proposed by James. He wk^ afterwards 
reconciled to him, and promoted to be King's Advo- 
cate for Scotland. He continued in the same office, 
under Queen Anne, till 1709, — so that, for about 
twenty years, he discharged the . important duties 
of that public situation, and during a very critical 

• A person of the same name signed the act of the Faculty of Ad- 
vocates in 1710, augmenting Ruddiman the grammarian's salary as 
librarian. — Chalmers' Life of Rud, App. No. III. 
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period* He is represented as having been one of 
the best civilians of the age, and a man of fine natu- 
ral parts.* 
A person who has not minutely examined the his* 

tory of the state of Scotland at the beginning of the 
eighteenth century, and has not had an opportunity of 
perusing the ephemeral productions which those tur- 
buient times produced, can hardly form an idea how 
keenly the whole Scotish nation entered into any ques* 
tion which respected the public incorporated bodies of 
the state. Scotland, at that time, resembled a burgh, 
in which small confederacy there is a very rapid com- 
munication of such intelligence as relates to their in- 
dividual concerns*. From the paucity and little variety 
of topics of discussion connected with their national 
or provincial affairs, they eagerly seized upon any sub- 
ject capable of affording matter of disputation. The 
misunderstanding between the patrons and the Sena* 
tui AcademicuSj accordingly, excited great interest 
among the inhabitants of Edinburgh and its vicinity. 
The college of the city, which had reared so many 
youths who made a distinguished figure in the history 
of the literature of Scotland, was the subject of their 
general conversation. This naturally led to the 
tconomy of the collie ; and, at the same time, shewed 
bow conversant the community were with the topics 
which were generally discussed in that learned semi- 
nary. 

■ * Caistarcb' State Papen, p. %. 
Vol. II. c 
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Many causes, however, concurred at this time to 
excite disturbances in the university. The patrons 
and regents were not heartily agreed; and the stu- 
dents naturally took a part in the dispute. Dr Rule, 
the late principal, through old age, had been inca- 
pable of exercising the authority with which he was 
invested, and that, during the whole term of his 
being principal, he had used with such discretion. 
The unfortunate Darien expedition excited discon* 
tent among all ranks, to which the question of the 
union of the two kingdoms, that had already begun 
to be agitated, greatly contributed, Tlie friends of 
the exiled family were both numerous and powerful 
in Scotland ; and the feuds or dissensions which the 
question of legitimacy, and the divine right of kings, 
alone produced, were transferred to our schools and 
Colleges. The youth, inheriting the prejudices of 
their parents, entered with equal keenness Into the 
disputes. These were some of the causes which 
eccdsipned the following minute. 

''May 17. 1704. 
*' The council, taking to their consideration, that 
of late the good order and discipline of the cdilege is 
much decayed, and the power and authority of the 
regents is by many of the scholars not duly regard- 
ed, whereby several disorders are committed, which 
does exceedingly reflect upon the government of the 
college. In consideration whereof, the council ap- 
points the magistrates to meet with the ministers of 
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^ihbut'gh fttid th^ principal of the epttege (being 
tio# in tiie beginning of his clitoeX tb 'consult and 
advise what proper methods may be used towards 
the r^-^^tablishlng of order and discipline in the 
said college." - 

tbt proceedings which ensued, it must be con- 
fessed) discover sufficient irritation on both sides. 
The records of the college were called for ; and the 
most minute remarks made upon whatever they con- 
ceived was liable to objections. Scmie of these are 
sufficiently trifling ; while there are others, which 
shew that proper attention had not been paid to re- 
cord accurately the transactions of the meetings of 
the Senatus Academicus. The adoption of the word 
Faculty mto their minutes was animadverted upon 
with great severity, and seemed to revive the dis- 
pute which existed a short time before. The council^ 
with the concurrence of the ministers of £dinburgb| 
ordered the record to be properly transcribed, under 
the superintendance of a committee. ^^ To which^ 
the reverend principal, in name of Mr W. Law, W* 
Scott, and R. Stewart, professors of philosophy, and 
Mr Laurence Dundas, professor of humanity, craved 
liberty to be present, that, in respect the said book 
had been long in their possession, as one of the cd[- 
lege records, and for their exoneration at the hands 
of the commission fox visitation of schools and col« 
leges, to whom the said book was once produced ; 
tlierefore, he himself, in their name, and with all 
submission to the magistrates and town*council| 

c2 



3^ / THE HISTORT OF tHE 

their honottQKble patrons, desired the derk, foi' their 
vindicatiorifniightdark that it was not with their 
will the book was delivered up." 

Some unpleasant recriminations took place ; and an 
anonymous mempir was presented to the council, ex- 
pressed in very unwarrantable language, to which, 
very properly, no answer was ever made. Both par* 
ties, who were friendly to tli^ prosperity of the college, 
were fully convinced of the necessity of the laws 
being new modelled. After many consultations, the 
following were enacted upon 5th September 1704* 

" 1. The college meetings^ begin with October. S. In 
the winter season, the students are to meet in their 
classes before s^ven in the morning; and, after 
prayer,, the rolls are called. Absents are to be mark- 
ed, and fined at the regent's pleasure. No students, 
therefore, at such times, or any other appointed for 
meeting, may walk idly in the courts, or be present 
Ifrat any game, viz. the hand-ball, billiards, or bowls, 
or the like, under the penalty of threepence for the 
first and second time, and the double for the thirds 
to be exacted of each student's transgression., 3. 
On the Lord's Day, the students are to convene in 
their classes presently after sermon, to be exercised 
in their sacred lessons. 4. The censor of each class 
is to write two rolls of names,, and to affix to each 
student's name his residence, that, if any withdraw, 
inquiry may be made at tie landlord. One of the 
rolls is for the primar,. and ^,he other for the regent's 
use. 5. None may do or; oeak wickedly, wrong-* 
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fully, or obscenely. Such, therefore, as profane 
God*s sacred name, and vent horrid oaths, or nasty 
or obscene talk, are to pay sixpence the first time, ' 
and thereafter to be severely chastised, 6. All stu- ' 
dents are to carry respectfully to the professors, and 
to obey their injunctions. Those who transgress, • 
are to be fined, first in a penny, and then twopence. 
7. The students are obliged to discourse always in 
Latin ; as also, to speak modestly, chastely, cour- 
teously, and in no manner uncivilly or quarrelsome, 
but to entertain good, profitable, and pious confe- 
rences. Those who transgress, especially such as 
speak English within the college, are liable the first • 
time in a penny ; the next in twopence. 8. All are 
to be diligent and painful in their studies ; neither 
must any interrupt one another, by entering, into his 
class or chamber, or earnestly hearken of listen at 
doors or windows, except the censors^ 9. None 
may absent from the college, or go out of it, without ' 
his regent's licence. 10. Neither may any go out 
of the class, without leave of the regent, or of the 
censor in hi$ absence. And who goes out by per* 
mission, is presently to return ; for upon no account 
must he tarry. Those who transgress must be 
amerced in twopence. 11. Every one is to shew 
good example to others, by his piety, goodness, mo- 
desty, and diligence in learning, as becomes the diif 
cipie of Christ. 12. Let none molest another by 
word, lies, &c. or any way wrong or reproach any'; 
otherwise to be fined at pleasure. 13. Let all strif^. 
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reproacbesi and what is dishonest, be removed. 14, 
Every one is obliged to warn those who do any 
ifying blameable in a friendly way, as becomes a 
Christian; and if the person thus admonished do 
npt amend, he is to mark and delate him. 13. None 
may in word or deed avenge himself when wronged 
or reproached, but is to complain to the primar or 
roaster of the student offending. Those who trans- 
gress shall be fined at discretion. 16. None may 
irreverently pass by, behold, or speak, topersons of 
respect, but in good manners. 17* I^t none in pub-r 
lie behave himself otherwise than gravely and mo- 
destly, as becomes students of good letters. 18, 
And let all shun bad company, as a corrupting plague. 
15. None m^y carry sword, dagger, guns, a|id such 
arms, or forfeit threepence. 20. None in the even- 
ing may walk in the streets. ^1. Let none throw at 
glass windows, spoil or abuse tlie walls, seats, forms, 
desks, pulpits, &c. by breaking or^ny violent usage ; 
but let all or whatever is in the college be preserved 
whole, entire, aqd clean. 22. The censors are to he 
faithful i^ their duty, to admonish delinquents, and 
to delate t^iem. And if any of them act negligent* 
ly, in concealing one another's faylts, he shall fiud, 
to his great dishonour, to have transferred the same 
to himself; for he will be liable to that fine which 
tine fault concealed deserved* And if any shall 
threaten or do h^rm to the censor in doing his oHice, 
lie shall pay sixpence totifss quoties. $3. Who trans* 
giress any way, ahall be punishj^d accordingly. ^4> 
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Who are arraigned guilty of rebellion^ sedition, or 
tumulta^ and ringleaders of any such notable wick- 
edness, are first of all obnoxious to the fines and 
punishments denounced by her Majesty's privy 
council, and thereafter to be extruded and cast out 
of the college. S5. None may stand in the gate at 
any time, or forfeit fourpence ; neither use ill those 
who enter or pass, or incur the sum of sixpence ; 
nor may any play or walk in view of the professors, 
otherwise he shall be fined arbitrarily. S6. Let none 
throw stones or . snow^balis, or incur a fine at plea- 
sure. i7. Let none play or lay around any who 
pass, or forfeit sixpence. S8. The principal and 
masters being informed that the custom of playing 
at dice (owing its rise to infamous bankrupts) has 
lately crept into the college, and knowing what 
hazard and mischief those portend to studies, piety^ 
and good manners, therefore, they strictly discharge 
students to use cards, dice, raffling, or any such 
games of lottery ; and enact, that whoever is guilty 
and convicted of these unlawful games, he shall pay 
half-a-crown the first time, then a crown, the third 
time a crown and a half, for the use of the library ; 
and thereafter the said person convicted and fined 
cannot be reduced or reformed, he is to be extruded 
with disgrace, as one lost and incurable, and a cor« 
rupter of the youth. 29. None may enter taverns, 
ale*houses, or incur an arbitrary fine. 30. Those 
who neglect to go to church, shall forfeit sixpence 
each time. 31. The censors in each class are care- 
fully to mark those who speak English, or who 
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curse, swear, or talk sinfully or obscene, or any- 
ways contravene the laws foresaid, that so they may 
be punished according to the offence given."* 

These laws are so minute, that tliey require no 
illustration ; but they constitute an excellent: com- 
mentary upon the state of society in Edinburgh at 
that time, and how great necessity there was for re- 
form in the college. They were drawn up by Prin- 
cipal Carstares, who, instead of having forfeited, seems 
to have gained in favour with the Council; be- 
cause, upon 11th September, he was presented to 
the ministerial charge of the Greyfriars Church j 
and, in consequence of his uniting this with his office 
in the university, he was allowed two thousand two 
hundred merks as salary. In about three years after 
he was preferred to the High Church. 

Mr James Sutherland, who had been professor of 
botany for thirty years, and who had shewn such 
industry for so long a period, and knowledge of hi^ 
profession, from want of proper encouragement most 
probably, " had reiolved to live more retiredly, and 
to quit the said profession, and apply himself to the 
study of medals.'' f His doing so, however, gave 
great offence to the patrons. Upon 8th May 1706, 
Dr Charles Preston was elected his successor. He 
does not appear to have delivered formal lectures. 
The following advertisement is the first which I have 
been able to discover, 

i 

• * Counc. Regist. vol. x^cxviii. p. 129« f l'^^^* ?• ^^^ 
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•* Edinburgh Courant, May 16. 1707. 

** Doctor Preston teaches his lessons of botany in 
the Physick Garden at Edinburgh, the months of 
May, June, July, and August 1707* Therefore, all 
gentlemen and others, who are desirous to learn tlic 
said science of botany, may repair to the said garden, 
where attendance will be given.** 

From the manner in which this is expressed, one 
is apt to suppose that the garden was kept open for 
such visitors as were disposed to be instructed ; and 
that either the Doctor, or his assistants, were in 
attendance to communicate such information as might 
be required. Botany did not in those days deserve 
to be called a science. It consisted of little more 
than annexing certain names to plants which were 
recognized by their tnost obvious qualities, to which 
were subjoined some observations concerning their 
medical properties, and whether they were indige- 
nous or exotic plants. Scientific arrangement was 
then totally unknown in this science. The achieve* 
ment of this great work was reserved for the immor- 
tal Linnseus, whose genius first invented a system, 
by which, from well defined properties, a scientific 
generalization was introduced into the study, — the 
introduction of which into the schools of philosophy 
he took the best method of securing, by publishing 
a system of botany founded upon it, and bestowing 
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much greater pains in giving accurate descriptions 
of plants than any of his predecessors* Dr Preston 
continued to discharge the duties of this professorship 
till 171 !• He died in the course of this year. 

The union of the kingdoms of England and Scot* 
land forms a most remarkable era in their politic^kl 
and literary history. From the period of the acces* 
sion of James to the English crown, the accomplish- 
ment of this object had always l>een a favourite 
measure with every monarch ; and the government 
did not fail to employ the most vigorous means to 
accomplish that end; but, in consequence of the 
jealousies that existed between the two nations, these 
efforts had been uniformly unsuccessful. Cromwell, 
with that energy which distinguished his govern* 
ment, by a single edict, and without consulting tl)e 
feelings of his subjects, or the propriety of the thing, 
decreed that a general union of the three kingdoms 
should exist in all time coming. At the restoration, 
however, thipgs reverted to their old channel ; and^ 
notwithstanding the zeal of Charles and of William, 
their endeavours were ineffectual. It was reserved for 
the reign of Queen Anne to accomplish a measure of 
state policy, which has been fraught with more bene* 
ficial consequences to Great Britain than any national 
reform which has ever since been adopted* 

The universities of Scotland were no less benefited 
by the union thau the otlier incorporated bodie3; 
ai^d, in certain respects, they were more interested, 
and derived peculiar advantages, which, in process 
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of time, have greatly contributed to their pirosperity. 
Before that period, the intercourse between the two 
countries was very inconsiderable^; By the treaty of 
union, sixty-one Scotish members represented that 
nation in the British parliament, who, by their neces- 
sary residence in ^ngtand during a portion of the year,i, 
and their constituting a part of the legislative body,, 
must have had their att;ention forcibly drawn to the 
great difference between the two countries, in many 
respects, which they could not fail to communicate to 
their friends at home. Language, o^e of U^e most 
powerful of human engines, would thus be impiiov* 
ed, both as it respected its use in transacting the 
ordinary business of life, and w^s employed by Scot«* 
jsb authors in their works ; and access thus atfo^ded 
to those sources of information, respecting the pro-, 
gress of tlie arts and sciences, which were not to be 
procuredjib j^eir own country. 
• That these effects were instantaneously produced, :t 
would be absurd to expect, and f^r i^ore so to affirm. 
AjU gr^t changes are brought about by slow and 
imperceptible degrees ; and their progress is so in« 
sensible, that thqy are in general thorpughly establish* 
ed before it is well perceived. The country was at. 
th^t timie divided into two great parties, the Whigs 
ancl Tories; the former of whom approved, wlnlst 
the letter dii^p^oved, of the union. It woui<rbe 
inyidAOua to institute a comparison, or to attempt to 
appreciate the comparative literary merits of either. 
Each pftity sipveifaUy claimed the superiority. It is 
pleasing, however, to observe, that between J)% E'l^ 
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cairn and Principal Carstares, tvro of the most 
distinguished scholars of that age, though of very 
opposite opmions upon politics, the greatest friend- 
ship, and even intimacy, existed. Notwithstanding 
Pitcairn's strong attachment to Jacobitism both hi 
church and state, he was permitted, even after the 
revolution, to retain the titular office of professor of 
medicine m the university, in consequence of the 
very high reputation he enjoyed as a physician. 
Carstares was, therefore, ofticrally his superion It 
was thtai the custom for the principal to introduce 
the business of the session by a Latin oration, which 
was delivered before the professors and students in 
the common hall. Dr Pitcairn regularly attended ; 
and we are informed, that ^^ he used to observe, that 
when Mr Carstares began to address his audience, 
he coukl not help fancying himself transported to 
the forum, in the days of ancient Rome/'lil^ 

Principal Carstares, whose general charactef 
is so well known, as one of the most consummate 
politicians of modern Europe, took great interest ia 
every tiring that related to the prosperity of the 
seminary over. which he presided with so much credit 
to himself. But his benevolence was not confided 
within that comparatively narrow channel. His 
geyrous disposition embraced the welfare also of the 
other sister universities. He, therefore, made use of 
his great influence withadministration, to extend its 

* Vid. The life of CarstarcS; prefixed to kis State Papers, &c. by 
2>r MO)rmick, p. 70. . 



UNnrsRSiTT mf Edinburgh. 45 

pfotectton and encouragement to these learned bodies; 
aod thus essentially promoted the cause of Scotish 
literature. The Principal certainly deyrves the 4|ft 
greatest credit for his interference in this business ; 
and as the sums appropriated fbr the augmentation 
of the salaries of the principals and prc^essors of the 
universities have been annually renewed, and as the 
original benefaction was procured confessedly by his 
means, he is justly entitled to be considered as the' 
greatest benefactor (of a subject) to those institutions 
tfarit. his country ever produced. Though big 
iiiographer does not mention it, yet I entertain no 
doubt that it was through him also that, in 169% 
each of the Scotish universities obtained a gift from 
the crown of L. 300 per annum out of the bishopr^-^^ 
Tents in Scotland. I infer this from the undoubted 
fact, that King William adopted no measure in vegSLfA 
to Scotland, witliout having previously consulted Mr 
Caistares'; and bis election to the principality after- 
wards, is also a proof that such appointment was 
agreeable to him ; and that, afler the bustle of an 
active life, he had still looked forward with pleasant 
associations to the enjoyment of study and retire- 
ment. 

An attempt to invade Scotland was made by the 
Pretender early in the year 1708, which fort«i* 
nately proved unsuccessful; but it excited Ihe 
greatest astonishment and terror in the minds of 
those who favoured the union. The university of 
Edinburgh was among the first to address her IVIa- 
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jesty tipoti iliis went, lEifid to testify tfttti* easil imii 
loyalty to lier ptt&okk atid governmetit, fttid th^ 
# fixed resdjiitiond to withstand and op|)6se the Popish 
Pretender, This address was most fttVoufaWy re- 
cfeived at eourt. Mr Carstafes was elected modeiMor 
of the ensuing general assembly, and wrote the 
address of thiat venerable court to the Queen,* which 
was Only an echo of the former. At what season 
€>i the year he went to London I know not j but 
he Was ther& upon September 30, when the cominiih 
si<^n of assembly was met, and the session of'^'^the 
cioiB^e about to commence ; so that his business must 
haVb been very urgent. It is probable^ therefore, 
that government were very desirous of a personal in- 
'• lefview with him, in order to obtain full information 
respecting the state of the country ; and, in parti- 
cular, how the presbyterians stood affected. At this 
(critical period, when the union had existed only for 
a few months, the advice of such a m&n Was of 
the utmost iinport&nce. It was upon this occaskm 
that he, among other judicious and politic suggestions^ 
recommended the patronage of literature, of Which 
the universities were the public depositaries* The 
Queen entrusted him with the sole distribution of 
her bounty to the university of Edinburgh; but he 
declined receiving any augmentation to his own 
salary ; and, indeed, he stood in no need of it 
The principal's paternal care of the university 

• Car^tares, p. 765. 
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was most conspicuous during the whole term of his 
presidency* At an early period of his connexk>ti 
with the college, but how early is uncertain^ be pro- 
jected a plail of accommodation for such students as 
might repair* to Edinburgh from England, for the 
benefit of prosecuting their education. There can be 
no doabt tliat this proposal principally respected the 
dissenters. Drs Galamy and Williams; at that time 
the two* most leading men among that respectable 
body, who were both men of talents, and of con- 
«i<ferable fortune, had taken their degrees at Edin- 
bui]gh ; and, it is probable, heartily approved Qi||he 
plan. 

The history of the education of English dissenting 
clergymen is little known in this country; and, in* 
deed| after a good deal of inquiry, instituted for the 
express purpose of obtaining information upon the 
subject, I am led to think that it has never been 
properly investigated even in England. Many of 
those christian^ who were nick-named puritans by 
Saunders the Jesuit, and who were the founders of 
the dissenting body, were men of distinguished 
abilities, and of very extensive learning. The ac-^ 
counts concerning some of the most eminent are 
extremely imperfect ; and almost all that we know of 
tbrai 28, that their works are valuable, and discover 
an erudition and critical skill in the learned lan- 
guages, to which few in modern times can lay claim ; 
but at what seminary they were educated is alto^* 
gether unknown. The oaths which are administered 
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. to students, previous to being admitted members of 
wme of the English coUegesi constitute an impervi^ 
ous barrier^ amounting to complete exclusion. The 
Bartholomew act» as it is called, passed in 16^, by 
which two thousand of the ablest and best men or 
the church of England were deprived of their livings^ 
Those of their successors who could afford it, were 
chiefly educated at the universities in Holland, and 
a very few in Scotland. By far the greatest number 
.were instructed by private ministers, who, through 
zeal for the cause, taught the languages and philo* 
so|^ at their own houses.* By degrees the plan 
w^Wfurther extended ; and public academies were 
opened, not only for students of theology, but they 
admitted also young gentlemen who were solicitous 
to be possessed of the benefit of a liberal education. 
It may be proper to subjoin, that the theological 
academies at present established are exceedingly re* 
spectable, and are solely confined to the education of 
students of divinity .f 

Principal Carstares* proposal was an entire innova* 
tion upon the system of education pursued in all the 
Scotish universities. Complaints, it appears, had 

♦ A similar plan was adopted in Ireland. Put, The Loyalty of 
Presbyterians in Great Britain and Ireland, by James Kilpatrick, 
minister of Belfast, 1713, 4to. 

f I am ignorant of the precise number of ..Englishmen who have 
bursaries at the Scotish universities. There may probably be from 
six to ten. 
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1^ made by the finglish students of the want of 

. proper aocommodation in Edinburgh. Poor as the 

jboildings of the city were at that time, it is hardly 

jOonceivaUe that a few English students could not 

be accommodated with comfortable lodgings in the 

city, and with every other necessary convenience 

tbey might require. "J^he truth seems to be, that it 

was not the want of accommodation in the city, but 

within the college of Edinburgh, of which they com? 

plained* It was the custom^ in the English colleges^ 

for the students to reside within the walls; so it 

had been in Edinburgh, and in the other Scotish 

universities. It is probable, therefore^ that it was an 

imitation of this practice, which was formerly uni- 

.versal, that they were anxious to introduce; and 

they might imagine that a greater degree of respects 

ability would thereby be acquired, and the character 

of the new institution Qtand higher in the estimation 

of their countrymen. 

Subscriptions w^fc to be applied for from the whole 
body of English dissenters ; and the sum collected 
was to be appropriated to the purpose of enlarging 
the buildings of the college, i^o as to render it ca* 
pable of accommodating all t|ie English students. 
It ftiust be admitted, that the only account of the 
Principars plan is very brief, and, consequently, 
very general ; and ought, on that apcount, not to be 
subjected to a very rigorous examination. But 
one cannot help observing, that the English dissent- 
ers, even at that time, formed a very numerous 
Vol. II. . i> 
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body; and if the number of their students bore any 
proportion to the other members of the university, 
the scheme must have been very soon found to be 
impracticable,* not to mention other objections* 
An English tutor was to preside at the common 
table; and he, together with proper assistants, was 
to be the guardian of the morals of the students, 
assist them in their academical exercises, and in« 
struct them in such branches of education as were 
not taught in the university. 

We may rest assured, that any plan proposed by 
Principal Carstares had been most maturely digest- 
ed ; and that it was not only plausible in itself, but 
arranged after such a skilful manner, as to render it 
most probable that it would succeed, and be agree- 
able to all parties. His education and long residence 
abroad, as well as in England, afforded him oppor- 
tunities of being well acquainted with the economy 
of seminaries of instruction, and with those regular 
tions which were deemed most expedient for the 
proper management of such institutions. While in 
England, also, he maintained a close connexion with 
the leaders among the dissenters, whose political 
consequence, and principles respecting the nature of 
government, had contributed so much to the eteva« 
tion of William to the throne. He thus became ac- 
quainted with their most private sentiments, not 
only respecting great political questions, but with 

♦ In 1720, fifty-seven students attended the prelections of Dr 
Monro alone. 
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their opinions upon many matters which were nearly 

related to their own society. Among so enlightened 

a body of men, it is impossible to suppose that the 

education of their students, upon which their respect* 

ability in the state^ as well as in the church, so 

much depended, did not frequently form the subject 

of their deliberations. It is well known that, at the 

accession of the Prince of Orange, their prospects 

seemed to open very propitiously ; and many schemes 

for the more complete establishment and prosperity 

of the dissenting interest at large Were then in agi« 

tation. These, and other reasons, it is probable, had 

attracted the Principal's more peculiar attention, 

after he had been appointed to the superintendence 

of a Scotish university. 

From the short sketch of the plan which has been 
above detailed, it evidently appears that it was de- 
signed to be an institution subsidiary to the uni-* 
versity, or rather to be incorporated with it. At 
the same time^ it must be acknowledged that, from 
the very nature of the institution, it may be inferred 
that, though not altogether independent of academl» 
cal police, certain immunities were bestowed, which 
constituted it a perfectly separate society. A strong 
connexion was designed always to subsist between 
it and England ; so strong, that the parent stock 
was on all occasions to be recognized, and the stu- 
dents were to consider themselves as a colony which 
it bad sent out* In short, it was to be understood^ 
that^ though naturalized in Scotland to a certain ex^ 

D 2 
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tent, they were nevertheless natives of the mothn 
country ; and ought to look upon themselves in the 
light of catechumensy by whom the dissenting 
churches were to be supplied with men of piety and 
talents* The sons of gentlemen of private fortune, 
who were either intended for the business of civil 
life, or who did not propose to themselves any par-i 
ticular object, were (as has beea already mentioned^ 
not excluded from the benefit to be derived from the 
institution, but their franchise was to be considered 
as . only subordinate to the principal object of the 
establishment. 

The precise objects of bringing down an ^E^nglish 
tutor, with proper assistants, are difficult to deter- 
mine. It cannot be doubted that one princijml in?^ 
tention of this arrangement was, that the body of 
!]^nglish dissenters might be satisfied that the direc« 
tion of the whole, even in its most minute details^i 
w^s under their immediate inspection, and conse* 
quently possessed a higher claim upon their patron- 
age and support. It ought, at the same time, to 
be observed, tliat the intercourse between South 
and North Britain was then so little, that no accu* 
rate information respecting the manners and cus^ 
toms of each other was possessed by either nation. 
It is true the same observation cannot be applied to 
Principal Carstares. But he was too well acquaint* 
ed with human nature, to be ignorant of the indis* 
pensible necessity of indulging mankind in innocent 
prejudices, proceeding from a want of knowledge ia 
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urder to tetider them useful to themselves ; and he 
was aware of the solicitude entertained by all atten^ 
tive parents and relations, respecting the necessity of 
keeping a vigilant eye upon young men, in what 
was esteemed a foreign country, and at a time of 
life when they were most exposed to temptation. In 
order to gratify this very reasonable anxiety, and to 
obviate eVery objection that might be made, persons 
of known steadiness and learning were to accom- 
)}any them, to Edinburgh, and to assist the students 
in their academical exercises^ It may be remarked, 
in the general, that young tnen^ at least a very grdat 
proportion of them, are, through many causes, apt 
to misanply that time which ought exclusively to be 
devoted to their studied, and to spend it unprofita- 
bly, and sometimes to squander it in such a way as 
to injure both their health ancl morals at the same 
tttne. To guard against the hazard of such conse- 
quences, the best preventive is to take care that 
their time be fully occupied, and never be permitted 
to hang heavy on their hands ; and this the dili- 
gence of a private tutor can easily accomplish. I do 
not affirm that a tutor or his assistants ought, in 
imitatioii of some Roman Catholic colleges on the 
continent, to attend their pupils when engaged in 
their innocent diversions.* The same end can be 

* A great number of the French and Italian colleges have country 
seats attached to their seminaries, whither the ^outh repair during 
the time of vatttion. Some years ago, a gentleman informed- me, that 
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accomplished without so strict a regimeD, which tiflil 
a tendency to excite disagreeable ideas in the mind« 

It is an acknowledged truth, that instruction in 
the learned languages, and education in general, is 
much more difficult to be obtained in England, even 
at this day, than it is in Scotland* The public 
schools continue to be pretty stationary in Scot- 
land since the reformatiooi in as far as respects the 
method of teaching Greek and Latin ; and they 
have most commonly been well taught. But, in Eng- 
land, there was not thp same facility of instruction, 
particularly foj^hesons of dissenters. Perhaps, there- 
fore, it was the consciousness of this class of stu- 
dents of the defect under which they laboui^d,^ from 
the necessity of their situation, which ppc^sioned 
this proposal. They could thus be enabled tp keep 
pace with their fellow students in the same class ; 
and this redoubled application CQu)d not fail m^te* 
rioUy to acicelerate the progress of their studies. 

But ope grand cause of tutors being appoint jsd 
was, the manner in which young men were and still 
are educated in England- They cpmmenced the 
study of theology along with their academical cpurse ; 
and their attention to the languages and to philoso- 
phy iiever interrupted the former. Their attendance 

the country-house and vineyards belonging to the college at which 
pe was educa|;ed at jflomey were upon th^ very spot where Cicero's 

I 

celebrated villa of Tusculanum formerly stood. He went |,here in 
!}756, and remained for twelve years; and is a man of great probity. 
How many strikitig reflections does not thi^ prpduce W 
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at a Scotish divinity hall was thus rendered unne- 
oessary ; and the most important part of their edu- 
cation was to be conducted after the English fashion. 
So that they only changed the place of study ; every 
thing else was to proceed after the form established in 
England, 

Permission has frequently been granted to persons, 
who were not members of the Senatus Academicus^ to 
teach in the college. Thus, French and drawing 
were taught in this manner for some years; and, 
at a very early period, so was the Hebrew language. 
No objections, therefore, seem to have been antici* 
pated from the honourable patrons. But the death 
of Principal Cars tares overturned the whole project. 
It is impossible even to conjecture what influence it 
might have produced upon the university and upon 
the dissenters. It is to be regretted that the experi- 
ment had not been made. 

Principal Carstares was one of the most eminent 
characters of the age in which he lived. He liad 
mixed much with the most celebrated politicians 
both in Holland and in this country ; and appears 
always to have maintained his reputation for inte- 
grity in situations in which he was exposed to great 
temptations. He was well acquainted with public 
affairs. Possessed naturally of an active mind, he 
Was most assidupus in executing any business which 
Was entrusted to him. Even his enemies respected 
him ; and those who, like himsejfi favoured the revo- 
lution, reposed the ipost unbounded confidence in 
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him. He managed Scbtish afFairs with such dudre^ 
tion, during the reigns of Wifltam and Anne, that bd 
inade few public enemies ; and such was his know« 
ledge of human nature; his prudence, and conciliating 
temper, that hfe was held in the highest estimation 
by those who still adhered to the Hdiise of Stuart, 
So great was his influence both - in church and state, 
that he was generally called Cardinal Carstares. He 
was eminent for his private virtues ; and, as the head 
of an university, lie conducted him^lf with Such 
moderation and good sense, and, at the same time, 
entered with such ardour intb whatever regarded its 
interests, that he not only was the object of universal 
esteem arid respect ifvith his colleagoes, but all 
connected with the college looked up to him as ft 
father and benefactor. Principal Carstares died iii 
1715, while holding the office, for the fourth time^ 
of moderator of the general assembly,— the highest 
honour which the Church of Scotland has in it^ 
power to confer. There is a portrait of him in the 
large hall, presented, on the dfeath of Mrs Carstares^ 
by her executor, Mr Charles Macky, professor of 
universal history. 

The professors in general remained only for a 
short time in the college about the beginning of iht 
last century. The iSmallness of the appointments (as 
has been mentioned) is the only reason which call 
be assigned. The greater number had been i>itended 
for the church, and licenced in the establishments 
A church living was more valuable ; and, in thostf 
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aays^ was esteemed a more respectable situation in 
life than a professorship in any of the universities^ 
Their salaries which were allowed by the Town*^ 
council were small ; the number of students incoui^ 
siderable ; and the honorary which they paid, when 
any was required, was one guinea. The state of 
society in this country is now so materially altered, 
that, generally speaking, the emoluments of a pro- 
fessor in £dinburgh are much superior to those of 
a country clergyman* 

Sir Robert Sibbald^ among his tnultifadous en* 
deavours to beiieiit his native country, proposed to 
teach natural history and medicine during the course 
of the same year* (1 706)* He was now far advanced in 
life; but his ardour in the cultivation of science, and 
his zeal to promote its progress^ Were still unabated^ 
He designated himself by the modest name of Phitia* 
^H^, which literally signifies studious ofmedidne; and 
we are informed that he had successfully practised 
medicine for forty- three years. This ascertains that 
he had graduated in 1663. 

Sir Robert was to teach these sciences during 
spring in private colleges. It is necessary to observe 
that, in Oxford and Cambridge, and in the foreign 
universities, such as Gottingen, Slq. the professors are^ 
s^ording to the statutes, obliged to deliver at least 
^public course of lectures. This is considered, and 
sustually iS) a mere form; the number of lectures 

f FH. Advertisemeat, vol. i. p. 37& 
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being as few as they chuse to make them. They 
thus take a formal possession of the professorship, 
and are entitled to the enjoyment of all the rights 
and privileges of the university. They begin to 
teach in real earnest in their private colleges* These 
the students frequent, and for admission to which 
they pay the usual fees; and it is from these that; 
the revenues of those who undergo the drudgery of 
teaching are principally derived. In the English 
universities, some of the professorships are so richly 
endowed, that the professors have not taught for 
these hundred years. It was in imitation of the 
custom abroad that Sir Robert adopted his proposed 
method of teaching. 

The qualifications which he required from the 
students, before they could be admitted to his class, 
were such as to induce few to make application to 
liim to be enrolled as his pupils. They were to be 
*^ well acquainted with the Latin and Greek lan« 
guages, all philosophy, and the principles of mathe- 
matics; and certificates from the different professors 
under whom they had studied were to be produced.** 
The lectures were, according to the universal prac* 
tice, to be delivered in Latin. 

It would no doubt be very desirable that those 
who devote themselves to the study of medicine 
should be distinguished both for their proficiency 
in literature and science. These preliminary studies 
constitute an admirable introduction to their medical 
pursuits; but it may be fairly called in question 
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Irbethcr so strict regulations as Sir Robert Sibbald's be 
indispensibly necessary, or rather whether any pro- 
fessor of medicine can reasonably expect the genera* 
lity of his students to be possessed of such quaiifica* 
tions. By restrictions of this kind, the cultivation 
of the science is materially retarded, because men of 
genius are prevented from having access to the pro- 
per schools for instruction. Besides, a man like 
Sibbald, so enthusiastically attached to his profes- 
sion, rendered himself less useful than he might have 
otherwise been. There can be no hesitation in ad- 
mitting that he was perfectly competent to teach 
natural history and medicine; but whether he en- 
tered upon the task at this time cannot be ascer- 
tained. 

Mr Charles Er'skine had taught philosophy for 
some tiq|e in the university, and was one of the four 
regents. Upon 17th October 1707, however, he 
Remitted this office; and presented to the Town-coun- 
cil a commission from the Queen, appointing him 
professor of public law and the law of nature and 
nations. The Council protested against the institu- 
tion of this new professorship, because they con- 
sidered it as a misapplication of the L.3()0 per 
^nnum which had been given to the university by 
King William.* One hundred pounds sterling of 
t^is donation were appropriated to the foundation of 
^ second professor of theology, which never seems 

♦ Counc. Regist. Ap. Ann, 
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to have- hteti carrieo into effect (unless it had origin 
nally been intended for the primarius professor of 
divinity) ; and the remaining two hundred for the 
maintenance of twenty bursars of theology, at ten 
pounds each, Mr Erskine's salary was fixed at 
1^.150, and paid by the exchequer; in consequence! 
of which^ fifteen of the bursars were discharged. 
The opposition of the patrons produced no change 
in the determination of government; and, accord* 
ingly, Mr Erskine was admitted to the exercise of 
his ofiice upon 7th November 1707. 

Natural jurisprudence, or public law, and the lAw 
of nature and nations, have engaged the attentioa 
of philosophers in every age of the world. Society 
could, not exist in its most barbarous state, without 
being m possession of some general maxims or laws, 
founded on human nature, and derived fsgm those 
necessary relations which naturally arise irom men 
associating together* To reduce society to its pri- 
mary elements, and to delineate those rules according 
to which the conduct of its members ought to la0 
directed in the management both of their private 
and public affairs, has been a favourite subject of in<* 
vestigation among speculative men* It exercised 
the genius of Plato and Aristotle among the Greeks^ 
and of Cicero among the Latins. Cicero's treatise He 
jjegibus has been transmitted to us in a very muti» 
lated state. The few quotations from his work De 
Republican have induced the most competent judges 
to form a high idea of its excellence ; but the frag«^ 
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menti nft so few» that it has only excited their re- 
gret that the speculations of so great a master, upon 
so interesting a subject, should have pushed by the 
hand of time. 4lir 

Upon the revival of learning, the attention of its 
cultivators was principally directed to the editing of^ 
and applying their skill to, the classics. Philology, 
by which the only true introduction to literature 
can be procured, was the chief object of their study. 
Mdancthon is said to have attempted something like 
the philosophy of law ; and a German, of the name 
o(^- Benedict Winkler, published, in 1615, a work 
entitled of the Prindpks of Law. The science of 
jurisprudence received very little improvement from 
their e$&)rts. At last, tlie celebrated Hugo Grotius 
directed his inquiries to the investigation of this in* 
tereating subject. He is represented to have done 
80 in consequence of perusing the works of Lord 
Bacon, and at the solicitation of Nicolas de Feiresc, 
<MQcillor to the parliament of Provence,* whom 
fiayle ^lls the " Attorney General of literature." 
Few men were better qualified than Grotius for such 
AU enterprize. He was possessed of strong natural 
sense, extraordinary acuteness, capable of the most 
profound reflection, his erudition very extensive, his 
^ding prodigious, and application to study, in the 
fiudst of very various occupations, constant and un- 
wearied ; and, besides, hiA love of truth was sincere. 

* Barbeyrac's Tranriatioa of PofiBsadoiff, Pn&ce, p. 77- 
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Tlie celebrated work, De Jure Belli ac PaciM, an(il 
which he had originally designed to have entitled 
De Jure Naturtt et Gentium^ wa$ first published at . 
Paris, in ]6i£5, and dedicated to Louis XIIL The 
history of literature affords no similar example of a 
work of science producing so instantaneous, and at 
the same time so permanent an effect upon all the 
civilized nations of Europe. The most eminent men 
of the age wrote commentaries upon it** It was 
explained publicly in the universities ; and though 
Grotius himself had studiously avoided scholastic 
subtleties, yet all the logomachy of the schoob iSbs 
introduced about the meaning of particular words 
used in the treatise. 

In 1640, John Selden published a work cpncern* 
ing the law of nature and nations, according to the 
doctrine of the Jews.f The learned are generally 
agreed that it was written in opposition to Grotius, 
to whom, however, he never alludes. He considers 
the subject as having never been discussed before ; 
but his theory is not founded upon natural4«asoD, 
but upon what are called the Seven Precepts of 
Koah, whose authority rests upon a rabbinical 
fable. 



♦ Only fifty years after the death of Grotius, it was publishec^ at 
Frankfort on the Oder, Cum Commentariis Variorum ; zm honour, 
says Baylcy which was bestowed upon the ancients only, after the 
lapse of many ages. 

f Its title is, Joannis Seldeni de Jure Natural! ot Gentium juxta 
Disciplinam Ebraeorum I«ibri Scpteni. Londini l640| foU 
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The only successor worthy of Grotius, about this 
period^ was Samuel Baron de PuffendorfF. His 
Elements of Universal Jurisprudence were first pub- 
lished at the Hague in 1660; and again, in 1684| he 
published the same work, but greatly enlarged. It 
is composed upon a much more extensive plan than 
that of Grotius, and is more methodical. We shall 
afterwards find that it was also introduced into the 
Scotish universities ; but, at the time of which we 
are speaking, Grotius was the text-book. 

So fashionable had the study of natural juitfpru* 
dence become, that a professor was esteemed to have 
neglected the most interesting and important part of 
his course, if lie omitted to read with his students 
Grotius* treatise. It is impossible to peruse this 
work without being strongly impressed with the 
idea, that 1k)w learned soever the professor niight be^ 
he had a difficult task to perform. Young gentle- 
men, who had only been initiated into the elements 
of criticism, and whose acquaintance with the clas- 
sics could hot be presumed to be very intimate, felt 
great disgust at the many quotations from authors 
in all known languages. The pertinency of many 
of these passages may surely be questioned ; and the 
applicability of a very great proportion of them is to 
be ascertained by critical acumen, of which few are 
possessed. It was the fashion of authors in those 
times to display a great profusion of learning in all 
their writings. They could not divest themselves of 
early habits; and, from the frequency with which 
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quotations were made, there seems to be Uttle doubt 
that the greater number imagined that their work^ 
either were or would be supposed to be imperfi^ct 
without such an embellishment.* A custom, there* 
fbre, which was prescribed by necessity, wasf speedily 
introduced, of editing what may be called a syllabus 
pf the work of Grotjus. In this the authors did not 
confine themselves to the words of the original, 
though they adopted the form of expression there 
employed, whenever it appeared to be consistent 
with^eir plan. As Grotius was justly esteemed 
a standard book, their object seems to have been to 
giye an abstract of the philosophical speculations it 
jDcmtained respecting jurisprudence (the only part 
useful for their peculiar purpose as the public in« 
St rue tors of the youth), and to omit the criticisms 
upon languagjS^ the classical allusiqns, and a great 
mass of other miscellaneous matter. It has been so 
often mentioned in the former part pf this work, 
that it seems unnecessary to repeat, that the profeft* 
sor9i not in Scotland only, l)ut throughout the whole 
of flurope, at this time, dictated their lectures to the 

* How frequently does the great Roman orator introdoce qoota^ 
tions from Ennius, Pacuvius, and Lucilias, not tq mention his great 
Grecian masters. All that I me^n to express at present is, that at 
human nature has always been actuated by similar passions, the 
|}eavitiful allusions which Cicero has so happily made, in his philosp- 
phical works ' particularly, discover the bias of his early studies, 
and with what enthusiastic ardour he indulged in his early recollec-* 
tions. 
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students ; a custom whijch I think coulii easily be 
proved to have originated frotn the anxiety ^of the 
teachers: that those under th^r care might be pos- 
sessed of a complete system of the doctrines taught 
in their course^ and that, for many reasons, this was 
the best method to benefit them essentially ; because, 
though it did mbst assuredly consume time, the pro* 
feasor was not precluded from subjoining such ex- 
temporary remarks, by way of elucidation or con« 
firmation, as either the abstruse nature of th&sub* 
ject, or the proficiency of his pupils, might mder 
expedient. 

About the beginning of this year, and previous to 
the induction of Mr Areskine, Mr William Scott, 
one of the regents of philosophy, published an 
abridgment of Grotius ** Antwtationibus et Comment 
ioirm sekctis illustratum in usum studiosa Juoentutis 
Jca^mUe Edinenm. Edinburgh 1707, 4/0.** It 
is dedicated to the patrons. The apology, in his pre- 
facci is to abridge the labour of the students. He 
lias taken considerable liberties with his author in 
regard to the text ; but his commentaries are plain 
and judicious, accompanied with great modesty. As 
far as I have consulted it, I entertain little doubt 
but that it may still be read with advantage by 
young students. 

The foundation of a new professorship of the law 
of nature and nations appears to have been'^oceasion* 
ed in a great measure by Mr Areskine*s interest at 
Vol. IL £ 
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court, in ooMequence of tbie active pait which htH 
connexions had taken in regard to the accbnijiliaiiik 
ment of the union of the two kingdoms* In 1700^ 
When only twenty years of skge, after a coinparative 
trial, he had been elected regent of phUosophy, and 
had probably been educated for the church. He 
hecatne a member of the faculty of advocates 17^ 
June 1704 ;* and, we have seen, entered upon his 
new function in November 1707* I rathdr imagine 
thayus public lectures on jurisprudence were noon 
dis(^tinued. Thie four regents had been aiccustom^ 
ed to give lectures to their students upon that sub* 
ject ; and many of the topics which they were called 
upon to discuss were nearly allied to the theory of 
public law; and it is not improbable that Such stu* 
dents as proposed to be lawyers, viewed it in the 
light of an innovation ; and as they were not oom- 
pielled by any statute to attend his prelections, th^ 
speedily became indifferent to the task, and rather 
considered it as an unnecessary labour. 

The great majority of the faculty of advocatea 
were then strbngly attached to the exiled family. 
So wete, and, if possible, in a higher degree, the so^ 

* The following U extracted ftb'm the records of that honooraUe 
body. ** 17th June 1704. — Mr Charles Areskine, son to the late Lorcl. 
Ckrdross^ was publicly examined upon the title li fuadrvfei pm^ 
'rim fi^t90iitUidur ; and, being found qualified, was remitted to t]^e 
D^n, for a law for l|is lesson before the Lords, as use is.** 
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ciety of writers to the signet. In short, the legal 
strength (if I may so express myself) of the whole 
nation was hostile to the union, which was then 
the great rallying point, and by which a man's poli- 
tical opinions were estimated. The institution, there 
for^ of this tegius professorship was intended as a 
mark of the most decided attention of goyeminent 
to the bar, a:s none but a member of the faculty of 
advocates is competent to receive that appointment* 

Mr Areskine's practice as a Scotish barrister be- 
came considerable in a very short time. Hq^.'came 
better prepared than most young men to the study 
of the law ; and the success which he afterwards had 
in life, must be ascribed to this, as well as to his di- 
ligence and application in the profession he had cho- 
sen. 

Archibald Earl of Islay, and afterwards Duke of 
Argyle, from the period of his being appointed Lord 
High Treasurer of Scotland, which was in 1705, till 
his decease in 1 761, was the confidential servant of 
government, and managed the whole Scotish affairs. 
It is not improbable that it was through his Lord- 
ship's influence that Mr Areskine was created pro- 
fessor of public law ; but it is certain that, tfalbugh 
him, he was made Solicitor-General in 17^5, and 
Lord Advocate in 1737* The same generous patron 
got him advanced to the bench in 1 744, when he 
assumed the title of Lord Tinwald; and, in the 
course of a &w years, he was promoted to be Lord 
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Justice-Qerk. H^ die4 in extreme old age in 17689 
much respected. Me uniformly discharged the du-* 
ties of the various public stations which he filled, 
with great credit to himself^ and much tp the satis-t 
faction of the public. He is represented as having 
been an able civilian, an easy apd graceful speaker,t 
and possessed of very ingratiating manners, 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Mts far teaching m ike Unvoerritif^^Tlit Aietapfy^ 
m taught — Natural Philosophy — Professorship of 
Greek established-^The Library — Another attempt 
to accommodate English Dissenters — The High 
Sckool^^rofessorsh^ of Botany — Of Chemistry — 
DrPitcairn. 

Paitt spirit Was carried to a great height in Scot<» 
luid at the beginning of the last centuty. Jealousy 
prevailed between the two nations ; and the mutual 
recriminations which daily issued from the press^ 
produced the natural effect of withdrawing the at* 
tention of all parties from the cultivation of polite 
learning. The press was laid under restraints; 
and| among other restrictions, the Town-Coidicfl^ 
upon SOth February I7O8, declared, that, '^ for thi 
better discovering of the printers of public ptpen « 
pamphlets within this city, liberties, and privilef 
thereof^ wliich may be justly censured by the g<m 
nent, statute and ordain that, in time comings J 
of the said pi#ters presume to print any ptfi 
pamphlets without affixing their names tbf 
pi||ted by them, under the penalty of fif 



to be paid by the transgressors herein ; and ordained 
these presents to be printed and published, that none 
may pretend ignorance.*^ The universities " partici- 
pated of the general agitation ; and the peace and 
quietness of academical retirement was most mate- 
rially interrupted. The i^Ourei:si of the unioui how- 
ever, still maintained the "ascendancy ; and really 
Avere extremely desirous to improve the plan of 
tejEiiphing in tiie university. Tbi petsoa who wa$ 
nj^st aqtive at this time, not only in whatever re- 
spected the i^tisnestfli oC the college, but the welfare 
of U}c cijty of Edinburgli iia general, was Sir Samuel 
M'^llan^ who had been repeatedly ra^Mld to tbp 
dignity of Lord Provost, and was member for the 
city. He was a decided whig, and strongly per- 
^uj^dj^.of thp political expediency and th& advan^ 
t^ges which, would accompany the union. He was 
r^l^i^rljif^bLQ for his- p^b}ic spirit, and was generally 
esteei^ed, as aQ upright and liberal minded magis^t 
tra^te ; ^m}. sq highly was he respected, that, at his 
dciQea^e, thpugh not in o£Sce at the time, the ma^- 
trat?8 riesolved ta attend his fMneral ia their robes* 
li^.MWS pcpyosit during the year 1708. The follow 
ing.n^jbqiute, of the Town-<>Cpuncil throws great light 
^pPR. t)pe stAte of llie university at that time» 

• . ■ » ' 

''Edmbarglh I6th June I7OS. 
^^ The council taking to their consideration what; 
m^.b$ tb|S mQst proper methods foiUdyancing 0^ 
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lewitftg iQ th^ir owa college of Edinburgh, have 
agneed ^f^on the fciUowiiig articles as au rule of teach- 
ing id :tfa0 Said college i-^j'rimo, Tha tU the parts 
fif phil<N9Qphy be taught in two years, asathey are 
jo: the most famous universities abroad. Secundoi 
That, as a consequence of this article^ there be biit 
twa philosophy classes in the college, to be taught by 
two of the four present professors of philosophy. 
Tpr^io^ That, in the first of these classes^ the students 
be taught logic and metaphysics ; and, in the las^ a 
jcooipend of ethics and natural phil68q>by. Qmrto^ 
Because there are many useful things belonging to 
the pneumatics and moral philosophy, which the two 
professors^ in the present method of teaching classes, 
cannot overtake therefbce iJL is: proposed that one of 
the two remaining professors shall be appointed to 
teach those two parts of philosophy more fiilly, at 
$uch times ^s the students are not obliged to be in 
tbeic classes ; and because he has not the charge of 
a claas, he may have public lessons of philpsopl^ in 
the common hall, where all the students may be pre- 
sent, at such timv a^ shall be jnost convenient. 
Qjumia^ Itiat there shall bi&a ^ed professor of Greek ; 
but s0 that neither b$ nor his fniccessors shaU^ upoxi 
any pretence whatsoj^ver^ eqdieavour to hinder ' the 
admission of students into the philosophy classes iu 
the usual ibanner, although they have not been 
taught Greek by bini. Sexto, And, in regard thte 
pvesent profttscMrs have given proof of their quar 
lifications in aU the f>aito both of phUoiSophy and 
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Greek, thereforei when any of these four professore 
places become vacant, the remahring professom^vf 
these now in places, allenarly shall have the oflfbr of 
the vacancy according to their standing ; anil, when 
one chooses it, the rest shall, in the like mainiiery be 
allowed to succeed him^ 

** The same day, the council considering, that as the 
knowledge of the Greek tongue is a valuable piece 4>f 
learning, and much esteemed in all parts of the world 
where tetters and science do flourish, so they, being 
willing to contribute their utmost endeavour to ad- 
vance the knowledge of that language, do judge 
that nothing can more effectually promote the said 
end, than the fixing a professor of Greek within the 
college of this burgh : And the council being fully 
satisfied with the sufficiency and capacity of Mr 
William Scott, one of the professors of philosophy 
thett, as to the discharging of the said office and 
profession, they do therefore agree that the said Mr. 
William Scott be professor of Greek in the said coU 
lege, and have right to aU the fees, profits, empltt« 
mentSy^and privileges, belonging to the said profes* 
sion, or which he ftormerly enjoyed : Providing 
always, likeas it is hereby specially provided and 
declared, that, notwithstanding of this present^ it 
shall be lawful for any student to enter to the jemy 
class, or any su)>erior class, albeit he was not a bajaPi 
or taught Greek by the said Mr William Scott, sick* 
like and as freely in all respects as formerly : De* 
daring, that the said Mr^illiam Scott, by his de* 
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gree of seniority amongst the professors of philoao* 
pfajr, or otherwaysy and which he presently possessesi 
is not to be prejudged or impaired by his acceptation 
hereof ; but that he and his successors in office and 
profession shall^ according to their admission, be 
numbered and placed amongst the professors of phi* 
losophy, whereanent these presents shall be a war« 
rand. 

** The same day, the council, taking to their serious 
consideration, that it is of great importance, for the 
better education of the students in the college of 
Edinburgh, that, while they are learning the several 
parts of philosophy, they should have an opportunity 
of being more fully instructed in pneumatics and 
moral philosophy than diey can be by tlie present 
method of teaching classes, do therefore appoint 
Mr William Law, professor of philosophy in the col« 
lege of Edinburgh, to teach pneumatics and moral 
philosophy to the students, at such times aa they 
are not obliged to be in their classes : And seeing 
the said Mr William Law is not to have the charge 
of a particular class, they do appoint him to have 
public lessons of philosophy in the common hall» 
where all the students shall be present, at such times 
as shall be most convenient. But because it may 
not 1^ convenient that the said Mr William Law 
sfaouff leave the class that he hath at present, until 
they have finished their course of philosqphy, which 
they cannot do before April next, therefore^ they 
appoint that the said Mr William Law shall begin to 
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iMch the said pneumatics aud moral plulosophy it| 
October 1709: And because the said Mr WiUiatq 
La# iqay be at considierable loss by thia alteratioB, 
ihereftite, the council are to use endeavours to find 4 
fiind which wili afford fifty pounds sterling yearly to 
the said Mr William (<aHr, by s^od attour of his pre* 
sent salary: And, in the mean time, the couneilji 
with the extraordinary deacons, oblige themselveSn 
pmd their successors in ofiicei to pay to the said Mr 
William Law five hundred merks yearly, commenoing 
from October 1709; and appointod the present and 
succeeding collide treasurers to pay to the said. Mr 
William Xaw the aforesaid sum of five hundred 
merks yearly of additional salary, together with the 
present salary paid: to him^ at t\fo terms in the year^ 
Whitsunday and Martinmas yearly, beginning the 
first term's^ payment al; Whitsunday 17 10, and thence- 
forth termly uiitii the said fund of ^ty pqunda stert 
|lpg be ppovided^* ;^ 

The patrons werfe anxiously desirous that the samci 
methods of teaching, should be established that pre» 
vailed in the foreign universities; They more parti*^ 
cularly alluded to U;trecht and Leyden; fpr those 
si^minaiues were^not only iii the zenith of their repu?^ 
tatioh at this* tiiiie, but they were the great pla|£SJo£ 

taff 



to such Scotsmen a; proposed to taKe the 
benefit pf toeing educated abroad. The rpvooattoii 
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of the edict of Nantz, in 1685, had dissolved all 
connexion between the Scotish protestant studeqts 
and the universities of France. The states of Hol- 
land alone afforded them an opportunity of euttivat* 
mg those studies to which they were so mrnch at-r 
taehed : and the spirit of independence is so p6H^er« 
fill a stimulus, that the professors of those universities^ 
daring this period, became by far the most eminent 
literary characters i^ Europe. In criticism, in law, 
aad in medicine, they have had few rivals* 

The economy of the university has sustained very 
little alteration since this arrangement in 1708. The 
ordinary regular course of study has nearly cotitinue^ 
tbe saifne. The propriety and good effects of the 
division of labour now began ta be perceived*. The 
variety of subjects on which each professor had 
Ibrmerly to prelect, could not fail to. distract hi9 
own attention, and render it impossible for bim to 
dojuatice to a great part cif his cfnirse. It was, 
therefore^ resolved, that thiefe should be two philo- 
sophy classes. 

The ancients divided phtlosopfay, I. Into natural^ 
which included all speculative sciences, 'Gonceruing 
substances, whether corporeai or incorporeal* 8. Into 
moral, which included ethics aqd politics.; and, 3, 
ra/JiM/, which comprehended lx>gic and rhetoric. 
Aristotle, however, was the author who referred all 
the coipmon attributes of spiritual substances, those 
which related to God and the human soul, to what 
he called metaphysics. The scholastics fpUowed his 
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example. The logic taught at this time Was litClcf 
more than a repetition of the same system, of which 
so full an account has been given in the former part ^ 
of this work. The metaphysics were, if possibly of 
a much more abstract nature. This science, as it wat 
called, speculated *^ de ente quod a materia est ah* 
iiractum.'* It formed, therefore, a system which 
pretended to explain the most general properties of 
all spiritual existences, but more especially those of 
God and the human soul* This attempt at genera- 
lization constituted a part of what is the chief 
characteristic of the Aristotelian philosophy* 3ttt the 
period has now gone by for conceiving it to be with- 
in the reach of the human faculties to establish 8 
system which m^ not improperly be called '^ the 
Philosophy of the Universe." This, however, wa» 
the error of Aristotle, Des Cartes, and many others^ 

Ontology, which was the first subject treated of 
in metaphysics, was the mosft cobweb science tluvt 
ever exercised the ingenuity of philosophers* Thcr ^ 
doctrines it contained are so fugitive in their nature, 
and in general so unintcU^ibl^ that nothing tiut 
early prejudice, and deference to great names, could 
ever have rendered it a popular study. It, however, 
did become popular ; because many men possessed of 
true philosophic genius, of great industry and know- 
ledge, though they had, according to their own con* 
ceptions, fnlly appreciated the value of such puerile 
studies, yet would have injured their usefulness and 
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well earned reputation, had they not gi^en way to 
the system then in vogue. Like every author who 
publishes a system of philosophy, many opinions and 
theories must be investigated by a professor in his 
course, the absurdities of which must be exposed ; 
and the greater proportion of the history of philo- 
sophy consists of an enumeration and refutation of 
principles which had been gratuitously assumed. 

The next head of the system of metaphysics was 
an inquiry into the human mind. No subject can 
be conceived by man to be more interesting. The 
method in which the investigation was ^nducted, 
could^ardly lead to any satisfactory resmts. The 
critical question was still esteemed to be of prime 
importance, that is, whether the thinking principle 
was different from every thing corporeal. If we are 
to attempt to make any progress in the philosophy of 
mind, the assumption of either theory can afford us 
very, little assistance in the outset of our inquiries* 
By fair induction, it may hereafter become a point 
completely settled ; but he who succeeds in the de« 
monstratiofl^ must have, proceeded in his method of 
philosophizing after a quite contrary order. 

Metaphysicians also assumed the proposition as a 
fact not to be disputed, that the mind of man was a 
simple uncompounded substance; whereas matter 
was an aggregate of many different substaiKCs* 
These observations, of course, were intended to refer 
to the livipg animal only. But, perhaps,, it might 
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not oocur to these philosophers, that, as they chose 
to express themselves, the ** res cogitans tit ummt 
^uoddam et smpkx^^ was only removing the profound j[ 
mystery of the constituent principleis of the " rcl " 
tqgiiawT a little farther from our view; and tfaus^ 
by a process not uncommoni by the ajBTectation of 
making every thing appear to be capable of a simple 
solution^ conceal the real difficulty from observation* 
Mind possesses qnaiittes by which it is distinguished, 
as weU as matter. For examplci mind is wliat rea* 
fonsi wiQsi &c» Body, what is extended, &c. These^ 
as the olt^netaphysicians would say, are their '^cMt* 
mmnissifnaiUtributa /' but, in neither case, have we 
advanced far in the art of philosophizing. The in- 
crtness of matter was assumed as an axiom, while 
the natural activity of spirit was as gratuitously 
conceded ; and, upon these two, the whole theories 
depended which were then so popular. Agaitt, 
generation and corruption were denied to mind, but 
predicated of matten 

In their speculattdns respecting the powers of the 
mind, that is, the phenomena which are to be ob« 
served by a careful analysis of its functions, they 
succeeded much better. There are certain features 
which present themselves in so broad an aspect, that 
It is impossible to pass them unobserved, such as the a 
£ve senses ; connected with which, they introduced * 
II great many abstract theories, which were of no 
teal value. This was^ however, tlie only part of th* 
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borirse from iirfaij^h any tllvb^that fesembled know* 
ledge could b« Stained, if tl^e except the inMrac- 

H tioAs they gtive upon natural tSieolbgy. The conrad 
of metaphysics generally concluded with thil, the 
most sublime of all subjects to which the mind of 
man can direct its attention. At this stage, the 
students read a portion of Cicero De Naiuru De&rUm, 
particularly the second book, in which he is thought 
to have delivered his own sentiments upon this in^ 
itetesting topic. 

In the second phUoscphy class, ethics and natural 
philosophy were to be taught The th^oMpf morals 
had, as yet, been little studied in the schools of 
modem times^ In England, indeed, Dr Cudworth, 
in his *' IntelUctual System^'' had attempted to ex- 
jplain and vindicate the theory of Plato, his master, 
With all the ardour and ability which the most pro« 
found erudition Could supply. Hobbes espoused 
the system of Epicurus ; and erected a superstructure 
which had s^ most dangerous tendency, enunciated 
with the utmost confidence, and maintained with a 
degree of acuteness and discrimination to which few 
parallels are to be fbukid in the history of philosophy, 
llieir works were, however, at that time but little 
known in Scotland, Locke's immortal work, first 

i published in 1699} gave a new impulse, as well at 
direction, to the studies of British philosophers of a 
Metaphysical turn of mind. Previous to that, era^ 
the prelections in the public schools upon ethics 
were chiefly directed to au enumeration and classifi^ 
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cation of the public and private duties mankind aie 
flailed upon to discbarge as members of society. 
Cicero's treatise De Offidia^ in which he chiefly fol- 
lows the StoicSi was read, as it still is in some uni<* 
versitiesi and commented on by the professors, and 
may justly be considered as the ground«work of the 
system they taught. 

It is much more difficult to give any thing like a 
tolerable account of the lectures which were deliver* 
ed on natural philosophy at this time, than any of 
the other sciences enjoined to be taught under the 
new arraMement. From the earliest ages, the at* 
tention of philosophers had been directed to the 
wonderful phenomena of nature ; and they speedily 
set about composing systems, by which their know* 
ledge might be arranged ; and engaged in the agree- 
able pleasure of explaining, as they imagined, the 
causes and reasons of what they had observed in the 
natural world. It was this passion for system-build* 
ing that induced Thales, Pythagoras, and others, to 
become the founders of separate sects, and to pro* 
pose theories which should account for whatever they 
beheld. Aristotle had engaged in the same under«> 
taking; and the authority he had obtained as a phi« 
losopher upon other subjects, added greatly to the 
popularity of his system of physics. In the middle 
and dark ages, his works, or those supposed to be 
bis, relative to this subject, were the text«books of 
the public professors. Whilst the discoveries and« 
just reasonings of Copernicus, I^epler, and Galileo^ 
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Were held incontempt^ the peripatetic system still 
maidtained its ascendancy. Lord Bacon, the con- 
teipporary of the two last mentioned philosophersi 
was the first who pointed out the only just method 
of philosophising. He clearly shewed that Aristotle 
accommodated his physics to his logics, instead of 
doing, as he ought to have done, giving such a kind 
of logic as would have been of real use in physics. 

The person, however, who did more to undermine 
the credit of Aristotle^s physics than any other indi- 
vidual in those days, was the celebrated Des Cartes^ 
a man of a bold and enterprising genius, who^ with all 
the confidence of very superior abilities, had the hardi- 
hood to set about the task of inventing a system, by 
which all the phenomena of nature were to be ex-* 
plained. It is only necessary to observe here, that 
how visionary soever his system of cosmogony may 
be esteemed to be, that it speedily found many pro- 
selytes among the learned ; and its doctrines were in-* 
troduced into the European universities, both pfotes- 
tant and popish* 

The university of Edinburgh possessed the high 
honour of having been the first public seminary in 
Europe in which the Newtonian philosophy was 
publicly taught. Sir Isaac was indeed Lucasian pro^ 
fessor of mathematics at Cambridge; and, conse- 
quently, much honour is reflected upon that illustri-- 
0U8 seminary, by having cherished in its bosom thd 
greatest philosopher of any age or country. But the 
doctrines of the Principia were, at their first publi- 

Vol. II. f 
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cation, received at Cambridge with a degree of cdld* 
ness, which, at this distance of time, appears to be 
unaccountable. The sister university took the lead 
in patronizing Newton's philosophy in England; 
but it was in Scotland where its high rank in the 
circleTof the sciences was first asserted. 

David Gregory was the first European professor 
who illustrated the philosophy of Newton in any 
public academy. He was admitted professor of ma- 
thematics in the university of Edinburgh upon 17th 
October 1683,* when only twenty-two years of age. 
His uncl^ James Gregory, whose controversy, or 
rather arnica collaiio^ with Sir Isaac Newton, is 
well known, had shewn him the illustrious example 
of great success in the prosecution of mathematical 
science, which inspired his youthfhl, but naturally 
ardent, mind with the idea of rivalling his illustri* 
ous predecessor. The " Principia^' of Newton were 
first published in 1687 ; and, in a very short time aP* 
ter, he read lectures to his students upon the doc- 
trines it contained. In I69I, he was preferred to 
be Savilian professor of astronomy at Oxford ; but 
the impression which he had made upon his pupils 
at Edinburgh was not to be effaced. The most ce* 
lebrated of those youths was John Keill, a native of 
the city of Edinburgh, who, possessing a kindred 
spirit with his master, and a devotedness to the cul- 
tivation of the same studies, determined to follow 

* Counc. Regt8t« vol. xxx. p« 242. 
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Dr Gregory^s fortunes, and to profit by his example 
and instructions. He repaired, therefore, to Oxford 
in 1694; and was the first who, in England, illus- 
trated the Newtonian philosophy, by experiments, 
publicly exhibited to those who attended his prelec* 
tions. And such was the fame which he acquired, 
that the university of Oxford conferred upon him 
the degree of doctor of medicine, without any solici-* 
tation on his part. Thus, Gregory in Scotland, and 
Keill in IBngland, were the first public lecturers on 
the " Principia,'^ and both issued from the same 
school. 

In the minute of the town^council, quoted above, 
there seems to be some ambiguity as to the person 
whose duty it should be to teach natural philosophy. 
One would be apt to imagine, from the manner in 
which it IS expressed, that the professor of moral 
philosophy also taught natural philosophy. I am 
inclined to think, howevef, that this was not the 
case, from another minute of the subsequent year. 

" 18iA May 1709.-^The council appointed Gavin 
Plummet, present town-treasurer, to subscribe, in 
name of the good town, for the sum of fifty pounds 
sterling, in order to the procuriiig instruments and 
machines necessary for confirming and illustrating, 
by experiments, the truths advanced in the mathe* 
matics and natural philosophy within the university 
of this burgh, conform to the proposal emitted by 
the Mncipal and professors thereof for that end : 
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And the good town bind and oblige them, and their, 
successors, to free and relieve the said Gavin Plum- 
mer of his said subscription.''* 

The mathematical professor at this time was Mr 
James Gregory, brother to David, whom he succeed- 
ed on 23d September I692. There can be no doubt 
that he was anxious to imitate his brother's example* 
He appears to have done what his successor, Mr 
IVrLaurin, afterwards did, who taught natural phi- 
losophy, until it was erected into a separate profits- 
sion. 

The patrons entered with spirit into the view of 
benefiting the students, and affording them more 
ample opportunities of improvement. While they 
Avere learning the several parts of philosophy, Mr 
William Law was appointed to deliver lectures on 
pneumatics and moral philosophy to the students, in 
the common hall, at such* times as they were not in 
their classes-f The principal, as was formerly men- 
tioned, was in the practice of delivering lectures on 
sulyjects connected with theology in this way.;^ Mr 
Law was to teach gratis ; his former salary to be 

* Counc. Regist. vol. xxxix. p.d7i* 

f So early as 3d December 1628, the professor of metaphysics 
vftA required to *' make a public lesson once a-week in said science." 
Couhc. Regist. vol. xiv# p. 119« 

X Principal Colville, in the beginning of his " Prolegomena in Phi« 
losophiam Moralera Christianam,'' thus expresses himself: ** Cum 
nobis animosit (Deo dante) ethicam Christianam in auditorioi^blico 
pnelegere,** &c. 
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Jfontinucd, with the addition of 500 merks ; and, in 
short, his salary was to be at the least fifty pounds 
sterling. It is probable that this arrangement con- 
tinued until 1729, as shall be afterwards explained. 

Many attempts had been made to establish a 
separate professorship of the Greek language; and 
at last this was accomplished. One of the earliest 
foundations in the univesftity was that of humanity ; 
but no such chair had existed in the academy of 
Amsterdam or universities of Utrecht or Ley den. 
In each of these, however, there was a professor of 
Greek, whose titles, at full length, were, Grcecce 
Lingu^f Historiarum et Eloyueniia Professor. They 
conjoined the study of the Latin tongue with the 
Greek ;'and, at the beginning of the session, public- 
ly advertised what authors, and passages of authors, 
were to be explained in the course of it. This still 
continues to be done in several foreign universities ; 
but, as far as I can learn, the only university under 
the British crown where this is punctually attended 
to is Trinity College, Dublin. The institution of a 
separate professorship of Greek has been productive 
of the most signal advantages to the university of 
Edinburgh. 

Upon the same l6th June 1708, the Lord Provost 
and Council, convened in the high common hall of 
the college of Edinburgh, did appoint " Bailie Archi- 
bald Cockburn, and the committee for the college, 
tQ inquire what books are lent out of the college 
l\h^jyp or are wanting, according to the catalogues 
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thereof, and to make report to the council betwi&lc 
and the tenth day of July next. And, in the mean* 
timcf, appoint the bibliothecarius to furnish the com- 
mittee with the receipts of the books lent, and to 
mark what books probably may be recovered, and 
what not : And further, the council recommends to 
the said committee to fall upon some expedient 
that may promote the settii^ of the chambers in the 
college : and, in order thereto, to see how far they 
need reparation, and to report/' 

" The^same day, the council, considering that the 
promiscuous lending of books may be of ill con^ 
sequence to the library ; therefore, to obviate the 
same in time coming, the couocil, for hereaftct» 
strictly prohibits and discharges the library" keeper 
to lend books belonging to the said library to any 
person whatsoever, except to the masters of the 
college, and to such students as shall procure war- 
rants under their own masters hands for such books 
as they are to borrow; and when books are thus 
lent, whether to the said masters or students, they 
are to be returned within the space of three 
months ; and each master to be liable, not only for 
the books lent to himself, but also for those lent to- 
their respective students by their warrants : And the 
council recommends to the several masters of the 
college to abstain from borrowing any books out of 
the said library, except for their own use allenarly : 
And to the end this act may be more punctually 
observed, the library keeper is hereby ordained, from 
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6ine to time, to give information to the college 
treasurer against the masters, transgressors hereof, 
that the payment of their salaries may be stopped 
accordingly : Moreover, in regard there is nothing 
more wanting than an exact alphabetical catalogue, 
whit!h the library keeper was ordered to prepare 
some years ago, the council did, therefore, pe- 
remptorily order and enjoin the said library keeper 
to prepare an exact alphabetical catalogue of all the 
books belonging to the library, betwixt and the 
first day of January 1710, under the pain of depri- 
vation : And, lastly, the council discharges the lend- 
ing of manuscripts, under any pretence whatsoever; 
and appointed the library keeper to find' caution be- 
twixt and the tenth day of July next.*** 

The indispensible necessity of every learned so- 
ciety being in possession of a good library is very 
manifest; but it is difficult, in almost all cases, t& 
frame such a set of regulations so as to obviate even 
reasonable objections ; and it is much more difiiicult, 
when the caprice and selfish passions of men are 
taken into calculation, to carry these into effect. The 
scarcity of books, before the invention of printing, is 
well known ; and this disadvantage was felt by no 
men more severely than by those students who were 
destined for the learned professions. Hence arose 
the practice of public teachers dictating their lectures 
to their pupils, and examining with care the accuracy 
of the transcriptions they had made ;-^a custom, aa 

* Counc. Regist* vol.xiy. p« 119- 
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we have seen, which continued for a very long period 
after its necessity was superseded. 

In the management of a well furnished library, 
there are two questions which naturally occur,— t 
Ought the books to be lent out to the students, or 
liberty only granted to them to consult such authors, 
within the library, as the course of their studies may 
render convenient, if not necessary ? As almost all 
the learned incorporations of modern Europe have 
arisen out of monastic institutions, the latter plan 
has been most generally adopted ; and it certainly is 
the only method by which the books can be pre- 
served entire. On the other hand, it is a great re^ 
straint upon studious men, and greatly interrupts 
the progress of their inquiries ;* and, besides, in a 
public-room much frequented, many interruptions 
necessiarily occur, independently of the few hours 
'during which it is kept open. The dilapidations, 
liowever, which have been committed in all our great 
libraries, by dishonest and indiscreet persons, have 
induced the proprietors and curators of such inttitu- 

* The celebrated Selden wad so offended at being refused the loan 
of some manuscripts from the Bodleian Library, that though ho ^had 
originally ititei^dcd to leave his collection of books to that, noble in- 
stitution, he left them to the students of the Inner and Middle Teni« 
pie, provided they would erect, within a limited time, a suitable 
building in which they might be deposited They declined to do 
this. His executors, one of whom was Chief-Justice Hale, presented 
them tQ the Bodleian Library. — Wood's Hisf. Univ. Qxon. |ib* ji, 
p. 53. 
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tions to adopt every precaution that similar violations 

of honour and fair dealing shall not happen.* The 

method which, till lately, was used in all our old 

libraries, was linking the books on the saine shelf by 

a chain secured by a padlock.f This clumsy device 

was abandoned after the ingenious invention of 

manufacturing and working wire became generally 

known* The chain, however, was used in the library 

of the university of Edinburgh; but appears to have 

been discontinued some short time after 1730, when a 

new economy respecting its management was thought 

necessarv. 

The patrons, who appear to have been actuated by 
the most pure and honourable motives, were well 
aware of the abuses which had crept in, and of the 
real loss which the library had sustained thereby ; 
and, as trustees for the public, they formed ,the re- 
solution of rectifying them in a manner which woulcll^ 
most effectually promote the interests of the uni- 
versit}^ The earliest permission granted to the 
librarian to lend books, which I can discover, was 

• Pulydore Virgil is represented by Wood as having been the 
first who procured the king*s mandate to have permission to borrow 
MSS. from the library of Humphrey Duke of Gloucester, when he 
could procure them by no other means. Others followed his exam* 
plef by which a most admirable collection, which can never be re» 
stored, was, in the course of about eighty years, nearly destroyed,— 
Wood's Hist. Univ. Oxon. lib. ii. p. 50. 

\ The ring through which the chain went was fastened to the 
book in such a way, that the book could be consulted, though not 
abstracted from the shelf. 
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to William Henderson, 4th October 1667 ; and he 
was enjoined not to give out books without a re^ 
eeipt ; from which it would atppear no siach securitjr 
had been taken before that time.''*' Though this 
practice had been continued, yet still this pre* 
caution was found insufficient to correct the evils 
complained of; and, therefore, the Lord Provost, 
Sir Patrick Johnstone (one of the Johnstones of 
Westerhall, whose descendant. Sir William Pultney, 
founded a new profesorship of agriculture in 1790), 
and council, who were not disposed to proceed to 
extremities, preferred steering a middle course. Books 
were to \>e lent to the masters, and to such students 
only as should present a warrant from one of them,, 
and the books to be returned in three months. 
Perhaps a better plan could not be devised for a 
seminary frequented by a small number of students; 
0lht those that were in attendance at Edinburgh,, 
even at this time, were comparatively so numerous, 
that it operated in the way of entire seclusion, rather 
than any thing else. 

f he bibliothecarius was treated with considerable 
sharpness. This was Robert Henderson,^ the son 
of William, already mentioned. He and his father 
performed the duties of the offices of secretary and 
librarian to the university for the long period of 
nearly fourscore years. Both are represented to 

* Counc. Regist. vol. xxv. p. 49 and 60. 

t He was made liirafy»keepir 21st November l6S4.— Counc* 
Regist. vol. xxxi. p. 104. 
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have been weak men; and that they possessed a 
considerable share of vanity is perhaps very true<» 
This can only be considered as a pardonable infirmity. 
But the documents they left, and which still exists 
shew the most enthusiastic zeal for, and attachment 
to, their Jima Matef\ They have inserted in a rc« 
gister the books, prints, and curiosities, they were 
each the means of procuring : And, independently 
of their long and faithful services, it may be affirmed, 
without any invidious comparisons, that they exerted 
themselves more, in their peculiar way, for the inter- 
ests of the university, than all who have held similar 
situations since its foundation. There are two copies 
of the catalogue compiled by Robert still preserved; 
one in possession of the honourable the magistrates^ 
and another in the library of the college; and it is 
bat justice to add, that they are both drawn up with 
great neatness and accuracy. The dedication he has ^' 
prefixed is perhaps a little inflated. 

The librarians, tor nearly a century afker the 
foundation of the university, held their office du^ 
ranie bene placito; but the inconvenience, besides 
the injustice, of such an arrangement, was felt by 
all parties, in consequence of the frequent changes 
which it occasioned. The patrons, therefore, re- 
solved that it should be extended ad vitam aut culpam^ 
whicl), it will be allowed, is the only method by 
which the services of persons deserving of trust can 
be secured. The oath dejideli administratione was 
puncftually administered by the patrons, and caution 
was required. 
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Upon 28th July 1708, the Town-Council, who 
%vere still actuated by the honourable motive of 
emulating the foreign universisies in every branch of 
science, resolved that Mr Adam Drummond, surgeon, 
should be conjunct professor of anatomy with Mr 
Robert Elliott; but the time liad not yet arrived 
when the medical school in Edinburgh should be* 
come the most distinguished seminary in Europe for 
teaching medicine and surgery. More particular 
notice shall be taken of the appointment of Mr 
Drwmmond, when we come to treat of the medical 
school, in a subsequent chapter. 

The library of the divinity hall was founded on 
18th May 1698, by the late professor of theol^gy^ 
Dr George Campbell.* The number of volumes 
^ith which lie endowed it is not specified. Tlie 
Reverend Richard Straiten pf London, and the 
Reverend Thomas Wilkie of the Canongate, Edin^p 
burgh, contributed considerably to its extent and 
usefulness ; the former, at his death, having endow- 
ed it with seven hundred, and the latter with four 
hundred volumes^ This was in theyeai* 1719 9 they 
had been alumni of the university ;. and these legacies^ 
they wished to be considered as a testimony of their 
gratitude to their Alma Maier^ Previous to this 
period, the students of divinity were equally entitled 
to the privilege of procuring books from the largo 
library with any of the other cvoes of the university* 

^ Fid, the former volume, p. dS4« 
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There is no evidence by which it can be proved that 
I they were deprived of this right ; and I am decidedly 
of opinion that, upon paying the usual honorary to 
the library, any theological student who chose might 
still assert his privilege, though he had not feed any 
of the literary or medical professors ; and that suck 
an one, as a member of the faculty of theology, is 
virtually possessed of all the immunities of any 
other student in the university. Tlie custom of 
claiming this has been relinquished for upwards of 
a century, probably being esteemed unnecessary^ 
because they found that they were sufficiently sup- 
plied with such books as they had occasion or in* 
clination to consult from their own library. It does 
not follow, however, that the students of -philosophy 
or medicine have a similar claim upon the theologi- 
cal library, for this good reason, that, by express 
acts of the general assembly of the Church of Scot« 
land, the professor of divinity is prohibited from 
enrolling any one as a student in his department^ 
unless hie produce a satisfactory testimonial of moral 
character, and also of having regularly attended the 
preparatory classes. 

As a proof that there was originally no distinction 
made between theological and other students, I found, 
in the course of my researches in the library, seve- 
ral books that could not possibly belong to any 
other faculty ; such as a JVestminster Confession of 
Faith, with which was bound up a considerable 
quantity of writing paper, in order that the students 
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might sign the confession previous to beiiig admitted 
as members of the divinity halL No such test of 
orthodoxy is now required from students. Indeed^ 
the absurdity of requiring subscription from young 
men, who by supposition are ignorant, to any human 
system, i^ so glaring, that one cannot help expressing 
astonishment how, in any case, it can be defended in 
any protestant church. 

An account of the plan for the education of 
English dissenters, suggested by Principal Carstares^ 
has been already given. Obstacles occurred which 
prevented its being pvt into execution. The propo- 
sal, however, was not abandoned. The magistrates 
and ministers of the city, together with the profes- 
sors, zealously concurred in approving of it. Mr 
James M'Ewen, a master of arts, was encouraged to 
make trial of the scheme upon a small scale, though 
at his own risk ; and, to encourage him to proceed, 
the patrons came forward and contributed towsfrds 
his -assistance, as the following minute proves. 

'* Edinburgh^ 4th May 1 709. 
" The council, with the extraordinary deacons, 
appoiifted the chamberlain to pay to Mr James Mac* 
Ewen, master of arts in the university of Edinburgh, 
the sum of twenty-five pounds sterling, for encoura* 
ging him to carry on his design, so much approven 
of by the magistrates and council, patrons of the 
said college, and the reverend ministers of this city, 
and masters of the college, for setting up a public 
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boarding^houset where students, especially strangers^ 
may lodge and table together, under the oversight 
of a general tutor, to take care of their accommoda* 
tion, and inspect their morals, and to see that they 
miod their university business with their- respective 
masters, which will improve the youth, advance 
learnings and render the university teaching more 
effectual, and is of the greatest consequence to hu- 
man society, and will be most agreeable to all good 
christians."* Upon the subsequent 18th November, 
he was allowed fifteen pounds additional, ^^ for ne- 
gotiatmg affairs relative to the college of thij^ city." 

It is now impossible to ascertain wliat degree of 
fiQccess accompanied Mr M'Ewen's attempt One 
thing is evident, that he had every encouragement 
from the civil authorities and the literati of Edin- 
burgh which was likely to insure success. From 
the minute of council, inserted above, p. 86, it ap« 
pears that there were several chambers in the college 
unoccupied ; and that it was *^ recommended to the 
said committee to fall upon some expedient that may 
promote the setting of those chambers in the college ; 
and, in order thereto, to see how far they need repara* 
tion, and to report,** The most natural conjecture 
seems to be, that these chambers would have been 
repaired for this purpose, in order to accommodate 
Mr M^Ewen. But this was not the case. Sir Andrew 
Ramsay of Abbotshall, together with other donations 

* CoaDC. RegisU vol. xxxis. p. 33S. 
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to the college, had also left his town-house as a 
legacy to be applied to the same use. The patronfl^ 
granted to him an advantageous lease of it; and 
** Mr M^Ewen, prclacher^ granted bond for L.400 
Scots, as a year's rent of that lodging, in Niddry'* 
Wynd, belonging to the college, and possessed by 
him from Whitsunday 1711 to Whitsunday 1712, 
out of which was allowed him repairs/' &c.* 

It may be mentioned here, that Mr M'£wen wasy 
in 1718, publisher of the well known newspaper 
" the Edinburgh Evening Courant;** and that he 
was th# first who received permission from the 
magistrates to publish it three times in the week ; so 
that he seems to have been an enterpriziug man. 
The presence of Dr Calamyf in Edinburgh, about 
this time, could not fail to add new vigour to the 

* Counc. Regist vol* xl. p. 430. 

-f This eminent maj^ was presented with the degree of doctor of 
divinity by the university upon 2d May 1709, In the records of 
the college there is the following declaration in his own hand-writ*^ 
ingy signed by him, when he received his degree, ** I Mr Edmund 
Calamy^ minister of the gospel at London, do own the confession of 
£aiith composed by the assembly of divines at Westminster, which is 
hereunto prefixed, as the confession of my faith/' So highly and so 
juslly was he esteemed, that, when he paid a visit to Scotland m 
17099 in company with Mr John James Cassar, a German divine, 
who had come to this country requesting contributions for his poor 
oppressed German brethren, the Magistrates of Edinburgh, be- 
sides encouraging them in their benevolent undertaking, presented 
them with the freedom of the city« — Vid. College Records^ and 
Counc. Regist. vol. xxxix. p. 332. 
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KieaMfr^ and to encourage ail parties in Scotland to 
exert crery effort ih its favour. From the coniiden^i 
lial frieadsliip which had so long existed between 
Principal Carstares and Dr Calamy, it cannot be 
doubted that the scheme had the hearty concur^ 
rence 6f the latter, if it did not originate with him. 
From causes^ however, which cannot now be fully 
enankerated, the generous intentions of those con« 
cerbed eventually became ineffectual. That this 
unfertonate issue must be traced to the want of co* 
operation on the part of the English dissenters does 
not adakit of a doubt. That respectable body had long 
zealously maintained all the doctrines of the West<» 
minster Confession, which, indeed, was composed by 
themselves; and though some individuals among 
them objected io a few of the tlieories it contained, 
yet principally from conviction, and partly from 
timidity, or a dislike to innovation, the great mass 
of dissenters were Calvinists. They had as yet never 
ventured to defend the system of Arminius, the advo* 
caCes for which first made their appearance in the 
Ciiarcb of England* Laud, and his party, had 
espoused, that side of the queiBtion; and the able de- 
fences 6{ Burnet, Bull, &c. as well as the popular dis* 
eourses of TiUotson, &c. liad roused the attention 
of tlie intelligent and liberal minded to a more ac? 
eurate examination of the disputed points. Dis« 
^isitiofls upon these subjects had begun to be freely 
canvassed among the dissenters ; and, as happens in 
controversies on any subject^ the same mutual con« 
Vol. IL g 
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fidence between the contending parties no longef 
prevailed. The revival of. the Ariaq hypothesit bj 
Dr Clark^ a short time afteri was the signal for the 
declaration of open hostilities j and this warfare has 
been carried on to the present hour. 

In order to have rendered the plan perfectly effi^ 
cient, it was necessary that the most complete agree* 
menty as to the practicability and expediency of the 
measure, should have prevailed throughout^ the whole 
body of the dissenters. Sut every one knowa kow 
unlikely this was to happen, when once rdigioua 
controversy had been introduced. I therefiit^ en* 
tertain no doubt that this was the true cause of its 
proving abortive. Nothing aimilar to it has been 
projected sinic&t 

Puring the course of this year, Mr George Met 
drum, professor of divinity, died, and was succeeded 
by Mr William Hamilton, minister of Cramond^ near 
Edinburgh, upon l/th August 1709** The prafe»t 
sors of divinity had hitherto been also ministeni of 
the city ; and they discharged the duties of both of^ 
fices. The strong desire which the patrons possess-' 
ed to improve every department in the university^ 
iffiduced themi at this time to resolve that Mr H»* 
milton should have po ministerial charge, that h» 
attention might not be distracted from what was 
now to be his sole business. Excepting those of the^ 
Episcopal persuasion, a few Roman Catholicfl^ a few 

f Counc* Regist. toL xxxU» 
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Quaktfflf and still fr wer CameroniaiiS} thtire lArere po 
iliMeBteri fir6m the Established Church at that titnQ 
m Edinburgh ; and the duties of a clergyman, who 
bad the charge of one of the parishes into which 
Edinburgh was and is still divided^ were pretty labo4 
rious. 

It ought to be observed, also, that no General Ab^ 
eembly since the Revolution has ever been so strict and 
minute in defining the duties, both of the cletgy and 
laityi as that which was held about a month before 
Mr Hamilton's election ; and this, perhaps, was one 
cause dp the council deviating from what had been 
customary before. He was not interdicted from 
preachings but he held no parochial duty to perform ; 
an arrangement similar to what took place, and «till 
exbts in Aberdeen, where the professor of divinity^ 
though he preaches, has no district of the town as« 
signed to him as his parish. 

Tliose who have never examined the subject, havis 
iio idea of the extent of the labour of a minister of the 
city of Edinburgh, in those days. All the inhabit 
tants of the parish were required to attend their own 
parish church regulatly, and liot to withdraw from 
their o^ ministers. The Clergyman was to visit ail 
the fiunilies in his parish at least once in the year, 
and, if his charge was smalV bftener ; to take an am 
i^unt of the names of the family^ parents, children^ 
'jmd servants ; to inquire fof certificates from those 
who are lately come to the parish ; to mark them iii 
})is roll for catechisiog; tm take notice who cun 
# OS 
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fetid, and of the age of cinldren ; 'if any dlffer«nde 
existed ih the family, or with neighi!K)iir^' he was 
expected to remove it; besides public examinations 
in the churchy he was appointed to have weekly 
catechising in some part of the parish, and liable to 
" suspension from his office if he persisted in neglect* 
ing it} frequently to visit and pray with the 
8ick ; to perform the ceremony of marriage ; 
io take cognizance of offenders, or such as were 
guilty of scandal or any immorality in his pa* 
rish, and bring them before the session, Whose 
meetings he alone could appoint And all these 
complicated and laborious functions he was to dis- 
charge^ and, in the meantime, to prepare himself 
for -his public appearances in the pulpit, where read* 
ing a discourse from notes he himself had.Composed^ 
was considered, as a most lieinous violation of chrism 
tian decency. These are only a few of the duties 
which were required of him in those days; so that it 
need not excite surprise that Professor Hamilton 
was exempted, from the performance of them. - The 
patrons of the college generously raised his salary to 
four thousand merks/ that his emoluments might 
not be inferior to that of any of his predecessors, 
Dr Hamilton was a man of abilities, well acquainted 
with ecblesiastical affairs. He possessed the full 
confidence of government, was raised to the dignity 
pf moderator of the assembly five different - times ; 

* CouncRe^t 
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Oiid^.jiii ITilSp. during the course of which, the mo* 
cJerator, Principal Carstares, died, he was at that 
critical : .'pn^iqd esteemed as a' sficcessor worthy of 
tliiat great rban, and el ecited president of that vene- 
rable cwtt. He was naade principal of the universi* 
ty upon I6tb February 1732; but enjoyed that pre* 
ferment only a very short timfV for he died iu the 
subsequent yean 

The To^n-coiincil never relaxed their exertions in 
regard to the university, for, upon S8th October 

1709, 

^' After reading t\}f laws* and constitutions of the 

said college, appointed to be observed ' by the mas^ 
ters and students there, the Ix)rd Provost, rector of 
the said college, interrogated the principal if the said 
laws and regulations were accordingly observed; to 
which the said principal answered, except in so far 
as it was thought proper for the greater convenience 
and better improvement of learning. The bibliothe* 
carius was also interrogated respecting the progress 
he had made. It was recommended to him to finish 
it against the time prescribed.'"! Many of these 
laws, which were judicious and necessary at the 
time^ had now gone into desuetude^ in consequence 
of improved methods of teaching, the extension of 
knowledge, new professorships, and other arrange- 
ments, being introduced since their enactment. The 

* These laws are inserted at full length in the Appendix to vol. t 
f Cotinc. Regitt. voL szxix. p. 518. 
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viiitors Were therefore perfectiy satisfitd *' wfQi the 
Principars answer. 

In the former part of this historyi ■ it has been 
shewn that the high*school of Edinburgh Wts fbiiiid- 
ed a few years before the university ; and that it wma 
originally proposed that it should serve thc^ pur- 
poses both of a school in which the elements of the 
learned languages were to be taught, and also be a 
seminary wherein instruction could be obtained in 
those sciences usually confined to universities. It is 
sufficient to mention in this place, that its ultimate 
destination was to teach the Latin language only ; 
and the reputation which it has deservedly acquired, 
as one of the first schools of the age, is universally 
known and acknowledged* 

Towards the commencement of the last century, 
however, it appears to have been in a very low state, 
through the mismanagement of some of the masters ; 
for the institution consists of a rector and four masters^ 
The latter carry forward their pupils for four years,^ 
similar to what was the original t^onstitution of the 
university ; they are then transferred to he rector, 
under whose care they cqntinue two years, when 
the course is con^pleted. The Town-council, who 
are patrons of this school also, bestowed equal pains 
at this time ia improving and reforming this semU 
nary. Their great object was to regain the con- 
fidence of the public, which had been unfortunately 
forfeited. Upon the same day on which they had 
visited the university, they repaired Ui the bi^ftb 
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school^ examined the rector and masters separately ; 
and then in the presence of each other ; and felt a 
lielicacy in determining to whom the blame ought 
to be ascribed. They^ therefore, determined to con« 
iidt the principal and professors, and to request them 
to give their advice respecting the method of teach- 
ing and discipline to be observed in the high«-schooL 
this they accordingly did upon 8th February 1I710. 
As this memorial of the Senatus Academicus not only 
GOQtained their opinion upon the very interesting 
salgect of the best method of being initiated into a 
knowledge of the Latin tongue, but also pointed out 
the best course of preparatory study to those who 
designed to enter the university of Edinburgh, I 
have introduced it in this place. 

** Edinburgh, Bth February 1710. 

^* Bailie Francis Brodie, Preses of the college com* 
ibittee, presented to the council several particulars 
concerted by the principal and professors of tlie col* 
lege, in relation to the method of teaching, and dis- 
cipline to be observed, in the high* school, the tenor 
whereof follows. 

** The reverend primar and professors of the uni- 
versity of Edinburgh having, at the desire of the 
honourable patrons, cc^nsidered the present method 
of teaching in the high*scool, as laid before them 
by Mr Skeen, the principal master, have set down 
their thoughts on this matter in these few following 
particulars ; law, As to the grammar, they think that 
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the fourth part ought to be entirely laid aside, a* 
being a confused heap of hard Greek words in 
Latin characters, containing really nQthing useful 
that is not much better explained in the s^hort cpm* 
pend of rhetoric which is or ought to be every year 
taught in the same class. As to the other three part3 
of grammar, they are of opinion that Clespauteri as 
abridged by Novimqla, may 1:>e still taught, until 9 
better is agreed upon, provided care is taken tp supr 
ply what is wanting in the third part, Ik Generibm 
Carnnnum^ out of Vossiqs or some o^l^r ; to pass 
over in the secoud what is false o.r ridiculetus, a^ 
Jlntiptosis eritj ifcc. and to alter, or deliver in more 
intelligible words, such obscure rules as materia 
circa quam^ &c. 2rf(P, As to the authors. publicly 
taught, the professors, considering that the old Latin 
writers, commonly called the Classics, are the un- 
doubted standard of the language, apd magy be 
justly caviled originds, of which the hiest books of th^ 
ipoderns are but copies, they cannot but think it 
highly reasonably to look fpr thei propriety and 
purity of the Latin in t^he fountains themselves,--: 
and that is no disparagement to the most valued 
amongst the latest writers^ to be obliged to give 
place to the anciept, their masters. Py this pjre- 
ference, ^low just soever, they would not be under* 
stood to condenan the reading, in the lower classes, 
such books of dialogues as were writ by learned 
men and great masters of the language, on pu];pos? 
to facilitate the practice of speaking Latinj, muclii 
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kfis to thrust out of schools Buchanan's immortal 
Paraphrase on the Psalms, which, as well upon ^ac^ 
count of the suhject heinga part of sacred Scripture^ 
as the inimitable beauty of the versCj can never be. too 
much read or studied in christian schools. S/m^ 
Concerning the method and order of reading of the 
Latin authors in schools, their opinion in general is, 
that, in language, as in every thing else, a master 
ought to begin with what is most easy ; and since, 
in all languages, the Greek and Latin more espe- 
cially, poetry is much more difficult than prose, it 
follows that a boy ought not to attempt the one till 
lie is well acquainted with the other; that is, till he 
is master of the flexion of noqns and verbs, under- 
stands the most essential rules of the syntax, and 
can make a shift by himself to understand a plain 
prose author. The reason of this is obvious ; for the 
poetical style, which the poets call the language of 
the gods, differing so wide from that of history, 
speeches, or conversation, is full of bold figures, lof- 
ty strains, and uncommon turns of wit, and, there- 
fore, cannot but often puzzle an young beginner, if 
be com^s to them iUotis manilmSp as we say, that is, 
raw and unprepared, for not having laid the founda- 
tion before mentioned. Yet this needs not be ex- 
tended to Sulpttius de Moril/us, Cato's Disticfis, or 
any other of that kind. For these, having nothing 
of poetry in them but the numbers, are for the most 
part easy enough ; and may be of good use in form* 
i.Rg tjie planners, exercising their memories, and itn^ 
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proTing their pronunciation. 4t0f They are per« 
sudded teachers cannot act a more nnskilful part 
with respect to their scholars, than by changing^ 
their authors too often ; the skipping from one to 
another serving not to infomii but to perplex, tbeif 
understanding with variety of styles, as the alteration 
of masters is observed to retard their progress, by 
the confusion of different methods. Nothing can 
be more certain than that one author, carefiiUy read, 
imd thoroughly understood, will improve a lad more 
in the language, and make him really fitter to un- 
dierstaml even such books as he never saw, than if 
lie had run over most o# all of them in the cursory 
M superficial way that is commonly practised. For^ 
m this slow but sure method, he will contract a fa* 
miliar acquaintance with hb author, his style, his 
manner, his phrases, and form himself on his model, 
zwi msensibly imitate him, as often as he has occa- 
sk)n to read or write. They are th& more confirmed 
in this opinion, when they consider that some au^ 
thaors are so excellent in their kind, as, for instance,, 
among tbe poets, Terence, Virgil, and Horace, andy 
amongst prose authors, Csesar and Livy, that they 
can never be too often read, or too well understood, 
1^ such as would attain to the true purity and ele* 
gance of tbe Latin tongue. As to the translation!^ 
and €^her exercises set down by Mr Skeen (the dis-^ 
putes on Saturday being excepted, of which, with the 
discipline of the school, their thoughts will appear on 
a paper apart)^ together with the present method of 
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lueful; and are persuaded that such a method, 
doftely pursued, by undoubted abilities, cannot but 
exceedingly contribute to the improvement of youth 
IB the Latin tongue, and will certainly answer all 
the ends of a Latin school. 

^ The list of the authors of which any may be read 
in the several classes, is as follow : — 1« In the high* 
est class; Poets^-^Terence, Virgil, Lucan, Horace, 
Juvenal, Buchanan's Psalms« Prose authors, — 
Cicero's Select Orations, livy, Floras, Sal lust, Sue« 
ton, Vossins' little compend of Rhetorick. In the 
second class ; Poets, — ^Virgil's Pastorals, Claudian, 
0vid*8 Metamorphosis, Buchanan's Psalms. Proses 
authors, — Caesar's Commentaries, Velleius Patercu* 
lus, Justin, Curtius. In the third class. Poets,-^ 
Phaedras, Ovid's Epistles or Metamorphosis ; Prose 
author8,-j»«-Cicero's Select Epistles, Cornelius Nepos. 
In the fourth class,«x"^ulpitius de Moribus, GatoVi 
Moral Distichs, Phaedri Fabulae. Prose authors, — 
Corderii, Erasmi, et Castalionis Colloquia. In the 
lower class, — Vocables, Vari« Loquendi Formulae, 
Di^cta Sapientum, Rudimenta Pietatis. 

*^ In this catalogue are first left out Persius^ for the 
sake of his obscure and crabbed style, though, in* 
deed, an author of excellent thoughts and refined 
morality, but much fitter for the perusal of men than 
boys. S. The Westminster Catechism, because the 
Latin of it lying under many exceptions, it is the 
opinion of the university that it may be taught to 
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better purpose in English on tlie JU>rd*s Day; A^ 
to Buchanan's excellent, history, and his olber 
poems, distinct from the Psalms^ though left out 
here, upon reasons laid down l)efore, • they may 
nevertheless be recommended to be read tn private 
by those of the first class, who, if they have Dot lost 
their time, will find little difficulty in understaixding 
him, or any other modern author worth reading; 

*^ Concerning the discipline of the school, it will be 
convenient that the discipline of each class b^ ex- 
ercised, as it was some years ago, by its proper mas*, 
ter in all ordinary cases. But, in great: faults or 
disorders^ the boys that are guilty are to be chastised 
by the rector himself, that they may be ashatBed,^ 
and others frighted from the like faults : That as alt 
the maisters have the imifiediate charge of teaching 
and discipline in their respective classes, so the. 
rector have not only the same charge in his own 
class, but take care also that all the masters wait 
punctually on the school at the ordinary diets, be. 
diligent and faithful in their business; and if any. of 
them should either neglect his duty, or perform it 
superficially, or should not observe a prudent con* 
stant course of discipline and good order, the rector 
is then to admonish him privj^tely for the first time; 
for the second, before all his coileagu(^s ; and, if he 
regard not that, the rector is, without delay, to re-» 
present the matter to the magistrates and towA* 
council. 

** That the time of disputing now in the school, on 



Satiirday fdit&<k>n, be employed by the rector and 
inaitefs ill MtieWing what hath been taught that 
week in thieir respective classes, in the way that they 
shall think most proper and cbhvenlent for the im- 
provement of the scholars; only, the first Saturday 
of every month, they may be allowed to dispute as 
formerly : That, at the ascension of the classes, par- 
ticutar care be taken that such only be allowed to 
advance as undet-stand, tolerably well at least, these 
things that have been taught the preceding year : 
That the ^scholars, every fortnight, be allowed to 
play and refresh themselves one whole afternoon, iit 
place of all the other ordinary occasions' of dismiss-* 
ing the school, such as entering of new scholars, the 
paying of quartet* payment, at the desire of the boy 
that is victor atCandlemas, or of gentlemen or ladies 
walking in the yard, &c. But, on public and solemn 
extraordinary occasions, this matter must be left tO 
the prudence and discretion of the rector and mas- 
ters. 

** Sic sUb^cribitur, W. Carstares, P. Will. Hamilton, 
P* P. Robert Stewart, P. P. Col. Drummond, P. P. 
Laui Dundas, L. L. P. Jo. Cumin, jun. S. S. T. P. 
RegiuB^ John Goodale, Z. Heb. P. 

^ Which being considered by the council, they, 
witl) the extraordinary deacons, approved of the 
foreiBaid oV^rttires, and ordained the same to be ob- 
served in all time cpming. And, further, the coi^ncil 
recommended that^ at Whitsuhday tod Martinmas 
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yearly, the high school be visited by the magisttetetf 
and that the rector advertise the couficil tbereol 
eight days before each term ; and that» for the €Xh 
couragement of boys of spirit, that some small re* 
ward in books be given to the best scholars in each 
dassesi according to their merit, as formerly*^ ^ 

Few observations are necessary to be made upoii 
this, excellent paper. The judicious and pertiocBt 
remarks which it contains, cannot fail to strike every 
one who reads it; aiid that the authors of it had 
thoroughly studied, and wete well acquainted with 
.the subjects upon which they were called to give an 
opinion. There is one passage, however, which I 
confess I do not comprehend. What benefit could 
acrue to, or rather, how Could youths, little acquaiat- 
ed with Latin^ and possessing less general knowledge^ 
dispute publicly upon any subject? The maatcrs, 
therefore, alone probably held these disputations in 
the presence of the boys ; but even this was an idle 
amusement. The method, as here stated in detail, 
has been acted iipon (with the exception of the dia* 
putatious) ever since; and the experience of more 
than a century has proved its excellence. The plan 
of education at this seminary has, however, been ex-^ 
tended within the last forty years, in imitatiDn of 
the great English schools. The boys are taught 
the elements of Greek also at a veiy early period 0fi 

^ Cottnc. Rclgtttf vol. XXX14, p^ 696$ 
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|he course. This was first proposed by its late cele- 
ibrated rector, Dr Adam ; and afterwards improved 
«poa by the present Professor Christison. 

An account has been already giren of the foondar 
:tbn of a professorship of the law of nature and mb- 
tions. It was now proposed that a professor of tbe 
civil or Iloman law should be appointed in the usii* 
fefsity. The propriety of such an establishment was , 
apparent on many accounts. The Romans were the 
most celebrated peiople that ever appeared upon ii^ 
theatre of Europe. They made more rapid strides 
to universal empire than any n^on recorded ia his- 
tory; and, among other effects of thdr wonderful 
success, the dissemination of their language was not 
the least important. At aa early period, it was can# 
secmted, by being adopted in the servicei of the West* 
cmdhurch; and it speedily became the language 
which was employed by the learned. These aadl 
0ther causes constituted a critical study of the Latia 
language to be a necessary branch of a liberal edaca* 
tkm. It is impossible to be well acquainted with 
the history of any nation, without having studied its. 
legal code ; and this, combined with the real iatriiH 
sic excellence of the system of Roman jurisprudence^ 
lind its intimate connexion with the municipal law 
of Eitvopei rendered it not only a subject of quriosity,i 
but of indispensible necessity, to every professional 
laan who wished to be distinguished as an eminent 
hiwyer in modeipn times. 

Thiit celebtated code, from very smi^U beginnings 
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fftaduAlfy increased under the kingi, thecdnsuli^ 
and emperofiy until^ at last, its extent - became sd 
great, that few possessed either the opportunity 
or the courage to make themselves masters of 
it» The Emperor Justinian entirdy changed the 
state of Roman jurisprudence. Before his time, it 
lay scattered in an immense number of different 
works of tlie lawyers. Tlie enterprise which he suo 
ceeded in accomplishing was worthy of the genius of 
a great prince. He began his labours by collecting 
all the books of the lawyers which were in use ia 
his tine, excluding, in this selection, the works of 
the old writers. His design in this was to assist 
young students in prosecuting tlie study of the Uw. 
He was raised to the imperial throne in 527 ; and, 
notwithstanding the numerous wars in which he 
was engaged, he entered with the greatest ardour on 
cultivating the arts of peace. In the course of the 
second year of his reign, he commenced the labour 
of rescuing the laws from that obscurity in which 
they tlien were, and of reducing them into a more 
convenient and brief order. The first object of bii 
attention was to collect tlie Comtitutions of the foi^ 
mer emperors, which were in a state of great coufii* 
fiton, but had been thrown together by Gregary« 
about the year S7S ; hence called the Codex Grtffh 
rlanui. Next succeeded the Codex of Hermogenei, 
and then tlie Theodosian Code. These three in* 
eluded the constitutions of tlie emperors from Ha- 
driau to Tlicodobius ; that is, from A* D* 117 to 



A. JL 4di, a period of tfare€ hundred and eighteen 
yeerA. . JiistiBiah pubtislied his Cm^ la the third 
year of his reign, composed from the above^ and 
ether coQstitut4(>|is afterwards made. This preceded 
all his other iforks on laur. The number of volumea 
df the ahcient lawyer^ was so great, as to exceed 
the study and indilstry of the youth. According to 
Oodiofr^iis, there were two thousand volumes, and 
t^nee hundred and ten thousand sentences. The 
task of arranging these Was assigned toTribonian^ 
a&d he was dliowed ten j^ears to accomplish it ; but 
he ^ni^ed it in four. From the great variety of 
subjects of which it treated, he called the ihrork Pan* 
i^t9 ; and, from the order in which it wad arranged^ 
in imitation of tlie ]&dicii digested by Julian the 
lawyer^ he caltect it Digests. The Ittsiitutions^ con* 
taintog the elements of jurisprudence, were publish*^ 
ed a month before, though composed posterior to 
the DigeiU. They were confirmed in the seventh 
year of his reign ; and were compiled chiefly from' 
the IfMkutkms of Caius, Ulpian; and Marcian. Jus« 
tiaiaa atso published, a short time before his death, 
what he called the Navels^ which contain various' 
constitutions of the empire after the publication of 
^Codtx. 

Before the time of Justinian, three cities were 
selected in which alone jurisprudence was permitted 
to be taught : These were, Berytus the capital of 
Phoenicia, Constantinople, and Rome ; and only two 
teachers were allowed to each. When the seat of 

VoL« II. H 
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empire was removed to Constantinople tiie Justidiatt. 
code was translated into Greek, and called libri 
BasUicL They retained their authority till the eastern 
empire was overturned by the Turk in 145S. It is 
generally affirmed that the Digests were discovered 
at Amalphiy in Italy ; and that, from this single dis« 
covery^ the study of the Roman law was revivedr 
Gravina, a civilian of the highest authority^ is of 
opinion that there were many copies of the Justinian 
code in existence at that time, particularly at Raven- 
na, which was long under the subjection of the 
emperors; and that many books of Roman law were 
I'ather then acknowledged than foundi when a desire 
for studying it began to prevail.'* Lotharius caused, 
the Roman law to be taught in the public schoolsi 
and to be acknowledged by all the tribunals. The 
most celebrated school instituted by him was that of 
Bologna, in which Irnerius taught. There were 
sometimes ten thousand students of civil law at thia 
university. 

It was in imitation of Bologna, that so many pro- 
fessorships for the study of the civil law were insti- 
tuted in Europe. It was comparatively lat^ how- 
ever, before any were established in Britain. That 
at Cambridge, for example, was not till 1540, when 
it \^as founded by Henry VIII. Previous to that 
period, however, a foundation for teaching the Ro- 
man law in Scotland had been endowed in King'a 

* Gravina de Ortu ct Progressu Juris Civilii, sect 140. 



toNIVfiftglTT Of EDINBURGH. 1 15 

College Aberdeen, from the first erection of tliat 
university^ Several gentlemen, members of the fa- 
culty of advocates, had been in the practice of de« 
livering a private course of lectures. Mr Johii 
Cuninghame, for a considerable number of years, gave 
lessons both upon the civil and the Scotish lavrt^ 
and there can be little doubt tli^t Mr James Craig, 
who was elected professor of civil law, had done the 
same. The intimate connexion which exists between 
the municipal law of Scotland and the Roman juris* 
prudence could hardly fail to suggest the adoptioii 
^f such a plan ; but gentlemen who had chosen the 
profession of the law generally resorted to Leyden 
or Utrecht at this time, in order to prosecute the 
study of it. 

Upon the 18th October 1709, the patrons of the 
university resolved to elect a professor of the civil 
lew, as the following minut^ of that date, shews. 

^' The council, with the extraordinary deacons, 
taking to their consideration that the college of tliis 
city, from the original and foundation thereof by 
King James the Sixth of ever blessed memory, being 
erected into an university, of which they ^re pa* 
trons, were endued with the privijedge of electing 
professors of all tlie liberal arts and sciences ;^ and, 
(Nuticularly, considering that, through want of pro- 
fessors of the civil law in this kingdom, the youth 
who have applied themsdves to that stydy^ have 

* Edinborglb Coomit, 2d October 1706. 

Hi 
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been necessitated to travail and remain abroad a eoii* 
siderable time for their education, to the prt^Judice tt 
the nation, by the necessary charges occasioned 
thereby, until, of late, some gentlemen haying tinder- 
taken that profession, although only in a private 
cipacity, have given convincing proofs bow ad« 
vantageously that study might be prosecuted at 
home, if countenanced and encouraged by public 
authority ; and understanding the ability and good 
quaKfications of Mr James Craig, advocate, do there« 
fore elect, nominate, and chuse the said Mr James 
Craig to 'be professor of the civil law in the said 
university ; and appointed rooms to be appropriated 
to him for teaching the same within the said college; 
and recommended to Bailie Hay to install him in the 
said profession. But in regard there is no founda- 
tion of salary to the said profession, the council de« 
clared he is not to expect any salary as professor 
aforesaid* And the said Mr James Craig compearing^ 
accepted his office in the terms above mentioned, and 
gave his oath dejtdeli administrationeJ*^ 

The poverty of the funds of the college is the 
only sufficient reason for such a proposal as the 
foregoing being submitted to Mr Craig. The truth 
seeoM to be, that as he had delivered lectures pri- 
vately on the same subject, for some years before, he 
himself was eager to undertake the same labour, 
under the sanction, and accompanied with the privi- 
leges, of an university. He had every reason to 
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cateulate upon an increase of emolument ; and the, 
sitaation which he now held was more respectable in 
every point of view. But there can be little doubt 
tbat| fipom the very first, Mr Craig commenced his 
laboiira under the patronage of the Honourable the 
Faculty of Advocates. The consent of the patrons 
was indispensibly necessary before any professor 
could be inducted into the college ; and though 
tbey &lt themselves unable to endow it according 
to their wishes, it is natural to suppose that they 
were inclined to retain this patronage in their own 
bands. They have accordingly done so. The 
adjustment of the business was amicably conducted 
between the patrons and the faculty ; The former 
consented to the establishment of a professor of civil 
law in their own university ; and the latter annexed 
a small salary to the appointment,* The professor* 
ship in King's College, Aberdeen, has been a sine- 
cure almost from the foundation. That in Glasgow 
was founded a few years latter than this in £din* 
burgh ;t so that Mr Craig may be considered as the 
first professor of the civil law in Scotland. 

The courts of law being held in Edinburgh, the 
capital of Scotland, and, consequently, it being the 
great place of the resort of practitioners of the law 

^ Woo^ousWs Life of Lord Karnes, toI. L p. lit* 
t By « deed ^ Queen Anne, in 17 13, a part of the gift of LdOO 
per aimam by King William, was appropriate4 for a salary to a 
professor of pYil law in Glasgow^— Statist. Ace. toL ilxu, p* 2S« 
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6f all descriptions, it was the most natural site^bl^ 
an establishment of this kind. The civil, being tlw 
basis of the Scotisli law, in fill matters not depend* 
ing upon feudal principles, it is therefore astonfkhiiig 
that a profession of the Roman law should have been 
established at so late a period. The Court of Session 
was instituted in I59S ; so that no fewer than one 
liundred and seventy-eight years had elapsed before 
any public authorized commentator in this country 
undertook to explain that system of jurisprudence 
of which a great proportion of the law of Scotland 
is only a copy. One reason must have liad a powers 
ful effect in producing this apparent tndifierenoer 
The Honourable the Faculty of Advocates, one of 
the most respectable and learned societies in Europe^ 
and second to none in having produced most pro- 
found feudalists, civilians, and acute lawyers, a^ 
well as illustrious statesmen, the ornaments of their 
country, does not require certificates from candidates 
for admission to their society of having attended 
any law classes in any university whatever. They 
are perfectly satisfied if the' candidate honourably 
acquit himself in the course of the various examina- 
tions to which he must submit. If he possess the 
requisite knowledge, with this they are satisfied^ 
He is indeed examined particularly upon the civil 
law ; and the thesis which he prints, and, if called 
upon, must defend, is always upon some prescril>ed 
title pf the Justinian code. Having satisfied liisr 
judges, he is forthwith admitted an advocate at tli^ 
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iSootiah bar. and invested with all the immunities' 
sBines^ to the profesrion of a barrister. 

The only means which were employed to attam a 
knowledge of the civil law, previous to this period, 
were either private study or resorting to the uni- 
versities of Utrecht, Leyden, Halle, or Groningen. 
The lectures in these seminaries were, and still are, 
delivered in the Latin language. So were those of 
Mr Craig. This practice was generally adopted 
throughout Scotland at that time by all the profes- 
sors ; and at no very remote period has it been aban« 
doned. Professor Millar's predecessor was the first 
in the university of Glasgow who prelected in £ng* 
lish on the Justinian code ; and so tenacious are we of 
ancient usages, that we are informed, '' the Faculty 
of Advocates made application to the university, re- 
questing that the old practice of teaching the civil 
law in Latin might be restored."* I have been able 
to learn very little of Mr Craig. He appears to have 
had a taste for antiquarian researchi from some papers 
he borrowed from the Town of Edinburgh, He died 

about 1732* 

The death oif Dr Charles Preston, professor of 
botany, has been mentioned already. Upon the Sd 
January 17 IS, he was succeeded in that chair by Mr 
George Preston, who, if not his son, was nearly re* 
lated to him. " The council, considering that the 
office of professor of botany of this city, and nuister 
«f the physic garden thereof, is now vacant, through 

** Statist Ace. voL xxi. Appen» p. 40. 
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the depeaw of Mv ChaHes Piwtpa, hU Vni^ ia«d:tbc 
council being mpaC itriUiag alid desirous. . tbflA ihf) 
said iscicDcl? of botany be profli)p<ied iq thb c^y { mi4 
uiiderstandin^ the ability and qualifications of Creorge 
Preston, apfithecary, burgoss of this city, for lieaching 
the said science of botany; therefore, Hie coAincil 
hare noteiiiated and elected the said Qeor^t Prestqo 
to be professor of botany, and master of tl^e physide 
garden of this pity, ^yith power to him to cultivate aad 
possess the said garden and hpuse, at the New North 
Port, and pertinents belonging thereto, in all ropeptSj 
ais freely as the said Charley Preston did cultivate 
and possess the same : And tlie council allowed tq 
him the sum often poonds sterling of yearly salaary^ 
fsr his eiicouf^gement, to parry on the said prafin^ 
sion of botany, and cultirate the said gardpp ; and 
to keep co-respondents for procuring plants and 
seeds fpotn f<^^gn cqiintries; and with the burden 
always ci the payment of forty ppunds Scots yearly 
to the treasurer of the Trinity Hospital,'^ &c** Iii 
thf subsequent September, he was allowed att addi- 
tional ten pounds yearly for building a green-house in 
the college garden, and keeping the garden in good 
condition.^ 

Mr Preston had held some medical situation ia titt 
army, and had seen a great deal qf service abraad« 
He was afterwards established in Edinburgh as a 
Surgeon ; and was made surgeon-major to the forcca 
iiL North Britain. He assigned this as a reason fyi 

f Cotmc. Regift. Tol« 3d. p. 325. f Ibiil.p Ml. 
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paying BO city taxes for hli public shop in )7|S.* 
The renrancration which Mr Preston received from 
(he patrons niust be acknowledged to have been, 
very smalL It is to be regretted that not tiie least 
vestige remains by which it can be ascertained what 
numbers attended the Physic Garden. It was (as 
jbas been mentioned already) open to the public 
during the course of the whole day throughout the 
season^ in the time of his predecessor; and it is 
likely Mr Preston continued the practice. The 
emoluments he could derive from the medical plants 
which he reared in the garden must have been very 
trifling; and, considering his paltry salary, the only 
inducement he could have to continue giving in* 
structions in botany, could arise from those who 
attended him. The local situation of the garden at 
Trinity Hospital was exceedingly unfavourable for 
the purpose to which it was applied. It Jiad little 
or no exposure to the rays of the sun ; the soU very 
swampy; and the plants exceedingly liable to be 
JQJured, from jts not being properly inclosed. When 

* Coaoc. Regist yoL xli. p. 262.— The following advertifement 

was published in the Edinburgh GayeUc by Mr Prestoq, Sth Octq« 

her 170 If and is strongly illustrative o( the mapncr in which the 

l^ii&incss of an apothecary was carried on in Edinburgh at that time. 

f George Preston, apothecary and druggist, is newly arrived with a 

large parcel of all sorts of druggs newly come from the Indies; as 

' aho, all sortd of spicesi sugars, tea, coflee, chacolet, Ike and are to 

'%e told at bis shop, in Smith's New Land, on the nor^h side of thfe; 

Va^ Stxt^t, foregainst the head of Blfickfriar's >Vynd, Edinburgh^ 

Pripfed lists, with their prices^, are to ^ seen at his shop.* 
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Mr Preston was made professor, it appears, from tbe' 
representation which he gave in to the Towti-Cotm- 
cil, that the walls were in the most ruinous state, so 
as to afford no protection. He succeeded, hoWerer, 
in getting them repaired ; but the disadvantages of 
the situation still formed a great objection ; and thi9 
was the cause -of erecting the ^reen*house in the col* 
^S^ garden, possessed by the professors. 

In 171 3| a professorship of chemistry was found- 
ed. This science, which is cultivated with so much 
ardour in the present day, was then comparatively 
in its infancy. It is true, that as soon as mankind 
felt the necessity of relieving the most imperious 
calls of nature, they would commence practical 
chemists. For not only the most useful arts which 
contribute to the convenience and condfort of maBi 
but the preservation of life itself, depends upon the 
knowledge of chemical laws. Accordingly, as society 
advanced in its progress, the attention of philoso* 
phers was, in proportion, more particularly direct* 
ed to the cultivation of this science. By observ- 
ing the wonderful transmutations which take place 
on different substances, by tlie application of heat 
and mixture, they adopted the iancy, that, by 
a skilful combination of different bodies, it was pes* 
^ible to alight upon such a compound as should pos« 
sess all the properties of genuine gold. Another ob-^ 
ject of their ambition was to obtain, by similar means^ 
an universal remedy, by which all diseases were to be 
cured, and even life itself extended to an indefioite 



periodL There were two f>erson8 whO| in these last ages^ ' 
gave particalar celebrity to such pursuits. These 
were Paracelsus and Van Helmont, who had an« 
nounced, in the most public manner, that they were 
in the possession of both secrets, though they were 
exceedingly careful that they should be divniged to 
none. Strange as it may seem, they had numerous 
admirers during their lifetime ; and, notwithstanding 
that neither of them arrived at old age, yet, after 
their decease, there were many who gave them cre-^ 
dit for their pretensions. The Utter of these -cele- 
brated men died only in 1644; and it is a well 
known fact, that the writings of both produced such 
an effect upon the mind of that illustrious philoso^ 
pher^ Mr Robert Boyle, as to induce him to give 
credit to many of the secrets to which they laid 
claim. The labours and writings of these vain pre- 
tenders, however, were not without their use : they 
attracted general attention, and excited multitudes 
to engage in chemical experiments, to whom, in all 
probability, it would never have occurred. At the 
beginning of the last century, they stilt retained 
some authority in the schools ; and, at a later period 
than the foundation of a chemical professorship in 
the university of Edinburgh, the illustrious Boer» 
haave, when he published his Elementa Chemudf con-f 
sidered it necessary to give a detail of their leading 
doctrines, and enter into a critical examination of 
them. One of the first philosophers who revived 
the study of chemistry at this time, and was th^ 
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vtWks of introducing the study of t\m iutercstiog 
science very generally into the European universi^ 
ties, was fioerhaave himself/ He commenced his 
lectures on chemistry and botany, in the univertity 
of Leyden^ about the end of the seventeenth cen* 
tury i and, in a very short time, acquired such repu- 
tation as a public lecturer on those sciences^ as to 
attract students from all parts of £urope. He waa 
naturally possessed of a c^lear understanding, a talent 
for scientific arrangement, and,- by study, and tht 
most unremitting appHcation, had acquired a stock of 
critical and philosophical knouiedge superior to most 
of his contemporaries. His classical taste^ perfect 
knowledge of the learned languagest Uie distinct 
manner in wliich he enunciated his chemical doc- 
trinesy and the apposite illustrations with which 
they were accompanied, together with the judicious 
selection of the experiments he exhibited in the 
class, and his neat manner of performing them^ 
were much calculated to render the study of che- 
mistry extremely popular, independently of the in- 
teresting nature of the science itself* These qualifi- 
cations, united to the excellence of his moral charac* 
ter, and fascinating manners in private practice as a 
physician, rendered him the most universally esteem* 
ed professor in Europe. 

Dr James Crawford was elected professor of 
physic and cliemistry in the university of Edinburgh 
upon 9th December 1713.'* It is a singular co- 

• Counc. Uegist. vol. xli. p. 2S6. 
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Ificidettcey that l!he professorship of chemistry in the 
Uniy^ity of CambHdge was ftmtided iti the eoursft 
of tbi satae year.* It was the established custom 
for crery Scotish ^tudetit of medidne, whose ftinds 
^^ouid afford it, to tepair to s<mie foreign university, 
^nd Improve the ti^pportunities to be found there, 
^bich cotiW not be obtained at home.^ Previous to 
this period, the Italian seminaries were in the great* 
est repute as medical schools, especially those of 
Bologna and Padua. Harvey, the illustrious dis« 
covcrer of the circulation of the blood, was educated 
at the latter ; and laid there the foundation of his 
minute knowledge of anatomy, by which he has 
lecured to himself immortal fame. In the course of 
little more than half a century, it was eclipsed by 
the Parisian school, whose reputation for anatomy 
and surgery was now at its irenith ; its theatre being 
under the superintendence, and adorned by t"he ta* 
lents, of the celebrated Winslow. But it was only 
for anatomical dissections, and surgical operations^ 

* University Calendar, p« 31, for 1S15« 

f It ought to be mentioned, that a course of chemistry had been 
delivered ftom time to time, in the apothecaries hall, Edinburgh, 
under the patlx>nage of the surgeons, as the following advertisement 
in the Edinburgh Gazette, 23d March 1 702, shews : *^ The couo^ 
of chemisine 4U the laboratorie in the chynirgeoa apothecaries hall, 
Edinburgh, will begin this year upoti Tuesday the fourth day of 
May.* This course does not appear to have been given regularly 
every season. It consisted principally of the exhibition of a variety 
of phainiacetttical processes ; and the lecturer was appointed by the 
corpotation of surgeoaii 
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that Paris was famous. The oth^r medical departs 
ments'were not occupied by professors of equal 
abilities. For a student, therefore, to possess eveiy 
advantage for improving himself in his medical stu^ 
dies, it was deemed necessary to repair to Leydeoi 
and attend Boerhaave*s lectures on chemistry, — the 
theory and practice of medicine,-**his clinical, lec- 
tures in the hospital, — and prelections on botany. Dr i 
Crawfurd had been Booerhaave's pupil; and it is j 
probable that the taste which he had formed for che* 
mistry, under his great master, induced him, upoa ' 
his return to his native country, to propose the fbuih 
dation of a profession of that science in the college 
of Edinburgh. There appears to be no reason ti 
doubt of the proposal having proceeded from the 
Doctor, because the terms of his admission were the 
same with those offered to Mr Craig^ professor of 
civil law. He was to receive no salary from the 
Town*council; but two rooms in the college were 
allotted to him. It is impossible now to describe 
how he was attended. From a manuscript of the 
late Dr Monro (which will be afterwards mention- 
ed), it appears that he only gave a course of che- 
mistry sametimei ; so that the encouragement which 
he received was not sufficient to indupe him to de* 
liver an annual course. 

Tlie celebrated Dr Archibald Pitcaim, professor 
of medicine in the university,* died on the twentjf- 



• This professonkip was merely noroinaU for he never gave 9ttf 
lectares, notwithstanding what Niccrun sayi, JA bit life of BeUisV 
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ihixd of October 1713. He was bom at Edinburgh 
upon ^tfa.Depembar 165%' HU father, Alexaxidei^ 
Vas ope of the Bailies of the city ; but it was at the 
school of Dalkeith that he was instructed in the first 
elements of learning. In 1667, he entered the uni» 
venity of Edinburgh, and went through a regular 
course, under Mr William Paterson ; so that Prin* 
cipal Carstares and he were of the same standing ; 
and it was in consequence of being fellow students, 
and possessing a similar taste for classical learnings 
that, they formed so intimate a friendship ; which, 
notwithstanding the very different political senti* 
ments they afterwards espoused, never interrupted 
tbeir mutual esteem, nor the exercise of those bene- 
volent affections which they both possessed in a very 
eminent degree. In 16? If at the usual time. Pit- 
cairn took his degree of master of arts ; but seems to 
have been undetermined whether he should finally 
fix upon theology or law as his profession. Though 
his studies were then desultory, yet his ardour in the 
pursuit of miscellaneous knowledge was so great, 
that it injured his health. For a considerable tim^ 
he studied law, until he was advised by his physic 
cians to relinquish the idea of becoming a barrister, 
and to repair to the south of France, being threat* 
ened with consumption. The air of Montpellier 

^ BeUini a eu cettc gloire que ses ouvrages ont etes Ub et expliquet 
pabliquement des son vivant dans rUniversite d'£cossc par M. Pit« 
cam." — Mem. pour sierTir a THistoire d^ Uommes Illusjres, vol. n 
p. 5404 
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was the meafls of restdring him td htalth; an 
being persuaded that the pmMice 6p the law wtM 
an unsuitable profession to one of his eotistitiitKMl^ 
be is represented as having determined, whilst ids 
France, and without consulting his father, to apply " 
himself to medicine. Upon his return to Scotland^ ^ 
he fdhned an intimacy with the celebrated Dr DavidL 
Gregory, which led him to Cultivate the matheniBi— 
tics more particularly than he had done bdbre. 
There being no opportunity of studying medicine in 
Scotland at that time, he repaired to Paris in 1075, 
and attended the anatomical theatre of Dmerney^ who 
had just coQftmenced his splendid career, being ap-^ 
pointed professor of anatomy to the Dauphin. He pro- 
fited much by the instructions of this eloquent lecture 
er ; and through life retained the most grateful recol* 
lection of the numerous obligations under which he 
lay to Duvemey. It is uncertain how loifg he remain^ 
ed in France ; but he received the degree of doctor of 
medicine from the faculty at Rheims in 1680^ Upon 
his return to Scotland, he very rapidly got into ex^ 
tensive practice, and was one of the founders of the 
Edinburgh Royal College of Physicians in 1681. The 
date of the different treatises which he published is 
unknown ; but it is generally agreed that his '' 8o* 
lutb Probtematis de I/rvmtoribus*^ was among the first, 
and it was published in 1688. In this treatise, he 
vindicates Harvey's right to the <liscovery of the 
circulation of the blood. The general propositions - 
lie lays down, as the tests by which the originality of 
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illjr diwotmty is to be determined^ indicate a com* 
INrdmsive acquaintance with the laWa df evidence ; 
and bis reasoning upon them is very ingenious. Da» 
citr, in his tnutslation of Hippocrates^ had pretend* 
ed that the fiitlier of physic was perfectly ac- 
quainted with the circulation of the blood Pit- 
oim's object was, to prove that the writings of 
that celebrated ancient contain no such doctrine; 
bot^ on the contrary, afford abundant evidence 
of his having maintained a very opposite theory. In 
the course of this argument^ he shews that he was 
^intimately acquainted with the works of Hippocrates. 
The discovery of the circulation overturned many of 
the medical theories which then prevailed. Those 
who had espoused the chemical hypotheses of Galea 
were particularly unwilling to acknowledge its truth ; 
whilst on the other hand, the admirers of the me* 
chanical philosophy, imagined that it was completely 
demonstrated ; and that, by the application of mathe-^ 
matical reasoning, it alone could explain the animal 
economy. 

In I692f so great \#as J'itcaim's fame, that the 
curators of the university of Leyden invited him to 
be professor of physic This flattering offer he seems 
to have willingly accepted } and, accordingly, he 
delivered his inauguratory otatiou upon the 26th 
April of the same year, in which he attempts to shew 
the only proper method by which medicine could be 
improved. This oration, which was immediately 
printed, raised the author's reputation so much, that 
the curators added one half to his salary^ He re« 
Vol- IL i 
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4;urDedy nevertheless, to his native :countr3r.ial6i9S# 
find married the daughter of Sir Archibald &ieTeDaoii^ 
4he king's physician for Scotland. His neviricon^ 
nexions would not consent to his going to Holland. 
■He, therefore, resigned his professorship, to the great 
regret of the curators of the university. Boerhaave, 
who attended his lectures, alvKays acknowledged, 
jiim as his master, spoke of his works in the most 
respectful terms, and may be considered as the most . 
distinguished of his followers. 

Dr Pttcairn superintended an edition ofthe.dis- 
^rtations he was willing to acknowledge ; and they 
were published about four months before his death. 
He was then in very bad healtlu The dedication 
prefixed to these medical essays is very .uncommoii ; 
and, ^whilst it discovers a whimsicality of character, 
which the Doctor sometimes indulged, also proves the 
warmth of his attachment to the unfortunate House of 
Stuart. It is thus expressed, — " Deo suo et Prinapi 
0pus hoc ccmecrat ArchibaUlus Pitcarnius^ Scot us. 10 
Junii 1713." The Doctor was a very decided cha* 
racter; and the keenness of his feelings were such,- that 
Jhe entertained no idea of not giving way to the spon- 
taneous expressions of those feelings. Thus, his easy 
circumstances in life gave him an. opportunity of 
indulging a propensity which many men of genius 
have been compelled to restrain, and, considering 
the mixed scene which this world presents, is ulti- 
mately productive of consequences very beneficial to 
society. 
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His attack upoi|||^ir Robert Sibbald, in a pamphlet^ 
entitled, ^' Dusertatio de legibus Historic NaturaUs^ 
published in 1 696, his biographers have been at a 
loss to explain. To a person of Dr Pitcairn's acute- 
nessy and in the state of heal th he then was, perhs([ui 
also irritated somewhat at Sir Robert's political coq^ 
duct^ it need not afford matter of surprise, if he exi« 
raineil Sir Robert's Prodfvmus with great severity, 
Sibbald appears to have been open and undesigning ; 
like all weak men, fond of flattery, but attached to 
scienee ; and his labours in this respect were most 
indefatigable. A difference upon any great political 
measure could never have induced Dr Pitcaim to * 
have criticised his work so unmercifully as he has 
done. Most probably it was occasioned by private 
difference of sentiment upon some point which i» 
now unknown ; and as Pitcaim was not* in good 
health at the time, l^e was not spaiinj^ in his animad^ 
versions. Sir Robert had also spoken disrespectfully 
of the application of mathematical reasoning to me« 
dicine. This, independently of every other consi* 
deration, furnished sufficient occasion for a misuQ« 
derstanding. Sibbald is accused of having seen very 
little of Scotland, his time having been spent in 
practising medicine in Edinburgh. We are inform* 
cd, also, that his studies at Leyden only continued 
for eighteen months; and that, afier residing a 
twelvemonth at Angers, he graduated. He is ao« 
cased of being ignorant of natural history, botany, 
zoology, and geogracphy; and to have borrowed 
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from Ray, Sblherland, and otherSiAJbesides titntcrib- 
ing from Bleau« Sibbald had dispersed queriei 
through Scotland, and requested information from 
those he imagined were best qualified to communi* 
cai^ what he wished to obtain. As the result of this, 
I^is taunted with having discovered wild oxen with 
manesy beaversi badgers resembling swine, nightin- 
gales. Sec. in Scotland. The admirers of Dr Pitcaira , 
seem to have been unwilling to acknowledge that 
he was the author of this review ; but impartial pos- 
terity have fully ascertained the fact.* But there 
was no necessity for proving this dissertation to be 
spurious, in order to shew that the two Doctors were 
on good terms ; because the epigram on Sibbald, after 
his death, clearly demonstrates the contempt in 
which Pitcairn held him. 

Whatever taste Pitcairn might have retained for 
prosecuting, meffcal science, his poems afford the 
most convincing proofs of the great interest which 
he took in the common topics of the day. His epi* 
grammatic wit was exceedingly poignant; and, 
among the ancients, he seems to have proposed Ca* 
tullus and Martial as his models. A very competent 
judges the late Lord Woodhouselee, has observed, 

* Tho learned and indefatigable Mr Chalmers has completely 
settled this point. His words are : ^ Of this tract, which is in my 
collection, the following is the title page, Archibald! Pitcarnii Dis« 
sertatio do Icgibus Historis Naturalis. Edinburgi, Typis Joannis 
Reid, et suroptibus Thomse Cai^thers, apud quern veneunt. Ami* 
Dom. 169$/— Chalmers* Life of Ruddiman, p. 30* 
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wnl justice that '* ihe poems of Pitcainiy which, 
bairfe the merit of excellent latinity, easy and spiHt<» 
«d aupbers, must have liad a poignant relish in his 
own ige^ from the very circumstances which render 
them little interesting to ours.''* Whether they 
happen to he ^neomiJRic or satirical, something pciK 
sonal is invariahly introduced, which his cc|itempo* 
laries could not fail to enter into with great avidity; 
In hb political principles, he was decidedly hostile 
to the Revolution of 1 688 ; and these he did not 
hesitate to make generally kno^wn in his poems, 
which were at first handed aboilt in manuscript 
among his acquaintance. So personal are some of 
them, that it is astonishing that Ruddiman, who was 
an equally keen Jacobite, durst venture to publish 
them in 1727. Pitcaim was not only the first phy# 
sician, but the greatest wit, of his tin;^. Many of his 
ion mats are still remembered in Scotland, which somb* 
times put him to a good deal of trouble. We are iq* 
formed by Lord Fountainhall,t that, on 18th July 
171s, Dr Pitcairn instituted a process before the Court 
of Session against the Reverend James Webster, one of 
the ministers of Edinburgh, for accusing him of be- 
ing a professed deist. The conversation, upon which 
the charge was founded, took place at a public din- 
ner given by the magistrates of Edinburgh, to which 

Mr Robert Freebaim, one of the Doctor's most inti« 

• 

* life of Lord Karnes, vol. i. p. & 
t DecittODS, Tol* ii« p« 7&S» 
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mate friends,* bad been invited, who was a bd^- 
seller. Freebairn had set up to auction ^^ the U& 
of ApoUonius Tyanaeus, by Philostratus/' for which - 
there were many bidders, and it sold higli. At the 
same auction, a Bible was put up for sale, fbr which 
none present offered any thiiSg. Upon one of the 
^company regretting the depraved taste of the times, 
Dr Pitcairn observed, " it was no wonder it stuck 
in their hands, for verbum Dei manet in atermimJ* 
This process was carried on with great zeal bu both 
sides ; but the Court recommended it to the Lord Jus- 
tice-Clerk, Adam Cockburn of Ormiston, to endeavour 
to settle the parties amicably ; which was at last ef- 
fected. Though none of Pitcaim's biographers have 
mentioned it, I presume that he was of the episcopal 
persuasion; and yet, upon 5th April 1710, "the 
council upon a petition given in by Mr Archibald 
Pitcairn, doctor of medicine, preferred him to the 
{)ossession of that seat in the Tron Kirk formerly pos- 
sessed by Sir Archibald Stevenson, doctor of medi« 
cine.'^t '* 

* Vid. Pitcarnii Pocmata, p. 52. 
f Counc. Regist. vol, xx.xix. p. 18*2, 
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CHAPTER X. 



The Rebellion 1715 — Principal fVisheart — Professor^ 
ship of Church History— Of Civil History^The 
Foundation of the Medical SchooL 

The difTerences that had taken place between the 
patrons and the professors, and of which some ac« 
count has been already given, were at last accommo- 
dated- to the satisfaction of both parties. In testi- 
mony of which, the magistrates presented them with 
the freedom of the city. Every thing being thus 
amicably adjusted, and the professors possessing the 
full confidence of all ranks in the country, the uni« 
versity began to be more flourishing than' it had ever 
been before, when an unfortunate event interrupted^ 
for a short time, the peace of the college, as well as 
of the country at large. This was the rebellion of 
1715. 

It seems to be now universally admitted, notwith- 
standing the apparent determination of Queen Anne 
to pursue the same course which William bad so 
successfully adopted, that, after she despaired of 
having any children to .succeed to the throne, and 



ISO VHi HXSToftir olr tHK 

particularly for the last four years qf her reign, her 
inclinations were strongly bent towards the exiled 
family 9 her own nearest relations, and whom she 
considered as possessing the only just right to the 
croWUk There was a very considerable party ii| 
England in the interest of the House of Stuart ; but 
it is well known that the great body of the people 
of Scotland had espoused their cause in the warmest 
manner. The pretended cause of disaffection at this 
time was the union i and imagining this to be a 
proper season for accomplisliing their endaf, upon 
14th December 1714, an advertisement was placard* 
ed throughout the city, inviting all merchants, tradea* 
men, and inhabitants, to concur and assist, not only 
in forcing the Lord Provost to sign an address ta 
his Majesty King George for dissolving of the unioni 
but also in fining and sacrificing the said Lord 
Provost, and all others who shall refuse to sign the 
same.* A reward pf fifty pounds sterling was ofir 
fered for the discovery of the author, but produced 
no effect. When the country was in so agitated a 
state, it is hot surprising that the ordinary business 
of the university was most mterially interrupted, 
and the number of students that repaired to it con^ 
siderably lessened. The university of Edinburgh 
was ]K>t singular ih this respect, because similar ef^ 
fects were produced upon all the seminaries in the 
kingdom. How ardent soever the friends of the 

f Original letten, &c. relating to the rebellion 1715, p. 9» 1% 
published by Mr Creuford, from the Lord Justice-Clerk's Letters* 
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ttlled iamily might be in the success of their twaae^ 
their deficiency in men and money was s6 great, as ta 
render their attempt speedily abortive : So that this^ 
combined with the energetic measures adopted by 
theDukeof Argyle, restored tranquillity to Scotland 
towards the end of the year 1715. 

Upon the decease of Mr Carstares, the Reverend 
William Wisheart succeeded as principal.* He had 
formerly been one of the ministers of South Leith| 
and, at the time of his ekction, was one of the minis* 
ters of the Tron Church. He discharged the duties 
of this office for about fifteen years. 

I have not been able to ascertain whether it was 
in consequence of Mr Gumming having demitted his 
office as professor of ecclesiastical history, in con** 
sequence of the manner in which he had been ap* 
pointedi and of which an account has been already 
given ; but the patrons '^ recommended to the com* 
mittee for the affairs of the college to receive Mr 
William Dunlop, second professor of divinity in the 
said college, upon his late migesty's mortification^ 
who has a presentation thereto from his present ma* 
jesty King George.f No farther notice appears to 

• 

• Principal Wisheari's &Uier was minister of Kinpeil in Linlitlht 
gowahire. His son Sir George attained to the highest rank in tha 
annj.; his son Sir James distinguished himself at the capture of 
Gibraltar ; and another son, who shall be mentioned, was Principal 
of the University of Edinbur^. The first Wisheart was the author 
of what was a veiy popular work, entitled Theologiaf or Discounes 
of God, delivered in 180 sermons, 2 volf. £dinbtiighf 17l6^ 

i* Counc. Regist. voL xlii* p. 47* 
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be taken of it in the records, nor how long he re* 
tained that' situation, nor any thing respecting hm 
future history. There can be no doubt, however, of 
bis having been inducted to the office of professor 
of ecclesiastical history. Perhaps the formality of a 
recommendation to the committee was in conse* 
quence of the misunderstanding occasioned by the 
mode in which Mr Camming was introduced. His 
successor in the chair is regius professor of divinity* 
When Professor Hamilton was admitted, as has been 
already mentioned, he was not allowed to possess a 
ministerial charge in the city ; but this restraint was 
afterwards taken off; and he was empowered to do 
so, provided an opportunity offered. In 1718, a 
motion was made in council, '^ to give the professors 
of divinity and church history charges; but the 
council opposed it, and assigned this reason, — *' fie^ 
cause the persons thus elected in this manner are 
the reverend professor of divinity, and the learned 
professor of church history. The former whereof has 
such weighty employment on his hands in his pre* 
sent station, that he cannot be tliought willing or 
capable to discharge even half a ministerial charge; 
and yet, in this manner, he is in danger of being 
overloaded with a whole charge, seeing, in the event 
of the professor of history's demise, he must needs 
take both charges upon him, in case his Majesty 
should present a layman to the professorship of 
history, or the person he presents be disqualified 
for the ministry of this city, for want of that 



4 
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fluency and elegincy of expression, and justness of 
tfaooght, which is needful and requisite.*^ In order 
to explain this, it is necessary to observe/ that the 
mbabitants of Edinburgh could not obtain acoom« 
modation in the churches, the population was so 
disproportionately great. The council, finding it in* 
convenient at the time to build a new church, toolc 
a short lease of Skinners' Hall, let the seats to such 
as were inclined ; and the clergy of Edinburgh gra- 
tuitously officiated in rotation. The two professors 
offered to supply this place, provided some addition 
was made to the salary they derived from the college ; 
bat the plan did not succeed at this time* 

It does not appear for what reason the patrons 
considered it necessary, in August 17199 to publisli, 
'^ that all professovs and masters are declared to 
bold their office during the council's pleasure.** f We 
shall find immediately, tliat, in the course of a few 
days, they erected a new professorship, and consider- 
ably increased the salary of two other professors. It 
was probably to guard against any abuse of the 
exercise of this discretionary power, that they de-. 
termined to make this known ; because the words of 
the charter are express, and are incapable of being 
misconstrued, and most unquestionably invest them 
with such a power ; :|: but it must be accompanied 

* Counc. Regist. vol. xlv* p. l66. t Ibid. vol. xlvii. p. 44w 

X Ac etiam prasfati Pnepositus, Ballivi, et Consules, ac corum sue* 
cc88ore8, cum avisamento tamun eorum minibtroruin, pro pcrpctuo 
in posterum plenam habeant libertatem, personasad diccas profes* 
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with tlie advice of the clergy of the city of EdiiH I 
burgh. It has only been exerted three or four times 1 
since the foundation of the college; anci^ much to the 
credit of the patrons, always with moderationi. Smce 
such is the law of the land, it is needless to inqoirv 
at present into the expediency or propriety of tbe 
power. I doubt, however, whether it be applicable 
to any of the regius professors. 

The Town-council at this time proceeded in tbe | 
Vrork of jpoproving tbe opportunities of instruction 
in the imiversity ; and, therefore, appointed Mr J 
Charles Macky professor of civil history^ and al« 
lowed him ^5Q out of the petty port customs. This 
gentlemaq was bred to the profession of the law, and 
had been educated in the family of Principal Cai^ 
l^tares ; and it is to him that ^e in a great measure 
owe the information concerning the Prindq^'s 
former history, and the preservation of those state 
papers which throw so great light upqn the political 
transactions of the reign of William. Upon the 
death of Mrs Carstares, these papers came into his 
liands as her executor, f 

•tones edocendas, maxime idoneas, uti magis convementer poterinl^ 
eligendiy cum potestate imponendi et removif uB ^tos muH fxfeHot^ 
tit. — Vtd. the University charter, App. No. I. vol. L 

* When Mr Macky received his appointment, the salary of Mr 
James Gregory, professor of mathematics, was raised to 1000 merki, 
being formerly only 600 ; and that of Dr James Crauford to 900, 
being formerly limited to 700. The last mentioned is expressly 
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« 

Ite nimite of ttie Town-council, which contained 
hk a|q>of ntsnenty assigned very 8atisfiEu:tory i^asons 
for such a fbundaticn. * 

^^ Edinburgh^.iSth August 1719. 
^' The council, considering the great advantages 
that arise to the nation from the ^icouragement of 
lesmingy by the establishment cf such professions in 
«ur colleges, as enable our youth to study with equsd 
advantages at home as they do abroad ; and con« 
sidering the advantages that arise to this city in 
particular, from the reputation that the professors of 
the Kberal arts and sciences have justly acquired to 
themselves in the said college ; and that a profession 
of universal history is extremely necessary to com« 
plete the same, this profession being very much 
esteemed, and the most attended, of any one profes* 
rion at all the universities abroad, and yet nowhere 
set up in any of our colleges in Scotland ; and con« 
sidering that the expence with which the setting up 
thereof must be* attended, make it necessary for the 
council to favour it in its infancy, by giving a rea* 
sonable encouragement to any well qualified person 
whom they shall happen to chuse to be. professor 
thereof ; and considering, that although the Town's 
revenues cannot afford the continuance of this al* 

styled A doctor of medicine ; which has indaced me to haxardas » 
coojecture^ that he was the same person that had held the professor 
^ip of chemistry. 

f Counc. Regtst« vol. xvlU* p« 4r« 
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lowaBce after Ist July 1733, at which time the petty i 
port customs are declared to cease,— -they agree, &&' j 
to allow L.50 sterling during the council's plcsasure.** 
Upon the assurance, however, that the term of the 
act would be extended, they, in 17S2, again appoint- 
ed Mr Macky " to give colleges upon the faistoiy 
of Scotland in particular, and upon the Homan, 
Greek, and British antiquities." 

The purposes that the institution of this professor- 
ship were intended to serve were the most laudable 
which can be imagined. We have had repeated oc^ 
casion to take notice of the very intimate connexion 
which had existed for so long a period between the 
Dutch universities and the Scotish youth ; and that 
the education of our most eminent lawyers and 
divines was in general completed at these foreign 
seminaries. The universal history class, therefore^ 
was proposed to be in express imitation of what was 
established in that country. In Leyden and. in 
Utrecht there were two professors in each university, 
whose business it was to go over similar ground to 
what was prescribed to Mr Macky by the patrons, 
as the subjects to which he was principally to direct 
his attention. But there was also a considerable 
difference between tliem. They all were professors 
of civil history, of Greek and Roman antiquities, and 
were commanded to have a particular respect to the 
history and institutions of their native country. But 
in Holland they were also professors of eloquence, or 
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df the art of criticism, and of the Greek langaage; 

md, id the course of their lectures, they always ex** 

l^ained select passages of the Oreek and Latin 

classics, pointing out, as they proceeded, the beauties, 

in sentiment or expression, which occurred. They 

also entered at considerable length upon an expli* 

cation of the general principles of politics, which, 

excepting by way of shortly illustrating the events 

he had occasion to introduce in his narrative, was 

not included in Mr Macky's province. The truth is, 

that the number of professors was too few; and, 

therefore, to render the course of instruction as com« 

plete as possible, they were under the necessity of 

introducing many subjects which they had not time 

to investigate fully. 

It is a well known fact, that this class was in 
those days better attended abroad than any other ; 
and, considering the manner in which the subjects 
were handled, that it formed an interesting introduc- 
tion to general literature and to philosophy, it need 
excite no surprize. The unacquaintance of Scots* 
men with tlie history of their native country was 
in those days very great ; and, even after the indefa- 
tigable exertions of antiquarians and historians of 
great critical sagacity and distinguished genius, our 
information respecting the Scotish annals of an early 
date is extremely scanty ; and the evidence in re- 
gard to many comparatively recent transactions is 
CKceedingly problematical. Buchananjs history had 
been recommended to, and indeed put into the 
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hands of, the youth in the course of the seventettitli 
century ; hut so eager were the contending partial^ 
that "though the elegance of his style, and the skill 
he shewed in the narrative, were frankly admitted, 
yet they held no medium in their sentiments respect* 
ing the fidelity of his character as an historian* He 
was immaculate in the estimation of his friends; 
whilst his enemies did not hesitate to accuse him of 
having violated every moral principle. 

The Honourable the Faculty of Advocates took 
great interest in the success of the course of lectures 
given by Mr Macky, and therefore patronized the 
institution. The professor had been appointed by 
the Town«Council alone ; but, in consequence of the 
exertions of the advocates^ matters were so antenged, 
that their interference should be so far acknowledgedi 
that, upon the event of a vacancy, they should no* 
minate two persons, one of whom was to be chosen 
by the council. They have uniformly presented 
members of their own societyi though under no ne« 
cessary obligation to do so. 

The study of the law of Scotland is intimately 
connected with its history and antiquities ; and he 
who is not conversant with those of Greece and 
Rome, cannot expect to make much progress in this 
curious and profitable pursuit. Many acute, though 
ignorant, men have acquired large fortunes in this 
country by the profession of the law, who never 
studied it as a science; but, in consequence of practise 
ing it as an art, are acquainted with the routine oi 
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littiiiiess ;• itad| because they find that this answers 
Qveiy purpose they have in view, are not solicitous 
about inv6t(tigations which contribute little^ their 
peeafiiary advantage. But, to the great constitu* 
tional lawyer, the man of enlarged views, the history 
alod antiquities of his country present a field of most 
interesting inquiry. How long Mr Macky continued 
to give lectures is uncertain ; but, in 1753, the state 
of his health rendered it necessary for him to apply 
for the assistance of a colleague; and, upon 4th 
Decetnbep 176S^ he, in a very formal manner, sent 
in bis resignation to the patrons. His knowledge 
was very accurate; and he had examined the sub« 
jects it was his duty to prelect on with great dili* 
genoe i and, besides, was a man of singular modesty 
Md integrity. 

We are now arrived at a most impdrtant era in 
the history of the university, — the foundation of the 
medical school. Some ineffectual attempts had been 
made, previous to this period, to establish a seminary 
in Edinburgh, in which the youth who had chosen 
the practice of medicine as their profession might 
have an opportunity of bdng instructed at home ; 
and thus the labour and expence of repairing to a 
foreign university wonld be spared. But many 
causes then concurred to prevent this excellent plan 
from succeeding in Scotland as well as in England. 

It must appear evident, upon the smallest reflection^ 
that, without a knowledge of anatomy^ no progress 
caa be made ^either in surgei^ or physic A know- 

VoL. II. K 
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ledge of the curious construction of the human boAji 
the manner of its difierent functions^ and the means 
by which those may be regulated, and aberratimis 
corrected, cannot be otherwise obtained. The hiunaa 
body, then, is the great subject upon which medical 
practitioners are called to exercise thebr skill; and all 
Cheir knowledge and experience are only valuable in 
proportion as they are subservient to the promotion csf 
its benefit. This fact, so obvious in itseli^ could not 
fail to occur to mankind in the earliest stage of so* 
ciety* One of tl)e best metliods by which the living 
could be most effectually advantaged, or, in other 
words, au acquaintance with the mode ctf the pit^ 
vention and the. cure of disease could be acquired^ 
is the dissection of the dead ; and yet many cau«i 
concurred to render this practice not only unpopu- 
lar, but constituted it a heinous offence against mo* 
nicipal law, were it in any instance to be attempted. 
From a prii>ciple of sympathy inherent in our n^ 
tures, we instinctively annex the idea of pain to the 
laceration of tl>e members even of a dead person, to 
which our own sense of self-preservation constitutes 
a most powerful auxiliary. This, when seconded by 
the ties of natural affection, consanguinitjr, and the 
universal persuasion that, when tl^e Uving principle 
deserts its mansion, it is only a temporary suspension 
of that tamiliar intercourse which formeriy existed, 
but shall soon be renewed, shews that sach pigudi- 
ces are susceptible of an easy explanatioii. The reli- 
gious rit^s respecting th^ burial oi tbe dead» whiciv 
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in ifiost itastancesi degenerated ibto little more thab 
iticensi to the living, rivetted the disinclination of 
oaankidd to the £tudy of anatomy to so great a 
degreie, that, in some nations, a complete check was 
given, by legal authority! to any progress in the 
kaowledge of the structure of the human body. On 
some occasions^ pbllution was incurred by touching 
the dead ; and, from a similar desire to prevent in* 
fection, and to promote cleanliness, the bodies of the 
dead were burned. As Christianity spread, this prac« 
tice by degrees gave place to inhumation ; but the 
ceremonies which were gradually introduced by the 
church into the fucieral service, W^Sre inauspicious to 
the st^idy of anatomy. Lawsi accompanied with the 
most severe sanctions, were promulgated against 
raiding the dead. So that mankind remained for 
ages grossly ignorant of the animal ecfonomy. Any 
information they pos^ssed was obtained from the 
ittSfiection of the bodies of inferior animals | so that 
their reasonings were entirely derived from $upposed 
aoalogiesfc 

Mtmdinus is represented as the first European who 
publicly dissected a human body» This was in 
1306,* ami again at Milan in 13 K$. Nothing of the 
kind was attempted at Paris till 1494. At the revival 
of. learning, Italy took the lead in medicine, as well 
as in tlie other sciences ; and for many years contain** 
ed a greater number of eminent anatomists than all 

* Vicq. UAzyii 
K 8 
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Europe besides. Multitudes flocked to Paduli Pisa, 
and Rome; and, after studying under the celebrated 
professsors who for many years supported the re* 
putation of tho^e seminaries, not only spread the 
knowledge they had acquired, but communicated 
new ardour to their countrymen to prosecute the 
^^ same studies. Many of these pupils being of distin- 
guished abilities, and most enthusiastic in the cultiva* 
tion of natural science, succeeded in imparting to 
France, to Holland, and to England, a taste for 
their favourite pursuits. A few Scotsmen had dh^ 
tinguislied themselves in foreign universities, such 
as Dr Liddle, at Helms tad ; Dr Morrison, at Ox- 
ford; and Dr Pitcairn, at Leyden; Sir Andrew 
Balfour and Dr Sibbald, whose exertions for the ad* 
vancement of medical science deserve also to be 
mentioned in this place ;— but their labours were not 
to be compared with those of Dr Pitcairn. 

This extraordinary man, who left an indelible 
impression wherever he went/ or to whatever subject 
he directed his attention, lamented exceedingly the 
confined nature of the medical education in Edin* 
burgh. We are told,* " That, on the 14th of October 
1694, Dr Pitcairn informed Dr Robert Grey of Lon- 
don of his being very busy in seeking a liberty from 
the Town^council of Edinburgh to open the bodicft 
of those poor persons who die in Paulas fFork, and 
have none to bury them.** " We offer," says he, " to 

• Chalmers' Life of Ruddiman, p. 30. There are some trifling in* 
accuracies in this note, which it is needless to specify. 
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wait on tlies^ poor for nothings and bary them after 
dissection at our own charges, which Aow the towtt 
does; yet there is great opposition by the chief 
surgeons, who neither eat hay, nor suffer the oxen to 
eat it. I do propose, if this be granted, to make 
bettjsr imptovements in anatomy than have been 
made at Leyden these thirty years : For I think, 
most or all anatomists have neglected, or toot known, 
what was most useful for a physician.** There can 
be little doubt that Pitcairn was the prime mover in 
tbe business of making application to the Town 
council, though he did not chuse to appear publicly 
in tbe business* He was probably restrained from 
doing this, both because he was a physician, and on 
H account of his political principles being so very 
hostile to the ruling partf in the council. The per* 
son who was associated with him in this laudable 
attempt was Mr Alexander Monteith, a member of 
the corporation of surgeons ; and, as a proof that he 
bad no objection to take the oaths to government, 
lie was cojvoener of the trades in 1699* He must 
have been a man of very considerable professional 
abilities ; and Dr Pitcairn speaks of him in the 
warmest terms of commendation, ^^ as an excellent 
man, . an eminent surgeon, and well acquainted with 
chemistry*" * Under the sanction of the corporation 

* His words are : ^ Cum multis de causb suspicatus essem, na« 

. turam opii siinilem indoll sJBilium ex cornu cervi prodcuntium elici 

deberi, persi^a:^! Alexandro Monteitho, yiro optimo ct insigni cbirupa 

go, atque in arte phymica versatissimo ut opium cbyroice Uactaret,* 
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of surgeons,, he delivered lectures io i their bait on 
chemistry and the materia mediea. 

The proposal made to the magistrates was ex^ 
pressed iu the following terms :— * 

'* Edinburgh, 24fA October 1694. 
" Tlie Petition of Alexander Monteith^ chirurgeon,! 
burgess of Edinburgh. 

" Shewing^ 

" That whereas the improvement of anatomy is#f 
So universal concern, that the practice thereof i* 'en- 
couraged in all nations and cities where the bealth 
of the bodies of men are regarded ; and being c6nfi« 
dent of the councilV forwitrdness for encouraging so 
necessary a work in this city, the petitioner humbly 
proposes, that, if the council would be pleased to 
grant unto the petitioner a gift of those bodies that 
die in the correction-house, and the bodies of found- 
lings that die upon the breast, and allow a conve* 
nient place for dissection, and the use of the college 
church-yard for their burials, he would not only lay 
himself out for the improving of anatomy, but also 

a 

&c. In the Edinburgh Gazette, of Sth May I699, there is the fol- 
lowing advertisement ;— ** Upon Monday the first of Jt^ne next, at 
the laboratory in the chirurgeon apothecaries hall, there will begin a 
course of chymUf in which all the useful operations and preparations 
Vfill be performed. The course will continue six weeks, an4 will t>e 
concl^ded with a short description pf the whole materia meiica, by 
Alexander Monteith^ chirurgeon apothecary in Edinburgh •** 
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would serte a chirurgeon to the Town's poor gratis; 
the Good Town alwa3rs allowing him the expenccs of 
his drags at the rate he paid himself, without any 
profit. • And in case any person who may Iiappen to 
be concerned desire the body to be buried, he wa s 
content to be obliged to deliver the same unto them, 
they paying the Good Town the expences they have 
been at upon the person while alive. And seeing 
the proposal seemed to be so advantageous to the 
Town, he humbly expected the council would con- 
sider thereof, and would not be wanting to encou* 
rage so necessary a work. Craving, therefore, the 
council to consider the premises, and what ad van* 
tage the same may be of, not only to the interest of 
that city, but to the whole kingdom ; and thereupon 
to grant the bodies that die upon the breast, and an 
convenient house for dissection, and the use of. the 
church-yard, upon the terms above proposed,'' &c. 

" Which ^eing considered by the council, they 
think it both convenient and necessary to give a be- 
ginning to the practice of anatomy in this city ; and, 
therefore, they grant the desire of the petition, under 
the restrictions after mentioned, viz. Firsts That none 
shall be comprehended under this act, except such 
as are sent to the correction-house by a judicial act 
for gross immoralities proven against them, and the 
bodies of foundlings dying on the breast. Secondly, 
That the dissection of the dead bodies shall be from 
one equinox to the other, including the winter sea* 
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son quly* Thirdly^ Thiit, tiptwitb$tandiog the suie 
18 restricted to the winter seasoOi yet all the gross 
mtfistines shall be buried within forty-eight hours 
and the whole entire body shall be buried in the 

* 

same place within ten labouring days next thereaf* 
ter, upon the petitioner's expence. Fouttbfy^ That 
if any friends, or others concerned in those deceased 
within the correction-house, or of foundlii^Sy shall 
desire to have the bodies buried, in that case it shall 
be allowed, providing they pay into the kirk trea* 
surer what exp^nces he hath been at upon the said 
deceased persons. Fifthly^ That when the practice 
of anatomy, hereby encouraged, shall take efiect, 
whatever the petitioner receives from others for giv- 
ing them insight in that profession, he shall give ac- 
cession to the apprentices of chirurgeons that serve 
for their freedom of this city, for one half less ; re- 
serving always to any of the magistrates to be present, 
if they think fit. And this grant of persons dying 
within the correction- house, and foundlings dying 
upon the breast, is giv^n to the petitioner for thirteen 
years, he continuing so long in the profession and 
practice of chirurgery within this city; during which 
time he is to serve the whole Town's^ poor as chirun* 
geon gratis ; declaring his entry as cbirurgeon for the 
poor to be the 1st day of November next 1694 ; and 
for what drugs he shall necessarily furnish them, he 
is to be paid as the said drugs cost himself only : 
And, for the petitioner's further encouragement, they 
allow him any vacant waste room in die correction* 
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houses or any other thereaboats belonging to the 
Town : As also, they allow him to bury the said 
dead bodies in such a place of the college kirk-yard 
ss the council shall appoint. Whereanent these pre* 
sents shall be a warrant/' * 

Wliether Mr Monteith had not consulted his bre» 
thren, or had carried it in opposition to them, is now 
forgotten ; but, in a few days after the prayer of his 
petition was granted, the corporation of surgeons 
petitioned the council. The following minute is en- 
tered in regard to it. 

" 2rf November I694. 

** The same day, anent a petition given in by the 
incorporation of the chirurgeons of Edinburgh, shew- 
ing. The petitioners understanding the council, for 
encouragement of so necessary a work as the improy<* 
ing of anatomy, have been pleased, by a bill givcH 
in to the council by Alexander Monteith, one of their 
number, to grant him a gift of these bodies that die 
in the correction-house, and the bodies of foundlings 
that die upon the breast, and to allow him a con- 
venient house for dissection, and the use of the col* 
lege kirk-yard for their burial : And the petitioners 
knowing that the improvement of anatomy is of so 
necessary import, that the same deserved to be very 
much encouraged ; and the ground of their appear* 
ance against Mr Monteith*s gift was only upon the 

• Counc. Regtst* 
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sapposition that he had enhanced and monopoliied 
the whole subjects of anatomical dissections^ But 
finding that, besides these subjects that the coundt 
bad been pleased to give, there were yet other sub- 
jects that might fall in the council's power to give 
the petitioners, viz. the dead bodies of foundlings 
after they are off the breast, and the bodies of such 
as may be found dead upon the streets^ and such as 
die a violent cleath^-^all which shall have nobody to 
own tliem; upon which subjects the petitioners might 
make anatomical dissections, for the further and bet* 
ter improvement of anatomy : And being confident 
of the council's forwardness to encourage and pro* 
mote so necessary a work, for the advantage that may 
redound, not only to this city, but to the whcde kiog^ 
dom: Craving, tlierefore, the council to take the 
premises to their serious consideration, and to grant 
the petitioners these subjects above n^med, for. the 
use above specified, as they should have occasion to 
make use of the same: And they oblige them to 
bury the bodies they shall make use of after dissec* 
tion, upon their own charges, as the petition bears. 
Which being considered by the council, they, not- 
withstanding of the above mentioned act in favours of 
Alexander Monteith, but prejudice thereto, allow to 
the petitioners the dead bodies of foundlings who die 
betwixt the time that they are weaned and their being 
put to schools or trades, while they remain upon the 
charges of the kirk, unless their friends, or those con* 
cerned, reimburse the kirk-ti:easurer whatever they 
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liave cost the Town : As. also, they allow tlie dead 
liodies of children stifled in the birth, which are ex* 
posed, and have none to own them ; as also, the dead 
bodies of such as ^refelo de sCj where it is found an« 
quationable self-murder, and have none to own them; 
likewise the bodies of such as are put to death by 
sentence of the magistrate, and have none to own 
them ; which includes what former pretences of that 
kind the petitioners have. The petitioners alwfijrs 
burying the said dead bodies within ten free labouiw 
ing days, upon their own charges, in what place 
they shall be appointed by the council; and that 
these presents shall take effect in the winter season 
only, which, in this case, is reckoned to be from the 
one equinox to the other : And it is hereby declared 
these presents are granted expressly upon condition 
that the petitioners shall, before the term of Mich- 
aelmas 1697, build, repair, and have in readiness, an 
anatomical theatre, where they shall, once a year (a 
subject offering), have a public anatomical disseo» 
tion, as miich as can be shewn upon one body ; andj^ 
if they fail, these presents to be void and null,^* 

The Town-council, as the conservators of the 
health of the public, acted very properly, when they 
adopted measures for securing the community from 
infection ; yet one cannot help remarking how little 
^cquaipted they were with what was necessary to be 

f CouDQ. Be|^8t. 
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examined, before even a very superficial course of. 
anatomical demonstratibns could be givieil, so as to- 
be of any real senrice to the students, when what 
was called all the gross intestines were to be boried 
within forty-eight hours. The art of injecting tbe 
vessels, and preserving the parts of animals, was then 
little known, and less practised. Many distinguish* 
ed anatomists had directed their attention to the 
subject ; and were well aware of the numerous ad* 
vantages which would accompany the invention of 
inethods by which preparations could be rendered of 
permanent utility to the study of anatomy, and our 
knowledge of the organization of animals be furtlier 
extended. But such is the^ lot of man, that time, and 
the contributions of many individuals, are requisite, 
before any practical art especially can be brought to 
any tolerable degree of perfection. The methods in* 
vented by Swammerdam and {luysch were purposely 
concealed, that their private emolument might sus^ 
tain no injury. The public exhibition, however, of 
their cabinets of natural curiosities at Amsterdam, 
may be esteemed a new era in anatomyt as it stimu- 
lated the ingenuity of the European anatomists to 
rival, if not to excel, the preparations which were 
open for inspection in their extensive collections. 

It was also expressly stipulated, ^^ that the whole 
entire body shall be buried in the same place Within 
ten labouring days ;" which at once prevented the art 
of anatomical preparation being much improved, or 
even attempted, in Scotland at that time. This re> 



VmVEBMlTr OF RDINBUAOH. 157 

gulatioti unquestionably proceeded from the vulgar 
notions respecting pei^onal identity which then 
prevailed, and sliil bear sway, more or les^ in every 
coantoy* 

There was one privilege which the corporation 
of sorgeona enjayed over Mr Monteith, that gave 
them consideraUe advantages. The bodies of all 
criminals that were unclaimed belonged to them as 
a perquisite; and this, of course^ limited his request. 
An individual has little chance of effectually oppos« 
ing the influence of a whole corporation* Regardless 
of Mr Monteitfa, therefore, they proceeded in accom- 
plislndg their plan, and, as the following minute 
shews, had not been deficient in diligence. 

** Edinburgh, SS^ December 1697* 
^ The same day, the council, considering their act 
of the date Sd November 1694 years, in favour of the 
incorporation of the chirurgeons of the city of £din* 
borgh, whereby, for certain allowances granted by 
tbem to the said incorporation, the chirurgeons are 
€xpresdy obliged to build, repair, and have in readi- 
ness, before the term of Michaelmas 1697 years, an 
anatrafttcal' theatre, where they shall, once a year {a 
subject offering), have a public anatomical dissec- 
tion, as much as can be shewn upon one body ; and 
if they fail, the said act to be void and null. The. 
council, therefore, remitted to a committee of their 
own number to ste if the said condition was obtem« 
perated ; who according^ly reported^ that the fore- 
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said theatre was in readiness, and farnisiied ; and^ 
llierefore, were of opinion the forresaid act should be 
ratified by the counciL . Which being considered by 
the council, they, of new, hsLv^ rati^ed, approven> 
and confirmed, and, by these presents, ratifies, ap« 
prdvesi and confirms th^ foresaid act in favours of 
the said incorporation of the chirugeons, in the whole 
heads, clauses, and articles thereof, and to taketf* 
tcct in manner therein mentioned t And the council 
declares this public ratification to be as valid to tha 
said incorporation, as if the forementioned act were 
inserted herein verbatim, wherewith the council di^^ 
penses.*** 

In consequence of the superior interest of the 
surgeons, aiul Mr Monteith's original plan not suc« 
ceediog, he petitioned the Town*Counctl, upon Ht 
June ]698| for some remuneration* He was ac^. 
cordingly allowed four hundred pounds Scots. It 
does not appear that this resolution proceeded from^ 
disgust, or from any violent opposition to the cor- 
poration^ with whom he seems to have been upon 
good terms* It was rather an amicable adjustment 
of the competition that existed between them; be« 
cause, in I699, he was deacon convener of the trades ;f 
which at once proves that he was popular in his 
own corporation, and with the trades of Edinburgh 
in general. From some political cause, now unknown, 

^ Couac« ftegMt* voL xx^vi* f UAd. p. 440. 



UNIVBB8ITT 07 SDIKfiUEGH.* 159 

lie.was, Upon SSd November of the same year, ? siis* 

pended from being deacon and convener for a year 

and ft dayt by the privy counciL** This species of 

tyniqny was then not uncommon ; for the privy conn* 

cil usurped powers which were altogether uncon«' 

stitutional, or, at least, that have been considered as 

sttcl^ since the union of tl^ kingdoms* I have been 

umbie to discover any other trace of Mr Monteith ; 

only that^ in i702| he delivered another course df 

chemistry at the Surgeons' Hall. He was undoubt* 

edly the most etninent surgeon in Scotland in his 

time ; and possessed general and extensive views re^ 

specting his profession, and much more liberal than 

commonly prevailed^ 

The corporation of surgeons never seem to have 
elected any of their number, whose particular duty 
it should be to give public instructions on anatomy ; 
but to have trusted to the certainty of some of their 
own .body readily undertaking it^ But, in 1705, 
the incoqveniences which attended such an indeter« 
minate arrangement, induced them to assign this 
trust to an individual, who should make it his more 
pecular business^ and be entitled to all the emolu* 
ments annexed to it. The following extract con- 
tains an -account of what was done upon this oc- 
casion. 

'^ Edinburgh^ 29th August 1705« 
** The which day, anent the petition given in 
by Robert Elliot, chirurgeoa apothecary, burgess of 
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£dinbttrgfa| shewing, that where it being the pfacN 
ttce-of thebest regulated cities to give encoar^ge* 
i&ent to the professing and teaching of liberal arte 
and sciences for the education of youth, to the great 
benefit' and advantage of the place ; and the peti* 
tioner, by an act of the incorporation of the chirugeon 
apothecaries of this city, unanimously elected their 
public dissector of anatomy, the petitioner was 
of intention to make a public profession and teach- 
ing thereof for instruction of youth, to serve her 
Afojesty's lieges both at home ana abroad, in her 
armies and fleets, which he hoped, by the blessing 
of God^ would be a mean in saving much money to 
the nation, expended in teaching anatomy in foreign 
places, beside the preventing of many dangers and 
inconveniences to which youth were exposed in their 
travels to other countries ; and the petitioner finding 
this undertaking will prove expensive, and cannot be 
done without suitable encouragement, has, there&R^ 
laid the matter before the council, who have been al« 
ways ready to give encouragement to such undertak- 
ings ; and, therefore, craved the council to consider 
the premises, and to remit to a committee of their 
number to hear and receive what proposals the peti- 
tioner had to make for setting up of the said pro- 
fession, and to report, as the petition bears : Whicb 
being considered by the council, they remitted the 
consideration cxf the same to a committee of their 
number; who aceordingly reported, that they having 
considered the above petition, were of opinion that 
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tlie proFession of anatomy wa^ vety necessary and 
ttseful to this nation, and might be vdry helpful to 
the ^outh that follow that art, and might prevent 
touch needless expence spent by them abroad. And 
hi regard the petitioner itras, by the incorporation of 
the chirurgeons, unanimously chosen for that effect^ 
therefdrci the committee \^ere of opinion^ that the 
petitioner should have an yearly allowance of what 
sum the council should think fit, towards the en* 
couragement and defraying his charges and expences 
tberean^nt; with this express provision and condi« 
tion, that the petitioner take exact notice and in« 
spection of the order and condition of the r^rt* 
ties of the college ; and that an exact inventory be 
made of the same, and given in to the council ; and 
also to keep the said rarities in good order and con* 
dition during the said allowance, as the report under 
the hands of the committee bears. Which being 
considered by the council, they, with the extraordi« 
nary deacons, approved thereof: And, for the peti- 
doner's encouragement to go on in the said pTofes« 
sion, they allow the petitioner L.15 sterling o& year- 
ly salary, during the council's pleasurCi" 8cc.^ 

Mr Elliot was accordingly regularly inducted ; and 
was the first professor of anatomy in the university 
of Edinburgh* Marlborough was then in the very 
height of his reputation as a geueral; and the ex-^ 
tended warfare then carried on occasioned a great 

t 

• ♦ Counc. Regist, vol. xxxviii. p. 352. 

Vol. IL l 
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and increasing demand for medical men for all the 
branches of the service* This was the reason for in« 
troducing to the notice of the patrons the ad van* 
tages which would accrue to the public service, by 
the erection of an anatomical chair in Edinburgh. 

The principal disadvantage under which he la* 
bouredi was the ditficulty he found in procuring sub* 
jects upon which he might give demonstrations to 
his pupils* This occasioned great inconveniency to 
him. It restrained Inm in the exercise of his office ; 
and prevented him from being of that service to tlie 
public which he had proposed. The fact is, that a 
general alarm was excited, ii| consequence of giving a 
course of public lectures oa anatomy, arising per- 
haps from its novelty, but certainly aggravated and 
inflamed by the rapidity of communication, on any 
popular subject, which takes place in society within 
a, city so limited in extent as Edinburgh then was* 

Whether this alarm was occasioned by some acts 
of imprudence committed by tli^ students, or other 
causes, is not nQW known; but the corporation of 
surgeqips found it necessary to vindicate themselves, 
as appears from the following minute. 

Edinburgh, iOth May 171 K 
" The which day, the deacon, masters, and breth- 
ren ef the incorporation of the chinirgeon apotheca* 
ries of Edinburgh, being convened in their hall, and 
taking to tlieir consideration that of late Uiere has 
been a violation of the seoulchres in the Grey Friars 
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fcfailrditjrahl, by some, who most unchristianly have 
been,' stealing, or at least attempting to catry away^ 
the bddi^ of the dead out of their graves^ a practice 
to be abhorred by all good christians, and which, 
by the. law of all nations, is severely punishable t 
But that which afiectd them most is, a Scandalous 
report, most maliciously spread about the to^n, that 
some of their number are accessary, which they can* 
not allow themselves to think, considering that the 
magistrdtes of Edinburgh haVe beeii alwkys re&dy 
and willing to allow them what dead bodies fell 
under their gift, and thereby plentifully supplied 
their'theatre for many jrears past, which considerably 
aggravates tlie crime, if afay of their number should 
be guilty theredf; They do therefore hereby declare 
their abhorrence of all auch unnatural and unchris* 
tian practiced; earnestly entreating > the honourable 
magistrates to exert their utmost power they are 
capable in law, for the discovery of such an atrocious 
and wicked crime, that the authors, actors, and d[>et«i 
tors thclreof^ may be brought to condign punish* 
meut. The deacon, masters, and brethren foresaid, 
on their part, and for the vindication of their board^ 
have this day enacted, that if any of their numbet 
shjidl be found aocessnry to the violation of the 
sepulchres in the Grey Friars cfaurch-^yard, otin any 
other burial*place whatsoever, or shall be convicted 
of having taken, or been accessary to the taking of 
any dead body out of the grave, they shall be ex-* 
pelled their so€iety,-^tbei|'iiamM razed out oS their 

lS 
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bookS|— their acts of admission torn,^^and sjiall fbi* 
left all the freedom and privileges they' enjoy by 
being freemen of their incorporation: And if any 
apprentice or servant belbnging to anyxif their wkxn^ 
ber shall be found guilty of the foresaid crimey his 
name shall be expunged out of their books^^^-^he shall 
forfeit the benefit of his indentures^-^^-and shall be 
expelled his master's service with disgrace.** * 

Mr Robert Elliot died early in 1714. He is not 
known as an autli(>r ; but, from the peculiar circum* 
stances in iwhich he was placed as a professor, be 
had it not iti his power to carry into dFedt tbe 
liberal plans which he had proposed. The patrons, 
upon the S4th October, appointed Mr Adam Drum* 
mond as his successor. This gentleman being en- 
gaged in very extensive practice as a 'surgeon, was 
desirous to have an associate in the professorship^ 
who might undertake the more laborious part of the 
^uty^ when an opportunity presented itself of ex« 
hibiting a puUic dissection.. > He himself had a great 
taste for . the science and the improvement of his 
profession ^ and omitted no opportunity of testifying 
his zeal in this respectf But the limitations already 
mentioned, which he laboured under in the discharge 
iDf his duty as a public professoi^^ rendered it impos* 

JHble for him to undertake, in the course of a few 

. ■ • ■• • ' • 

'. ' * Couti^^ Regvt vol. xl^ p. 106. 
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days, what he was desirous to accomplish. The person 
who WM united \yith him in this office, and to whom 
he generously yielded up one^half of the emolumentSi 
was Mr John Macgill, a young man of an enterpriz- 
log temper, and who had for a few years practised 
as a surgeon in Edinburgh, and was very much 
attached to the study of anatomy. In the fifteenth 
article of the second volume of Medical Essays and 
Oiserbationif Mr Macgill gives ** a history of the 
operation for an aneurism of the arm successfully per- 
formed," which a most excellent judge, the late Dr 
Monro, has pronounced to be ^^ a curious and accu* 
mfee account of the aneurism," and to have been most 
dexterously performed.* It attracted the Doctor^s 
attention so much, that, in two papers immediately 
subsequent, in the same work, he enters upon the 
nature of the formation of aneurism, and which were 
professedly occasioned by his having witnessed the 
operation performed by Mr MacgilU 

* Medical Essays, vol. ii. p« 231«-249. 
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The same subject continued — Dr Monro Primus--^ 
And the Foundation of the Medical School ofEdin^ 
burgh. i 

It was to the generous natures of Messrs DruTiiiii<{jp4 
and Macgill, to their sincere zeal for the progress of 
surgery and medical science in their native country, 
as well as their anxiety to patronize very dis- 
tinguished merit in a young man, that Scotland, 
and the profession in general, are indebted for the 
introduction of the late cele^brated Dr Alexander 
]\Jonro to the profession of anatomy, who is j ustly 
considered a^ the founder of the medical school in 

EdinhuTght 

" j^dinburgh §2(/ Japu^ry 1 72Q. 
" The s^rae day, John Lauder, present deacon of 
the chirurgeons, and deacon-^convener of the trades 
gf this city, reported, That Mr Adani Drummond 
and John IVIacgill, conjunct professors of anatomy 
in this city and college, had, by their demissions, 
subscribed with their hands, of the date the l6th 
at^d IQth of January irfstant, deaiitted their ofn 

4 
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ficte ; and recommended Alexander Monro, chirur* 
geon, as a fit person, every way equal to the. pro* 
fession of anatomy. As also, the incorporation 
of chirurgeon apothecaries, by their act, the 81st 
January instant, did recommend the said Alexander 
Monro to the council, as' a very sufficient man for 
the said profession. Which being considered by 
the council, they, with the extraordinary deacons, 
have accepted of their sard demissions, and declared 
dieir said office vacant, and the councirs acts in 
their favours void and null in all time coming. And 
the council, &c. have nominated and elected, and 
hereby nominate and elect, the said Alexander Monro 
to be professor of anatomy in this city and college 
during the councils pleasure ; and allowed to him 
the yearly salary of fifteen pounds sterling, in use to 
be paid to Messrs Drummond and MacgilL** * 

Many years afterwards, Mr Monro, when his 
success in life had exceeded his own expectations, 
publicly testified his gratitude for this singular proof 
of real kindness ; for, when he had occasion to speak 
of Mr Macgill, he describes him as <^ a gentleman to 
whojn (says he) I stand indefaited fqv many obliging 
acts of friendship/* f 

J)r Alexander Monro, primw, was born at I^on- 

^ Counc. Regjst vol. xlviii. p. S2. 
4* Medical Eisays, toI; ir. p. 33 K 
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don, upon the eight of September O. S. 1697** |Ia 
vras descended from the Mooms of Bearcroft's ; and 
his grandfatberi Sir Alexander, was a colonel in the 
royal army at the battle of Worcester, where his 
brother David, who held the same ranl^, was Icilled* 
Having probably joined the royalists only tlirougli 
zeal for the cause, Sir Alexander was admitted %. 
member of the faculty of advocates.^ John, the 
father of the professor, was bred a surgeon ; and 
after having served in the army under the Prince of 
Orange, and married his cousin, Jean Forbes,, 
daughter to a brother of Forbes of Culioden, he re- 
paired to Edinburgh, when young Monro was three 
years old. He -became a member of tlie incorpora<9 
tion of surgeon apothecaries; and, in 1712, was 
elected deacon. He bestowed the greatest atten«r> 
tion upon his son's education, who was an only 
child ; and took care that he should be instructed 
^' in the Latin, Greeki and French languages, philot 

* This accoant of Dr Monro is partly derived from the life plt^• 
fixed to bis workSf and which was drawn up by his sod» tlfie late Dr 
Doni4d Monro of ^ndpn, and partly from a manuscript life written 
by the Doctor himself^ which, through the politeness of his grandson, 
the present professor, I had an opportunity of examining, ft was 
never published^ 

f Upon 26th February \^^% according to Pr Donald Monro, 
he was appointed one of the principal clerks of session; but, in 
^ikman's manuscript collections, -in the Advocate's Library, froni 
l^hich the list published by Lord Hailes was taken, he is represented 
^ baying been one of the cpmmi^sadca^ 
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iopby, arithmetic^ aiid boolc-keeping." After hat^ 
iag gone regularly through the usual course at the 
university of Edinburgh^ he was bound apprentice to 
his fiither, who was now in extensive practice ; and 
no n^eans were neglected^ which Edinburgh could 
afford, in order to promote his improvement in 
physic and surgery, and to cultivate the sterling 
talents which he discovered at a very early period. 
Though Edinburgh at that time scarcely deserved 
the name of a medical school, yet the incorporation 
of surgeons then contained members, who were not 
only respectable in their profession, but, by cultivate- 
ing their talents, and zealously prosecuting the study 
of surgery at {a>ndon and at foreign universities^ 
possessed enlightened ideas respecting the proper 
method of improving their art; and cultivated that 
liberal communication of mutual intelligence which 
not only cherished a noble spirit of emulation, but 
}ed to new inventions in the practice of that delicate, 
but complicated art, to which they had devoted their 
lives. 

Through the interest of his fatl^r, and his own 
agreeable manners, together with his well known 
eagerness to acquire anatomical knowledge, he was, 
when a very young man, permitted to assist at the 
anatomical dissections which occurred in the private 
practice of the Edinburgh surgeons. From the fse» 
quent opportunities he thus possessed of examining 
the morbid appearances which presented themselves, 
hp derived great advantage l^is father had been 
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appointed by the Town*council to take charge of 
their sick pensioners. These were more particidarly 
put under his care ; and, from the singular id tecest 
he had excited^ in consequence of his extraovdioaiy 
diligence, the physicians and surgeons were prevailed 
upon, when it was consistent with propriety, to let 
him attend their patients in uncommon cases. ^ He 
attended the demonstration of the pharmaceutical 
plants exhibited every year by Mr George Preston; 
a course of chemistry which Dr James Crauford 
sometimes gave ; and tlie dissection of a human body, 
which was shewed once in two or three years by 
llr Robert Elliot, and afterwards by Messrs Adam 
Drummond aqd John Macgill, surgeon apotheca* 
riea.''^ To all these advantages were added the 
daily iastri|ctiQi)s and advice of an afiectionate pa-v 
rent) who spared |io e^pence in furnishing him with 
proper books to assist him in bia private studies ; and 
providing such a chemical apparatus as enabled him 
to repeat at home the experiments which Dr Crau-^ 
ford exhibited in the class, or which his own reader 
ing or reflection might suggest Thus, his oppor* 
tpnities of iinprpv^ng himself were superior to those 
pf most studeqts. 

After having completed the legal term of his ap« 
prenticeship appointed by the corporation of sur« 
g^n&i,..ai;id applied with the most unremitting in- 
d^$^:1^. iiiS) studies, he went tp liondpn in \717» 






^|.ifanu9cript Life. 



UKPFSBSITT OP BDINBUROH* 171 

habits of application he carried along with him ; 
and his youthfiil imagination contemplated with the 
most pleasing sensations the luxury in which he 
should have it in his power to indulge^ in the pro^ 
secution of his anatomical studies in the capital. 
True genius is inseparable from 'a strong desire of 
knowledge; and the most ui^ualiiied testimony of 
actually possessing genius, is a spirit of unabating 
perseverance and application, directed to the peaw 
liar object to which accident or any other cause has 
palled the attention. 

When Mr Monro arrived at London, he lodged 
with an apothecary, not only that he might improve 
liimself in pliarmacy^ but, as this person was in good 
business^ he was desirous to profit by his mode of 
practice. Accordingly, he was indulged with the 
liberty of visiting with bin). This, however, was 
only occasional, because he attended the lectures of 
Messrs Whiston and Hawksbee on natural philoso* 
phy. These gentlemen, in imitation ef Dr Kett, 
continued to give lectures for a considerable number 
of years ; and, in those days, no medical student was 
considered to have received a liberal education, who 
had neglected to improve such opportunities of be- 
coming acquainted with physics* This, besides the 
propriety of the thing, was then more insisted on, in 
consequence of the great discoveries of Sir i^saac 
Newton, and the impression they had produce<| upon 
the mind of the public. There pan be only oqe opi* 
pion respecting the numerous advantages which a 
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medical practitioner especially must derive from mei^ 
chanical philosophy ; and, accordingly, in the course 
of a regular medical education, it has always been 
recommended.* 

The chief inducement^ howerer, which he bad for 
repairing to London, was to profit by the anatomical 
demonstrations of Mr, William Cheselden, who^ eveo 
at this early period of his illustrious career, had riseu 
into nqtice, both from his professional dexterity as^ a 
surgeon, apd the clearness and precision of his publie 
lectures^ In 1710, this eminent man had comr 
inenced as a public teacher of anatomy, when only 
twfnty-twp yeafs of age; and so rapidly did his 
fame exten^, that jn a very few years he was known 
in every medical school in flurope. Under the in* 
spection of this excellent anatomist, h^ employed 
laimself ** m assiduously 4issecting human bodietii of 
^vhich be was furni^ed with more than, with the 
utmost application, be could pial^e use qf ; for he 
tried so many different ways of s^^rching for such 

• 

parts of the body as he wished to examine, tb^t it 
ygas afterwards almost indifferent to him what situa* 
lion his subjects were in when he w^ tQ operate.'^'tr 

^ Boerhttftvc's Metlvodus Studii Medici was not published till 
1726. This work was republished by the celebrated lialler in 1.751^ 
und illustratedi as we are informed in the preface, by references to 
about thirty thousand different treatises ; the best specimen of a cata^ 
logue'raiiBfini^ upon an important branch of science, which has a^ 
yet been given to the world. 

f . Jdanuscript Life* 
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Chesdden pussessed the talent hot only of being au 
doqnent lecturer^ as far as the suligect was susoepti- 
Ue of t^ but the art also of interesting his pupils, 
who possessed genius, so much in the demonstrations 
wlucb lie gave, that he seldom* failed in coitanmni«* 
eating to them a decided preference for anatomy, — 
tbe foundation of all medieal science. An enthusiast 
iamadf in the profession, it afforded him the great- 
est pleasure to gratify the laudable curiosity of the 
youth, and by every means in his power to cherish 
all emulation to excel. For this purpose^ he encou« 
raged his pupils to form themselves into a society for 
their mutual improvement; and Us theatre was at 
their service. Mr Monro distinguished himself 
imong this band of young philosophers. As none 
were allowed to be present but such as were of their 
own fraternity, they formed the resolution of giving 
lectures in their turns on the different organs ; an 
experiment which, to some may appear romantic^ and 
even ludicrous ; but, upon more mature reflection, 
it will be admitted, that how paradoxical soever it 
may at first appear, the best means of becoming mas« 
ter of any science, is to be under ^ necessity of 
teaching it. These lecturers were sometimes absent ; 
and Mr Monro was entreated to be demonstrator. 
By papers still remaining, it appears that his account 
of the bones in general, and Dr Rutty's treatise on 
the urinary passages, were first sketched for this so« 
ciety.* "Too much diligence in dissecting, once 

* These two feUow students commenced authors in tbe course of 
the same year, 1726. It was through the influence of Dr Rutty, 



174 THE HISTORT OF TH#. . 

brought thi operator into hazard of his life ; fbiv by 
examining too freely the suppurated lungs of a pbthi^ 
steal man, when his hands had been accideiltally 
scratched, they soon after inflamed, ami the sMrellmg 
extended to his shoulder^, which made DftJames 
Douglas think that he ^ould at least lose one of his 
arms ; but onlfe suppuration in the tight^^rist, and 
three in the left hand, with some doses of pfaystc^ 
cured him.'' * 

Cheselden dnd he were not only kindred spirit in 
being totally devoted to the' cultivation of the same 
science, but, ftoid the connexion of preceptor and 
pupil, they formed a strict friendship, honoitraUe to 
both parties, which received no interruption tilLthe 
death of the former. The first draughts of his obser«^ 
vations upon the nferves find the thorucic €uef were 
added to Cheselden'^ anatomy. This was i public 
testiinony that the pfotnotion of the ^cietLce was their 
dbject ; and that they held in contempt the p£tty 
jealousies which agitate men of Weaker mindsr. 

"A great number of preparations of the different 
organs, the fruits of these dissections, were sent 
home to his father, wheti he was intending to leave 
London, to go for Paris, in the beginning of the spring 
}718. The father, vain of his son's performances, 
shewed them to many eurioui^ people who asked to 

viho was a QaakCr, that the celebrated Dr FothergiU repaired to 
Sdtnbnrghy and became a pupil of Mr Monro's. Fothei^ grado* 
ated herein \7S6. 
* Mannscfript Life* 
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s^ them i andi at the .solicitation of the collegie of 
physicians and board of surgeons, made a present of 
many of them to these societks, to be put in their 
repositories. Mr Adam Drummond was so well 
pleased with them, that he desired old Mr Monro 
to write his son. to continue his diligence in anatomy ; 
fbr^ so soon as his son returned home, he Would demit 
his share of the profession of anatomy ih his favour*. 
'* At Paris, he attended the botanical lectures and 
demoDstrations in the Jardin du Rot ; was shewed 
the dispensatory plants by M. Chomel in his private 
garden ; and had a little course of chemistry froni 
hinu He attended the discourses in L'Ecole de^ 
JkfedicinSf and at the visits of the physicians and 
surgeons in the hospitals La Chariti and L* Hotel 
Dku; in which last place he had a course of ana* 
toiny from M. Bouquet ; and performed all the operas 
tions of surgery under the direction of M. Thibaut^ 
and of some other Compagnons of that hospital, who 
allowed him to examine the state of the urinary 
organs of those who died after having undergone 
the operation of lithotomy in autumn. He likewise 
was a pupil of Mr Gregoire for accouehemens, or 
delivery of women, and of Cessau for bandages; 
but always regretted that Mt Winslow, to whose 
acquaintance he tras introduced, gave no course of 
anatomy while he staid at Paris. 
. Towards autumn, he set out for Leyden, where he 
was a student of Boerhaave ; and attended his lee* 
lures on chemistry, the theory and practice of 
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medicine, and clinical lectures in the hospital* ili 
also attended Boerhaave's prelections on Iiotaily. A 
this time. Professor Ran was in such a state tha 
he could not teach anatomy.* Mr Monro at tba 
time dissected several animals, and explained thi 
differences between that of man to some of thi 
students at Leyden. So soon as he returned homei 
in autumn 17299 he was examined by the surgeon 
of Edinburgh, and admitted a member of their incor* 
poration.^ f 

Though Mr Monro had received his commission 
in January 17S0, he was not required to deliver any 
lectures till the subsequent October. The task he 
had undertaken was of no ordinary difficulty; and, 
well prepared as he doubtless was, he possessed too 
much prudence and good sense to run any hazard, 
being well aware how much depended upon the first 
impression which he might make. Independently 
of this, he could procure^2i^ec/j nowhere else than 
in London; and he had sufficient occupation to 
engage him previous to the commencement of the 

* This great anatomUt, in consequence of a fall, was, at the tim 
when Mr Monro was at Ley den, confined to bed, and died a ftv 
months afterwards. He performed the operation of catting for the stoat 
upon above sixteen hundred people, with the greatest applause, ta' 
equal success ; and suggested improvements in the mode of perfonn* 
ing that dangerous operation, which were adopted by Mr CheseMw 
— Hist, of the. Lateral Operationp by James Douglas, M. D* Mr 
Monro must have been, much disappointed at not witnessing tim 
perform the operation. 

f Manuscript Life. 
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sesdoQ of the coliegCi in getting ready such anato- 
mical preparations, as the business of the class ab- 
solutely required. Some time was also necessary to 
publish throughout the country the newly proposed 
plan of giving regular lectures on anatomy ; and to 
solicit the patronage of professional gentlemen, and 
others, who were interested, or might be disposed 
to promote its success. 

For this purpose, both he and his friends took care 
to secure the pubUc patronage of the Royal College 
of Physicians and the College of Surgeons of the 
city of Edinburgh, though perfectly certain of their 
hearty coroperation as individuals. Upon S4th 
August 17^0, it is recorded, '* That the council, 
with the extraordinary deacons, having heard ^ re* 
presentation from the Royal College of Physiciansy 
as also another from the Incorporation of Chirurgeon 
Apothecaries of this city, both setting forth the 
necessity and usefulness of encouraging a school of 
anatomy and chirurgery in this city, and th^ pro- 
bability of bringing it to as great perfection as in 
any other place^ whereby the children of freemea 
and apprentices may improve in anatomy at a much 
easier charge than they usually are put to, and like* 
wise may prove a mean of bringing others to this 
<^ty from other parts for their improvement; and 
being willing to give all due encouragement tor pro* 
pagating such arts and sciences as may tend to the 
bonour and advantage of this city, do authorise 
and give power to the pinesgg magistrates to give 

Vol. IL ic" 
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such encouragement to Mr Alexander Moim-o, pre* 
sent professor thereof, as they shall think cony©- 
Dient; and which encouragement, when granted by 
the said magistrates, is and shall stand in the same 
force and effect in all time coming, as if the council 
had granted the same themselves." * 



Meanwhile, the most indefatigable exertions were 
ftiade to procure as respectable an attendance upon hi^ 
prelections as possible. The Lord Provost, accompa^ 
tiled by his friends in the magistracy, the President 
and Fellows of the College of Physicians, and the 
President, accompanied by the members of the GjI- 
lege of Surgeons, honoured him with their presence 
upon the first day's lecture. Not expecting so nu«» 
merous nor so learned an audience, it is not surprise 
ing th^t he was thrown into confusion, being a man 
of genuine modes 13% The appearance, too, lie Ava$ 
called upon to make, was quite new to him, having 
never been accustomed to the visage of an assembly* 
He had committed the lecture to memory ; but the 
presence of the audience deprived him of the power 
of recollection ; and as he liad determined not to 
read his discourse, foHowingthe example which then 
prevailed in the foreign universities,f he resolved to 
trust to his powers of extemporaneous elocution, be- 
ing fully persuaded that he was master qf the Bub« 

• Counc. llegist, \x)l. xlviii. p. 204. 

t The Church of Rome ham never allmved thrir clci*gy roA^ 
their discourses froa^ the pulpiK 
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ject He acquitted himself so much to his own sa- 
tisfaction, and that of his hearers, that he formed 
the resolution of addpting a similar method in all 
time coming. This he carried into effect during the 
whole of the long term during which he discharged 
the duties of a public professor. 

But the most unequivocal proof of his early repu« 
tation at this time, and of the zeal with which he 
was secoiided by the public, is the number that at- 
tended his lectures. They amounted to the extraor- 
dinary number of fifty-seven students.* It must 

• The following is ao accurate account of the number of his pupils 
from J 720 to 1751 inclusive, communicated to the author through 
^^e kindness of his grandson, the present ptofessor*' 
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certainly be considered in that light, wh«^ ^tlie no*. 
velty of the attempt, the populati#m, and the|K>vwty 
of Scotland at that time, are taken into the* account; 
It has been confideotly affirmed that Dr Charles 
Alston, of whom some account shall be gitren^n the 
subsequent part of this history, was associated^witih 
Mr Monro ; and that, " in the beginning.of the 
winter 1720, these two young professors began tor 
give regular courses of lectures, the one on ihemate^ 
ria metlica and botany, the other on anatomy and 
surgery ;'' and that *• Alston was at this time king's 
bot^njst for Scotland/' * The latter I admit to be 

• Dr D. Monro's Life of his Father, p. 11. — Dr Hopc*8 Accouq^ 
of Alston, prefixed to Alston's Mat. Med. — Dr Duncau*s H^ryeian 
Oration, p. l6; • 

1 have taken great pains to examine ii^to the truth of this state* 
ment. 1. Attcr a very careful examination of the council register, 
I have not been able to find the least hin( of a commission of any 
kind being givtsn to Or Alston till 31st March 1738. % In 1738, 
he received bis. com mission to be professor of materia mcdica and 
botany in the usual form from the Town-Oouncil. 3. Dr Alstoa 
could no^ be intimate with Mr Monro at Leydcn in 1716, for the 
' latter did not ^o thither till autumn 17I8. And, lastly, Mr George 
Preston, of whoip some account has been already given, was supejr- 
intendant of the phasic-garden in 17l6f ^ind died l6th February 
1749» aged 84<| havmg probably resigned in 1 738. The names Pro* 
ion and Abton might be confounded by a foreigner, who oniy recei|h 
ed the inlormmion by report* Dr Alston died in 1760 ; and, shortly 
after, a bri<ff account of him appeared in the Leipsic Commentaries, 
vol. xi. p. 556, which i suspect mi^ght mislead. Dr l-i«pe, who quotes 
them f^ his authority, in ti^ preface he prefixed to Alston's Mi|j(|i 
ria Medica; which wm a pps||||^ou^^bbcatioq.' 
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istne ; Jmtj for the reason^ assigned below, I am in- 
clioed t6 think that the former is a mistake; though^ 
as the evidence is only negative, I am unwilling tt> 
iffirm-any thing with certainty^ 

Toirards the end of his third course, Mr Monro, 
ttKTWitiged by the success that had attended his ex- 
ertions, and with the concurrence and urgent re- 
comtnmdations of his friends, who, indeed, in this 
instance, were only an echo of the opinion of the 
puUi^ presented a petition to the honourable pa- 
trons, in which he set tbrth the usefulness of the 
MMy of anatomy, and the advantages it might be of 
to Edinburgh ; and, in order thereto, the necessity of 
putting the commission of professor on such a foot- 
i'ig as might tncourage him efiectually to follow 
out the design for which' he was appointed. The 
council gave the following deliverance upon his pe- 
tition, 

" Edinburgh, Uth March I72i. 
" The which petition being heard and considered 
in council, and tliey being well and ripely advised^ 
and satisfied how much this profession may tend to 
the advantage and honour of the city, by the small 
expence of the inhabitants children their educa- 
tion, and the resort of students who have been and 
will be induced to come here from all the several 
parts of Scotland, as also from England and Ireland, 
^ there is all imaginable reason, from the favourable 
port these already come OKtke, that their numbers 
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Avill Still increase ; and being fully comdnced of tbfe 
fitness and sufficiency 6f' tM Mid Mr Alexander 
'Monro in all respects for the said professioiii and 
well acquainted with liis diligence and assiduous a|» 
plication in the exercise of it ; They therefoiet'and 
for his better encouragement, of new again nomiftali^ 
*^&c. him sole professor of anatomy within this ci^ 
and college of Edinburgh, and that ad vitam out ad» 
pam, notwithstanding of any act of council formerly 
made to the contrAry/' • The patrons had judged 
it proper, as has been mentioned, that the pnSoF 
sorships should be held during their pleasure; M^ 
80 late as August 1719, they had passed a general 
act relative to that subject, in which they explained 
and enforced their sentimetats in regard to it fiat 
so powerful was Mr Monro's influence, in coo« 
sequence of his unforeseen popularity as a professor, 
and his other eminent qualitiesi that they moit 
readily acceded to his reasonable request. Thus be 
was the means of laying down a precedent, which 
was in direct violation of the repeated acts of the 
council , but which has been strictly adhered to ever 
since. 

Mr Monro never desisted from exerting himsdf, 
in the line of his profession, with that ability, 
diligence, and steadiness, which secured to him th# 
approbation of all. In some respects, however, be 
had a difficult part to perform. The population d 



• CouDC. Regist. Tol. xlbu p. 20£. 
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llie town then amounted only to thirty thousand ; 
and he bad inspired his pupils with such a taste for 
anatomyi and the opportunities they possessed were 
BO limited, that they were very uneasy under the re» 
straint; In April 17S5, however, some of the more 
enterprizing of the students, as was supposed, had 
attempted to violate the graves of the dead. Mr 
Monro's well known character placed him above 
suspicion in the eyes of sober minded men. But the 
vulgar of all denominations were of a very different 
opinion. The city was in an uproar ; and an £din* 
burgh mob was in those days very forrhidable* They 
beset Surgeons' Hall, where Mr Monro had from the 
first delivered his lectures ; and had it not been for 
the spirited and vigorous measures of the magis* 
tratcs, they would have destroyed and trampled 
lender their feet the anatomical preparations which 
he had accumulated with so much labour and ex« 
pence. The tumult was fortunately^ quelled ; but . 
the magistrates found it necessary or convenient, in 
order to pacify the multitude, to offer " a reward of 
L.20 sterling to those whd would discover the per- 
sons that were accessary to stealing dead bodies."* 
The session of the college rose in the course of a 
few weeks ; no discovery was made ; and the cir» 
cumstance which occasioned the riot was speedily 
forgotten. 

This unpleasant business, however, excited a dread 



♦ Counc. Rcgist. vol* I. p. 478i^ ^, 
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in the minds both of Mr Monro and the patrons of 
the university of the recurrence of any similar erefiit 
In order, therefore, to guard against the hazard of 
the fatal consequences that might ensue, it was 
agreed that he should be provided with a theatre 
within the walls of the university, in which his col- 
lection of preparations, that had now become pretty 
numerous, might he deposited in a place of greater 
security. For this purpose, the form of transacting 
business with the council required that he should 
present a petition to that effect This he according- 
ly did upon the 25th October of the same year; 
and his request was granted. ^' The council, upon a 
petition from Mr Alexander Monro, craving the 
council, as patrons of the university of Edinburgh, 
to allow him, as professor of anatomy therein, a 
theatre for public dissections for teaching the stu- 
dents under his inspection, such as shall be thought 
proper for that science, the council, &c. appro- 
priate a fit place in the said university to be adapted 
to the said theatre for public dissections, and teach- 
ing the students under his inspection*"* 

Mr Monro had a most powerful auxiliary in the 
conducting of all his transactions with the Town- 
Council. This was the celebrated George Drum* 
mond, by far the most eminent citizen and public- 
spirited magistrate that Edinburgh ever produced, 

* Counc. Regist. vol. li. p. 8. 
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md the greatest benefactor to his na-tive city and to 
thQ university in particular.* It was through his 
influence that his near relation (a brother, if I mbtake 
Hot) demitted in favour of Mr Monro ; and one of 
tbe first acts of the council, when he was advanced 
to be Lord Provost of Edinburgh, was to procure 

proper accommodation for him within the university. 

rhey lived upon a footing of the most intimate 

friendship, and died within a few months of on^ 

another. 

* That be was the greatest beoefactor which the university ever 
h^A, will not be called in question by those who are acquainted 
with his history. From the year 1715, to the time of his death in 
1766, nothing was done in regard to the college without his advice of 
direction. His care of the university not only extended to an accu- 
rate investigation how its funds were expended, but he was of much 
more essential service in procuring men o( real talents to be appoint* 
ed as professors. In the course of the fifty years during which li# 
managed the city, he may be said to have appointed all the profess 
SDTB. The following gentlemen, however, were introduced to the 
university whilst he was provost, and he served that honourable of- 
fice six times. In this catalogue, the names of the greatest ornaments 
of the university are included. They are inserted here in the order of 
the time they were inducted. Adam Watt, humanity ; Colin M^Lau<i 
rin, mathematics ; Joseph Gibson, midwifery ; Robert Whytt, theoi/ 
and practice of medicine; Mathew Stewart, mathematics ; James Ro- 
bertson» Hebrew ; John Goldie, principal ; Robert Hamilton, divi* 
nity ; James Balfour, moral philosophy, afterwards the law of nature 
atKl nations; Robert Dick, civil Jaw; William Culleii, chemistiy, 
theory and practice of medicine ; Thomas Young, midwifery ; Aleiso 
ander Monro, sccundus ; Adam Ferguson, natural and afterward*) 
moral philosophy ; William Robertson, principal ; Roflert Cum* 
jning, church history ; Hugh Blairy rhetoric* 
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' Whatever advantage the public may have 
from that most benevolent and excellent iastitntitttt 
the Royai Infirmary^ is solely to be ascribed to thd 
great exertions of these two eminent men* The 
magistrates of Edinburgh had been in the habiti from 
tune immemorial of granting petty pensions to theif 
poor^ and appointing a physician and surgeon td 
attend them when necessary. But those who were 
entitled to derive benefit from this fund were only 
such as were what is called free of the city. It i 
evident, therefore, that many objects of compassion^ 
were of necessity excluded from participating of this 
charity. In 1721, some benevolent individuals, who 
pitied the siiiTerings of the poor, circulated a propo- 
sal for establishing an hospital upon a much more 
extensive scale; but it did not at that time receive 
the encouragement which they expected.* The phy*- 
sicians and surgeons had, for a long period, given 
advice and medicines gratuitously to the sick poor; 
but it was in 1725, when under the auspices of the- 
Lord Provost, who had the chief management of the 
Fishery Company, they obtained assignations to 
shares of their stock, upon its dissolution, that it was 
carried into effect. 

A small house was at first rented ; and Mr Monro 
and others having voluntarily offered their services^ 
it was opened in 17S9* The plan succeeding to their 
most ample wishes, and the funds increasing very 

r 

* It was written b^ Dr Monro* 
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"I nfiiAly, tibe managers of the charity procured a char» 
^1 terin 17S6; and^ in August 1738, laid the founda* 
lion of the present extensive fabric. Messrs Drum- 
mond and Monro were appointed the building com" 
fnittec. The money contributed, and with which the 
work was begun, was soon expended ; but perhaps 
the alacrity and hearty co-operation with which this 
iaudalile enterprize was carried on, is without a pa» 
^llel in the history of any charitable foundation. 
Materials for the building, of every description, were 
contributed in small quantities by those who had it 
not in their power to advance money ; and even the 
<^ommon workmen rivalled each other in frequently 
griming their labour gratis ; and, instead of repining, 
cheerfully submitted to the inconvenience they suf^ 
^ered from their wages being sometimes not regularly 
{^aid. Such confidence had they, in common with 
^ ranks, in the talents, integrity, and generosity of 
these two gentlemen. They uniformly paid the 
Workmen themselves ; and permitted no avocation 
whatever to interfere with what they esteemed so 
imperious a duty ; and tlieir presence, combined 
with their engaging manners to all employed about 
the work, had the effect of accelerating its progress 
in a most remarkable manner. «^ 

The erection of an infirmary for the relief of the 
distressed of itll nations, was accompanied liplth ma«> 
ny good effects, independent of the relief which it 
conferred upon the miserable. Such an institution 
was indispensably necessaryi before those who were 
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to be the guardians of the health of society cdnld 
possibly receive an education which wcmid qualify 
them for discharging the duties of so important a 
function. Lectures upon the theory of disease^ and 
the mode of cure, how beneficial soever they are ae> 
kndwledged to be, cannot supply the place of actual* 
ly witnessing diseases themselves, their differences^ 
causes, and effects. A very plausible and ingenious 
system of pathology may be invented ; but though it 
may amuse, it can be of little advantage to tfae- 
stuclent, and very frequently rather has a tendency 
to lead to the adoption of an inefficient or dangerous 
practice. When both are combinedi the one assists 
to correct the othwr; and the diligent student wiU 
eagerly seize upon the opportunity of profiting by 
them. These advantages are to be obtained in 
Edinburgh in the most ample manner; so that the 
benefit of attending the hospital, together with the 
instructions tb be derived from the prelections of the 
different professors upon every branch of medical^; 
science, render the system of education as perfect 
^ the nature of the study will admit. 

In 1726, Mr Monro published his first and great* 
est work, on the anatomy of the bones. This 
treatise has received the warmest commendation, 
both at home and abroad, from the greatest masters < 
in anateny, from the time of its fir^C publication.* 

♦ Hallei^s character of it is, Kgregius labor, ad capitb historiam, 
•d articuldtiomsy ad varietatcsy ad vasa et membranas ossiutn recent 
tium^ Doo adco ad artus«— Ualicr. Metli^ Stud* Med. p. 281. 



\ 



tmiTSRSITY OF EDINBUBGH* 18$ 

Is the dedication df it to bis students, he modestly 
informs us, that if he had known that Albinas^ 
WinsJow, and Palfyn, were to pubhsh descriptions 
of the bones, his work would probably not have ap- 
peared. Those authors however, have confined 
tbemstlves entirely to a description of the bonesi 
and have intermixed very little reasoning concern* 
isg tiie usel5 which tliose parts serve. Mr Monro's 
Oiieologff, therefore, besides bein&^ as minute, and 
frequently more so, in the description, contains a 
much greater fund of practical oI>servations ; and, be« 
sides being more generally useful, it is more enticing 
to the young student, who is apt to be disgusted 
with a study which does not give exercise to his 
imagination. In 1759, M. J. Joseph Sue, prof^essur of 
anatomy to the Royal Schools of Surgery, and to the 
Royal Academy of Painting and Sculpture, all at 
Paris, published a splendid edition of this work in 
^lio, with elegant engravings. In sliort, it has 
ffiways been considered as a most masterly perform* 
ance upon this fundamental branch of anatomy. 
To the latter editions he annexed an excellent 
treatise on the human nerves, which had been origi- 
nally printed in Cheselden's Anatomy, but which he 
afterwards much enlarged. 

To give a particular account of all the works of 
Mr Monro (which, in the edition publislied by his 
son in 1781, amount to nearly eight hundred p4gcs 
in quarto), would lead to a digression incompatible 
with the design of the present history* The mps^ 
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satUfactory reference will be, in tbe estimatibn of atf 
competent judges, the perusal of the works them* 
selves. It would be unpardonable, however^ to |iaM 
unnoticed the active part which he took in the pub^ 
lication of the " Medical Essays and Observations^'^ 
He and Dr Plummer, professor of medicine in tbt 
university of Edinburgh, were secretaries to a society» .^ 
which was principally composed of medical practi--^ 
tioners in Scotland, though they invited all whn^ 
cultivated surgery and physic to send their contrib u - ■ 
iions, to which they promised every attention shouldfl^ 
be shewn. The prospectus of the work, &c. were-=^ 
\vritten by Mr Monro; and he had the sole charge o: 
reviewing, (rorrecting, and arranging the papers tha 
were transmitted to him. Besides this trouble^ o 
which none have any idea who have not been en*- 
gaged in th^ task, he contributed fully one-fourth, 
of the work iti original articl^s^ which constitute a 
most important part of tlie pablicati(»i. It was 
most favourably received by the public ; and its r^R' 
putation stands as high at this day, especially upon 
the continent, as the transactions of any medical 
society which have been pufaflished before or since. 

But talents for philosophical speculation^ and 
great address in the performance pf any surg^ca 
operation, united with the most prqfound and com 
prehensive knowledge of his profession, yrere not tl: 
only qualities possessed by this extraordinary ma 
His moral worth formed the subject of the encomii 
of all wlio had the honour of his acquaintance. I 
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un^ifected moclestyi and the liberal manner ia: which 
h^. treated those whom ather3 viewed with ^ isq^pect^ 
togeyei nianifested the superiority Of his intelleQtual 
character.'* iiis courtesy 4Pd epgagiog ipaunera 
strongly attached his students to him. When they 
needed advice, he was always ready to communicate 
it in the most affectionate manner; and his solicitude 
to serve them in future life was exemplified in in- 
numerable instances. 

Mr Monro had continued a member of the incor- 
poration of surgeons till 1756, when, upon the 1st 
of January of that year, the university of Edinburgh 
conferred upon him the degree of doctor of medicine^ 
He was admitted a licentiate of the Royal College 
of Physicians upon 3d February following, on the 
same day with his intimate friend and colleague Dr 
Cnllen ; s^nd they were elected fellows of the same 
upon 5th March thereafter. 

His youngest son, Alexander, being appointed 
lolnt professor of anatomy in 1757^ he resigned to 
him the labour of publicly teaching anatomy, though 

* This was most remarkably displayed \n his behaviour to Dr 
George Martin, physician at St Andrews, who began to read medical 
lectures in Edinburgh. Some disapproved of this, which was the first 
attempt of the kind in Edinburgh, as tending to injure the university, 
pr Monro was of a very different opinion. He thought the private 
kbours of such a man as Dr Martin would rather have a tendency 
Vincrcase the fame of the university. And, when this young philo- 
tophcr was cut off by deathf he superintended the publication of his 
jpQBthumous works. 
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he still continued to give clinical lectures ii 
hospital ; and had the agreeable pleasure of s 
this son pursue the track which he himself bad | 
ed out. He died upon IQth July 1767* 
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CHAPTER XlL 



?%e Foundation of a Professorship of Scotish Um^Di^ 
PorterJield---Tke Medical School originally consists 
ing of Four Professors. 

It has been already mdntioned, that lectures tipcffll 
the civil and Scotish law were given by Mr Cuning^ 
ham about the beginning of the century. Ife de- 
livered thesp privately ; and neyfer had any con- 
nexion with the university. The manner in which 
young lawyers, and practitioners of the law in gene- 
ral^ received their educatidn in Scotland at that time 
Was far from being regular. A knowledge of the! 
law of Scotland- ivas adqilired chiefly by private 
Study. The municipal law had been bijt little cul- 
tivated. Lord Stair was the first who seeins to have 
attemjyted institutions of it upon a systematic plan* 
The books of Regiam Majestate% together with the 
L^es Burgorum, and other treatises subjoined by 
Sir John Skene, tne publislier of them, are composed^ 
something in the way bf a System, but hardly de- 
serve the name. The learned Sir Thomas Craig hasf 
Seated with great abilit|*of the Feudal System ; au4 
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his work is much esteemed at homei and celebrated 
nbroad. But it treats of feudal subjects onlyi and 
such as are incident to them, having never proposed 
to give a complete system of law. Lord Stair's plan 
was very comprehensive ; for he intended it as an 
entire system of the law pf Scotland in regard to 
civil rights. 
Sir George Mackenzie, another celebrated lawyer, 

patwitb^t?^pcUp^ the muUipUcity cif hi^ pubK^^ 91V 
gi^gem^nt^ bestowed gre^t p^ins in arrangiogr and 

digesting a system of ScQtish kw» both civii and 
criminal. He proposed Justinian^as his model; and 
bi? Ueati«§i on both branqca have bepu qsteenx^d v* 
luftble pf rfivm^ncc^i cpntaiuing an ^dipairaW^ sJwidg* 
ip^nt of the pjiuqip^es of the law of Scqtlaudf 

The writings of the^e ^tUthora^ were the only ai4» 
which the student possessed by way of intrpdiuctioii 
tp a^ J:i\Qwledge pf thq laws of his country^ He had 
freer acqes^ to consult the. stattAtor^ la^^ which con** 
$^i3ts pf the st^tut^s pr acts, pf parliament. The rch 
ports pr decisipns of the Court of Sessioi^ the su;^ 
preuie civil court, are also considered as law, be^ 
f ay^e the judges, like all other courts cf justice, very 
inij^ch ^espept th^ ir own. decisions ; and, though tbey 
pos3e$s the power, they are not in, the practice of 
r^ ceding frpm theqi, excepting for weighty rea^ooai 
!^o one can practise in ^ny court pf law, without be» 
ing^ well acquainted with the foi:ms which are it^ 
general u^e. A knowledge of tb?se, without which, 
ifpne can ujake: * di?twgi4|^e4 figure as. a l^wyer^ 
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Wfts tbetti as it stttl is, obtained by daily practice in 
the supreme court. The student also attached him* 
self to some one of the ablest and best employed 
advocates, attended his consultations, and was em« 
ployed by him in arranging and analysing processes, 
not then done by the agents or attornies,* This was 
the case with such as directed their attention to the 
bar. But a great proportion of the legal practice of 
Scotland is not within their province. It therefore 
becomes an object of very great importance, that 
those of that profession should have every oppor- 
tunity of being well instructed in the law. In order 
taaecomplish this desirable end, Mr Alexander Bayne^ 
advocate, presented a petition to the patrons, and 
proposed the institution of a professorship of Scotish 
law. The Town-Council paid the most respectful 
attehtion to it. 

" Edrnkfrgh, 2 8/ A November 1722. 
•* Mr Alexander Bayne having represented how 
much it would be for the interest of the nation, and 
of this city, to have a professor of the law of Scot- 
land placed in the university of this city, not only 
for teaching the Scots law, but also for qualifying 
of writers for h^ majesty's signet ; and being fully 
apprised of the fitness and qualifications of Mr Alex* 
ander Bayne of Rires, advocate, to discharge such a 
province, therefoa, the council elect him to be 
professor of the law of Scotland in the ftntversity of 

* Life of Lord Karnes, vol. i. p. 13. 

n2 
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this city^ for teaching the Scots law, and qualifying 
writers to his majesty's signet.*' * 

It has been already observed^ that the faculty of 
advocates hav6 never prescribed any definite course 
of study to those who are candidates for admissioa 
to their society. This is probably the reason that 
ao notice is taken of the benefit that would accrue 
to such as fixed upon the profession of an advocate. 
The professorship was founded with a special refer- 
ence to the accommodation of that numerous and 
respectable body the writers to his majesty's sigi\et ; 
audi before any one can be admitted as one of their 
naembers, it is necessary to produce a certificate of 
having attended at least one course of lectures at this 
class. Jt seems ve^ry extraordinary that the erection 
of a class, in which the principles of the law of Scot- 
land shoul4 be taught^ should have been delayed so 
long, and have given place to others which could not 
be considered as so essentially necessary, or so benefir 
cial to society at large. Edinburgh was then,^ anid 
still is, chiefly supported by its being the seat of the 
courts of justice ; and, intimate as the connexion is be? 
tween the civil and the Scotish law, it appears strange 
that, when the former was founded by royal munifi« 
f^ence, no attempts were made to obtain a similar esta*? 
blislunent in which the latter mighf be taught. The 
true reason ibelieve to have been, that, with the ex-i 

*. Coanc. Rcgist. vol. xlix. p« 424« 



DNIVSKSITt OF £D!NBURGH. 197 

<lteptit)A of the professorships in which the languages 
were taught, and which were introductory to the 
study of theology, the other establishments in the 
university were either created for the express purpose 
of serving those upon whom they were first conferred, 
or arose out of the political circumstances of the times. 
The chief cause of the Roman law being so much stu« 
d^ed by Scotish lawyers is, that it forms the best in- 
troduction to a thorough knowledge of their own mm- 
nicipa} law. It has great influence in Scotland, ex* 
pept where express laws or customs have receded from 
it; 

Mr Bayne was the representative of an ancient 
&pily in Fifeshire ; and his descendents still possess 
the estate of Rires, in the parish of Kilconquhan I 
have beem able to obtain very little information con« 
oeming him. Whether he died in 1 737, or only re- 
signed his professorship^ I know not ; but, in the 
course of that year, he was succeeded in the chair 
by Ml^John Erskine. Mr Bayne was the author of 
two works on the law of Scotland. The first ap« 
peared in 1748, and was entitled ^^ Institutions of 
the Criminal Law of Scotland," for the use of stu* 
dents who attend the lectures of Mr Alexander Bayne ; 
and the second consisted of notes for tlie use of the 
students of the municipal law in the university of 
Edinburgh, being a supplement to Sir George Maor 
kenzie's Institutions. This was published in the 
subsequent year ; and he is styled professor of muiii* 
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cipal la\r« I have not obtained any explanation of 
the apparent anachronirau The two treatises are 
very small ; and we are informed, in the prefac^^ 
that he had been in the practice of dictating what 
they contained to his studentey and making them 
the text upon which he commented at greater lengtb 
in his lectures. 

We have given an account of the foundatiiEMi 4|C 
the medical school in the university of Edinburgh, 
under the auspices of Mr Monro. The great sipecest 
which attended his endeavours to teach anatomy, 
stimulated those who felt an interest in promoting 
medical science to extend the plan, and, if possible^ 
to put it upon such a scale^ as should not oajb^ 
render it respectable in the eyes of the public, b«8 
be of essential service to students of medioineu An 
uncommon spirit of emulation prevailed at this time, 
both on the continent and in this country, in cui-* 
tivating almost every department of physical science^ 
The Scotish youth, in imitation indeed of Ae rest 
of Europe, who had made choice of physic as a pro^ 
fession, bad caught the same ardour in zealously pro^ 
secuting the study of the science, and rivalled each 
Other in their attempts to distinguish themselves. 
Tliey were about the same age, liad been educated 
abroad in the same system, and were all equally ad« 
niirers of its author, Boerhaaye; 

The following minute explains what measures thc( 
Town-Council adopted at this tiiDe. 
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'' Edinburgh, Hth AuguH 17^4. 
'^ The Council, considering that they are vested imd 
endowed 'with a power, both of instituting profess 
tions of all liberal arts and sciences in their college, 
and of nominating and appointing persons thereto, 
qualified to profess and teach the same ; and con*^ 
iidering the great benefit and advantage that would 
accrue to this city and kingdom, by having all the 
parts of medicine taught in this place; likewise 
considering, that hitherto the institutes and practice 
of medicine, though the principal parts thereof, have 
iiAt been professed or taught in the said college ; 
and that it appears necessary, for the effectual teach- 
ing of the same, that a person, as well disengaged 
from the necessary business of all other public profes- 
rions, as otherwise well qualified, be nominated and 
appointed for that effect : And whereas Mr William 
Porterfield, doctor of medicine in Edinburgh, is re- 
commended by the president, censors, and other 
members of the Royal College of Physicians in Editt^ 
burgh, as a person well fitted and qu^ified for 
teaching medicine in all its parts, and deserving of 
all encouragement; and being otherwise well in* 
formed, and fully convinced of the ability, good dis^ 
position, and qualifications of the said Dr William 
Porterfield for such an undertaking, — ^Therefore, they 
hereby institute and establish the foresaid profession 
of the institutes and practice of medicine in their 
said college, and do elect, &c« granting to him full 
power and authority to profess, teachf and instruct 
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the said science of medicine^ in all its parts an<i 
branches, in the $aid college of Edinburgh ; and, for 
t^iat end, to have, hold, and enjoy, in the said college^ 
^uch powers, privileges, and immun ities, as any other 
profe^por or teacher therein enjoys. Provided, never-* 
theless, that the said Dr William Porterfield, by his 
acceptation hereof, becomes expressly bound and 
obliged piin^tually to observe and obey all constitu- 
tions, bye^laws, rules, and regulations, mzd^ or to 
Jbe made, by the Lord Provost, Magistrates, Coirncil^ 
and their successors in office, both concerning the 
government and administration of the said college 
and every matter and thing thereto relating : And 
the said Dr William Porterfield, by his acceptation, 
also binds apd obliges him to give colleges regularly, 
in order to the instructing of students in the s^ 
i^cience of medicine/' * 

From some neglect or mistake of those who had 
the charge of the records of the Town* Council about 
this time, it is almost impossible to give a clear 
statement of the various transactions which took 
place^ before matters were itdjusted in such a manner as. 
to afford tolerable instruction to medical students, or 
before the university could be entitled to the name of a 

• 

* Counc* Regist vol.1, p. 31l» — Dr Porterfield graduated at 
Ubeims upon the 24lh August 1717* He was admitted a licentiate 
of the ipyal college of physicians of Edinburgh upon the 13th April 
1721, and ekcted fellow upoii the l4th November of the sam^ 
yeah 
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fiifcdical BchooL The anxiety of the patrons was much 
to be commended^ in adopting measures to have all 
the branches of physic taught in Edinburgh; and they 
had recourse to the best sources of information which 
the country afforded. The royal college of physl- 
ciansy who had been so active in lending their as- 
sistance towards completely securing Mr Monro in 
his professorship, were equally disposed to favour 
this undertaking; and the patrons having cast their 
eyes upon Dr William Porterfield, one of the members 
of the college, they bore testimony to his abilities, 
and furnished him with the most ample recommen- 
dations* There was great scope for the exercise of 
his talents in the province which was assigned to 
him ; and the privileges conferred upon him, as a 
member of the university, were such as naturally 
would incite him to the greatest diligence. The 
council, however, had the caution to insert in his 
commission that he *^ should give colleges regular- 
ly," Whether this clause Was the effect of mere ac- 
cident, or of design, is not known ; but it is certain 
that no such condition had been made with any for- 
mer professor, probably because it was esteemed to 
be altogether unnecessary. 

Dr Porterfied was a native of the shire of Ayi^ 
descended of a reputable family, and was a man of 
considerable private fortune. To this I presume the 
words of the commission allude, when he is describe 
ed as being '^ disengaged from the necessary busi- 
ness of all otlier public professions.** It is prqbable 
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that he was educated at the university of Gflasgow; 
where the mathematics especially were much culti- 
irated« He very early made proficiency in this fasci* 
Hating study ; and has employed it in all the works 
of which he has acknowledged himself to be the 
author. His first attempt was in the '^ Medical Ob* 
servations,*^ published in 17 IS, and was d demonstm- 
tion of the strength of bones to resist powera applied 
to break them transversely. This was given ta the 
public through the intercession of Mr Monro^ who 
had delivered a similar theory in his Osteology* It 
is sufficient to observe here, that Monro considered 
it as an excellent supplement to that part of his 
work. 

Dr Porterfield is however principally known by 
his Treatise on the £ye, which was first published kk 
1759. He had given an outline of this work many 
years before in the '^ Medical Essays ;^ but he ap^ 
pears to have bestowed great labour in amplifying^ 
and confirming the theories he had formed concern* 
ing vision. It had the immediate efiect of raising bis 
reputation very high as a metaphysician, an anato^ 
mist, a matbematiciaUy and physiologist. Like. the 
greater number of his contemporaries, he seems t6 
have been much attached to theory, and to have in- 
troduced into his speculations metaphysical dtscut- 
sions, which are now admitted to be more ingenious 
than solid. Stahl's theory, that all fnotion originated 
with the soul, and in no instance whatever from the 
body, had been acknowledged as a fundamental 
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{principle in some of the most celebrated schools, 
and, at the time when Porterfield wrote, had masv 
admirers both in England and France. Porterfiel^' 
work possesses great merit, and is still considered as 
fi standard book upon the subject ; and he who reads 
it with attention, will derive both pleasure and profit 
from the perusal. He was a man of very keen pas* 
sions ; and seems to have felt no restraint in express- 
ing bis sentiments respecting the opinions of others* 
He does not treat of the diseases of the eye ; from 
which it may be justly inferred, that his genius led 
him to be more pleased with the theoretical than 
practical part of his subject. 

It is a singular circumstance, that no documents 
are known to exist, by which it can be proved 
whether Dr Porterfield ever delivered a course of 
lectures or not in the university of Edinburgh. For 
my own part, I am inclined to think that he never 
did« The lectures would necessarily require a con* 
siderable time in composing; and it is well known, 
in this part of the country, that he was a man 
of a peculiar temper. I do not blame him for un* 
steadiness, or for shrinking from the task which he 
had proposed to perform. There was no member 
of the college of physicians better qualified than he 
was. I rather conjecture that some of his colleagues 
had the intention of beginning courses of medical 
lectures about this very time, and that he voluntarily 
declined interfering with their plan. But, before I 
make any further observations,*! have inserted two 
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minutes off the Town^ouncil connected with thlf ^ 
subject I 

m 

i 
'* Edinburgh, 1 Uh Naomber 1724. ; 

*' The same day, anent a memorial given in by : 
Messrs Rutherford, St Clare, Plummer, and inne^ 
shewing that these gentlemen^ having prurdbd^ a 
bouse for a chemical elaboratory, adjdining to the 
college garden, formerly let to Mr George Preston \ 
and finding th&t the garden, neglected by &|jr Pres* 
ton, had for some years lain in disorder, desired of 
the Honourable the Town-council that they might 
be allowed the use of that ground, for tiie better 
carrying on their design of furnishing the apothe- 
cary shops with cbenrTcal medicines, and instructing^ 
the students of medicme in that part of th^ science { 
they hoped the council would the more readily com- 
ply with their request, in regard that that ground^ 
formerly allotted for the use of medicine, would still 
be employed in nursing and propagating such plant» 
as* weve necessary for the improvement of chemistry 
in this place. And, further, the earth on the south 
wall of the elaboratory rising somewhat above the 
£rst floor, the workmen judged it necessary, for the 
preservation of the timber^ that it be removed frorar 
tlie wall some feet downwards, which might be done 
without any inconvenience or deformity to the gar- 
den. These gentlemen, therefore, begged, that since 
the confusion the garden ' is now in, would cost a, 
considerable sum to rectify, that the council would 
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be pleased to let tliem have it on the same terms 
Mr Preston had it before ; or, if that should be 
thought too great a favour, they were willing to be 
^ the charge of dressingi keeping, and leaving it in 
prder, for any gratuity the council sliould be pleased 
to allow, provided they might have grant^ of the 
ground for ten years, so as not to be in th^ hazard 
of losiQg the charges, before the ground could make 
^y suitable retutrn, as the said memorial bears: 
Which bejng read, the council remitted the consi- 
deration thereof (o 3ailie Alexander Simpson and 
the committee anei^t the college affairs. According- 
ly he reported, that they recpmniended th^ abpvCf 
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^* Edinburgh^ Qth February 179&. 
** The which day, the Lord Provost, Bailies, 
Council, Deacons of Crafts, ordinary and extraordi- 
pary, being convened in council, anent the petition 
given in by John Ki^therford, Andrew Sinclair, An- 
drew plumn^er, and John Junes, ^fellows of the 
^oyal College of Physicians at Edinburgh, shewing 
that the petitioners had, under the councirs proteo* 
t|on, undertaken the professing and teaching of me- 
dicine in this city, and, by the encouragement which 
the council had been pleased to grant them, had 
carried it on with some i^pccess : That, was medi- 
(cine professed and taught ii^ |lie college by the pe* 
^tioners, it would tend more to promote it^ than to 

f CouDC. Regut. vok L p. 374« 



** 
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have it taught and professed in the manner hfthertt 
undertaken : That the sole power of instituting sueh 
professions in the college, and of electing of persons 
qualified to profess the same, was vested in the coun- 
cil : That the promoting the aforesaid profession 
was only what was intended by the petitioners, 
which would tend to the benefit and honour of this 
city and country. Craving, therefore, the couticS 
to institute the profession in the college of £dio« 
burgh, and appoint the petitioners to teach and pith 
ibss the same, as the petition bears. Which being 
maturely considered, and the council being fully con- 
vinced that nothing can contribute more to the 
flourishing of this or any other college, than that all 
the parts of academical learning be professed and 
taught in them by able professors, were of opinion, 
that it would be of great advantage to this college, 
city, and country, that medicine in all its branched 
be taught and professed here, by such a number of 
professors of that science as may by themselves' pro* 
mote students to their degrees, with as great solemni- 
ty as is done in any other college or university at 
home or abroad. The council further considering^ 
that the petitioners above mentioned have given the 
clearest proof of their capacity and ability to teach 
the above valuable ends and purposes, they having 
already professed and taught medicine with good 
success and advantage, and with the approbation of 
all the learned in that science here, do therefore 
unanimously constitute, nominate, and appoint An«* 
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4r^W Sinclair and John Rutherford^ doctors of me» 
4icilK?» professors of the theory and practice of medi«> 
xmCf at)d Andrew Plummer and John Innes, doc- 
tora, of medicine, professors of medicine and chemis- 
try in tbe college of Edinburgh ; with full power to 
an of tbem to profess and teach medicine in all its 
bri^nch^ in the said college, as fully and freely as 
the said science is taught in any university or col- 
lege ia this or any other country. And do, by these 
preaentSy give, grant, and bestow upon the said four 
.pvofi^ors of medicine, and of the particular branches 
thereof above mentioned, all the privileges, liber* 
ties, and immunities, that at present or hereafter are 
or may be enjoyed by the professors of any other 
science in the foresaid college. And, particularly^ 
with full power io them to examine candidates, and 
to do every other thing requisite and necessary to 
the graduation of doctors of medicine, as amply and 
folly, and with all the solemnities, that the same is 
practised and done by the professors of medicine in 
any college or university whatsoever. And it is 
hereby further provided and declared, that two on* 
ly of the said professors of medicine shaU at one 
time have tl)e priviledge of voting with the other 
professors in college affairs. And that these two 
enjoy the privilege of deliberating on and voting 
in Uie ailairs of general concern to the college, where- 
anenl: the professors have been in use to deliberate 
and vote, in manner after directed, viz: the said An- 
drew Sinclair, professor of the theory and practice of 
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medicine, and the said Andrew Plummer, profislM 
of medicine and chemistry, are hereby appointed and 
priviledged to deliberate and vote with the other pro- ; 
fessors in their college affairs, from the day of thdr t 
admission till the first day of March 1787 : And that 
the said John Rutherford and John Innes, profinson 
of the said branches of medicine, from the said first 
day of March 17S7 years, enjoy the same privilege 
for the succeeding year : And so the said professors 
are to have the said privilege by turns yearly, during 
their respective lives, and their continuing to profess 
and teach medicine in the said college ; and that this 
act shall take place ad vitam aut cuUpam : And it is 
hereby to be understood, that if their numbers be 
diminished by death, or otherwise, that the survivors 
continuing to profess and teach medicine shall enjoy 
the foresaid priviledges : And, lastltf^ it is hereby ex* 
pressly provided and declared, that the said four pro? 
fessors, or any of them, shall not have any fee or 
salary for their professing and teaching medicine as 
said is, by virtue of this present act, or in time com- 
ing, which shall he payable out of the reveque or 
patrimony which does or may at any time hereafter 
belong to this city, whereanent the^e presents shall 
be a warrant**' * 

It has been already stated, that, afler a most 4ibo^ 
rious investigation, it has been found impossible tat 

' Counc. Re^pst 
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giVt an exact account hbvr matters were arranged 
between* Dr Pdrterfield and these four gentlemen. 
The former received his commission in August; and 
tfaey made their application on the subsequent llth 
of November, which, in Edinburgh, is what is called 
the tcrm^ay; from which it would appear that they 
were desirous to get immediate possession of the 
house. They seem to have studiously avoided mak- 
ing the least allusion to the appointment which had 
already taken place in regard to teaching the insti- 
tutes and practice of medicine. They restricted 
themselves to the performing of chemical processes; 
and they held out^ as an inducement to the Town- 
Council to comply with their proposal, that they 
Qould thus furnish the apothecaries shops with che« 
mical medicines, and instruct the students of medi- 
cine in that part of the sciende. From the circum- 
stance of their proposing to rear medical plants, it 
iQust appear obvious, though it be not expressly de« 
clared^ that their object was to deliver to such students 
as might be attending the university a course of leCi* 
tnres both on chemistry and materia medico^ and as 
nuicli of l^of any as should comprehend the officinal 
plants. And these, no doubt, when added to the 
classes , already founded, would have formed a suffi- 
ciently extensive establishment for a medical educa« 
tioD* 

There can be no doubt^ however, that the matter 
was soniehow compromised ; and that the associated 
physicians had delivered lectures for one session at 
least, and this with the concurrence of, and under the 

VoLt IL o 
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protection of the councili before the mon A of Be* 
bruary 1726. They appear to have taagbt at thctr 
own lodgings, or in some public hall, if the words 
of their representation to the patrons do not imply 
that they wished the sanction under which diey 
acted to be more distinctly defined ; or, in other 
words, to be 6iUy received as members of the uniTer* 
stty. Besides teaching the different branches of 
nedical science, the respectability of the university 
very much depended upon such a number of professors 
being actually engaged in the business^ as was neces* 
sary to constitute a fiu:ulty of medicine ; and thus 
have ik: in their power to confer degrees^ by then- 
selves, upon such students as made application, had 
r-eguiarly attended the different classes^ and^ upon 
examination, were £bund duly qualified to practise 
pb3rsLC. The universal practice is, for the pers^i 
who applies fi>r a d^ree in any faculty to be ex« 
amined by the nenifoers of that particular ftK^ulty* 
They form as it were a committee of the whole uni- 
versity, whose report, when favourable, receives the 
sanction of all the members of the SmutM AcMdem^- 
cuif who subscribe the diploma before it is presMted 
to the candidate. 

The university of Edinburgh exercised their r^bt 
of conferring medical degrees, when no medical fa« 
culty existed, or, rather, when no lectures upon mcdi« 
dne were given in -the college. This anomaly is by 
no means uncommon. By far the greater number 
of European universities are in the same situation at 
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this mOfnettti Many gentlemen, who aftefwarclB 
taiade a diBtiiigt^bed figure in the world as pby^i* 
ciana, procured a dejgree from Edinburgh under tbe^e 
circumataAces; and the plan which was adopted was 
the following. The applicant was examined bj two 
numbers of the Royal College of Physicifns^ whose 
certificate, when presented to the university, was 
sostained, and the degree conferred* Though thete 
is no reason for suspecting that the physicians to 
whom the examinations were ddleg^ted performed 
this duty carelessly, yet it Was moce hpnoumUe to 
the university, and coMequently to the candidates^ 
that the whole business should bo ccmducted by 
such members of the university as directed the course 
of their ^tudies^ and by whom they had been educate 
ed» The patrons, who possessed the power, very 
properly regulated this matter ; but, in order to alford 
aflL additional sanction to this mode of procefdura 
ill conducting the business of the university, the 
Senatus Academcus, at a meeting, called upon the 
subsequent October^ for the express purpose of con# 
sidering * that particular subject, recognised the five 
medical professors w a medic^ factdty, wd formally 
entered them as $ucl> in* Cj^eir minHtesif . : 

The patrons bore honpuratde testimooy |bt> the 
sibilities of the professors^ and to the public approba'« 
tion which they had received frcua the most com« 
petent judges^ They (ou}d not^ therefor^ eatertaia 

•-ColJeaeKac^rrfc 
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any jealousy that there was a possibility of thdf 
'making an indiscreet use of the privileges with 
which they had invested them. The reason, there* 
■fore, of allowing them only two votes in the manage- 
ment of the general business of the university, seems 
to have been, that as they viewed it in no other 
light than as an experiment, when they appointed 
ibur gentlemen as professors, and as they considered 
complete success to be yet uncertain, and it might 
herieafter be found expedient to reduce them to two^ 
it was better to make this a preliminary conditioi^ in 
order to prevent any disputes that might arise. Th^ 
evidently left it to the two professors themselves, 
who were first mentioned in the commission, to ar- 
range the provinces they would prefer as they judged 
proper. The same liberty was granted to the other 
two. To Dr St Clair was allotted the theory, and 
to Dr Rutherford the practice. How Dr Plummer 
and Dr Innes divided their labour I have not been 
able to learn. 

•" Very little is now known of the private history of 
these gentlemen ; and none of them, as far as I know, 
published any considerable work upon medical science 
excepting Dr Plummer. *' When I first applied to the 
study of physic,'' says Dr Cullen, ** I learned only the 
system of Bberhaave ; and, even when I came to take 
a professor's chair in this university, I found that 
system here in its entire and full force. * • It was 

* ViJ. Preface to his First lines of the Practice of Physic* 
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under them that Cullen studied. Dr St Clair taught 
the theory or institutions ofphysici by explaining the 
Imtitutianes Medka of BoerhnsLve ; and Dr Ruther- 
ford used as a text-boibk the ^^ Aphorismi de Cognoscen^ 
£s et CurandU Marbis of the same author." Dr Ru- 
therford was the first professor who delivered clinical 
lectures in the Infirmary. He commenced his la- 
bours in the winter session of 1746-17479 and was 
attended by a great many students. * The want of 
funds, but principally the unsettled state of the 
country, and the rebellion which ensued, had hither- 
to prevented the managers of that benevolent and 
vsfeful charity from adding this as an appendage to 
the medical instructions delivered by the professors 
in the university. After the battle of Culloden, 
which was fought upon the 1 6th April 1746, if the 
country was not completely quieted, the friends of 
government were inspired with confidence ; and they 
entertained no doubt of public security being speedi* 
ly restored. George Drummond, who lias been al- 
ready mentioned, as in a manner the founder of this 
hospital, t was elected ]L.ord Provost of Edinburgh 
a short time after ; and one of the first acts of his ad- 
ministration was to institute clinical lectures in the 
Infirmary. The interest of the institution was evi* 

• • Scots Mag. vol. xii. p. 5^. 

f In the public hali of the Infirmary there is an elegant bust of 
him, executed by NoUeUnt,upon which is the following inscription ; 
** George Drummond, to whom this country is indebted (oi^ all the 
benefit ^hich it derives from the Royal Infirmary* 
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dently '^ interwoven wilii that of the imivenity. The 
tntnagers resolved to adopt every measure that could 
tend to facilitate medical education, and to render 
it complete. They, therefore, permitted all students 
of medicine, upon paying a small gratuity, to mU 
tend the hospital, that they might have M the be- 
niBfit that could be derived from the practice of the 
physicians and surgeons. What the students paid 
for their admittance was allotted to the annual 8up« 
port of the house, and hath now arisen to a conai^ 
derable sum» Farther, the managersi considering 
that the defect of clinical lectures in medical semi- ' 

« 

naries had often proved a ground of complaint, gai^e 
liberty to the professors of medicine to lecture on such 
cases of the patients as they should find most condu^ 
cive to the instruction of the students/''* Dr Ruther« 
ford, besides attending to the duties of his class, 
discharged the function of clinical lecturer, with great 
credit to himself, for about twenty years; when, 
through the infirmities of age, he resigned both this 
and his professorship. He had given lectures on the 
practice of physic in the college for the long period 
of forty •two years* He was possessed of very re« 
spectable talents ; exceedingly cautious in his prac- 
tice as a physician ; and the students reposed the 
utmost confidence in the opinions which he delivered* 
He was never hasty in his decisions ; had a dislike to 
the introduction of too much theory into medicine j 

■ 

* Hist. t>f the Royal Infirmaiyi p. l6^ — Edinburgh, IJJS. 
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but, when he had cmoe form^ his judgment, not 
easily induced to change it« The late Dr Buchan, 
the author of Domestic Medtciiie, &a who was an 
admirable judge of character^ and whose opinion as a 
professional man is certainly respectatile^ and who had 
been his pupils says of him, ** Rutherford ts slow, 
but absolutely sure.'' * He died on 6th March ]779t 
Dr Andrew Plummer received the elements of 
his education at the university of Edinburgh. He 
afterwards repaired to Leyden, and took his d^ree 
there, upon S3d July 17*2. t He returned to Scot-- 
Hand immediately after, was adniitted a member of^ 
the Royal College of Physicians, and commenced 
practising as a physician in Edinburgh. Having 
studied under Boerhaave, he had formed a strong 
predilection for cbemisty ; and, in the plan which he 
and his associates had projected, that department of 
medical science Was assigned to him as his province* 
He was very assiduous in the prosecution of what» 
ever tended to promote the advancement of physic ; 
and, in imitation of his great master, was a zealous 
cultivator of experimental ohemistry. In his class^ 
he taught the theories which were then generally re* 
cdved ; but he spent much more time in exhibiting 
to the students a variety of j^seful and amusing pro- 
cesses, which were calculated to be of essential ser^ 

* Smellie's Life, vol. i* p. 245. 

f The thesis which he published upon that occasion is entitle^}, 
^ Dissertatio Medica inauguralis de Phthisi Pulnionali a Catarrba 
•Tta,** and is dIediciUed to the bukt of Roxburgh. « 
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vice both to the physician and surgeon. The 
science of chemistry was then in its infancy, and 
possessed but few of the allurements which now ac« 
company the study of it. Dr Plummer directed the 
attention of his students to a variety of pharmaceu^ 
tical preparations that were employed in medicine ; 
pointed out the best methods of obtaining them ; ex- 
plained their chemical properties, and how they 
ought to be employed in practice. So that a great 
proportion of his course consisted in teaching Phar- 
macy. 

Dr Plummer was the first who proposed a par«% 
ticuiar preparation of antimony and mercury, of 
which he gives a very minute account in the first 
volume of the Medical Essays. It has ever since 
been called Pfummer's. PUl^ being exhibited in that 
shape ; and still maintains its reputation* He alao 
took great pains to analyze Moffat fVater ; and was 
the sole cause of so many patients resorting thither 
for a long series of years. The account he gives of 
of a case of hydrophobia, which occurred in the 
course of his practice, is also very interesting. He 
anci Mr Monro were secretaries to the society that 
published the work in which these different papers 
appeared. Feeling his b^alth rapidly declining, and 
that he was unequal to discharge the duties of his 
office, the celebrated Dr CuUen was appointed to 
the chair in 1755. Dr Plummer died upon l6th 
April 1756. 

The medical faculty being npw constiti^t^d, de« 
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grees were conferred after a much more regular maiv* 
ner; and, with some slight variations, the form adopted 
at Leyden, where the professors themselves had been 
educated, was preferred.'* The same general plan 

* The method of taking a medical degfee at Leydep is thus relat* 
cd by Dr Charles Goodale, in ** the CoUedge of Physicians VindicaU 
ed,* p. 62. 

** Whenever any student hath spent a competent ti^e in that 
universityy or any foreigner comes over to take his degree, he first 
makes his application to the dean of the fbculty, who examines him 
one hour in the theoretick and practick part of physic ; and if he 
iods him not well accomplished in either, he interdicts him making 
any further prog^fcss, in order to taking a degree, till he be better 
fitted for so great an undertaking ; but if he gives a full and satisn 
fiictory account of his proficiency in both, he is sent to visit the 
rest of the professors of that faculty, M'ho, appointing a convenient 
time, do all meet together and examine him two hours. And if he 
be then approved, they give him two aphorisms of Hippocrates to di8« 
cpyrke of next day a quarter of an hour; and then they oppose that 
explication for three quarters of an hour. After this, he is to make 
and print certain theses upon what subject he pleaseth; which he sends 
to all the professors of the university, who meet him at an appointed 
hour, and are judges of his abilities in the defence of those theses 
against the four professors of physick, who, each man in his place, 
acts the pa^rt of an opponent till an hour be spent. Then is he admit* 
ted by the dean of the faculty, having obtained the approbation of 
the rector tnagn\fieus^ and of the rest of the professors of the univer* 
sity, to the degree of doctor^ and receiveth |hcir diploma as a testi* 
menial of his. due performance of ail the forementioned exercises. 
This, in short, is the manner in taking degrees privately; but if more 
publickly, the person that takes his degree is opposed by non-* 
graduates in that fieiculty, in their publick schools; and the profess 
80|[iof physicj^i with the rest of the professors, sit by as jud^^'' 
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has been adhered to ever since. It may be proper^ 
therefore^ to state briefly the manner after which it is 
conducted* 

The great many abuses which have been introdoced 
in conferring medical degrees, not in Scotland only^ 
but in every European nniversity where the science 
of medicine has not beeti diligently aiid ably taiighf^ 
is well known. Regularity in conducting the gra- 
duation of candidates, altogether depends upon the 
manner in which the professors discharge their duty* 
If tliey are negligent in the performance of tlieir 
part, students very soon become equally remiss irt 
the prosecution of their studies. But wlierever zeal 
and talent have distinguished the former, they have 
universally received a grateful return from the latter: 
The scholars have caught a generous spirit of emu* 
lation, derive^ from the example of their teacliers^ 
which have produced tlie most beneficial effects. 
They have mutually stimulated each other to exertion ; 
and the reputation and prosperity of the seminary have 
been augmented ip every respect. The patrons of 
the university of Edinburgh, fully sensible that ita 
character and usefulness entirely depended upon the 
exertions of the professor5, have been very careful to 
be fully ascertained of the abilities and steadiness df 
those whom they have admitted ^s professors* And 
these, on the other hand, have been scrupulously at-' 
tentive to the discharge of their public duty ; anc^ in 
particular, have never deviated from the resolution 
they had taken, that none should be promoted to the 
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Wmoiirafole degiM of doctor of inedicinei withoat 
fasving studied medicine at least three years at thif IV 
tome other university ; at the same tim^ produoing 
certificates of having attended regularly the public 
lectures prescribed by their statutes, and submitting 
to be e3tamined in the most solemn manner by the 
faculty. 

The Candidate must have attended the lecturer 
given by the professors of anatomy and surgefy, 
chemistrj^ botany, materia medicoj and pharmacy, 
the theory and practice of medicine, and clinical lee* 
bires in the hospital. After having composed aa 
inaugural dissertation in Latin upon any medical 
subject, he must submit it to the perusal of any of 
the medical profe^ors he may think proper, at least 
two months before the day of graduation. If ne« 
cessary, the professors may correct it, and return it 
to the author with a written certificate, marking at 
the same time on it the day upon which he re-^ 
ceived.it. The dissertation, accompanied with the 
certificate, is then Jto be delivered to the dean of 
the faculty of medicine, in order that it may be 
submitted to the whole faculty. A question, either 
written, or viva voce, is proposed to the candidate ; 
and he is afterwards examined, in the presence of 
the faculty, by two professors, as to the profi- 
ciency he has made in his medical studies. One 
of the Aphorisms of Hippocrates is assigned to him 
by one of the professors ; and, at the same time, 
a medical question by another, provided that he 
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has ^reu satiafaction on the previous trials. TIm 
former lie is to illustrate by a commentary ; and r^ 
turn an answer to the latter, confirmed by proper 
arguments ; and both of these be is required to defend 
before the medical faculty. Two histories of diseases, 
accompanied with questions, are ne^t prescribed to 
him. These are to be delivered in writing ; and to 
be defended before the faculty. His foruier triak 
being approved of, he is permitted to print his thesis, 
and is required to give six copies to the deaiu 
Having been approved of a third time by the faculty, 
he is called upon publicly to defend his thesis; and 
receives the degree of doctor of medicine after the 
usual manner. To annex the greater solemnity to 
the whole business, the exaniinatious, Sec. are cod« 
ducted within the walls of the university. And if 
apy one absent himself, without a sufiicient reason 
being assigned, upon any of these pieces of triaf, be 
shall not receive his degree. All these exercises are 
conducted in the l^tin Uuguagc^ 
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CHAPTER XIIL 



Mr Co&n M^Laurin appointed Professor of Mathe^ 
mattes — The Professorship of Midwifery Instituted 
--^Mr Adam fVatt Professor of Humanity. 

Mb James GREcaoRY had succeeded his brother 
David as professor of mathematics in the university ; 
ind though by no means to be compared either with 
bim or his uncle^ after whom he was named, was 
nevertheless a respectable mathematician. He had 
discharged the duties of his office for the long period 
3f thirty-three years, much to the satisfaction of the 
public, and was greatly respected in the city of 
Edinburgh, especially by the patrons of the college* 
[n the course of 17S5, his friends perceived, with re- 
gret, that his health was rapidly on the decline, and 
that he could not be expected to teach his class 
during the ensuing winter. What rendered this 
more distressing was, that he had a family that altoi* 
9;etber depended upon his personal exertions. Mr 
George Drummond had, for several years, been a 
leading man in the council ; and, at the usual time, 
in October 17S3, he was elected Lord Provost. . He 
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was not only much interested in Mr Gregory's wel* 
£ir^ but his comprehensive views respecting the 
prosperity of the university strongly induqjKl him to 
make vigorous efforts to get that chair filled by a 
person of distinguished talents as a mathematician 
Tills waS| no doubt, bi» partioilar duty as chief 
magistrate of the dty of Edinburgh ; but, in con« 
sequence of the philosophy of Sir Isaac Newton be* 
coming more generally known, and its admifers 
havini^ wonderfully increased in number, the ma- 
thematical tcicnces were then cultivated with un« 
common ardour in North as well as in South Bri* 
tain ; and it may be saftly affirmed, that a greater 
nimber of philosophers, distinguished £br their 
eminent attainments in this science^ never flouxished 
at the same time in any period of British hiatoiy. 
The fellowing miaute will shew how the bwineas of 
the af^Tointmcnt of an assistant and auccesmr to Mr 
Gregory was finally arrangedi. 

'' Edinburgh, idNaoember 1795. 
*' The council, &c* taking to their considemtion 
the report on the petition of Mr James €rfegoiy» 
pro&ssof of mathematics in the college of this ci^, 
setting forth the reasonableness of the council's ap« 
pointing a joint professor of mathematics with 
him : Tfaafe they having fully considered: oC the anb" 
ject ttereitt conrtatned, were of opinion that- nothing 
could more contribute to die reputation of the col« 
legie, than t2)e giving reasonable encouragement ta 
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liie Justtjr maw so much valued proftssion of mathe* 
BuitiG»: That the encovragmg of this favourtte 
part of learning in our university behoved, in fta 
OMisequencet, very much to promote tlie interest of 
the city : That Mr James Gregory, our present pro* 
ftasor, bad for a great many years discharged the 
duty of that character with great abilities, and had 
upOB all occasions behaved himself with the utmost 
eoucem for the good of the place, and with all do*' 
&tence to his patrons, so as now, in his advanced 
jcars^ to entitle hin>self very much to the oouncirt 
Ssivour and protection : That Mr Colin M'Laurin^ 
jMcseat professor of mathematics at Aberdeen, had 
made sorpriziHig appearances in' that part of leara« 
ing ;- and these so very well known to all the faamed 
world, that thougli he bad a very favourable character 
bestowed on him by very great mea, and even by- 
Sir Isaac Newton himself, be did not seem to need 
any of those to convince us that it was impossbte 
for us to hope for any opportunity of doing a things 
more honourable and advantageous for the city^ 
that could contribute more to the reputation of the 
university, and advance the interest of learning in 
this country, than the giving M^r M^Laurin suitable 
encouragement to settle among us* They were there- 
fore of opinion, that, in regard to Mr James Gregory's 
extraordinary merits the council should settle on hwH 
sel^ during his life, his present yearly salary of 
eighty- three pounds six shillaqga and eighlpence 
sterling, and should likewise settle it on his chiidreiv 
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to be paid to his executor for their behoof, for a 
term of seven years certain, to comiHence .from Mar- 
tiimas next ; that is, that that sum annually should 
be made good to his children, for what time My 
Gregory should live short of the tertn of Martinmas 
1732, and proportionally, under this express con- 
dition and provision, that if Mr James Gregory 
and Mr Colin M^Laurin should happen both to die 
within that period, and that Mr Colin M'Laurin 
should happen to decease last, in that event, the 
salary payable to Mr James Gregofy^s executors 
should cease and determine from the first term of 
Candlemas, Whitsunday, Lammas, or Martinmas, 
after Mr Colin M^Laurin's death : That the Town- 
council should confer on Mr M^Laurin the character 
of joint professor of mathematics in the university 
of this city with Mr James Gregory during their 
joint lives, and of professor of mathematics after Mr 
Gregory's death, if that event should first hap}>en 
during Mr M^Laurin's own life : That, for Mr 
M^Laurin's present encouragement, the Town-coun* 
cil should settle upon him the sum of fifty pounds 
sterling annually, to commence from Martinmas 
]iext, and to be paid to him by the college treasurer, 
as the other salaries to the masters are^ payable dur- 
ing Mr Gregory's life, or during the term of seven 
years from Martinmas next, if Mr Gregory should 
happen to decease within that period; and the 
sum of eighty-three pounds six shillings and eighth 
pence sterling annually^ from the term of Martin- 
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tMUi 1758, in the event of Mr Gregory's death be- 
foie that term, or from the death of the said Mr 
GMgoiy, during Mr M^Laurin's life; under this ex* 
piess . eondition, that Mr M^Laurin should attend 
the duty of teaching all the several parts of the ma* 
tbematics, as there should be occasion, during the 
sitting of the college^ as the same had been prac- 
tised by other diligent professors; and that the 
oouncil should direct and empower Mr M'Laurin 
so to do : As also, that the allowance of fifty pounds 
sterling, payable tb Mr M^Laurin, should cease and 
determine from the time of the comtnencement of 
his salary of eighty-three pounds six shillings and 
eightpence: And, lastly, that the Town-council 
should expressly enact, that if Mr M^Laurio dies 
before Mr Gregory, at any time before Martinmas 
1733, that, in that event, the whole conditions 
and provisions therein mentioned were to becMne 
void and null, and that Mr Gregory be ipso facto 
upon the foot he now stands, as if the act of coilii- 
cii had never been enacted. 

(Signed) " G. Drummond,'' &c* 

Colin M'Laurin ^as one of those extraordinary 
men, to whom few parallels, in regard to literary 
and scientific excellence, are to be found in the his* 
tory of men of genius. He was a native of the shire 
of Argyle ; and hts father, John, was minister of the 
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parish of Glenderule, which is now united to another. 
He was a most respectable clergymaBi had a talent 
for bttsinessi and took a very active part in complet- 
ing the version of the psaims into Gadic^ which, 
with some improvements, are, I am told, still used 
in that part of the country. He had three sons ; 
John, the oldest, who was long a minister of the 
city of Glasgow,'* and one of the most popular 
preachers of his time; and well known a^ the 
author of several essays and sermons, in particular, 
of a ^' Sermon on the Cross of Christ," which has 
been universally admitted to be one of the most elo- 
quent discourse in the English language : Daniel, 
who died young; and Colin, who was born at KiU 
moddsm in February 1698* 

Mr M^Laurin did not possess the advantages of 
being educated by hb father ; for he died about si;^ 
weeks after Colin was born. The widow and the 
infimt fomiiy were much indebted to the tender and 
afiectionate advice and assistance of their uncle, the 
Keverend Daniel M^Laurin, "minister of Kilfinnan* 
This worthy man was soon called upon to exercise 
the benevolent. dispositions with which he was so 
singularly endowed ; for Mrs M'Laurin died in ]707f 
when our young philosopher was only nine years 
old* The care of the orphans devolved upon tlie 
uncle : and this part of his. duty he executed in such 
& manner, as to gain great credit to himself, and at 

^ He died upon 8th September 1754, at Glasgow, of a fever, in 
the sixty-first year of his age. He had been one of the niinisten of 
that city about thirty-two yean.«»Sc« Mag. vol. xvi* p« iOi» 
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the same time to be of much advantage to his 
nephews* 

Though Mr M^Laurin was very far from being of 
a vigorous constitution, yet such was the quickness of 
his apprehensibtii the-retentiveness of his memory, and 
the zeal with which he applied to his studies, that he 
was judged qualified to enter the university whea 
only eleven years old* He was accordingly sent to 
the university of Glasgow, and placed under the care 
of Mr Gershom Carmichael, one of the professors, 
whose fame, as a most laborious and admirable pub* 
lie teacher, is well known. Mr M^Laurin always 

• 

recollected with gratitude the obligations under 
which he lay to this excellent man, who took the 
greatest pains in directing the course of study he 
ought to pursue, and inquiring into the proficiency 
he had made. His progress in every branch of ele- 
mentary learning was ver}' rapid ; and the intense* 
ness of his application to his studies, from the time 
that he entered college, afforded an early indication 
of what might be expected from him in after life. 

The foundation of his knowledge of the Latin 
and Greek languages had been laid at school ; but, 
at the university, his teachers were astonished, and 
Mr Carmichael in particular, at the ardour with 
which he prosecuted classical learning. His youth* 
ful imagination entered with great delight into the 
beauties of the writings of the ancients ; and a taste 
for this kind of study never forsook him during the 
whole course of his life, notwithstanding the pre* 
dominant bent of his genius to the cultivation of 

PS 
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matbematical science. He had remained at college 
somewhat more than a year, before he knew or had 
heard that such a science as the mathelmatics exist- 
ed. Having casually, however, met with a copy of 
Euclid in the chamber of one of his fellow students, 
he seems (if I may so express myself) to have been 
impelled by an instinctive curiosity to become ac- 
quainted with what it contained. Though only in 
his infancy, and at a period of life when the intel- 
lectual faculties of boys, who have afterwards arriv- 
ed at the most distinguished eminence as men of 
science, have scarcely begun to develope themselves, 
his powers were so far matured, as to be able to 
enter with the greatest facility upon the investigap 
tion of abstract truths, which present so uninviting 
an aspect to ordinary minds. In a few days be 
made himself master of the first six books of the 
Greek geometrician ; and having accomplished this 
extraordinary enterprize, his predilection for tlie 
science of quantity was determined for life. 

Perhaps this is the best authenticated instance of 
any Scotsman possessing, at so early a time of life, a 
taste for geometry, with which all great mathema* 
ticians have, at least in modern times, commenced 
their labours. The geiiius of M'Laurin, and the 
early date of its giving the most unqualified assur* 
anee of its decided preference to the mathematics 
seems to me to have resembled in its universality 
that of Pascal^ mdre than that of any modem philo- 
sopher. Perhaps this inference, has been deduced 
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from tlie unequivocal demonstrations which they 
both gave of having actually possessed it. To com- 
pare their philosophic acquirements would certainly 
be very invidious ; and, considering the progress of 
the sciences which they cultivated, no fair compara- 
tive estimate could be made. In some respects, 
however, they bore a great resemblance. Both Pas- 
cal andi MXaurin were passionately fond of classi- 
eal literature ; both have proved themselves to be 
elegant writers ; they had both a strong sense of re» 
^^on upon their minds; and, to those who have 
perused their works, their most anxious desire muat 
appear to have been, to apply the theoretical propo* 
sitions which were known, or that they themselves 
had demonstrated, so as (d pfomote the r^al Jbenefit 
of mankind. 

M'Lavrin having advanced so far in the study of 
geometry, and having with ease vanquished difficul- 
ties which arenn general esteemed to be so formi* 
dable, proceeded with increased ardour, if possible, to 
the higher geometry. Here the rapidity of his pro- 
gress was equally extraordinary. Instead of being 
deterred from exertion by the intricacy of the de- 
monstrations which necessarily occurred in the in- 
vestigation of very difficult propositions, his ener- 
gies received an accession of vigour ; and, when he 
surmounted one obstacle, he applied himself to that 
which succeeded with renovated courage. In com- 
paratively a very short time, he was completely 
master of the elemMtary treatises of geometry and 
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algebra ; and having maturely digested what they 
contained, he now began to apply the knowledge 
which he already possessed ; and it ii certain that^ 
in his sixteenth year, he had invented many i)f the 
propositions which he afterwards inserted iaUa 
Gtometria Organica. . . - . ; r ; : 

It is a fact which is universally acknowledged^ 
tliat mathematicians peruse the works of ea^'btber 
much less than any other denomination of philoso* 
pliers study the writings of those who have treated 
of the same or similar subjects with themselimi^ 
The nature of the science which is the object of ilieir 
attention, being conversant with quantity and its 
different reIations,*^these being so intimately con« 
nected together, and presenting a field of infinite 
extent, afford the most ample scope to the inven* 
tive faculty ; and the pleasure which is derived from 
its exercise, in the discovery of truth, presents charms 
far superior to what can be obtained from tracing 
tlie steps by which others have arrived at it. The 
whole science being resolvable into a few first princi- 
ples, and all ambiguity avoided, from the accurapy of 
the definitions, and the nature of the symbols eq[iplQy-^ 
ed, render this study (more than the subject itself) so 
fascinating to its cultivators. The mind is naturally 
delighted, to a wonderful degree, by arriving at trutb| 
in which probable evidence is altogether excluded. 
This seems to account sufiiciently for the extra- 
ordinary ardour with which M^Laurin and other 
celebrated mathematicians have^Mrosecuted the study 
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of this science, to which hardly any thing similar is 
to be found iti the whole compass of the other 
science^ and arts. It also serves to explain the fact^ 
that a man may be very eminent as a mathematician, 
and yet possess compara|ively little general know* 
ledge, and attain a proficiency in his own peculiar 
province^ unparalleled in the annals of philosophy. * 
It was fortunate for Mr M^Laurin that the illus* 
trious Dr Robert Simson had at this time just com* 
menced his splendid career as a geometrician ; and 
W^ was afterwards to shew that he deserved the 
hoqourable title of being the restorer g£ the ancient 
geometry. This eminent man was admitted profes* 
6or of mathematics in the university of Glasgow in 
1 7 IS; so that, in the regular plan of study, Mr 
M^Laurin must have attended his lectures, if not 
during the first, at least during the second course 
which he gave. Simson was at this time in his 
twenty-fifth year; was connected by consanguinity 
with some of the professors of the college ; and, 
though originally destined for the Church of Scot- 
land, had relinquished that design, and consecrated 
his talents to the study o£ the mathematics. He had 
for some time, we are told, looked forward to this ap« 

^ The words of Cicero, in the first booK De OraU^re^ are very re« 
markable. ** Quis igoorat, ii, qui mathematici vocantar, quanta 
in obscuritate rerum, et quam lecondita in arte, et miiltiplici, 
subtilique versentur ? Quo tamen in genere ita multi perfect! homi* 
nes extiteninty ut nemo fere studuisse ei scientise Tebementiua 
videatur, quin^ quod volncrit, consccutus sit.^ 
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pointment; and, consequently, entered npoii his neiup , 
office with every advantage which great talent;^ 
united to the most consummate acquaintance with 
his subject, and the detail of his public duty, could 
confer. ^ 

Dr Simson was not long of being made acquaint* 
ed with the extraordinary taste for mathematics po8« 
sessed by his young pupil, who lived within the 
college with professor Carmichael. It was therefore 
a source of no ordinary pleasure to him, wliose n£i» 
ture was so generous, and love of science so ut9 
feigned, to superintend, direct, and assist Mr M'Lau« 
rin in his mathematical studies. The public and 
private instructions, and the example, of Professor 
Simson, seem to have had a most powerful inftuence 
upon his future destinies. Like Simson, he was ori- 
ginally intended for the church ; and, like him, he 
very early deserted the schools of theology, and 
chose in preference, as his profession, one that was 
more nearly allied to the cultivation of science. 
They both, however, through life, were distinguish- 
cd for their piety ; and shewed the high sense of re- 
ligion which they had upon their minds. At this 
early period they were bosom friends ; and the pro- 
fessor, instead of considering himself as degraded by 
cherishing the most unreserved intimacy with his 
youthful associate, felt himself stimulated to greater 
exertion* . Jealousy or envy composed no part of the 
character of either. Science, to use the words of th^ 
poet, was " the goddess of the idolatry " of both ; 
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and they lived united in the firmest bonds of mutual 
friendship and esteem, until what may be termed a 
premature death snatched Mr M'Laurin from his 
family, his numerous friends, and the admirers of a 
singularly happy philosophical genius. Dr Simson 
retained and gave abundant prooft of this amiable 
trait of his character, not only in the commencement 
of his philosophical career, but in extreme old age, 
when the social passions and benevolent affections of 
most men are not generally esteemed to b% in so full 
eKercise. He had the art of inspiring his pupils 
with a taste for the science which he taught ; and 
Mr M^Laurin ever looked up to him as to a father. 
• Mr M^Laurin took his degree of master of arts in 
the fifteenth year of his age, having regularly gone 
through the curriculunh or public course of lectures 
appointed by the statutes of the university, which 
must be attended before this academical honour 
can be obtained. The- subject of his thesis was 
the power of gravity; and this» according to the 
custom of the times, he publicly defended, {t ought 
to be observed, for the sake of those who are unac* 
quainted with the mode in which such disputations 
were conducted in Scotland, that the candidate was 
at liberty to select for this purpose any literary or 
scientific subject he thought proper^ The topic pro- 
posed by Mr M^Laurin at once discovered what 
kind of studies had engaged his attention while at 
the university ; and also exhibited a degree of bold* 
i^essi which could not fail to impress all who were 
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present The common subjects of disiputation woe 
of the. most vague and trifling kind, and adapt* 
ed only to afford en opportunity of displaying stt 
acquaintance with the mood and figure of the school 
logic. . The mind of pur young philosopher was fill* 
ed with ideas of a very different denomination* The 
philosophy of Newton w^ known only to a very few ; 
and even men of science viewed it with something 
more than a siuspecting eye. The geometrical skill 
which wa%,arequired| in order to comprehend his doo* 
trinesi constituted a complete ^ijcclusion to the p^ 
nerality, whilst others had not escaped from tl)e 
trammels of the scholastic jargon of Aristotle, or the 
visionary vortices of Des Cartes. M Taurines yoathp 
ful imagination was rapturously delighted with the 
Newtonian system of philosophy. He therefore chose 
the power ot gravity as the subject of his thesis,, b^ 
ing the fundamental doctrine of the whole fabric. 
Upon this occasion, 1^ acquitted himself with great 
applause* |ie afterwards illMstrated the same sub- 
ject in a jnost beautiful manner, in the two last 
books of )iis af;pount of the philosophical discoveries 
of Sir Isaac. 

It has been already mentioned that Mr M^Lanria 
had been originally intended for the church. He 
accordingly entered himself as a student of divinity, 
at the beginning of the sessioi^ immediately 8ubse» 
quent to taking his degree. This was in 1714. But 
he only attended the divinity-hall for one year. His 
reasons for doing so arc not fully known* Party 
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spirit prevailed exceedingly ia the Church of SoQfr 
land at this time, and especially in the university 0f 
Gksgow. Mr John Simson, who, if not unde .^a 
cousin to Dr Simson, who has ju&t been mentioned i^ 
Mr M^Laurin's great patrjon, was nearly related tOihim^ 
was then professor of divinity. It is beyond a doubt 
that he was no Cal vinist. Having received part of hb 
education in Holland, he seems to have entered early 
into the sentiments of the I^emonstrants, who are 
falser known in this country under the name of 
^minians ; and, when he was advanced to be profes* 
sor of divinity in Glasgow, he, without regarding 
the consequences, vented these opinions from the 
chain None of his brethren in the church seem to 
have been disposed, or to have had the courage, to 
libel him for heresy, as it was only known by Xhe 
report of the students who attended his lectures, e:|:* 
cepting Mr James Webster, one of the ministers of 
Edinburgh. This zealous inquisitor, like all enthu* 
siasts, saw no difficulties; and as the licence of free 
inquiry formed no part of his creed, he persecuted 
Mr Simson with the most unrelenting severity ,for 
three years. 0y this means, the controverted doc* 
trines became the subject of discussion, both among 
the Clergy and laity ; and, as usual, the theological 
Undents at the Scotish universities were most zealous 
ia the cause. The peace of the church was thus 
disturbed for the first time since the revolution ; and 
Mr Webster had the merit of being the sole cause of 
spreading far and wide opinionsy of which| without 
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his inteiferencei the people of Scotland would hare 
loog remained ignorant. The church rulers had 
great difficulty in compromising the business; and 
had Mr Simson only remained quiet, nothing heretic 
cal could have been proved against him. These 
ecclesiastic dissensions, however, disgusted Mr Mac- 
]!iaurin, as well as many others ; and, relinquishing 
all ideas of being a clergyman, he determined to der 
vote himself to the study of the mathematics and i 
the physical sciences. It is not unreasonable tp sup i 
pose that, in doing so, he acted by the advice of Or i 
Simson. 

Upon retiring from the university, with the deter* 
mination of not resuming theology as a profession, 
he repaired to his nucleus house at Kilfinnan ; and, in 
that sequestered part of the country, prosecuted liis 
studies with his usual diligence and success. Hav« 
ing the concurrence of his kind relation, who had 
performed the duty of a father to him, he resolved 
to wait patiently till some secular employment 
should occur. An opening of this kind presented it* 
self in the autumn of 17 17) the professorship of 
mathematics in Marischall College, Aberdeen, hav- 
ing become vacant. 

This professorship was founded by Dr Duncan 
Liddell, who had taught with great 'reputation in 
several universities on the Continent. At Helm-* 
stadt, in particular, he first was appointed professor 
of mathematics; and afterwards, being a doctor 
of physic, he gave lectures upon medicine in that 
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tiDiVersity for nine years. It was his fame which 
principally supported, the reputation of that seminary 
as a medical school. He has treated in his works of 
almost every bratich of medicine, as it was then 
taught He returned to his native city of Aberdeen; 
and, at his debth, which happened in 161S, he left a 
considerable property, whieh, by will| he devised 
for various laudable purposes.; and, among others^ 
he founded this professorship. ** The curse of God 
is solemnly denounced against any person who shall 
abuse dr misapply the money'' lie had appropriated 
for that purpose.* Among other regulations which 
be made, he appointed the magistrates of Aberdeen 
as trustees to the fund by which the [ professorship 
is supported ; and also, that the vacancy should be 
supplied by a comparative trial. 

M'Laurin repaired to Aberdeen^ carrying along 
with him the most ample recommendations from his 
friends at Glasgow, where he had distinguished him<^ 
^If in so eminent a degree. But the best testimonial 
which he could produce was his own accurate and 
extensive knowledge of the subject upon which he 
was called to give proofs of his skill as a candidate* 
He was liow nineteen years old. Only one other 
candidate appeared. The magistrates have the ap-^ 
pointment of the judges ; and they have uniformly 
exercised the most scrupulous impartiality. Who 

* P'uU a short account of Dr Lidddl, draWn up by Professor 
Stewart of Aberdeen, and published io 1/90* 
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Ills opponent was I know not ; but he muit have 
been lk> drdinafy mathematician, for the competition 
lasted ten days f at the end of which, Mr M^Lsnm 
was declared the successful candidate. 

As the sesafion of the college was now about to 
commence, he set about removing to Aberdeen. He 
began his labours there at the usual tlm^ and very 
soon became a popular professor. His great anxiety 
wa« to communicate to his pupils a taste tor the 
mathematics ; and this he is represented to have done 
in a considerable degree, not only from the cleameM 
of his demonstrations, and the great pains be took 
to explain every difficulty which might occur to 
the minds of youth in the most familiar manner, 
but also by his engaging manners in private, and the 
interest which he took in whatever related to the 
welfare of his pupils. He continued at Aberdeen, 
discharging the duties of his office; and had the 
pleasure to perceive his usefulness increasing^ and 

^ When writing, a good many yean ago, the Life of tho late Dt i 
fieattie, 1 bestowed considerable pains in attempting to ascertain wk 
this penon was. The memory of it seems to be forgotten, beevHS 
none of the gentlemen to whom I applied could give roc any '^^ohh 
mation* though, in other respects remarkable for their food if 
literary anecdote, particularly respecting their own unitenitjf. I 
have sometimes thought that it was Mr Alexander Malcolniy aUbor 
of a treatise on arithmetic, and another on music. The last coM" 
petition for this office was very keenly contested. The three gentle* 
men are atill alive, and well known to the public for their taleatfe 
In the above small work, I hare attempted a very brief character of 
Mr M^Laurin, p. 87* 
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bis popularity as a public professor greatly extended. 
But IjoiicIm w^ ike great centre of attraction {sfnd 
te'fett most anidously desirous to visit the capitnk 
Xfathindilticsil knowledge was never in so great re* 
frterit^ nor its professors so much honoured, at any 
period in the history of Britain, as it then was. His 
fiuiie had already gone before him ; but, indepetadent* 
}y of that| he was at nq loss for an introduction from 
l3ie Sitnsons to the first philosophers of that or of 
any other age. Dr Clarke had already felt the 
effects of opposing the standards of orthodoxy 
established by the church of England ; but his works 
had converted many to the Arian hypothesis; and, 
amoog others, Professor John Simson, who was af* 
terMrds deposed by the assembly. The latter was 
upon terms of intimacy with Clarke, and bfti in- 
troduced his relation, Dr 'Simson, to him, alftfrtly 
after his being appointed a professor at Glasgow* 
Dt Clarke, upon perceiving his great mathematical 
knowledge, of which he himself was a most excel- 
lent judge, made him acquainted with Sir Isaac 
Newton, Dr Halley, and other celebrated mathe« 
maticians. It was through the same channel that 
Mr M*Laurin procured his first letters of introduc- 
tion to these very great men. Sir Isaac, to say the 
least, was sceptical concerning the orthodox theory 
of the person of Christ. His natural caution (and 
indeed he was under no necessity to declare his real 
sentiments) prevented him from being explicit; 
though Whiston affirms it as a fact, in the most un* 
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equivocal manneri as obnsistent with hia own know^ 
]edge» Hoadley, at this- time Bishop of Ba|igp(i 
was a professed admirer of Clarke's opinions upon that i 
subject. These two speedily made his character j 
known as a mathematician to Sir Isaac Newton; 
who, upon examining his treatise, which he earned 
with him to London in manuscripti sanctioned it 
with his high authority as president of the Royal 
Society ; upon which it was published^ Two papen J 
of his were about the same time inserted in the trans- [ 
actions of that learned body ; and, when only twenty- 
one years of age, he was admitted a fellow. 

Sir Isaac not only patronized him as a young man 
of genius, and possessed of an original turn for ma- 
thematical investigation, but he seems to have 
forvdfi^ a peculiar friendship for him, which exceed-^ 
ed tte temperate bounds within which he was acr- 
customed to confine himself in liis intercourse wifcl 
the numerous candidates for his favour, and wlio 
were making daily application to him. Mr M'Lauria 
was naturally of an open ingenuous disposition; 
modest, but very communicative upon a proper oc- 
casion ; and withal possessed a very genteel address ; 
all of which operated much in his favour. Previous 
to his undertaking this journey, he was, as all those 
who understand it as well as he did must be^ an 
enthusiastic admirer of the philosophy of NewtOD, 
and of the almost divine genius of its inventor. 
His admiration of him, who had done more to ex* 
tend the boundaries of mathematical science than 
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allkiost all mankind besides, was excessive ; but when 
lie saw the man himself, and had frequent oppor- 
^timities of obsenring so many moral virtues, com* 
bined witii the very highest iutellectual qualities ever 
conferred on any of the humah race, it is no wonder 
that be was accustomed to say, " That he reckoned 
the fiiendship of Sir Isaac Newtdn the greatest 
honour and happiness of his life." The chief bent 
(tf his studies after this seems to have been to explain, 
illustrate, and defend the Newtonian doctrines; 
though he was careful to observe the improvements 
which from time to time i^ere made in pure mathe- 
laatics as well as in physics. 

It was this first journey to London that laid the 
feundation of his subsequent foi^tunes in li&. He had 
by It greatly extended his fame as a mathematician, 
and secured the esteem and patronage of the greatest 
{philosophers of the age. When he visited London 
atecond time;, in I721> his acquaintance with the 
promoters of science was much enlarged. In par* 
ticular, he then formed an intimate friendship with 
Martin FolkeSj Esquire, who afterwards succeeded 
Newton as president of the Royal Society^ This 
great patron of scientific men ever after maintained 
a correspondence witli him by letter, encouraged 
him to proceed in his philosophical studies, and was 
much gratified by being from time to J^me informed 
of die progress which he had made. This gentle- 
man's friendship was not feigned; for, upon Mr 
M^Laurin's decease, he took charge of such manu<» 

Vol. IL a 
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scripts iM he had left behind him, was ^ diief »A* 
viser of hi9 widow, and it was principally through 
his exertions that the world have been favoured 
with those posthumous works, the ^^ Algebra^*^ and 
the ^^ Account of Sir Isaac Newton's Philosophical 
Discoveries.'* Mr Folkes did not confine himsdf ta 
mere advice. As Mrs M^Laurin was left ¥^th a 
young family in indifferent circumstances, he gave 
more substantial testimonies of his sincerity, and 
never suffered her tior her children to be in distress. 
Mr M'Laurin was now known not only as an 
eminent mathematician, but as a general scholar^ 
and a well bred gentleman ; and his company and 
tonversation were much coveted by the first literary 
circles in London. Lord Polwarth had for some* 
time been in quest of a proper person to accompany 
his son, Mr Hume, on his travels. His Lordship was 
fond of Kterature and the society of literary m^n.^ 
He had frequent opportunities of observing Mr Mac* 
Laurin's behaviour and conversaticm ; and he had 
formed a very favourable opinion of both. He 
engaged Mr M'Laurin to undertake the task of 
being tutor and companion to Mr Hume, to which 
a ready consent was given. Being a bachelor, and 
experiencing no difficulty in procuring a fit person 
to teach his class in his absence, he £dit a stroi^ 

« Lord Polwarth) afterwards Earl of Marchmont, kad bean 
Ambaaaador to the Court of Denmark, Plenipotentiary to th^ Con* 
gress at Cambray, one of the Privy Council, and afterwards a 
l^night of the Thistlei and one of the sixteen Peers of Scotland* 
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ikilmtb gratify his curiosity by risiting foreign 
tcmiitriesii Accordiilgly, in I73S, they visited Paris, 
ftc and fixed their residence in Lorrain. It was at 
this place that^he ^rote his Essay on the t^ercussion 
of Bodies, which gained the prize of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences in lt34. He spent his time 
with his pnpil Very agreeably ; and cdntemplated 
with extreme delight the pleasure he should derive 
from visiting those countries so often mentioned in 
Uioient itory. These expectatiotis, however, wer^ 
disappointed ; for Mr Huiiie, being seized with a 
fever, died at Motitpelier. Mr M'Laurin consequent*^ 
ly returned home. 

The infirm state of Mr J^tnes Gregory's healthy 
Hrho was tow considerably advanced in years, has 
been already mentioned ; and the necessity of pro^ 
viding an assistant was appareiit to alU Mr M^Laurin 
was the person upon Whom Provost Drummond, and 
the other leading members oF the council, had fixed 
their eyes. A gentleman, however, whose name is 
now forgotten, had succeeded in gaining over some 
of the patrons^ who promised him their interest A 
recommendatory letter firom Sir Isaac Newton com« 
pletely turned the balance in Mr M'Laurlrt^s favour. 
After congratulating him Upon the prospect of being 
joint professor with Mr Gregory, he adds, " not 
only because you are my friend, but principally be- 
cause of your abilities, you being acquainted as well 
with the new improvements of mathematics as with 
the former state of those sciences^ The principal 



S44 THE HISTORY OF THl 

difficulty which was now felt, was to proride a fund 
to pay to him a suitable salary. Sir Isaac had, with* 
out Mr M^Laurin's knowledge, generously proposed 
to the Lord Provost to contribute twenty pounds 
per annum, during his life, in order to induce Mr 
M'Laurin to come to Edinburgh. The Town-couii* 
cily however, declined this generous offer ; and the 
business was finally arranged, as stated in the minute 
inserted above. Mr Gregory was to retain his 
salary during life ; his family, in case of their father's 
death, were secured in it for seven years from the date 
of Mr M'Laurin's being inducted jomt professor ; and 
Mr M^Laurin was promised fifty pounds per annum, 
besides the fees he received from the students attend* 
ing the class, upon condition of performing all the 
duties of the office. 

He was admitted joint professor upon 3d Novem-* 
her }79,5J^ The subjects which he introduced inta 
the different courses of lectures which he gave, as 
professor of mathematics, were very miscellaneous; 
He taught three classes during the same session, 
^Vand sometimes a fourth, upon such of the abstruse 
parts of the science as are not explained in the for- 
mer three**' 



* Mr Murdoch, in his account of Mr M^Laurin, states, that Mr 
Monro was introduced at the same time. All sucpeeding biugia- 
phers have copied this. It will however appear, from the account 
we have given of Monro, that at this time he was only provided with 
a theatre within the college walls, having been introduced as a 
member of the Senalus Academicus six years before this. 
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^' In the first, he began with demonstrating the 
grounds of vulgar and decimal arithmetic ; then pro- 
ceeded to Euclid ; and after explaining the first six 
books, with the plain trigonometry, and use of the 
tables of logarithmsi sines, &c. he insisted on survey- 
ing, fortification, and other practical parts, and con- 
cluded with the elements of algebra. He gave geo- 
grftfihical lectures, once in the fortnight, to this 
class of students. 

f^In the second, he repeated the algebra again 
from Its principles, and advanced farther in it; then 
proceeded to the theory and mensuration of solids, 
ipherical trigonometry, the doctrine of the sphere, 
dialling, and other practical parts. After this he 
gave the doctrine of the conic sections, with the 
theory of gunnery ; and concluded with the elements 
of astronomy and optics. 

*' In the third class, he began with perspective ; 
then treated more fully of astronomy and optics. 
Afterwards he prelected on Sir Isaac Newton's Prirh 
dpia; and explained the direct and inverse method 
of fluxions. At a separate hour, he began a class of 
experimental philosophy, about the middle of De- 
cember, which continued thrice every week, till the 
beginning of April ; and, at proper hours of the 
night, described the constellations, and shewed the 
planets by telescopes of various kinds." * 

* This extract is copied from the Scots Magpizine for August 
1741 2 sqd seems to have been published by authority. 
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The provinces of the different proffiossonifaips were 
not then so distinctly marked as they ire at the 
present day ; for it must appear evident, that^ accordk 
ing to the description of iviiat was taiight in the 
tnatbemalical class, a great part of the ioourae deliver* 
ed by the professor of natural philosophy mtst have 
been anticipated. When M'Laurin first became a 
merinber of tjbe nniversity of Edinbtu^h, Mr Rdbcrt 
Stewart taught natural philosophy; a;nd continued to 
do so till 174S, when his son John was admittaod his 
assistant and successor* Mr Stewart, senior, iad 
been educated in the Cartesian system, and felt, as 
might be edcpected, disinclined to adopt the Ncv*^ 
tonian doctrines ; but, for a considerable iiuBvber -of 
years before he gave over lecturing, he abandoned 
the theories of Des Cartes^ and taught Keill's In« 
troduction, hydrostatics, and pneumatics, Gx>m a 
manuscript of his own writings Gregory's optics, and 
astpofiomy, &c acocmipanied with mechanical, hy« 
tifostatical, pmenmatical, -and optical expefianenitB. 
He continoedtbe custom of dictating to iiis studests; 
a practice which had prevailed for so many ages in 
ull the European «iniveirsities« Mr M'Laurinls me«r 
thod of treating many of th^se subjects was extneme* 
]y different from Mr Stewait'a ; and Ifhe course of ex-« 
perimental philosophy which he delivered, ought to 
be considered in no other light than as iiaving beea 
intended to furnish to the students an opportunity 
of |irosecuttng, at a much greater length, what was( 
bandied by Mr Stewart m a iPfry popular man^^ 
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Tfapse ^ho attended this cqurse were his omtd pupils, 
who ha4 studied under hipi for two sessions; bei 
tiMnefme expected that, in regard to mathematical 
knowledgfj they should come well prepared, so that 
the dendonstrations he might have occasion to give^ 
while they were level to the state of their knowledge^ 
9i%ht be more elegant and scientific than could pos* 
sibly Ve introduced with propriet;y, if they had been 
quere novices. Mr M'Laurin, who was possessed of the 
ijQOit benevolent dispositions, on one occasion, how- 
€9pr^ ddiv«red a course of experimental philosophy, 
which was designedly popular, and calculated to 
4|DiDse^ as well as to instruct, a promiscuous audience 
of both sexes. His predecessor iind colleague had 
died poor. He therefore infornved the public, by 
advertisementy that it was to be delivered, not with« 
in the college, but in St Mary's Chapel, which was 
then at the foot of Niddry's Wynd, Edinburgh, ^^ to 
begin at four o'clock in the afternoon, and to con« 
tinue every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, till 
finished ; and was for the behoof of Miss Gregory, 
daughter to the deceased James Gregory.* Tbi^ 
generous action exhibits him in a most amiable point 
of view. His style of lecturing is represented to 
have been uncommonly interesting. His external 
appearance was in every respect in his favour^ 
Thoroughly master of his siibject, having the com- 
mand of plain perspicuous language adapted to it, — 

? CakdonkMi Kenrory, Januaiy 7* 1745u 
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of a fertile ima^nation, of a good elocntion, and 
exceedingly desirous of communicating information^ 
and of pleasing his hearersi as Well as possessing^ 
great neatness of hands to perform any delicate ex* 
periment,«i«-it is not astonishing that, as a lecturer, 
he excited universal admiration. 

As an author, Mr M^Laurin stands very deservecfly 
high. His algebra, and 'the account of Newton's 
discoveries, were posthumous publications ; so that 
they are entitled to be exempted from too rigid a 
criticism. They are, however, excellent in their 
kind ; and the latter^ in particular, is to this day the 
most popular, and at the same time the most pbilosop^ 
phical, view of the Newtonian philosophy in the 
English language : And perhaps, in regard to style, 
independently of any other consideration, no Eng- 
lish author has written upon a similar subject with 
greater elegance or precision of language. 

His great work, however, was " the Treatise of 
Fluxions," which was published in 1742, in 2 vols, 
4 to. He had originally intended only to obviate 
the metaphysical objections which had been raised 
against the fundamental principles of the fluxionary 
calculus by Dr Berkeley, Bishop of Gloyne, in a 
treatise entitled the Analyst ^ published in- 1734. 
But, as he proceeded, so many new theorems occurred^ 
that, instead of a pamphlet, it turned out k p[>mplece 
system of fluxions. 

The multifarious engagements with which he 
was occupiedi repder it surprizing that he could 
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Hifttch any time which he could appropriate to in« 
tense study. His zeal for promoting every reason* 
able proposal for the prosperity of the country, — 
for the improvement of the useful arts, — for the cul- 
tivation of science, was unbounded. His obliging 
disposition, and his great talents, were universally 
known. Of course, on every emergency, when in- 
formation was wanted respecting any thing which 
related to the physical sciences, application was made 
to him. It was he that proposed to the society for 
improving medical knowledge that they should 
extend their plan, so as to include all pattpof physics 
and the antiquities of Scotland. Thi^)roposition 
was approved of; and he was elected one of the 
secretaries. It was he who proposed to build an 
observatory in the college. 

The memorial which he presented to the Town- 
council was couched in the follows terms :-«• 

" The Memorial of Professor Colin M'Laurin, pre- 
sented to the Honourable the Town-council, upon 
10th June 1741, concerning building an observatory 
in the university of Edinburgh. 

'* The usefulness of astronomical leaiiiing, especially 
to those nations whose prosperity depends on com* 
merce and navigation, is so well known, -that it is 
unnecessary to insist on it. And if it is considered 
as a part of ^education only, it deserves encourage^ 
ment ; as it fills the minds of youth with great and 
noble views, and has a direct tendency to instil the 
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best sentiments. For these reasonsi diere is hardly 
aoy learned society that is not provided with an 
observatory, those in Scotland excepted. 

'^ An observatory here conld not but be of service 
for ascertaining the geography af thia country, even 
of tlie distant parts, by the opportunky gentlemen 
would have to learn the manner of siaking accurate 
fdbservations ; and correspondence of this kind over 
the cpuntryi would be the natural consequence of 
having pne here. 

ff An ol^servatory will be of no use uidess k be 
fttendedf ^d though the air of some remote places 
might he Mught more proper for it than that t>f the 
fCoUege of Bdinburgh, yet there being ^ways more 
curious persons about Edinburgh than any other 
town in Scotland, aqd the college being situated on 
the south side of the tpwn, there is ground to think 
that the purposes of an observatory will he better 
obtained by erepting^ it here in the college, than in 
any other place. 

*^ Application lias ^en formerly made several times 
to the Honourable the Magistrates of Edijahui^ 
for this purpose, ap^ in particular in the yeair 
17S6, when it was almos^ \)rought to a conclu- 
sion ; but that attempt was interrupted and disap* 
pointed by th^ public inisfortunes. There is, how* 
every already a fund of about one hundred and ten 
pounds sterling for this purpose. And a worthy 
gentleman, who is possessed of a s^ of exoellent as- 
trpnomical instruments of a considerable value, has 
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iHMiFsd QS that be will bequeath them by hit latter 
wdl to the dMervatory^ if it be built soon ; and has 
alteady giiren a curious magnetic needle to it ; pro- 
inising further twenty pounds stetling for purchasing 
instmmei^ts as soon as it is built. 

^ We are already provided with several useful in* 
strumentSy but are at a loss for a convenient place for 
using them^ or even for shewing them to the stu-r 
dentSy or others, having no view but southwards, and 
thut confined by the town wall, which is higher 
than our windows. 

^^ In order to raise what money may be further 
neceesary for erecting the observatory, and in a man- 
ner that may not be burdensome to the good town, 
Mr M'l^urin proposes to give a course of experi* 
fnental philosophy this summer, to begin the 2Sd of 
June, and that all the money subscribed for shall be 
paid into spcb gentlemen as the Town^council shall 
be pleas^ to appoint, to see it applied for this pur** 
pose; and to oyersee the work, in conjunction with 
those who are fsntrusted with the hundred and ten 
pounds tha|; is already provided. He has purchased 
^n orrery ; and proposes to give some astronomical 
Ijectures upon it, as a part of the course, for the en* 
oouragement of subscrit^rs, though these are payed 
for separately at Ix>ndon. Having likewise pur* 
ehaseid lately an excellent reflecting telescope, h€| 
IMTiU be ready to shew the planets, at convenient 
hours of the nigbti to such g£ the subscribers as shall 
jlesU^it, 
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^^ Tliere will be no expence laid out on tl)e building 
but what is necessary for its solidity, and to render 
it fit ^ the purpose ; and the accounts will be open 
to all that contribute towards it. If there be any 
overplus, it will be laid out in purchasing instruf- 
ments* The contributors will likewise have free 
access to the register of the observations that will be 
made in the observatory when erected. 

*^ As this building will belong to the city and col- 
lege of Edinburgh, the assistance of the members 
and Towii*council, either in their public capacity, or 
as private gentlemen, and of others who have a re- 
gard for the interest of the city, or the advancement 
of useful learning, is entreated by their most obedient 
most humble servant, 

" Colin M^LAubui^*' 

He also projected a suitable place for performing 
experiments, by which our knowledge of nature 
might be extended; which would certainly have 
taken place, had not the unhappy rebellion of 1745 
put a stop to the plans. For both my Lord Morton 
and my Lord Ilopetoun, two very public spirited 
noblemen, subscribed liberally to the proposal, .a9 did 
also Mr Baron Clerk of Pennycuick, a great en* 
courager of science. In short, Mr M'Laurin took 
an active part in whatever related to the prosperity 
of the arts or of the sciences, or contributed to the 
public welfare of his country, or of mankind at 
large. It was, alas, his exertions in attempting to 
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fortify Edinburgh against the attacks of the rebels 
in 1745» that were tbe more immediate causes of the 
world being deprived of one who Was an ornament 
to human nature. He found it necessary, for his 
personal safety, to fly to York, where he was hospi- 
tably received by his Grace Archbishop Herring. 
The weather was very tempestuous when he returned 
to Scotland; besides, on his journey, he had a fall 
from his horse. When he arrived at Edinburgh, he 
felt himself very unwell ; and at last it was discover- 
ed, that his complaint was dropsy. "^ A variety of 
medicines were prescribed ; and he was tappe^ three 
times. But all was unavailing. The powers of his 
mind retained their vigour till within a short time 
of his death. While engaged in dictating to his 
amanuensis the last part of the last chapter of his 
account of Sir Isaac Newton's discoveries, in which 
he proves the goodness, &c. of God, his amanuensis 
perceived him faulter. Professor Monro came in 
shortly afterwards ; and he conversed with him after 
his accustomed manner ; and requested him to ac- 
count for flashes of fire, as it were darting from his 
eyes, though his sight was gradually decaying, so 
that he could scarcely distinguish one object from 
another. In a little time after^ he desired to be laid 
upon his bed ; where, on Saturday, 14th of Ji^ne 
1746, aged forty-eight years and four months, he 
died. 

In 1733, he married Anne, daughter of Walter 
Stewart, Esquire, Solicitor-General for Scotland to 
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George t. by whom he had seven childlfiu iti$ 
widow and two sons and three, daughters smrvived 
him, John, the eldest son, studied the law; and^ 
after making a distinguished figure at die bar, was 
promoted to the bench, 17th January 1789» under 
tlie title of Lord Dreghorn. He wis an elegant 
classical scholar. He erected a monument to fats 
father in the Grey Friars church-yard, upon whidh is 
the following inscription, composed by himsdil 

Infra situs est 

COLIN NPLAURIN, 

Mathes. olim in Acad. Edin. Prof4 

Electas ipso Newtono suadente, 

Hunc Lapidcra Posuit Filius^ 

Non ut nomini paterno consulat 

Nam tali auxilio nil eget : 

Sed, ut io hoc infelici campo, 

Ubi luctus regnat et pavor 

Mortalibus non absit solatium ; 

Hujus enim scripta evolve, 

Mentcmque tantarum rerum capaccm 

Corpori caduco supcrstitem crede. 

tn 1726, the patrons founded a new profe8Sor<« 
ship. This was that of midwifery. The proceed^ 
ings in regard to it are contained in the following 
minute. 

" Edinburgh, Qth February IJiS. 
" Tlie council having considered the petition of 
Mr Joseph GibsoUi chirurgeon in Edinburgfa^ with 
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• rfedamfloa under the hands of four doctors of 
ittedtetiie^ setting forth the usefiilness and necessity 
of instituting H profession of midwifery ; as also, dn 
extraiit of an act of the incorporation of chirurgeons, 
tlhewing their approbation of the qualifications and 
C9ptc\ty of Joseph GibsoHi one of their number, for 
teaching the said art and science ; they were fully 
convinced that it would be of great use and advan- 
tage to institute this profession; and being well 
satisfied with the ability and capacity of the said 
Joseph Gibson to discharge that office, they Were of 
opinion that the council should nominate and ap« 
po&at him to be professor of midwifery in this city 
and privilegesi with power to him to proftss and 
teach the said art, in as large an extent as it is 
•taught in any city or place where this profession is 
already instituted ; and that he should be vested with 
the j^ame privileges and immunities that are known 
to appertain to a professor of midwifery in any other 
well regulated city or place; but that it should be 
expressly provided, that he should have no fee or 
salary from this city out of its patrimony or revenue 
on account of his said profession. And having like- 
wise considered that many fatal consequences have 
happened to women in child-birth, and to their 
children, through the ignorance and unskilfulness 
of midwives in this country and city, who enter 
upon that difficult sphere at their own hand, with- 
out the least trial taken of their knowledge of the 
principles upon which they are to practise that art^ 
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and that it would be good service done to the conH 
munity to put a stop to such a practice, in order 
to prevent such mischiefs in time coming; They 
were of opinion that it should be enacted by the 
council, that no person hereafter should presume to 
enter on the practice of midwifery within this city 
and priviledges (except such persons who have 
actually been bred to cbirurgery, such may practise 
this art, upon passing the trials that warrants their 
practising of any other branch of chirurgeryX till 
once they present to the magistrates a certificate, 
under the hands of at least one doctor and one 
surgeon, who are at the time members of the Col- 
lege of Physicians or Incorporation of Chirurgeons 
of this city, bearing that they have so much of the 
knowledge of the grounds and principles of this art, 
as warrants their entering upon the practice of it ; 
whereupon a licence should be given them, signed 
by four of the magistrates at least, to practise mid* 
wifery. And that the said act might the more 
effectually reach tlie valuable ends proposed by it, 
they were further of opinion that it should be 
enacted, that tl)e whole midwives who are now in 
the exercise of tliat art in this city or privileges, 
should be obliged, betwixt and the first of June next, 
to registrate their names in a book, to be kept by 
the magistrates clerk, in the Council Chambery for 
that purpose ; and that the new intrants be recorded 
in the same book ; to the end it may be known who 
shall, £br the future, enter upon the practice of this 
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^midirithout the said licence; and that the'contra* 
.Vfsiiers of .thUk«ct should be liable in such p^ns and 
penalties as by law may or can be inflicted upon 
ignorant and unskilful persons, for practising an art 
where their ignorance and want of skill may be of 
such ihuigerous consequence to the lives of so many 
persoas; and that they should be prosecuted for 
such transgression, by the i^scal of court, at the 
town's expence.* 

I was for stfme time at a loss whether I ought to 
give an account of the circumstances which ac^ 
companied Mr Gibson's appointment; but, after re* 
fleeting upon the subject, I conceived that the his« 
tory of the medical school, and, consequently, of the 
university, would be incomplete, were it passed over* 
That he was only at first dty professor of tnidwifery^ 
there can be no doubt, and not admittedia membec 
of the Seniatus Academcus. As the Jiistory advanq^ 
an attempt shall be made to explain how his sue* 
cessora were afterwards enrolled members of the 
university. 

This institution, like every other connected with 
the history of medicine in Edinburgh, originated 
with the colleges of physicians and surgeons; and 
at first was most probably suggested by, but cer« 
tainly for a time was conducted by, a private indivi* 
dual. The profession or practice of midwifery has^ 
in all nations, whether civilized or uncivilized, been 

^ Coonc. Re^st ?ol. li« p, S0« 

Vol. IL e 
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t>rigitaalljr assigned to the female sex; Bt^'" 
Ifcrs is their natural sphere, when vieWoi^ir'*' 
bspelct But experience has proredp tlmt '•'- 
cotttingencies frequently ocoir in tlie prtictk»^ *■ 
art, as require the aid of the greatest meiH^"* 
sufgic^r skilL Nature*^ in ordinary cdsestsfn^t *- 
the whole ; but, in innumerable instaiM»^ ^ 
happen dafly, the assistance of art is indiapc ^ '• 
not only to relieve the patient from the tltaiu.t 
tiating pain,, but to preserve her o.wn life, ju*a..^ 
^f the infant- Such occasions, too^ are geneir.^ 
i^ritical in the circumstances with which tu. , 
attended, as ta require the instantaneous adoj^ •. 
means to- obviate the difficulties that may j^ 
themselves j and, after aH, practitioners of the^ ,^ 
€st experience, knowledge of the anatomy of t, 
man^ body, and of the irregularities which som^ 
etfcnr, are not uafrequently baffled ia their t 
ttmrs. The fktdl consequences which have tu. 
and on most occasions have been produced b^ 

skilful management, need not be stated. 

■ J. 

At the time when Mc. Gibson made his prof 
to the Towh-councrly the practice of midwifer "''^ 
Scotland was cempletely engrossed by females; f'^*"" 
in the country, it is nearly so stilK The profesaior 
an ixccoucheur was esteemed, little more than tM'^" 
years ago, very unbecotnrng for a gentleman ; anrf^^ 
fCtfong was tfe current of vulgar prejudice lagoir- - - 
those who practised it, that it was only in the nur* 
extreme casesj^ -and,, in general, when they could b* 
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^lilflear no service, that modest wooiieii would 
pennit them to be called ia for adiice or assistance^ 
The case is now fortunately very different. Mr 
fiibaott was the first public teacher of this so neces« 
suy and nseful a department of medical knowledge } 
and, for many years, excepting in Edinburgh, there 
was no sdmol where instructions of any kind^ in re* 
gard to the obstetrical art, could be procured. There 
are now two other professors of midwifery in Scot^^ 
lattd besides in Edinburgh, one in Glasgow, and 
another in Aberdeen ; in all of which it is taught 
with great ability. So that students of medicine^ 
and such females as propose to practise mid wifery, 
have the best opportunities of profiting ^ by the in* 
stractions of the most able accoucheun, and witness- 
ing their practice, either in private or in the hos« 
pitaL 

Mr Gibson seems to hav^ confined his teaclung tp 
giving lessons of instruction to midwives; for, as has 
b^en mentioned, the st%te of the country was auch, 
that application was made to him froin no jpther 
quarter* The reasons assigned for the institution, 
are derived from the propriety of the thing, and its 
being what undoubtedly constituted the subject of 
medical police. The regulations enacted by the ma« 
gistrates are very judicious, and, if carefully execute 
ed, calculated to be of advantage to the community. 
Whether any clamant case had occurred, through 
ignorance, &c, I know not ; but the propriety of pro- 
ducing a certificate of qualifications, previous to ob- 



SfiO TU£ UIST0E7 OF THff '< - 

toining a licence to practise midMnfery, must be ap^^ 
^ parent, as well as of keeping a register of their names; 
and| in case of any malversation, rendering them 
HaUe to a prosecution. All of these will appear to 
have been particularly seasonable regulations, when 
the gross ignorance of midwives at that time is con- 
sidered. These regulations have now gone into dis- 
use, 

-^ Mr Gibson had practised in the town of Leith 
for some years previous to his being appointed ej(y 
professor of midwifery. He continued to do so ia 
the same place, with considerable reputation, tiU his 
death, which happened in January 1739»* His soi^ 
wh6 long had the first business in Leith as a surgeon^ 
died a few years ago. From what he has published 
in the ** Medical Essays,*' it evidently appears that 
he was a man of considerable reading and observation 
in the line of his profession, and of great modesty. 
The longest paper which he published in the work 
abo>ve cited, is on the Nutrition of the Foetus in 
Utero, and is to be found in the first volume. Medi- 
cal philosophers of the greatest reputation have 
entertained different opinions upon this subject. Ac- 
cording to Mr Gibson, in the enumeration which he 
has given, there are four, which have each had their 
abettors. I. That nutrition is conveyed to the foetus 
by the mouth. S. By the umbilical vessels only. 
3. That it draws nourishment, like^ sponge^ on aU 

- f Scoti Magasine^ aff. mm* 
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mdes of its body ; and, 4. Which was Mr Gibson's 
own opiniooi that it was nourished as well by the 
mouth as by the umbilical vessels. The first Monro 
had adopted the second theoiy ; and has discussed 
the subject, in the second volume of the same work, 
in a very masterly manner. Its value principally 
consists in the excellent anatomv which it contains* 
The phj^iology may perhaps be liable to objections ; 
and it afibrds a melancholy proof, among many 
others, that when man attempts to speculate upon 
subjects which the author of nature has placed far 
beyond the reach of his faculties, he is apt to lose him- 
self in the maze of conjectures ; and that, after all his 
reasonings, how ingenious and plausible soever they 
may be, they are entitled to be viewed in no other 
light than as the mere fancies of an imperfect 
creature. I have been led into this train of reflec* 
tion, from reading the illustration which Mr Monro 
gives of what he denominates his second problem, 
piz. " Whether the liquor of the amnios is proper 
food for a foetus ;* which he decides in the negative* 
The mode of existence of an animal ia utero^ and 
the functions of which it is capable, and, without 
performing which, the ultimate intentions of nature^ 
in the production, growth, preservation, and decom* 
position of living creatures, is inexplicable to man. 
It is one of those mysterious, but wonderful processes, 
which nature carries on in her great elaboratory, to 
explore which is denied to mortals ; but it is not 
more incomprehensible than almost all the works of 
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nature ; as, for instance, how a worm should be irana* 
muted into a chrysalis^ and this again into a creature 
with wingi. The controversy between Gibson and 
Monro, ought rather to be called an amka coUatio^ 
^hA is well worthy of a careful perusaU 

Mr Xiaurence Dundas had taught the humanity 
class with great reputation for the long period of 
thirty-seyen years; but felt himself so infirniy ill 
autumn 1 7S7) that he durst not attempt to undergo 
the labonr of teaching for another session. Being 
much esteemed by all ranks in Edinburgh, both on 
account of his private character, and his diligence and 
success as a professor, when he gave in his resignation 
to the patrons, it was upon condition that Mr Adam 
Wdttj son of his old friend, one of the city clerks^ 
should be appointed to succeed him. With the con« 
currence of the i.ords of Session, the Facoltj of 
Advocates, and Wr it^fb to the Signet, he was ad«i 
mitted professor upon the ?5th November follow* 
ing. He is xepresented as having been a young man 
of promising talents, and the favourite pupil of Mr 
Pundas; but he taught only sev^ years, having 
(died in spring 1734^ 
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CHAPTER XIV* 



Prtf(mor Simson's case agitated in the Seos^tua Acade* 
micQB-r-Minutes qf the Council in regard to this int 
terference — Mr fFilUam Scott appointed Professor 
^ Moral PhUosophy-^Mr Drummmd ^ Greekr^ 
Mr Steoenson of I^ic and Metaphysies^ 

The disagreeable effects which werci occadioued by 
the second process iq^titnted agaiast Profe$aor Joha 
Simson, by the same Mr James Webster, who had 
conducted the former prosecution against him with 
such fervid izeali were, if possible]^ attended with 
greater violence than the first. To be an Arminian 
or a Pelagian was now considered as a venial fault in 
comparison of being ~an Arian, though neither party 
seem to have been aware that the Scriptures lay no 
greater stress upon one truth which they contain than 
another, all being equally sanctioned by the same 
Divine Authority. When the great body of the 
people, and all the clergy, of Scotland, were sp con^ 
vulsedby this prosecution, it need excite no surprize^ 
that the baleful influence of the agitation of such, 
i^uestions in a national church would extend to the 
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iinivei*sities. In Edinburgh, in particular^ it sowed 
dissensibn between the patrons and the members of 
the university. Dr Wishart, the principal of the 
college, had been chosen moderator of the assembly, 
and was a man of great good sense and command 
of temper ; and, in presiding at the debates on Sim# 
son's cause, he had frequent opportunities of exercise 
ing both; for an assembly in those days was little 
better than a tumult, whenever heresy was the sah* 
ject of discussion. There is no reason to doubt of the 
^sentiments of all the universities as corporate bodies, 
though the members, as individuals, might differ. 
They viewed the interference of the church with a 
jealous eye. If Mr Simson should be deposed for 
heterodox opinions, maintained by him as professor 
of divinity, the same discipline might be exercised 
upon any other professor, whatever language or 
science it might be his business to teach. Upon the 
ISth May 1728, the Senatas Academicw met in the 
college ; and as it appeared to be certain that Mr 
Simson would be immediately deposed, *^ they drev 
up and signed a protest, to be given in to the vener- 
able assembly, in the process depending before them^ 
in order to save the rights and privileges of the colt 
lege, touching the proceedings of the assembly in 
the process, from encroachments, from any precedent 
that might be drawn from the venerable assembly'^ 
decision in the said process." * Mr Thomas Fentoi| 

f Counc. Regist yojL li. p. 573. 
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^as college bailie at this timei and was also one of 
Mr Webster's elders in the Tolbooth Church. He 
partook largely of his pastor's zeal, and was decided- 
ly hostile to Mr Simson. The Town-council met 
next day ; when he laid before them an account of 
what had taken place at the college, and had the in- 
fluence to prevail upon the council to come t6 the 
resolution of entering a protest against their proceed- 
ings, which he, and tlie convener of the trades, 
were commissioned to present at the bar of the as- 
sembly; which was accordingly done. As it is in- 
timately connected with the history of' the constitu* 
tion of tl\e ccdlege, it is here inserted at full length. 



u 



^' Edinburgh, Uth May 1728. 
The council do hereby authorize and appoint 
Bailie Thomas Fenton and David Mitchell to give 
in to the venerable assembly the following protest : 
Whereas, by grants from the crown, confirmed by 
parliament, the rights of patronage of the college of 
Edinburgh, and the powers and privileges thereto 
granted as an university, with the administration and 
government thereof, are vested in the Lord Provost^ 
Magistrates, and Council of Edinburgh, and where- 
of they have been possessed from time out of mind, 
and whereto the principal, professors, regents, and 
teachers of the said college, are subjected, by their 
own- explicit deeds, proceeding on their respective 
admissions, at least most part of them : And where- 
as, notwithstanding thereof, the professors, regents. 
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and teachers ef the said college, have presamed t| ij 
assume to themselves tlie power of goveranient aad :i\ 
administration thereof, by holding a meeting of % 
pretended faculty amon8:st themselves, and, as sucb| 
have presumed to draw up a protest, on certain rea« ^ 
sons therein contained, touching the proceedings of 
the venerable assembly, in the process depending be* 
fore yoti, against Mr Simson, professor of divini^ 
in the college of Glasgow, which ia now by tliem 
laid before this venerable assembly ; whereby the 
rights and powers aforesaid, belonging to the said 
magistrates and council, concerning the government 
and administration of the said college, are openly and 
avowedly encroached and invaded upon : And, there* 
fore, I Thomas Fenton, one of the bailies of Edin- 
burgh, and David Mitchell, present d^con-conven* ' 
er of the incorporations of Edinburgh, do, fay jLbc 
appointment of the magistrates and council th^reoi^ 
by virtue of their act, of this date, protest tliat the 
aforesaid protestation, taken before this venerable 
assembly, by the professors, regents, and teachers io 
the college of Edinburgh, in relation to the proceed*, 
ings of this venerable assembly, in the aforesfeiid pnn 
cess against the said Professor Simson, or in any 
other case, wherein they may presume to take upoa 
themselves to act as a faculty, is most illegal and un* 
warrantable ; and that the same ought to be disre* 
garded and dismissed, and the promoters thereof^ 
and every person thereto accessary, may be liable in 
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censure and punishment as such an illegal and 
ttmnrnmtable proceedinjg by law deserves."* 

No fbrther proceedings appear to have taken place 
pidative to the subject at this time. Mr Simson's 
^ftienda got the business delayed for another year ; 
hit he was deprived of his office in 17S9 (for be was 
determined not to recant), and retired to a small 
estate be possessed in Lanarkshire. He spent the 
ifst of bis life in peace and quietness, being com* 
pletely disgusted with the ecclesiastical warfare in 
which be bad been engaged fifteen years, that had 
impaired his domestic comfort, and interrupted the 
progress of bis studies. 

Proliifesor Law died in the course of the same year. 
The chair of moral philosophy, consequently, became 
Vacant. Mr William Scott, junior, son to one of 
the regents, was elected by the patrons to the office* 
But, before they had proceeded to do so, they ap- 
pointed a committee, consisting of the principal and 
several of the professors, to examine him in presence 
of the ministers of the city, and report concerning 
his qualifications. Their report was favourable. Mr 
Fenton, however, who had taken umbrage at the 
proceedings of the Senatus Academicus, in regard to 
Simson's affair, and still entertained some grudge 
against the professors, was dissatisfied that the power 
pf judging of the qualifications of one of their own 

* Coi^nc. Regist voL li, p. 573. 
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colleagues should be committed to thenu He t 
fore protested against Mr Scott's being admii 
He wished things should revert to their old channel; 
fuid, therefore, urged^ that to take trial of a profes*! 
fior of ethics in a private manner was contrary li 
the act of I6949 which contained a resolution, that 
«ipo,n A yaqancy occurring in the colfegCi a prog^nui, 
bhould be publislied and affixed upon all the coile}!^ 
of Scotland. In the next place, lie insisted . that a 
visitation of the college ought to be made, m order to 
reform 'the many abuses and irregularities that had 
creeped in, to the discouragement of learning. And, 
lastly, he protested against giving any greater salary 
to the professor of ethics than what Mr Law had 
enjoyed. Tlie counc^ nevertheless, proceeded in 
admitting Mr Scott. 

As there was some appearance of reason in Fen* 
ton's opposition, the council were iconsiderably per* 
plexed hpw matters should be arranged, ao as t9 
meet the wishes of all the parties .concerned^ « Theif 
great object was to promote the interests of tk§ jyini" 
yersity, and thus faithfully discharge the duty fjaitj 
owed to the public. After numerous consulta^a^ 
of which it is unnecessary here to give an aocount. 
It was at last finally resolved on, that Mr Scott 
should continue to teach moral philosophy,— rtbat all 
the other professors should remain as they were,^only 
that Mr Colin Drummond, in consequence of hU 
own choice, should be removed to the professorship 
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mi Greek. This is the last instance of ^hrA may 

fctJiiblkd the economy of the university being altered^ 

ir Mr Drummond had been a regent for twenty* 

.tight years. He was of the family of Megginsli, 

and, ooasequently, was nearly related to Provost 

iDrummoiid; but what that was, I have not been 

aUe.to Jeacn. He became very infirm in a few years 

Afkerwardsy and found it necessary to apply to the 

fations for an assistant. He continued, neverthc« 

^kss, to give private instructions in the college ia 

Ihe GFcek language ; and, as the medical school was 

heginoing to gather strength, and a knowledge of 

tbe learned languages more indispensible to students 

of physic than what it is at present, all the lectures 

i)eing delivered in Latin, excepting those on anatomy, 

he continued, as long as he was*. able, to read with 

them the ^p/ior^« of Hippocrates, and Rufus Ephc-^ 

sius de AppeUationibm P^rtium Corporis Humani At 

last, upon the death of his assistant, he resigned his 

professorship altogether, upon condition of being 

allowed the salary during life. This was upon 9tk 

December 1741.* 

The university received a most valuable accessioit 
in Mr John Stevenson, who was elected professor of 
logic and metaphysics, on 25 th February 1 730. I 
know nothing of his early history, further than that 
be received his education at Edinburgh ; and| at th^ 

* 

* CouRC. Regibt. ap. ann* 
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time of bis being admitted a member of the 
jtcademioiif was tutor or preceptor in the iamily 
Mr Hamilton of Bargenie. The lectures which 
gave were more miscellaneous, and included a grcetier 
number of different subjects, than were taught 
any class in the college. The ordinary business 
a logic class in those days is well known, and hu ■{ 
been particularly explained in the former part of tliiB 
history. Philosophers, however, were beginning ta I 
become disgusted with the school logic; and many - 
symptoms were to be discerned, which indicated 
that its downfal was not removed at a great dis* 
tance. This was chiefly accomplislied by means 
of the writings of Mr Locke. Polite literature, too^ 
was much more studied in North Britain than it 
had ever been before. The study of the Greek and 
Roman classics had never been neglected at the 
Scotish universities, and at Edinburgh in particular; 
but an acquaintance with the best English authois 
was far from being general. It had not as yet •be- 
come the practice for professors to point out tfae 
works that ought to be read and studied, in order to 
improve the taste; or to specify authors, whose writ- 
ings were considered as models after which the 
young composer should copy* The intercourse with 
England was rapidly becoming more general; and, 
among other importations, the Scotish litetaii v^mt 
gratified with having it in their power to procure 
with ease, and at a tfitling expence, copies of the 
best English classics^ 
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'^ Sir William Temple, in the former age, was among 
)i the tint who afibrded an example of good writing 
1^ xipOin aobjccta connected with taste; and, as an 
dqgant critic^ he is not only entitled to the p?aise 
tf distingiifshed merit, but also as having been on« 
f Cif the* earliest English wrjters that insensibly formed 
the sentim'<!lits of the public, upon very different 
BMKlelaiMm those to which they had been accustom- 
ed, witfaoiAt exposing the pedantry and rage for anti* 
dieses, which were universally prevalent in his time, 
tad had been chiefly introduced and patronized by 
lames. Having formed his own judgment upon the 
gmt models of antiquity, he left his countrymen to 
jbdjge for themselves. The charms of his composi- 
ticm fascinated all good judges ; and conveyed a 
^ree of pleasure in the perusal, so enchanting in 
itself, as to leave no time to analyse the principles 
upon which it was founded. The richness of his 
fancy, and the exuberance of his illustrations, could 
never have produced this, had they not been ac- 
companied with an easy, flowing, and melodious 
style of CQmposition. Hi^ long residence on the 
continent had drawn his attention to the critical 
writings of the French, from which he doubtless 
derived much benefit; but it was Ivis own good 
sense^ united to an excellent original genius, culti-> 
vated with the greatest care, that enabled him to 
transfer the beauties of the ancients into his own 
works. 

The Worlds of Dryden also produced a powerful 
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effect upon the minds of the students whoajtteaided 
Dr Stevenson's class. It is well known that to jumj 
of his translations, &c. he prefixed very long, pre- 
faces, containing not only a criticism, upon tbc 
autlK>r whom he translated, but also upon the kind 
ef poem which he gave to the public in an Englbh 
dress. These essays are composed afte^i no regular 
method, are quite desultory, the author takkig ad« 
vantage of the epistolary form of writing; but they 
contain a great fund of most excellent criticism.. 
The vigorous mind of their great author, introduced 
a new species of composition to the notice of the 
public ; and he seems chiefly to have had in his eye 
some of the epistles of Horace, of whose critical 
writings he was a most enthusiastic admirer. He 
pos;sessed a great store of classical literature. His 
jmagination and intellectual character, in general,^ 
w^s ;so richly endowed, that he embellished every 
subject to whiqh he directed his attention. His 
natural acuteness^ combined with the boldness of 
his temper as a critic, and the confidence he had in 
his own powers, gave at once an originality to the 
strictures which he hazarded, as well as an ease and 
grace to his prose writings. Their miscellaneous 
nature, or the frequent introduction of episodes, also 
lender them more inviting to young minds. 

Addison's papers in the Spectator, especially his 
criticism on the Paradise Lost, were much read and 
studied at this time in Scotland ; and it may be a& 
firmed with. safety^ that the writipgs of no author 
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ilte better tdapted to form the taste and improve the 
;^p|e. He was undoubtedly much indebted to 
S^den and to the French critics. Whatever he 
touched, however, he improved, and that in so deli^ 
Gate but masterly a manner, that nothing in the 
£ngKsh language is to be found to excel them in 
this kind of writing. It is universally admitted, 
tha^aking every thing into the account, he is the 
bestinodel, and did more to diffuse a general taste 
for good writing, and has had more imitators, than 
any other English classic. He has less aiffectation of 
metaphysical acumen than some others, who have 
pretended to despise him for his M^nt of depth. The 
I^inness, good sense, and solidity of his criticisms, 
manifest evident tokens that he could with ease have 
given an air of greater profoundness to his composi« 
tions, had he been so disposed ; but that he preferred 
the form and style of the popular essay of which he 
has given so many exquisite examples. 

Mr Pope, too, had already risen into notice ; and his 
works, both in verse and in prose, were much read, 
not by literary men only, but by all ranks. It is a 
W€ll known fact, that his acquaintance with classical 
learning was very superficiaU He knew, however, 
as much of the languages, as enabled him to enter 
with uncommon interest into many of the finest 
passages of their works. By the aid of English and 
french translations, and, when these appeared to be 
deficient, by having recourse to the assistance of the 
living, he made a tolerable shift to communicate to 

Vou II. a 
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on the Subtimc These exercises formed the business 
of the morning hour during the session. 

From the brief account which lias been gtveti of 
tlie manner in which Dr Stevenson spent this hour 
with his class, it may be fairly inferred, that it con- 
stituted a most admirable introduction to the study 
of literature and philosophy. The ideas which he 
himself had formed of the proper duties of his ofiice, 
seem to have been, that this was his proper provftace« 
He never attempted to compose, far less to deliver, 
a formal system of rhetoric, in which a strict regard 
should be paid to systematic arrangement, or which» 
by elegance of composition, and metaphysical subtle* 
ty, might dazzle, but could be of little real service, to 
the youth committed to his care. The observations 
which he in a manner incidentally madcy naturally 
arose from the authors whose works they were per* 
using ; and though no strict adherence was paid to 
method, I entertain no doubt that it was this variety 
which captivated his pupils, and gave to so many of 
them that decided love of letters which afterwards 
distinguished them through life. In his illustra* 
tions, during this part of his course, there was no 
branch of the Belles Lettres which he omitted. Such 
works as had appeared in his time, were carefully 
apalj'sed by him ; and both the doctrines which tliey 
contained, and the manner in which they were 
handled, were stated to the class with the most un- 
affected plainness and perspicuity of language. Thus, 
without professedly investigating the nature of the 



VKIVlltSiTT OF EDINBURGH. 877 

principles of taste^ by way of dissertation, or in a set 
form of lectures, he insjensibly conveyed to his youiig 
audience ju^t notions of the theory which he exem- 
plified in the numerous extracts which he publicly 
read. He treated, after the same manner, whatever 
related to language, -^its origin and progress; and 
Niras particulary attentive to point out the compara* 
tire inerits of the Greek and Latin languages; and 
of these again with the English. The philosophy of 
rhetorical figures was scarcely touched upon by him^ 
as he very justly considered 9uch disquisitions to be 
iar above the comprehension of his hearers. He enume^ 
rated, however, the difierent figures of speech, as they 
are commonly laid down in systems of rhetoric, but 
followed the arrangement of no particular author ; 
neither did he always follow his awn. The examples 
which he brought forward, were such as had struck 
himself in the course of his own private study ; or, 
if fiimiliar to those who were well acquainted with 
polite literature, might be considered as novel to 
some of his young friends, and conveyed to them 
some important or amusing lesson. He was careful 
to describe the distinct characters of the various 
kinds of literary composition; and his observations 
upon history and poetry are represented to have 
been interesting in a high degree to young minds. 
Tiie numerous passages which he quoted from the 
best poets, both ancient and modern, especially, 
were of this description. 

The hour in tlie forenoon was appropriated t<^ 
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what, in strictness, was more the subject he v^asi 
called upon to teach as a professor of logic ; and he 
was not inattentive to this part of his duty. Though 
he was no admirer of the school logic, yet he con- 
sidered it absolutely necessary to give a distinct ac- 
count of its history and nature, and to attempt to 
render intelligible tq his students an art which 
for ages was esteemed the only avenue to science, 
which had ruled with unlimited sway without a rival, 
and had held enslaved the reason of the civilized 
world. Here, however, he studied the greatest 
brevity. It was rather introduced as an interesting 
piece of history, intimately connected with that of 
the human mind. So far from being an admirer of 
the Aristotelian logic, he was fully aware of the 
obstacles which it had placed in the way of the pro- 
gress of knowledge ; and strongly impressed upon 
bis pupils the undoubted fact, that truth was not 
to be discovered by its means. He used the " £&- 
menta PhilosophuB Ratiomlis^^ of Heineccius as a 
text-book ; but though he adopted the general out- 
line of that author, he did not slavishly tread in his 
footsteps. The work itself is strongly marked with 
a partiality to the philosophy of the Stagyrite, and 
discovers ineffectual struggles to escape from a 
bondage, which the prejudices of education render- 
ed him unable to realize. After having very copiously 
explained, and in many places corrected, the doctrines 
of Heineccius (during the hour in the forenoon), he 
proceeded to a much more useful, and to one of hi^ 
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teihpeiviw]K>;Was bo desirous of*- communicating' in* 
formal3oni:i^aI'niuch more: agreeable *depa;rtment of 
his Iketures. ;.W*lifeQ he ^was^ admitted pro&ssov^ tlie 
philosophy <o( Locke was hardly known : in- oun 
Scoitiah uniter^tiesy'iand. was treated eveu'/iut Eng* 
land with equal indtfFerenca Dr Stevensoa was ili6 
first iji this country who annexed a proper v«lue to 
the speculations of tliat illustraous philosopher; whicli. 
have created a new era in the history. of human 
knowledge. Bisliop Wynne was the first in Eng* 
land who made the attempt to abridge the " Essay 
an tiuman Understanding,'^* which even its greatest 
admirers admit to be prolix in many parts; proceed* 
ing no doubt from the novelty, and abstract nature 
of the subject, and the anxiety felt by its^ excellent 
author to avoid ambiguity, and confirm some of Jiis 
theories, which he was aware might be thought liable 
to exception, and were in direct opposition to the 
prevailing systems taught in the schools. This 
abridgment, Dr Stevenson considered as being ad» 
mirably executed; and was accustomed to afiirm, 
that it was the best specimen of this kind of literary 
labour in the English language. Viewing it in this 
light, he took it for his text-book; and, with uncom- 
mon pains, and great patience, developed the doc- 
trines of the " Essay," to render them more intelli- 
gible to his youthful hearers. Such speculations 
were altogether new to them; and it required the 
earnestness of his address, and familiarity of his 
illustrations^ to enable them to comprehend such 
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abstractionsi and, consequently, to relisli inqoiries* 
that explained the operations of the human mind* 

The last part of the course, which ' he delivered in* 
the forenoon, consisted of lectures on what in the 
schools was called Ontology. In these he treated of 
bring in general, and its tnost general qualities. Upon 
this part of his subject he was very brief; and 
generally contented himself with explaining the 
technical terms which had been introduced by in- 
genious men who had treated of it. He prelected ou 
Devries' Ontok^ia. 

' He assembled his students three times each week 
in the afternoon, and delivered to them a history of 
philosophy. The text-bdok he used was the Historla 
Philo9ophica of Heineccius. He also made mnch use 
of Diogenes Laef'tiw, of Stanley, and the more recent 
work of Brucker upon the same subject. 

The students were required to compose a discourse 
upon a subject which was assigned to them, and to 
impugn and defend a philosophical thesis, in the pre« 
sence of the principal and whoever chose to attend. 

I have been more full in my account of the man- 
ner in which this Worthy, laborious, and most ex* 
cellent professor, Employed himself during the ses* 
sion of the college, than some may imagine was 
necessary. But the truth is, that it is universally 
known in this part of the country, that no man ever 
held a professor^s chair in the university of Edin- 
burgh, who had the honour of training up so many 
young men to a Ipve of letterst and who afterwards 
inade so distinguished a ligure in the literary world 
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M Dr Stevenson* He was beloved and respected by 
them all { and they ever afterwards retained the most 
affectionate regard for him.* 

He was never married* He died in extreme old 
age in 177 5i and left his library to the university, 
of which he had been so useful a member for forty- 
five years. 

* None of Dr Stevensonls papiU was ittotc read^ to ackuowled^ 
Ibe grcai obligations under which he lay lo him, thaq the late Prin- 
cipal Kobcrt8on. In addressing the students the first time he 
Tisiled the Logic class, in the exercise of his academical duty, he 
expreased himself in the following terms s ** Multa a prasceptore 
vettro, adolescentcs generosi^ ^udivistis, quas scientiae amorem in 
animis ingenuis accendere possunt ; et exemplo sue, haud minus 
quam praeceptis, viam vobis monstravit, et ratiocinandi rccte« et 
judicandi lite* Expertus loquor. Nam, eodem, quem vos nunc 
sequimini, professore proeunte, hie philosophise fontes primum ae« 
cessi ; hie muharum rerum notitiam hausi, qus manent adhuc aJts 
mente repostae, que seepe revoco summa cum voluptate nee minora 
(ructtt ; el si vos vobismct ipsis non defueritis, multa nunc etiam 
discere possitis, que olim meminisse juvabit. Non enim ab illo im« 
but! cstis scientias cujusdam fiitiiis et contentiosae rudimentis, sed 
institutis sans illius philosophiey qu^ est vitas dux, virtutb indaga* 
triXf expultrixque vitiorum^ in cujus prssceptis unus dies bene ac» 
tus peccanti immortalitatl est anteponendus.*' Immediately after thfi 
dismission of the class, the aged professor, unable any longer !• 
suppress his emotion^ dissolved in tears of grateful affection, and Ml 
on the neck of his favourite scholar, now his Principal. — Vid. the 
late Professor Dahel's account of D« Gordon, M. A. 

The late venerable Dr Erskine 'also, the colleague and friend of 
Principal Robertson, besides affectionately mentioning Dr Steven* 
son in his appendix to the sermon on Dr Robertson's death, stated, 
on more public occasions than one, the great obligations under 
which be lay to his old preceptor. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Mr James Smith appointed Principal — Mr John 
Goldie^ Professor of Divinity — Sir John Pringk 
Professor of Moral Philosophy — Mr John Ktr 
Professor of Humanity. 

Principal Wishart died towards the end of 1751; 
in consequence of which, several changes took ])Iace 
in the university. Dr Hamilton^ wlio was profes- 
sor of divinity, succeeded to the office; but he only 
enjoyed that dignity for one year. Mr James Smitiii 
one of the ministers of the city, succeeded him upon 
]6th February 1732 as professor, and, bn 18th July 
1733, as principal. In the course of the same year, 
I73S, Dr Crauford, who had been the first professor 
of chemistry, but had demitted, and was elected to 
the Hebrew chair, died, and was succeeded by Mr 
William Dawson, of whom I know nothing, except- 
ing that he died upon the l^th December lT5'i\ 
and Mr James Craig, of whom some accouut has 
been already given, was succeeded in the professor- 
ship of civil law by Mr Thomas Dundas, advocate, 
vrho was afterwards slieriff-dcputc of Kirkcudbright. 
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This was the greatest mortality that has ever taken 
place in the college in so short a period. In little 
more than a year, two principals and two professors 
died. 
Mr John Goldie succeeded Mr Smith as professor 

■ 

of divinity. H[e had formerly been minister of Earl- 
8ton, in the presbytery of Lauder, and was after- 
wards admitted one of the ministers of the city of 
Edinburgh. It Was whilst he was moderator of the 
General Assembly that the greatest schism took 
place in the Church of Scotland which has happened 
since the revolution ; and, indeed, he is justly to be 
accounted as the sole cause of such an event com- 
ing to pass at the time, and in the manner that it 
(lid. The divisions which had formerly occurred in 
the Church of Scotland had chiefly regarded doctri- 
nal points ; and the unfortunate heretics had been 
chastised with scorpions, instead of whips. Thus, Dr 
George Garden of Aberdeen, a raving enthusiast 
who was a fitter subject for an hospital than an ec- 
clesiastical court, was deposed in 1700, because he 
defended the principles of Antonia Bourignon. * So 
seriously was this affair taken up, that application 

* Dr Garden was nevertheless an ingenious naturalist. A paper 
of his, on generation^ is inserted in the transactions of the Ro^al So* 
ciety of London* for 1691, vol, xvi« p. 474, in which he made an 
addition to Leuwenhoeck's theory upon that subject. It is a curious 
fact, that Swammerdaiu, a celebrated Dutch naturalist, about l6S0p 
renounced this study, to which he had been so much attached, and 
cmbra^ced the opinions of Bourignon also. 
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was made to his majesty's advocate to prosecute^ 
for blasphemy all who held her opinions; and the 
professors of divinity in the different universities 
were requested '^ to make a full collection of the 
errors, and write a confutation of the same^*^ 
^e have seen the manner in which SimsoA vras 
treated. This schism, however, had originally no 
leference to any doctrine in the Confession of 
Faith« It solely respected the right of the pe<^le 
to elect their own ministers ; a privilege, one would 
think^ very reasonable, if they paid them their sala^ 
ries, but has always been found to be fraught with 
political feuds and animosities, and therefore incom- 
patible with a national church. The truth is^ that ' 
the presentation to a church is a mere civil transac- 
tion; and the right of doing so is guaranteed by the 
law of the land. To discourse of an abstract right to 
elect a minister as pertaining to the people, whether 
considered as subjects or as christiansy when they do 
not contribute to their support, and when the laws 
have determined it otherwise, is, to say the least of 
it, most egregious folly* One of the most popular 
ministers of the Church of Scotland however, and 
Qne of the most respectable, was of a different opi- 
nion ; f and, ip a sermon preached before the synod 

^ Abfidg^ieot o( Acts of Assembty, under tlie article JBamr^ 

t This was the Reverend Ebeneser Ecskine, «i»inister, first at Port* 
aao^k, in Fife, and then at Stirling, From the Records of tbaTowa-^ 
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Perth tnd Stirling, in Ootober 1739, had openly 
fVow<6d his sentiments. The subject was taken up 
by the church courts ; and, after various proceedings, 
he iiid three others were, in August^ 1733, suspend* 
tA from *^ the exercise of their ministerial function, 
and all the parts thereof.'' Being called before the 
tommissioa in the subsequent November, and hav« 
ing confessed that they had paid no attention to the 
former sentence, the question was put, ** Proceed to 

U| inflict a higher censure or not ;"* when it carried 
by the casting vote of the moderator, Professor 
Ooldie ** proceed ;** and they were accordingly de- 
posed. • This gave rise to that numerous body of 

It/ respectable dissenters who, in Scotland, are called 
Seceders. 

After Dr Goldie had taught divinity in the unl^ 
vcrsity for twenty-one years, he was advanced to the 
principality, in the room of Dr William Wishart, 
junior. His commission was signed on 87th March 
1754. He was generally esteemed a man of mode- 
rate abilities, but very attentive to the discharge of 
his academical duties. He died at Edinburgh upon 
the 19th February 1762, in the eightieth year of his 
age, and fifty-ninth of his ministry. 

Mr William Scott, whom we have mentioned as 
being appointed professor of moral philosophy, felt 
his liealth rapidly declining about the commence- 

Council fsi Edinburgh, it appears that, in l6dS, he was a bursar at 

the university of EUiinburgh, and presented by Piingle of Torwoodiee. 

f Gib's Display of the Secession Testimony, vol. i, p, 25-55. 
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nient of 17S4. This melancholy event happening in^ 
the middle of the session, the patrons were at a con* 
siderable loss to procure a fit person to carry on the 
business of the class, as it had long been, and still im^ 
a standing rule with them, that they will permit no 
professor to nominate his assistant, from whatever 
cause the necessity of having one may arise. This 
nomination they reserve to themselves. Dr, after* 
wards Sir John» Pringle, Bart, had returned from 
Leyden, where he had graduated a very short time 
before (1730), and proposed to settle in Edinburgh 
as a physician. As an immediate introduction to an 
extensive medical practice is a thing almost quite 
unknown in any country, it was not to be expected 
that his success could be great, in so short a time^ 
at Edinburgh, where there were so many eminent 
physicians, who had been long established, and the 
competition consequently so great. Being in a mea- 
sure unemployed, of an aspiring temper, and having a 
taste for literature, he thought of offering himself as 
a candidate for the office of professor of moral philo- 
sophy, provided that the patrons would elect him 
joint professor with Mr Scott, whose state of health 
rendered any expectation of resuming his labours al- 
together hopeless. This arrangement, therefore, took 
effect upon the 23d February 1731.* 

Sir John Pringle was bora at Stitchell, in the 
oounty of Roxburgh, on the 10th April 1707. His 

* CouDC. Regist. af, ann^ 
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/kther was a baronet of the same name, and big 
aiothcir wask sister of Sir Gilbert Elliot of Stobs.* 
He was the youngest son ; and though bis father 
possessed a considerable fortune, yet, according to 
the common custom of Scotland, as a younger 
branch of :the family, his patrimony was not very 
ample. Being removed at a great distance from any 
scfaocrf, and having four sons, his father preferred the 
plan of having a private tutor at home, rather than 
lending them to a boarding-school. Besides, he 
'thus had the pleasure of seeing them educated under 
his own- eye. When he was deemed fit to enter a 
university, he was sent to St Andrews. The reason 
of this preference was, that his uncle, Dr Francis 
Pringle, was professor of Greek, and practised as a 
physician in that city.f It was probably his ex- 
ample which directed the views of young Pringle to 
medicine. Having remained here for several years^ 
under the roof of his uncle,^ who took the charge of 
his education, he removed to Edinburgh in 1727, 
when its medical school was yet in its infancy, and 
attended the lectures for one session only. Boer- 
faaave's reputation was so great, that students flocked 

* Kippis' Life of Pringle, p- i. 

t Dr Kippis only calls him ** a near relation of his father" But| 
in Sir John's '' account of tho success of the Vitrum Ceratum AnttF' 
fnonii," published in the Medical Essays, vol. v. p. l66f his words 
are, " Th^ next testimony is two cases, which I found among my 
'unck Dr Francis Pringlc's papers, wrote with his own hand.^ 
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to Leyden from erery country in Europe; and m 
he was now considerably advanced in years, multi- 
tudes, and among the rest Mr Pringle^ were impa« 
tient to repair tliither, lest they should be deprived 
oi* the opportunity of benefiting by his instructions. 
Having taken his degree at Leyden, upon 80th Jaly 
1730^ and published his thesis, which was '' De 
Marcare SenUi^ * he returned to Edinburgh, and be- 
gan to practice as a physician* 

There is little reason to doubt that this profes- 
sion of moral philosophy was considered by him as 
only a secondary object* The manner in which he 
acquitted himself in the chair, according to the 
testimony of the most candid and unexceptionable 
judges, clearly demonstrates that this was the case. 
The truth is, that he who is determined to distin- 
guish himself as the teacher of any science, must 
devote the whole of his attention, and direct the 
whole bent of his genius, to the cultivation of it If 
liis attention be distracted by a diversity of pursuits^ 
he may ad<l to Ills own general knowledge; but his 
usefulness as a public lecturer will be most material* 
ly impaired. There was great likelihood of this being 
the case, when the subjects were so exceedingly dif* 
fcrent as that of medicine and moral philosophy. It 
is not meant to insinuate that he neglected his dnty 
as a professor. To do so, would be to assert what is 

* Ilallcr'i observation upon it ii, ^ Ditputatio ad oMBleaA^'* 
haavii.** — Mcth. Stud, Med. p. 926* 
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directly contrary to the fact But one .thing is cer- 
tain, that his geniusi or early habits, either did not 
lead him to the cultivation of -moral science, or he 
had formed what seems to have been a misconcep- 
tion of what ought to constitute the leading topics 
of discussion in such a course of philosophy. 

There is no doubt that this, one of the most invest* 
ing'of the sciences, is susceptible of, and actuwy has 
been treated after two different methods ; or rather, 
two sets of philosophers have each chosen to illus- 
trate one department of the subject only, to the ex- 
clusion of the other. The one may be called the 
popular, and the other the metaphysical manner. 
The ancients preferred the former; whilst the moderns, 
particularly since Lord Bacon's time, have been par- 
tial to the latter. Under ethics, the former princi- 
pally included an enumeration and illustration of the 
various duties which we are called upon, as rational 
creatures, to perform. And their treatises upon that 
subject chiefly consist of systems of rules, by which 
the conduct ought to be regulated. They divided, 
however, their speculations into two parts. In the 
first, they investigated the principles and foundation 
of morality ; a question on which the different sects 
of philosophy held distinct and opposite opinions. 
The Stoics, the Epicureans, the Peripatetics, &c* 
were far from being agreed upon this head; and« ac- 
cording to the particular notions they entertained re- 
specting the determination of this point, their sys- 
tems of philosophy received a corresponding colour- 

Vol. II. T 
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ing- tn the second was delivered a code tifpfectpt^ 
applicable to the various purposes of life, and ihtMid- 
ed to direct mankind how they itilly hi moftt usefiit 
to their fellow-creatures, atid acquit theriii^Wes to 
the best advantage in the various relatione- in whiefa 
they n)ay be placed. The ancients cdndiderl^d that 
our Ji^ve country had superior* claims upon ofur ser* 
IricM^Rid commanded our regards more impiously 
than any other objeet.* Thi^ therefore, was the first 
class of moral duties Whtcl\ was explained by theim 
Next succeeded those which we owe to our parents^ 
to our children, aiid our friends. The illustration of 
these constitute the subject of the ethical writings of 
Flato, Xenophon, Aristotle, Cicero, Epictetus, and 
Marcus Antoninus. 

Though the philosophy of man, considered as a 
social being, was cultivated by them with the great*^ 
tst eagerness and success, yet they never seem to 
have attempted an. analysis or classification of his 
mental powers, whether speculative or active. It 
would be difficult to assign a reason for this ; but 
the fact is incontrovertible, that what may be called 
the intellectual philosophy is entirely of modem date^ 
and was first brought into notice in^ this island by the 
illustrious Locke, whose example was, in the coarse 
of time, imitated by the other nations of Europe. 

Dr Pringle followed the method which the an- 
cients had pointed out to him ; and was, if possiblfy 
even less metaphysical than many of them, who bar^' 
discussed, witli great acuteness, tb? principal qors* 
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HMs i^latir^ to morals. •* He entered not," says Dr 
Erskine, ^^ into curious disquisitions on the founda- 
tions of morality or on the progress of society, and 
soon dispatched what he chose to say on pneumatics 
and natural religion.'** The discussion of subjects 
Which required the possession and exertion of the fa* 
tulty of abstraction in a considerable degree^, never 
stems to have been congenial to his mind ; ind it is 
probable that he did not easily enter into disquisi* 
tions which involved so abstract ideas. This may 
account for what Dr Kippis relates of him, " that he 
lost all regard for them in the latter part of his life.** t 
His lectures were composed of a series of moral es- 
says upon such important sujects as he imagined 
would be of essential service to his young hearers 
when they entered upon public life, had a tendency 
to improve their moral faculty, and prepare them for 
acting their part well in society. These topics were 
certainly of the highest importance; and, if well 
handled, could hardly fail of interesting the youth. 
His lectures were, as is sometimes said of sermons, 
altogether practical ; but, without being hypercritical, 
it may surely be asked, Whether this was his proper 
province as professor of moral philosophy ? Or, 
whether he was not id be blamed for not explaining 
and illustrating the philosophical doctrines of Locke, 
which had been forty years in the possession of the 

* Appenilix to funeral sermon on Dr Robertson. 
t Pringle's Life, p. 69. 

T S 
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public? It was his usual practice also to read very 
copious extracts from Plutarch, Montaign, Gharror^ 
fiacoD, Sidney, Harriogton, Molesworth, and others^ 
in order to illustrate some of the observations he had 
made in the course of lecturing. 

The students were required to compose essays on 
prescribed . subjects^ if the doctor was satisfied with 
the proieiency which they appeared to have made. 
Sometimes these w^re in Latin, and sometimes in Eng- 
lish. They were delivered in the presence of the 
principal, who made remarks upon them ; and every 
one who clipse might attend. 

Dr Pringle's success in life is well known to have 
been remarkable. His regularity of conduct, and 
punctuality in his professional employment, were very 
early distinguishing features of his character. He 
owed a good deal, too, to his own connexions, being 
descended from one of the most respecta,ble fan^ilies 
in the south of Scotland. The person, however, who 
rendered him the most essential service, and may be 
justly called his patron, was Dr Stevenson, who in- 
troduced him to the notice of the Earl of Stair, 
His Lofdship was so well pleased with Dr Pringle, 
that, in a short time after, he iirst appointed him his 
own physician as commander of the British army ; 
and, upon the 24th August 1743, he was constituted 
physician to the military hospital in Flanders. The 
manner in which he discharged the important duties 
of this office, to which so great responsibility is an- 
nexed, is quite familiar to the public* His great 



ft 
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work, on the Diseases of the Army, and which was the 
ftoit of his experience in Flanders, not only extend- 
ed his fame greatty, but constituted a new era in 
the mode of carrying on war in modem times. 

The patrons of the college gave him leave of ab- 
sence ; and permitted him to employ Mr Clcghom, 
who shall be mentioned afterwards, td do the d\ity of 
the class. Preferment, however, in the army, was 
rapidly conferred upon him. Notwithstanding 
Lord Stair's retiring from the army, his successor, 
the Duke of Cumberland, appointed him, on Ilth 
March 1744, physician-general to his majesty's 
forces in the Low Countries and parts beyond the 
seas ; and next day, physician to the royal hospitals 
in the same countries. In consequencjB of receiving 
these promotions, he sent in his resignation of the 
professorship. 

This letter was addressed to Bailie Gavin Hamil- 
ton, the presiding magistrate ; for, in consequence of 
the rebellion, there was no Lord Provost for 1745. 

" Edinburgh, 27 th March 1745. 
" The following letter was produced in council, by 
Bailie Gavin Hamilton, from Dr Pringle. 

" London, I9^A March 1745. 
" Sir, — I address this letter to you, as presiding 
magistrate, and in name of the Honourable Town- 
council, in order to acquaint you, that being unable 
to assure the curators and patrons of the college of re* 
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turning to the exercise of my academical duty by if» 
vember next, I do hereby resign my office of professor 
of ethic and pneumatic philosophy in the university 
of Edinburgh^ agreeable to the contents of & letter 
I wrote to the late Lord Provost ; and if i have 
anticipated the time specified in that letteri it is in 
compliance with what I presunie is still your desire^ 
that my successor may have sufficient time to pre- 
pare lectures for the ensuing session of colleges. 
The town and unive];sity may believe. Sir, that though 
I b^ve quittied the chair^ I shall never cease wishing 
well to, and acting on all occasions for the service 
ofji that learned society ; and whatever person the 
patrons shall appoint my successor, I shall think it 
iny duty> if there be place for my service, to assist 
him with all tlie materials my experience of science 
or of the world may have furnished me, for the im- 
provepient of that branch of philosophy, I desire 
further, Sir, and with all sincerity, that the Town* 
council, representatives of the people, my fellow 
citizens, may believe it ever was and will be my 
study to deserve well of tlie community, and to re- 
tain with them that approbation of my behaviour 
I was honoured with in their first letter to me last 

, . » • • 

summer, not listening to any other account of m^ 
than that I am of the city of Edinburgh, as you know 
me to be, with respect, Sir, your most obedient and 
affectionate humble servant, 

'f Jo. Pbinole.'* 
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Hq WAS> ia 1745| I'fcaljed from Flandera, in ordfir 
to. apeompany the forces th^t were to be sent against 
the F^l>elS| apd was preseqt at the battle of CuUodeiu 
Abppt the same time, fae w^s elected a member of 
the Royali Society j and, after various medical pre^ 
feripepts, lie was chosen president of that learned 
ibpdy oq 3Qth November I77S, when in the sixty- 
^i^^l) year of his age. After holding this honourable 
ojQ^ce for ^isf: years, he resigned it, partly through 
t}\e in^fmities of old age, bi4t chiefly in consequence 
of the violence of the disputes that then agitated 
the society, respecting the question, Whether pointed 
or blunted conductors are the most efficacious in 
pr(3serving buildings from the pernicious effects of 
lightning? Feeling the infirmities of old age making 
rapid fidvances, he resolved to leave London, and 
settle in Edinburgh. This be carried into execu- 
tion in 1781. Notwithstanding the marked atten«» 
tion which was shewn to him in this the old place 
of his residence, he felt himself uncomfortable, and 
removed to London in the autumn. But, previously 
to this, he requested th^ late Dr John Hope, profesr 
sor of l^otany, aqd son*in«law to Dr Stevenson, 
who had patronized him in early life, to present ten 
volumes foljo, of medical and physical observationsi 
in Ipan^script, to the Hoyal College of Physicians, 
upon the cpncjitipns that no part of them should be * 
printed, and not leiit out of the library upqn^ anjfi 
pretence >yh^teyer, I|p was at the same time en^* 



896 THE HISTORT OF THE 

ployed, we are told by Dr Kippis, " in preparing 
two other volumes, to be given to the university, 
containing the formulas referred to in his annota- 
tions/' It is probable that he did not live to finish 
these ; for they were never presented, y^^ 

Sir John Pringle died upon the 1 8th January 
1782. Though Sir John appears to have had littlie 
taste for metaphysics, or even poetry, he was a 
most zealous patron of physical science. He had 
frequent opportunities of shewing this during his 
presidency; in which station he acquitted himself 
with so much honour, and was of so great service to 
the philosophical world. His discourses on the 
annual assignments of Sir Godfrey Copley's medal, 
afford sufficient proofs of his great general acquaint* 
ance with physics, of the ardour with which he en- 
tered into whatever experiments contributed to ex- 
tend our knowledge of nature, and of the benevolence 
of his heart as a man and a philosopher. 

Upon the decease of Mr Adam Watt, the patrons, 
with the concurrence of the other electors, preferred 
Mr John Ker to the professorship of humanity. The 
qualifications of this gentleman were well known to 
them. He was born at Dunblane ; had been school- 
master at Crieff; and, upon occasion of a vacancy in 
the high-school of Edinburgh, sometime about 1710, 
'he became a candidate; and, after a comparative 
*^rial|g^n the presence of the patrons, a committee of 
the ministers and professors being the examinatprsj 
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lie was elected one of the masters of that seminary. 
He 'continued to discharge the duties of that office 
with gfreat approbation till 1717. The rebellion, 
which happened in Scotland in 171i| produced a 
great sen^ttton throughout the whole country, but 
particularl^n the north. None had distinguished 
themselves more zealously in the cause of the Pre- 
tender than the members of King's College, Aber- 
d^n. When internal peace was restored, and the 
rebels, to all appearance, completely vanquished, 
government determined to institute an inquiry into 
the conduct of the principal and professors during 
that critical conjuncture. Accordingly, a royal com- 
mission, for visiting both King's and Marischall Col- 
lege, was issued in July 1716. The effect of which 
was, that Dr George Middleton, the principal of 
King's College, and three of the professors, were re- 
moved from their offices,* It was some time before 
successors were appointed. Mr Chalmers, minister 
at Kilwinning, was nominated principal, so early as 
S2d November 1717, by virtue of a royal presenta- 
tion, accompanied with a commission to the magis- 
trates of Aberdeen, and certain ministers in both 
towns, to grant him admission to the office. But it 
would appear that the old established method of 
^electing professors, sanctioned by the statutes of the 
pollege, was allowed to take its course ; and, conse- 

• Statist, Ace. vol. xxi. p. 77- ' 
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quently, somewhat longer time was necessary b^foie 
new professors could be appointed. S^yen^l caiiw 
CQQtributed to retard the pew arrapgemeBt from 
taking immediate effect. The funds were very low i I 
the buildings stood in great need of rejjg^ ; and the 4 
salaries of the masters were so meap^^i^t it Yf^ j\ 
found necessary to send Principal Cbalners to l/^ft- i 
don to supplicate his Majesty^s bounty. It was de- 
termined also, at this time, to make sonie ^Iterati^m 
jn the plan of education ; and this principally re- 
spected the method in which the Greek had been 
taught It was the custom^ at that tiine^ for one 
professor to carry one set of students through their 
whole course. The professors taught, by rotationi 
the different branches of philosophy, and Greek also^ 
The latter . ** was, about the beginning of tlie cen- 
tury, allotted, by a royal and parliamentary visitar 
tioQ, to a separate professor."* So that Mr Ker 
was the first professor of Greek in King's College^ 
Aberdeen, whose sole duty it was to teach that 
language. I cannot help thinking it extraordinary 
that he should have received this appointment la . 
1717» considering how much party spirit then pre- 
vailed throughout the country, and how alert the 
agents of government were to ascertain the political 
principles of every one who was a candidate for a 
public situation. It is well known that he was the 

^ Stat^t. Ace. yo). xxi. p. 82. 
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i^m^ friend of Dr Pitcaira, and had written 
{)0^m9 upon the subject of the Doctor's death. 
93|ociate3 itppe^r to have been principally Jacoi* 
it^ Whether he possessed the prudence or the 

to cpucei^^s real sentiments, or whether he re«- 
emted, I kifW not. It is not improbable that he 
^ been educated at this university, because his 
itrtiality to it was very great. About 1725> he 
Miblished a poem, entitled *^ Danaides^^ in which he 
I said to have commemorated in Latin verse a great 
lumber of the many illustrious scholars who received 
their education at that seminary. I have not been 
»ble to procure a sight of it. Though it be in the 
catalogues, it is not to be found in any of the public 
libraries in Edinburgh. 

Mr Ker was professor of the Greek language in 
King's College for about seventeen years ; and was 
elected professor of Humanity in the university of 
Edinburgh upon the 2d October 1734.* He was 
oow restored to his former associates, prosecuted his 
studies with great vigour, and rapidly became a very 
popular teacher. The authors which he read in the 
first class were nearly the same as are taught in die 
highest class of the high-school. But as a great pro* 
portion of his students had been educated at that 
seminary, he selected different passages from those 
which they had read there. In addition to those, 
they alio perused some of Juvenal's Satires, generally 

• ? Cottxic Regist mp. amt* 
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the ten th ; and sometimes a portion of Claudian ot { 
Lucan. In obedience to the injunction of the gene* 
ral assembly, he latterly read Buchanan's Psabm^ 
and Boyd's Hecatombe Christiana^ every Monday 
morning, as a sacred lesson, which t^t^ could pre- 
pare on Sunday. He spent a portion of every morn- 
ing in going over the material part, of Ruddiman's 
Grammar, commenting upon and illustrating the 
rules as he went along. After the same manner^ he 
used Vossius' Compend of Rhetoric as a text-book ; 
and read Drummond's Compend of Ancient and 
Modern Geography. The students were required to 
compose Latin orations, and deliver them publicly 
before the whole class. 

In the second, or what was then, and is sometimes^ 
still called the private class, the students were en— 
gaged in reading the Epistles and Ars Poetica of Ho- 
race, Tacitus, and sometimes Suetonius and Pliny*a» 
Panegyrics. 

A most candid and very competent judge,*the lat^ 
Pr Erskine, informs us, " that Mr Ker had peculieL- 
rities in his manner of teaching ; and, perhaps frorxj 
an enthusiastic passion for the books he explained/ 
. sometimes imagined elegance and force of expression 
where there was none. Yet great was his merit in 
gaining the affection of his scholars, and great his 
success in exciting and directing their study of the 
Latin classics."* He appears to have been quite an 

* App. to Sermon qd the death of Principal Robertson. 
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enthusiast in his profession, and to have spared no 

° ^1 P^<Qs to communicate a knowledge of the Latia 

?^^m language, as well as a taste for Roman literature^ to 

*^B hb scholars. This kind of learning was in great 

^^M request at that time in Edinburgh ; and the profi* 

P^l cieucy of many who cultivated it was remarkable. 

aovi'l ^|. |.jjg jjg^ J ^£ those scholars was unquestionably Mr 

Thomas Ruddiman, the celebrated grammarian, whose 
accurate knowledge of the Latin tongue stands uq« 

^^^^ ^\ "^*^*^^ ^y ^°y modern. So early as 1718, he and 
"^^^'l the masters of the high-school instituted a society, 
it aM ^j^Qgg express object was the cultivation of classical 
ireci tl literature, to the exclusion of every thing else. • Se- 
ubtic<]| veralofthe members of that association were ac- 
curate scholars ; and afterwards gave proofs of their 
acuteness as critics in philosophy, and the ardour 
with which they prosecuted their favourite studies. 
p.. - Besides Ruddiman^ Mr John Love^ one of the mas- 
w ters of the high-school, who afterwards removed to 
, / Oalkeith, was an eminent classical scholar. His re- 
view of Trotter's Latin Grammar is a masterly per- 
formance, and may still be perused with profit^ 
though the treatise which gave occasion to it has 
long sunk into oblivion. The notorious Lauder was 
. also a member, who, whatever may be affirmed of 
I his morals, was undoubtedly a good linguist, which 
even his absurd and wicked attempt to prove Mil- 
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j * Chalmers' Life of Ruddiman, p. -83. 
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toil guilty of plagiarism sufficiently shevred.* Thcitf 
ft^d btfaers were speedily joined by Mr Home, nfr 
terwards Lord Kaoies^ who \ras not as yet called td 
the bar ) but feeling the effects of having neglected 
the cultivation of classical learning, he began abdttt 
this time to study, with his accustomed ardour, those 
afaibieht monuments of elegant composition. Mr 
Archibald Murray, Mr James Cochran, and soibe 
ether members of the Faculty of Advocates, togethef 
Irith Mr George Wishart, afterwards one of the 
ministers of Edinburgh, considered themselves ai 
honoured by being admitted as members. 

Whether Mr Ker was one of the original founders^ 
I think may be doubted ; but, upon his return Ui 
Edinburgh in 1734, he joined his old associates, and 
became a very active member. This is the more 
singular, as his chief opponent in obtaining the pro« 
fessorship of humanity was Lauder, who stood a 
candidate for the office, having taught the class 
during the term of Mr Watt's sickness, of which be 

* Very little of Lauder's early history is known* His forgeries 
in regard to Milton afford just grounds for suspecting his veracity 
upon any subject. In p. 51 f however, of the Poetarum Seoionm 
Musa Sacrctf which was printed by Ruddiman, he informs us that 
he was nephew to the celebrated Sir John Laudor of FountainhalL 
Sir John was one of the most upright judges, and one of the best 
lawyers, which this country ever produced. The library of the Fa- 
culty of Advocates is more indebted to Lord Fountainhall for hit 
manuscript collections than to any othier single collector. 



ffled. Uaiider wag of a vety iriitiible temper^ whieh 
lib dWn lihphideticiie^ arid disappdntments did not 
ibhtHbute to rectify. He was iii poeir icircumtrtances ; 
attd his act}liaint^nc^8 seettt td liavfe lookcrd upon 
lUdi as an (inject of cottlpslssion. It vtM ttiider tbe 
itofliiHice of this principH th&i Sir Robert Stewart^ 
professot of natural phitosophyi Medsht Ker and 
kiidditnftii, pirmttted their named to be mentioned 
m cbtitribiitors iti Lauder's proposals fo^ printing by 
faibscriptioil " a Collection of Sacred Poems,'^ ThiK 
Work Wai printed in 1739. 

Besides the " Donaides/* which has beert already 
mentioned, Mr Ker also published, in 17279 Cantici 
Mabmonia Paraphrasis Gemina, also verses on the 
death of Dr Pitcairn and Scott of ThirlestanCi 8cc 
That he was well skilled in the Latin language 
cannot admit of a doubt ; but it does not fall to the 
lot of every good scholar to be able to write elegant 
^verses. The success of Pitcairn seems to have ex- 
cited great emulation in the breasts of the con tern* 

* ^ I was 9o sensible,'' says Ruddiman, *^ of the weakness and folfy 
of that man, that I shunned his company as far as decently I could.*^ 
— <^haliners, p. 150* 

The title of the work is ** Poetarum Scotorum Musce Sacrat; 
mse quatuor sacri Codicis scriptorum, Davidis et Solomonis, Jobi 
«t Jerenltae, Poetici, per totidem Scotos, Arct. Jonstonum et Jo* 
Kerrtntty P. Adamsonum et G. Hogaeum, Latino carmine redditi. 
Quilms ob arguroenti similitudinemy adnectuntur alia, Scotorum 
Uidem, opuscula sacra. — £din, 1739.^ — Svo.'' 



304 TNB HISTORY OF THK . 

porary scholars in Scotland. Their admiration of 
him was excessive ; and the praises which they be* 
8toW| turn as much upon the qualities of his heart 
as the extent of his genius. Mr Ker, in particular, 
was on terms of the most intimate footing with the 
Doctor while he lived ; and, after his decease, seized 
every opportunity of embalming his memory. Be» 
ing pretty far advanced in life before he was elected 
professor of humanity, he only enjoyed the office for 
seven years. He died in November 1741, much 
regretted by his numerous friends, but especially by 
his pupils. 
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CHAPTER XVn 

. i^- *" ■ . 

•■■• * ^ • • • ' . . , . . ■ . ' •^i^ ' ■ • 

tor fjTUHam JVtshari^ secundusj appointed Prmapal-^ 
Dr Alexander IVebster—Mr ErshinCf Prqfeiior of 
Scots Law-^Dr Patrick Gumming^ CkUrch His^- 
iorsf. 

Xn consequence of the death of Pridcipial James. 
Smith, who had held his office for only three years> 
'^e patrons discovered the greatest solicitude to proa^ 
^ide a man of talents as a sticcesfior. Mr Stnith had 
lieen admitted one of the ministers of the city, pre- 
viously to his having any connexion with theuniver* 
sity. it hafi been already stated, that he taught 
divinity for one session ; and the term of his admi^ 
nistration as head of the college was io esttremely 
short, that neither his colleagues nor the public had 
sufficient time to form a just opinion concerning him 
in that character. They were exceedingly fcrrtunate 
in the choice they made. They unanimously elect*" 
ed Dr William Wishart, at that time minister of a 
dissenting congregation in London. His father, of 
the same name, had presided over the university of 
£dinbur^h for nearly sixteen years ; and^ though .not 
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equal to him as an elegant scholar, or as a matt of 
extensive information, yet discharged the duties of 
that honourable si-tuationi with great credit, and was 
much esteemed as one of the ministers of Edkiburgfav. 
The person whom they now pitebed upon was the soa. 
of their old frien^ and had recetred his education 
among them. 

Dr William Wishart, secundus^ was bom towafdni 
the end of the seventeendi centur^.- He received hi» 
edueai^iott at the pubUc schools, and afterwards at 
the unrrersity, of Edinburgh. Being early destined 
for the chureh^ he was> when a very young many 
licensed to preach the gospel, by the presbytery of 
Edmburgby^ about the year 171 6. The Magi8trate9> 
^ Edmbnrgh, at that time, being convinced that tbr 
places for publie worship were inadeqpate to^accom** 
asodate the populatbn of the city, fitted ofi' 9 hat^ 
belonging to the corporation of skinners, and opened 
it as' a chapel. Here, as he informs tia himself, he 
preached for three years statedly. In ITlfel, he ac^ 
eepted of ati invitation to become one of the minfe- 
ters of Glasgow. He first officiated ia what was 

* 

call^ the Wynd Church, which was thrown down^^ 
lon^ ago> and was^ afterwards admitted minister of 
theTron Church. Being strongly solicited to ac- 
cept of a call from a dissenting congregation in 
Eondon, he complied, and was first minister of the 
,01d .Kewry, and then at Founders Hialt. When, he 
left London, and repaired to Scotland, he brought, 
lalottg wttb him the most ample. recQmmeQdatioos 
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Tom Dr Isaac Watts, Mr Josiah Bayes^ Dr Harrisi 
^ifr Moses Lowman, and Mr Calamy.* 

The election took place upon the 10th November 
M736; and yet it is singular that he was not install* 
ed in his office till the 2d of November of the sub* 
aequent year.f No reason whatever is assigned for 
this delay. Nay, he does not even appear to have 
accepted of the offer made to him till November 
17S7* The reason of his not becoming one of the 
ministers of Edinburgh at the same time that he was 
elected principal, was an accusation of heresy ; and 
the p^bytery of Edinburgh would not sustain the 
calU The accusations were very far from beiqg sub- 
stantiated, and, even though they had been proved, 
were of a very trifling nature. A very candid and 
excellent judge, the late Dr Erskine, observes, " that 
the Doctor was unjustly accused of heresy, for main- 
taining that true religion is influenced by higher 
motives than self-love.*:J; The prosecution, however, 
was carried on with great virulence through the in« 
ferior courts ; but the general assembly vindicated Dr 
Wishart. There can be little doubt of his having 
had the promise of the first vacancy; but an open« 
ing did not occur till January I739i when ^ thb 

* These are still in the possession of his grandson, Patrick Wishart, 
£Bq.W.S. 

^ Counc Rcgist of those dates. 

% Erskine's Sermons^ voL i. p^ 27CX 
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presbytery ^reed to Principal Wishart's lettlement 
in the New Grey Friars Church.*** - 

The person who was inducted into Edinburgh in 
1737, when, according to the usual practice of the 
patrons, it ought to have been Dr Wishort, was the 
celebrated Dr Alexander Webster, who, Without being 
presented fir$t to a single charge, according .to esta* 
blished practice, was at once translated from Cul- 
loss to the collegiate charge of the TolbpothiChurch* 
Though this was considered in those days a$ a great 
innovation, yet it can be satisfactorily explained* 
By this arrangement, he became the immediate suc- 
cessor of his father, Mr James Webster, who for 
thirty years had been pastor of that church. He 
had long been the idol of his hearers ; and what- 
ever opinion he delivered upon any subject was 
ori^cular, and instantly acquiesced in by them. They 
had been so much accustomed to a particular* style 
of preaching, to the selection of certain doctrine^, 
and those, too, treated after a certain fEuihion, that 
to liave presented Dr. Wishart to them, who confined 
himself n^uch more to moral illustration, would have 
produced a rebellion, and rendered both parties very 
uncomfortable. The patrons, therefore, to pacify the 
congregation, consulted their prejudices, presented 
the son. of their late minister, who possessed very 
popular talents, and preached the doctrines of Cal- 
vinism, though he was not a Supralapsarian as his 

* Scots Magazine, vol* i. p. 43* 
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fktherwM.' Dr Wisluirt was in the meattttme pre- 
vailed on to delay urging for a little what his pre^ 
deceMor bad claimed at a right 

No sooner had Dr Wisbart entered upon his office 
as, principal, than he immediately commenced an 
inquiry into the state of the college. In consequence 
of the shortness of the time for which his two prede- 
cessors had held the office, together with the bad state 
of their health, diffierent departments of the business of 
the university had run into disorder; and this was par- 
ticularly the case with tlie library. He go*^a new 
set of regulations drawn up, in order to correct the 
abuses which had crept in. No books were lent 
out of the library ; but it was agreed that it should 
be open six hours in summer, and four in winter. 
During the former, it was to be kept open from 
seven to nine, and ten to twelve, and in the after- 
noon from four to six. The librarian was to attend 
regularly at these hours; and any student at the^ 
university had the liberty of consulting whatever 
books be chose, provided that he entered his name 
in an album kept by the librarian. On examining 
this register, which was only kept for a few years^ 
the only persons who appear to have made great use 
of this privilege, and whom I knew, w^re Dr 
William Cullen and Dr Hugh Blair, two very singular 
exceptions. Uut even this circumstance demonstrates 
how^ early a passion for study had seized these two 
eminent men, who were afterwards destined ta shed 
|UQb lustre upon tl^te uuiversity of Edinburgh^ 
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. From the fouodaticiD of the college, the d«ty gf 
the principal consisted in having the general charge 
of the whole society ; in taking an accoiUit of thfi 
proficiency -of the students of the languages and 
philosophy ; prf^siding at all university meetings^ pui>i 
lie examinations/ trials for degreesy and conferring 
all degrees* Resides, it was the custom for himp 
lioth as principal and primarius professor of divinity, 
pccasjonally to deliver public orations in the com« 
inon hall upon aqy literary, philosophical, or theo^ 
logical' subject which he deemed proper. Th|[Mie 
Vere attended l)y the professors in their gowns, UtA 
ihe great b|ody of th^ students, This practice had 
never been altqgether abandoned ; but Dr Wishart 
revived it, by assembling the whole university much 
more frecjuentty for this specific purpose than had 
been done for a good many years. Though it was 
ipompletely within his province, yet none of his pre* 
decessors had attempted to take a minute inspect 
tion of the j^ogres^ either of th^ theological or me* 
^ical students. The exercise of this function was 
5:pnsiden?d tp he unnecessary, or at least invidious, 
considering the age and standing of these students ; 
and, perhaps, to render such a duty of any real use 
to those for \^hom it was intended, was totally im* 
practicable. lie was most l^borioi^s in .taking fre- 
quent opportunities of visiting the junior classes,^ 
and of being present ^hen they were examined by 
thie different professors. An excellent classical 
apholar himselfy he took great p^asure in ohserving 



tlie. progress of his yoniig friends ; lie encouraged and 
simulated tbem to greater exertion ; and»i hyevivfy 
motive which he could devise, excited them to th( 
study of those admirable models which theandenls 
iiave transmitted to us. But the Doctor's enlar^^ 
views were not alone confined to tlie cultivation .of 
tlie learned languages* He was intimately acqudnt^ 
ed with the ancient as well as modern moralists .{ 
and the natural bent of his studies^ as well as his 
genius^ led him to cherish in the breasts of such 
young men, as he perceived to be possessed both of 
application and talents, an increasing desire to add 
to their stock of knowledge. When any discourses 
or orations were to be delivered, he regularly honour* 
ed the meeting with his presence, listened to the 
juvenile essays with the most marked attention and 
patience, and criticised them with the most unafFect<» 
ed candour. Such young men as were distinguished 
for their good dispositions, and gave tokens of genius, 
became the peculiar objects of his regard. This pa* 
ternal care was not only extended to them during 
the term of their attendance at college, but was also 
testified upon every future occasion, whenever he 
had an opportunity of rendering them any service. 
By the prudence and propriety of his conduct, as the 
he^d of the university, he gained the esteem and af* 
fection ,of all. 

Dr Wishart was not only intimately acqlkinted 
with the classics, but his knowledge of the writings 
of those modern authors who are distinguished for 
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the purity 'of ^their Latin st]f1t^, y^ns irery pMmshtA 
Among theses the celebrated dr^lpgue of tlie ammUt; 
Init unfortunate Florence Wilson^ or Volusenus^ De, 
Animi TrMquiUitate^ was niuch admired by hin^aslt 
lias been by every lover of the Socratic school, and of 
elegant latinity, who has perused it. The Do^ctor, 
when residing in London, had formed an intimacy 
V^ith mostof the literary characters in the metropolis. 
Among others, he seems to have been in habits of 
the most unreserved friendship with Dr John Wardi^ 
one of the professors of Gresham pollege, and author 
bf a treatise on oratory. When the Principal had 
determined to reprint Voliisenw, Dr War^ prefixed a 
letter to the edition, in which he modestly, but with 
great justice, d^3cribes Pr Wishart's character and 
zeal for the improvement of the students under his 
care.' In 1743, he also published Emesti's Preface 
to his edition of Cicero. 

Dr Wishart'S zeal tp promote the cause of litera- 
ture was not confined within the walls of his college, 
lie was ever ready* to join in the mpst hearty co- 
operation with tho^e who cultivated letters. Classi- 
cal learning wa^ then taught in the schools and uni'* 
versities with cpnsid^rable success; but little atten*- 
tion had been paid by the Scotish literati to the cul* 
tivation of a good English style. From the time of 
the accession of James to the throne of En^land^ 
ScotiA authors had avowedly proposed to imi- 
tate their more southern neighbours in their Ian* 
guage; b^t many causes concurred to pveve^t this 
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ftam taking full effect for mote than a century. Tht 
nstfoii, during the whole of that periodi was' cotivul- 
9ed by internal commotions, and the public mind so 
disfk-actedy that little leisure was afforded for s^ch 
Jcind of studies. After the union, however, and when 
the minds of men had time to recover from the agi- 
tation of the rebellion of 171Si the examples which 
}iad been given in England began to exercise their 
attention, and become the objects of their imitation^ 
Associations of literary men began to be formed for 
this express purpose, whose mutijial intercourse sti* 
jiiulated each other. One of th^ earliest institutions 
of this kind was ** the Rahkenian Club,'^ so called 
from the name of the tavern-keeper in whose house 
they assembled. The gentlemen who composed it* 
$pent their hours of meeting in litel^ary conversation, 
makin;]; critical remarks on any new works of merit 
that were published ; or on the style, sentiment^ or 
manner, of authors of established reputation. One of 
their number w^s appointed to deliver an essay upon 
some prescribed subject at each meeting ; concern* 
ing the merits of which, every member was request* 
ed to give his opinion. Dr Wisbart was a very 
active member of this society ; and several of his 
colleagues united with him in promoting the laud« 
able object which they had in view, — their own 
mutual improvement. Among these were Messrs 

* A list of their names is inserted by the late Icrcl V/^odhousdee 
la hisLife of Lord Kames^ vol. i. Append* No. 8. 



3 1,4 Tue HrtToar ttf. ruz 



•.■ 1 



Hfcky, M'Laurin, Stevenson, and Sir Joba PringWi 
.all of wliom have been mentioned in the course 
of this history. This " club*' was formed so early 
as 1716 ; and it continued to assemble for nearly fifty 
years. The Principal was no Ilia eminent as a 
preacher than as an elegant scholar. The style and 
method of discourses from the pulpit in those days 
are well known. The early reformers found it ne* 
pessary, in self defence, to publish to the world the 
views they liad espoused concerning the speculative 
doctrines of the gospel ; and, in particular, to explain 
and confirm their sentiments respecting the points 
of dispute that existed between them and the Church 
of Rome. When they had once taken their ground, 
they were excluded from having it in their power 
ever after to retreat The most nice and intricate 
questions in theology were defined, and the precise 
boundaries between truth and error were ascertain- 
ed, with all the logical precision of which the com- 
pilers were capable, in order to anticipate the objec* 
tions of the abettors of the Church of Rome. This 
9namfestOf as it may be called, was originally in- 
tended as a simple exhibition of the opinions they 
held ; but they were not aware that they liad thus 
forged fetters for themselves and their posterity, from 
>vhich even the wisdom of ages could not enable 
them to escape. All the national reformed churches, 
in due time, eagerly followed their example. Scot- 
lapd, among the rest, had its confession^ as it was 
galled, and which, as the word intimates, contained 
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•n exposition of tl)e opioions maintained by its \n^ 
habitants. During that extraordinary period of 
British history, the time of the civil wars, an as* 
sembly was convoked at Westminsteri and deputies 
were sent from the Church of Scotland to assist in 
their deliberations. They compiled a system, drawn 
up with more ajbility and address than any otlier 
confession in use among the reformed. After the 
revolution of 1688, the doctrines of this book were 
confirmed by act of parliament, and the treatise 
itself established as a test of orthodoxy in Scotland. 
The theory of religion, whether true or false, as well 
as of any art or science, is much more susceptible of 
definition than the practice; or, in the language of 
theologians, the speculative doctrines of the gospel 
are much more easily arranged into a system than 
its moral precepts. Of course, it is much more easy 
to harangue an audience upon abstruse metaphysical 
questions in divinity, than to explain and enforce 
the practice of christian duties, by motives derived 
from truths which the Scriptures have revealed. 

The popular preachers in Scotland at the time that 
Dr Wishart began his ministry, chiefly discussed in 
public some part of the system, taking a dodtrine, 
upon the explanation and corroboration of which 
they entered with all the formality of a theological 
professor. A very great pix)portion of them made it 
a point to lecture through the Assembly's Larger 
Catechism ; but, if they did not attempt this for- 
midable enterprize, they substituted the Sbortc;r 
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Catechism in its stescd. Another class dealt eatirelf 
in allegory ; and the more fer-fetched the points of 
resemblance or dkferebce were, the common people 
went away the more pleased. In short, in whatever 
shape they delivered themselves, it was made to com* 
prehend a complete system of divinity. They began 
with the divine decrees, ai^d ended with the day 
of judgment. 

Pr Wishart was among the first, if not the very 
first, in Scotland who pursued a very di^rent course 
as a minister of the gospel. Possessed of a good 
taste in composition, an accurate judgment, an ex- 
cellent fund of natural sense, and tlieroughly mas« 
ter of his sublet as a divine, he determined to trace 
out a path opposite to that of most of his brethren. 
Whilst he avoided the vulgarities and technical 
phraseology which disfigured the sermons of the ge<^ 
nerality, he determined to combine as muck plain- 
ness, elegance, and useful illustration, in his dis« 
courses, as he possibly could ; and alb these he at^ 
tained in a high degree. He was at the same time 
distinguished, says the late excellent Dr Erskine, 
for " depth of thought, originality of genius, and 
the art of gaining attention ta the most commoQ 
and necessary subjects, by new reflections, illostta- 
tions, and arrangements.*' 

This valuable member of society died on the l^th 
May 1753. 

Mr Alexander Bain, professor of Scots law, hav* 
ing died about the beginning of 1.737, the patron^ 
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gave .intimatioti to the Faculty of Ad Voeates, who 4. 
presented two persons for their choice* These were 
Mr John Erskine and Mr James Balfour, advocates. 
They preferred the former to the office. This mode 
of election was settled by act of parliament, and 
the salary, which was L.100 sterling, was, by the 
same act, 9th of G,eorge I. payable out of a duty of 
tiv^ pennies Scots upon every pint of ale ajjd beer 
sold in the city of £diaburgh. A grant of this kind 
has from time to time been made to tlie magistrates 
of the city since the revolution of 1688. 

Mr Erskine entered upon the duties of his pro- 
fessorship with great ardour; and his lectures excit- 
ed such interest, that many more students repaired 
to his class than formerly. The text«book that he 
used for several years was M^Kenzie's Institntiom^ 
which had also been employed by his predecessor^ 
He afterwards, however, published one of his own^ 
some time about 1 7iS ; and found it much more agree- 
able to himself, and beneficial to his pupils, to adopt 
»n arrangement which he conceived to be more na- 
tural, and that permitted him to pursue the train of 
hfs own reflections. After having taught Scots law 
with great reputation for twenty*eight years, he re- 
signed his professorship in 1165 ^ and spent the re« 
mainder of his life in composing his system of Scot^ 
law ; which, however^ was not published till after 
his death, in 1773. It is still considered as a staa* 
dard book of the law of Scotland. 
,:;;Mr Erskine was father to the late and never-to- 
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1>e»forgotten Dr John Erskine, one of the ministers of 
Edinburgh, whose literary acquirements were of the 
very first order. Naturally possessed of an inquisitiire 
turn of mind, ardent in the pursuit of knowledge, 
he spent a long life in gratifying this passion. But 
« his good sense, united with the strong impressions of 
religion which he had received at a very early period, 
had taught him that, as a minister of the gospel, he 
ought not ** to lay 4ip his talent in a napkin.** But 
great intellectual endowments were not the only 
distinguishing features in Dr Erskine's character: 
He was candid, open, and ingenuous. His tone of 
thinking was truly liberal ; and perhaps no eminent 
man ever passed through life with less reproach, 
even from enemies, who were far from being gene* 
rous. The friendship which existed between him and 
Principal Robertson, and which he himself has so 
well pourtrayed, will long remain as a rare instance 
of fhe expression of genuine feeling. 

The manner in which the first professor of church 
history was appointed has been already explained y 
and that, from some political reason, now forgotten, 
the Town-council were never consulted upon the 
subject. After several ineffectual efforts to compel 
him to produce his commission, the matter was com- 
promised. It is impossible, however, to state all the 
particulars of this transaction, because (wliethei* 
through design or inadvertency I know not) there 
is no further notice taken of it in the records. When' 
Mr Crauford died, in 17379 the King presented Dr 



mntKtMt OP i«tirBtrROH. 9¥^ 

Bfttick Cttbmitig} who titnawr inducted to his ofRcc ' 
cWiitly aftrt tlie samc^maiitief as the oihet'rtgiki' 
ptofimon ve at this dayi The commrsston from 
the Hft^ is presented to thef Town-coanci!^ anrf' 
is received by them ; but it is alwAys under ' 
protest^ that the TotnHCoiincil, as patrobs 'bf the 
university, shall suffer no injury thereby. The 
person presented is installed in his office^ and 
introduced to the Senatus Jeademicus by the 
college baih'e, and is henceforth recognized as a 
member of the university. The misunderstanding 
which existed between the crown and tlie patrons 
at tlie time of the foundation of this professo^'shtp^ 
togftbef #itb the grosa ignorance of the agents of 
gol^srpHtfnt 'respecting the constitution of the col* 
iege, has ever since rendered the terms of the com- 
mission to be in direct opposition to what had been 
established from its foundation. He is expressly 
styled " second professor of divinity and ecclesiastic 
cal history." Now, the principal is ci* officio pri^ 
marius; and he whose business it is to teach divinity^ 
must, in a consistency with common sense, be con- 
sidered a second professor, independently of his office 
havii^ existed for more than a century before the 
other. So that the professor of ecclesiastical his* 
tory, iff the constitution of the university is to be 
regarded, is only third professor of divinity. The 
mistake at first arose from the ignorance of the per^* 
son who first drew out the commission ; and is of it- 
self not a matter of , much consequence. 

Dr Curpming gave lectures upon Jo. Alphonsi 
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Compendium Sistoria: Ecckiuutiae. He 
was a jnan of very extensive critical kiio#ledgei idid 
had good talents for business. He consequently 
took a»abtive part in the. I^usineis of the assembly, 
of which he was three times moderator. As a 
preach^r^ he is repl^ented as being equalled by few 
<^ in an easy, fluent^ neat, and elegant style." He 
resigned the chair, on the ]8th June 176^ in favour 
of his son Robert, who neveri as fur as I know^ de* 
livered any lectures. 
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Alstofa' ivail considerably older than ftfiy df them,, yet . 
ibe intimacy which he formed with yOung men of' 
genius at that seminary, contributed mucli to ex*'- 
tend his knowledge of physic ; and the broad basis 
upon which this friendship was founded, became the 
source of the most pleasing recollections during the' 
whole course of his life. Having takea his degree 
of doctor of physic, he returned tt> his native country, 
and coinmenced practising as a physician in Edin^* 
burgh. He appears to hiive cultivated botany long i 
before be went to Leyden i but the prelections of 
fioerhaave ri vetted more firmly his predilection 
for this elegant, and delightful study. Notwith* 
standing of his residence abroad, he still retained his 
office of being king^s botanist in Scotland; and,' 
consequently, made it his study to procure as many - 
seeds of rare plants as h^ possibly could. Botany 
was at this time more cultivated in Holland than in 
any other country of £urope. Indeed, medical 
science in general flourished in Holland ; for there 
W4I8 no branch of medical study which the fostering , 
care of Boerhaave did not improve. His public 
garden contained a store of plants unknown in this 
country; and though it must be confessed that^ 
during the greater part of the time that Mr Suthefw ^ 
land was professor of botany, care was taken to 
extend the collection, and cultivate diligently such 
plants as could be obtained; yet, partly i& con- 
sequence of his studies taking a totally diji|rent' 
direction, but chiefly through the infiilmities^^of old* 
age, little attention had been paid to the botanical 
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gardens. The curators at Leyden shewed Dr Alstotf 
every iDduigence, treated him in the most liberal 
manner, and supplied him with what they could 
spare, and he stood in need of. 

Upon his arrival in Scotland, he was elated with 
the prospect of the great improvements which he 
should be enabled to introduce in the cultivation of 
plants, both considered as an elegant amusement, 
and* as furnishing officinal plants which were em^ 
ployed in the materia medka^ That he gave in« 
structions at this time in botany in the king's garddn 
at Holyroodbouse, in 17S0, as is affirmed, seems to 
be very probable* But these botanical lessons had 
no connexion whatever with the university, for Mr 
Preston held the office of professor of botany for 
many years after that period; and I entertain little 
doubt that it was Preston who was the cause of so 
long time bavii^ elapsed before Dr Alston Was ap-» 
pointed a professor in the university. Preston was 
now in extreme iAd age j had been long unable to 
give any lessons on botany, and the Edinburgh medi'^ 
cal school still required the addition of lectures 
u|Km that subject, as well as on th^ materia , medica^ 
before it could be considered as in any degree com-^ 
plete. This had been long observed by the patrons ; 
but, in cons^uence of the intervention of some ob- 
stacle or another, effectual means were never taken 
to correct it. At last, in 1738, '^ The council, 
considering that, were a professor of medicine and 
botany elected and installed in the city's coUegCi it 
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would In a great measure contribute to the advance^ 
oient of leamingi as well as to the interest and benefit 
of the city ; and that it is necessary to make choice 
pf a person who is well qualified to discharge the 
duties of such ; thej^ therefore, appoint Dr Charles 
Alston,'' &c. * This was in the month of March. 
He commenced his first course of botany in the sub- 
sequent May, and the maieria medica in Novemi^ 
her ; and, during the twenty-two years that he was 
a professor, regularly delivered two courses, one (m 
each of these subjects, every year. 
'■*■ 'Dr Alston was exceedingly laborftous in the dis* 
charge of his public duty as a professor ; and ^is* 
covered the greatest anxiety to afford to the students 
all the facilities in his power to aid them in their 
progress. The late celebrated Dr Fothergill, who 
had been his pupil, bears ample testimony to the 
assiduity of his old master ; and describes in glowing 
language the benefit which those who attended him 
had the means of reaptng,-r-his caution in specula- 
tion, and how laborious he was in experiment, f 

As soon as he was advanced to be a professor, he 
began to devise means by which he might render his 
lectures more interesting and useful to the students. 
For this purpose, in less than two years, he published 
an index of' the plants, especially the ofllicinal plants 
demonstrated to students in the Edinburgh medical 

• 
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t Fotberi^llV Ess. on Ae Character of Dr Russell. 
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gardeo. This vras evidently intended m a text^book ] 
andy in order to be successfully taught, there is no 
acience which more requires the asaistirnce of one« 
llie names of the plants are of foreign derivation, 
which, though no obstacle to. some, yet, to the 
generality^ present formidable difficulties* Such an 
index also aids th^ memory greatly ; and its good 
^ects are most sensibly felt at this day: But it 
ttust ^ave been much^ more indispensible when C|r 
Alston published* The works of Linnsus were 
hardly known even to the learned ; and his method 
and dpctrineilPere strenuously opposed by almost 
all the philosophers who cultivated botany, and, as 
we shall find, by Dr Alston among the rest So that 
little or no methodical arrangement was regarded. 

It is a singular circumstance, and ought to be 
mentioned to the honour of Scotland, that the first 
person wha ever made the attempt to reduce botany 
to' a science was Dr Robert Morison. a native of 
Aberdeen, and born in 1620. He was warmly 
attached to Charles I. and, as a royalist, had taken 
tip arms in the cause. This rendered it expedient for 
bim to leave his native country, and repair to Paris; 
where he distinguished himself so muqh by his natu* 
ral knowledge, as to be recommended by M. Robins^ 
the king's botanist, to the Duke of Orleans, and 
Was ap[X)inted superintendant of the Duke's fine 
garden at Blois. Upon the death of his patron, he 
was, in 1660, advanced to be royal professor of 
^tany j and, in 1669, botapical professor at Oxford. 
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where he died, in 1683* it was hiis labours that 
directed the attention of Ray and others, in Englandi 
30 strongly to botany. T he works of these eimnent 
men ^ere not neglected in Scotland* Sir Robert 
Sibbald and Mr Sutherland, with some few associ*- 
ates, were, as we have shewn, indefatigable in the 
study of botany, and excellent practical gardenerSt^ 
Dr Charles Preston, wiio succeeded them, was als6 
very diligent in giving ledsons on botany^ It was 
in this school that Dr Alston himself received his 
education. Ther« were other Scotsmen of the sami 
standing with hi«iself, aTKi bred under the same 
master, who stt that time possessed a great taste for 
botany, and afterwards dii^tinguished themselves by 
their proficiency in the science. By ifiw the most 
eminent of these was Dr Patrick Blair; 

The history of this eminent philosopher has been ' 
most unaccountab>ly neglected in Scotland. Tht 
earliest allusion that I have been able to ^discover in 
regard to him is an advertisement in the Edinburgh 
Gazette, fer the 29th September 1701, in which he 
proposes to publish a '^ Manuductio ad Anatomiam^ 
or a plain and easy method of dissecting, preparing, 
or preserving, all the parts of the body of man, either 
for public demonstration, or the satisfaction of 
private curiosity.** He designates himself surgeon- 
apothecary in Dundee; and subjoins, that the work 
is now ready for the press, which, upon suitable 
encouragement, will shortly be published ; and that 
he had circulated printed proposals. I have not 
b^en able to ascertain whether that work was ever 
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published. . The first thing that hrought him mt«, 
notice and very early rendered his name fitmiliar tQ 
the philosophers of Eurppe^ w^s his dissection of « 
female elephant^ that died near Dundee, ip 1706, ap 
account of which he sent to the Royal Society of 
London; and, to this day, it contains almost the 
only accurate anatomy of this singular animal 
which we as yet possess* Through the patronage of 
Sir Hans Sloane and Dr ^rbuthnot^ he appears ta 
have been induced to repair to London, and attempt 
to get into practice there. )ie afterwards removed 
to Boston, in LiQcplnshire, wliere he renewed his 
botanical studies, and cqiitributed considerably to the 
advancement of the scjence in Great Britain. His 
Pharmaco^^tanplogia was published at London in 
1723. We are iqformedi in the preface, that this 
work had received the approbation of Dr Charles 
Preston, his old i^astert and professor of botany at 
Edinburgh; and that this encouraged him to present 
it to Sir Hans Sloane, who also appraved of it; but 
when he offered it to the booksellers, their " sto- 
machs,-' he informs us, ** werQ so glutted with Mr 
Bay's botanical Latin writings, that nothing on that 
subject, apd vfi that language, would go down with 
them.'' It ^as therefore published in English ii^ 
Decads* How far he proceeded se^s not to he 
ascertained.* |n the subsequent year, he published 

* Haller^s words are :— ^^ Meum exemplar in Hedcra destnit, e| 
una pauciorem partem babet Seguier, ut credam ibi opus ^brup^ 
(urn ftti8se»r^Bocrb« Metb. Stud. p. 2!^7t. 



UNirKESITY OP EDIKBUaOH* 9S9 

his IndtJ^ Materia M^ka^ which resembles Dr 
Alston's treatise much more than any other on tfa^ 
subject that had then been printed in this country. 
In order to promote the study of botany am^uig the 
fttidents at EdinBbrghi Dr Alston printed, for their 
usei in 1753» an introduction to it« which he entitled^ 
Ifyrocinium potankum Edinburgtme. 

Of all the subjects to which the attention of philo* 
sophers has been directed, physiology has made the 
least progress. That a striking analogy exists her 
t^een animal and vegetable nature, |s so obvious^ 
9S to have been remarked by mankind from the 
earliest ages. AH animals are divided into two sexes« 
It is, therefore, wonderful, that no attempt seems to 
have hc^n made by the ancients to transfer similar 
distinctions to plants. Though they speak frequent- 
ly of male and female trees, yet it is in a very vague 
and general manner. They had no knowledge of 
the m^le and female prgans of plants. . The first 
person who suggested the real use of the sexual or- 
gans was Sir Thomas MiUington, Savilian profes* 
sor at Oxford* The idea was cherished by Grew, 
Ray, Blair, and others ; and it forms the foundation 
of the Linna^n system. Among the early opponents 
of this system was Dr Alston ; and> in doing so, he 
acted a-similar part with the greater number of the 
most eminent botanists in Evrope. It is sufficient 
to mention Sir Hans Sloane and Dillenius. linnsus 
first published his work in 1736; and these persons 
were too old, and too much confirmed in their es^rly 
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prejudicesi to listen calmly to one, whose writings, 
as they conceiyed, confounded the whole botanic 
system* Dr Alston'lEi paper is entitled '^ of the Sexes 
of PItfnts ;" atid forms the ninth article of the firsl 
volume of the Phymcsll and Literary Essay s, which 
was published at Edinburgh in 1751. His objec* 
tions are by no means captious; yet, thdugh he dods 
not expressly profess it, there can be little doubt 
that it was designed as an indirect thrust at the 
novel system of the great Swedish naturalist. As 
this system is now allowed to be placed upon the 
most solid foundation, it is unnecessary to give an 
account of Dr Alston's reasoning. He contributed 
several papers also to the Medical Essays, the most 
important of which is that on opium; and, in a 
separate pamphlet, he entered at great length into 
the properties of quick^^iime and lime-water,^which 
shall be noticed afterwards. 

Dr Alston died Upon the 8fid November 1760, in 
the seventy-seventh year of his agei 

The nature of Mr Gibson's appointment to be 
city professor of midwifefy, and the circumstances 
which accompanied it, have been mentioned already* 
Upon his death, in 1799, he was succeeded, on the 
14th December, of the same year, • by Mr Robert 
Smith ; but the commission he received was more 
ample than that of his predecessor, being thereby 
constituted a member of the Senatia AMdemkm4^ 
He was consequently the first who was chosen 
*' professor of midwifery iii this city'& college^ with 
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fowet to Toim to profess and teach the said art in 
^km ^aid coUege, and within the city, liberties, and 
privileges thereof, on -as large an extent as it is taught 
m any city or place where this profession is insti- 
ttttcdi or as the said Joseph Gibson did profess and 
teach the sape, and with the same privileges and 
immunities which the other professors in the said 
poltege do enjoy, or that are known to appertain to 
a i^rofessor of midwifery in any other well regulated 
city or place.*' * The other clauses of the commis* 
•ion are exactly the same with Mr Gibson's, in re- 
gard to instructing midwives, Sec. Mr Smith held 
this professorship about seventeen years* 

.Mr Colin Drummond, professor of Greek, of whom 
we have taken notice more than once, being unable 
to undergo the fatigue of teaching, the patrons ap- 
pointed Mr Robert Law (son of Mr William Law of 
3^1vingston, who had taught the moral philosophy 
plass for many years) as his assistant and successor, 
upon the 26th July 1738. The university, how- 
ever, enjoyed the benefit of the labours of this ex- 
cellent young man for a very short time. He only 
taught for three sessions, being cut off in the prime 
of life, by a rapid consumption, which set all medi- 
cal aid at defiance. In consequence of this melan- 
choly event, Mr Robert Hunter was preferred to the 
Greek chair on 9th December 174 K The character 
and abilities of this gentleman were well known to 
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the Town*council. The reason assigned for his elec? 
tion 18, ^' because he has taught Greek privatdji 
with great applause, for several years,* ♦ Being a 
student of divinity, or rather, if I mistake HOti at 
this time a preacher of the gospel, he had privately 
assisted in their studies young gentlemen who atr 
tended the high-school or university, and thus sup? 
ported himself during the term of his own college 
course;. In process of time, upon a vacancy occiir-» 
ring in George Heriot's hospital, of which the ma* 
gistrates and ministers of Edinburgh are ^he gover* 
fiors, he was appointed one of the teachers of that 
institution* The manner in which he acquitted hini^ 
self in that situation, could not fail to be well 
known to the patrons; and> receiving their approba* 
tion, he was elected professor^f the Greek language. 
He discharged the duties of this office with great 
credit for the iMig period of thirty-one years, when 
he felt it necessary to call in the aid of an assistant 
This he did in December 1772* He was distinguish? 
ed for bestowing the greatest pains and labour upon 
the students, and in talking particular (pare that tbey 
should be well grounded in the elements, the genoi: 
rality of young men who entered the first Greek 
class possessing no previous knowledge of the Ian* 
guage. His acquaintance both with Greek and 
Latin was very accurate ; and, in the course of his obp 
(Nervations upon the authors which were read, he i|i&* 

* OouQc. Regjst. ^/. aM. 
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CDTered the most profound skill, and intimate fkmi^ 
Itirity with all the niceties of the language. These 
i^emarks were delivered in so condescending and 
i^;reeafale a manner^ that he was a great favourite 
with his pupils, and uniyersally esteemed as a most 
umIuI professor. 

Mr John Kef, the professor of humanityi, died 
within a few days of Mr Law. There was at first ' 
every appearance of ia very keen contest comment 
dng between the two candidates for the chair. These 
were Mr Foulis and Mr George Stewart. I know 
very little of the history of either. The former wa» 
1 relation of the Foulis's of Glasgow, in whose fa^ 
mily there existed a great deal of talent ; but whether 
this person had any share of the merit which is just« 
ly connected with various editions of the Greek and 
Roman classics that issued from their press, I can* 
not affirm with any certainty. There were several 
members of that family, who were not only excellent' 
classical scholars, but also possessed an admirable 
taste in the fine arts, in painting, sculpture, and sta« 
tuary. They even proposed to found a school ia 
Scotland for the cultivation of the fine arts ; and iDa« 
terially injured their private fortune by the at^ 
tempt. Mr Stewart was designed for the church ; 
but whether he ever took liceuce as a preacher I 
cannot affirm. His brother, Alexander, was, for a 
considerable number of years, one of the ministers of 
the West Church of Edinburgh. 

When these gentlemen started as candidates, the 
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patrons^ and those public bodies who have the right 
of presentatioDi publicly declared that' he who shpolcl 
prove that he was best qualified should be preferred* 
The utmost regard was paid to the private testtmoA 
uials which they both produced of moral character^ 
and of their classical attainments; but the judges 
determined to form an opinion for themselves. It 
will be rememberedi that the professor of humaioity 
is chosen by deputies from the Lords of Session, the 
Faculty of Advocates, the Writers to the Signet, and 
the Town-council of Edinburgh. The LorSs ap« 
pointed, as their commissioners, Andrew Fletcher of 
Milton, Lord Justice-Cierk, and Sir Gilbert £iliot^ 
Lord Minto; the Advocates^ their Dean of Facul^ 
ty, J. Graham, Esquire, who was ilfterwards 'Lord 
Easdale; the .Writers to the Signet, A. 'M^Mitlarn^ 
Esquire, Depute Keeper of the Signet ; and Ite 
Magistrates of Edinbui^h, Bailie Sandilands and 
Deacon Bosweih A committee from the uniwrsitjr 
and the clergy of the city are always invited to I* 
present on such occasions, though they have no votei 
Notwithstanding the keennesa with which ifotfa 
candidates had carried on the canvass, when tb^' 
electors and the judges had assembled in bne of' the! 
apartments of the Advocates Library, to decide iip^ 
on the business, the tWo candidates, who were ill 
an anti<«chamber, waiting to be called, agreed id 
transmit a message to the electors, stating, that each 
believed the other to be quahiied ; and that they were 
rather inclined to refer it to^their own choicei with- 
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cut putting them to any additional trouUe. Afttor 
some deliberatioHi this was agreed to ; and the ootn* 
parative trial did not proceed. The coqimissioneni' 
iiom the Lords of Session and the Town-council' 
voted for Mr Stewart; the Dean of Faculty and De^ 
pute Keeper of the Signet for Mr Foulis ; so that the 
former was declared duly elected. He accordingly 
entered upon the exercise of his office upon die l6tb 
December 1741. 

Mr Stewart is universally allowed to haye been 
^pi I eminently skilled in the learned languages. Pos-^ 
,p ^ I sessed of an ardent impetuous temper, whatever he 
conceived, he conceived strongly ; and, in the course 
of hia iUostrations of the classics, hb pupils repr6» 
sent bind to have discovered great fire and aninia- 
tion, and to have taken a bold and striking view 
1^ any subject winch came under his notice. Hi» 
knowledge of Roman antiquities was accurate and 
extensive ; and he omitted no opportunity of throw* 
iag light upon such difficult passages as* occurred, 
by a reference to the manners and customs of that 
celebrated people* Not contented with giving a 
faithful translation of his authm-, and analyzing 
grammatically the lesson which was read^ he en» 
teied thoroughly into the philosophy o£ the pas* 
sage^ if that seemed necessary ; and strained every 
nerve to kindle in the minds of the youth the same 
passionate admiration of the writings of the classics 
which he himself possessed in so eminent a degree. 

The comi^exion of his mind was pretty similar 
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to tl^t of his SOD, the late Dr Gilbert Stewart, ho 
veil known in the literary world. He fortunately had 
none of his gro^ imprudence or irregularities 
which brought his infatuated son to a premature 
gnre, being cut off in tlie prime of life» i^hen onl j 
forty-three years of agei Professor Stewart wa* 
ailway^ understood to have been long engaged in 
compiling a dictionary of the Latin language ; and 
it is now many years since I recollect some off hi^ 
most intimate friends giving out> tbait whiit pre- 
vented him from gdingtd ptesis, was a new edition 
of Ainsworth which had just been published. B6 
that as it may, the public have never been favoured 
with it ; and, after a good deal of inqofipip^t I have 
not been able to learn in whose handr^he inanu^ 
sbript now remains. He died at a hodjb^lle had 
long possessed near to Mus^lburgh, upon the 18th 
June 1793, having been a member of the university 
of Edinburgh foi* fifty-two years. 

Sir Robert Stewart had been desirous for some 
time to- have his son joined with him in the profes- 
sorship of natural philosophj^. This was at last ef* 
fected, upon the 1st September 1742. It was, how- 
ever, attended with considerable difficulty. Tbe 
patrons were unwilling that professorships should be 
considered as hereditary in any family ; and had 
very properly resolved, that the only quaiificatioa 
to which they would pay any regard, should be th^ 
ability of the candidate to perform the duties of thff^ 
office. ' The views of his son, John Stewart, had 
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DCen directed to medicine ; and he either then was 
a doctbr of physic, or Was admitted to that degree a 
shdrt time rfrer, for we soon find him a fellow of the 
Edinburgh Royal College of Physicians, and prac- 
tising physic in that city. 

The most distant hint was nevi^r gi\^en, as far as I 
know, from which it could be inferred that the 
patrons entertained some secret suspicioa that he 
was not properly qualified to teach natural philoso* 
phy. They determined, nevertheless, to proceed in 
the most regular and cautious manner. They ap* 
pointed a committee to examine him in their own 
presence, and in that of the city ministers. The 
committee were satisfied ; and, the aoisamentum of the 
clergy being also taken, he was elected conjunct pro« 
fessor of natural philosophy with hia father. 

The Medical Society of £dinburgh| which began 
to hold their meetings in 17S1, had published 
six volumes of their transactions, which were very 
favourably received by the public Indeed, it is 
to this day considered as a standard work. It not 
only contributed to improve the mode of practice in 
surgery and medicine, but its publication was one of 
the chief causes of extending the fame of the uni- 
versity as an admirable medical school. In conse* 
quence of which, many foreigners repaired to £din« 
burgh; and British subjects, instead of going abroad, 
gave the preference to the schools of their native 
country. 

The celebrated M'Laurin, whose ardour in the 

Vol. II. Y 
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prosecution' of knowledge of every kind was nevt^ 
surpassed, proposed to Dr Monro^ and some other 
of his colleagues in the university, who were the lead- 
ing members in the Medical Society, that they 
should extend their plan ; and, instead of confining 
it to medicine, that it should embrace every object 
of natural science, and also include every species 
of literary' discussion, excepting what related to 
theology, morals, and politics.''^ This proposal was 
readily received. Many new members were incor- 
porated into this new association, which assumed a 
new name, \it. that of The Pkilosophicai Society in^ 
Edinburgh^ 'f his arrangement took place in 1739 ;. 
and the first secretaries were Professor M^Laurin 
and Dr Plummen The society commenced their 
labours with great spirit, continued their exertions* 
fbr several years, and had collected as many papers 
as would have formed a v<dume, and were fit to be 
printed. The rebellion of 1745, however, breaking 
out soon after, and the death of Mr M^Laurin, in 
whose custody the papers were, interrupted the pro- 
gress of the publication, as well as the regular meet-" 
ings of the society. Mr M^Laurin's papers were 
transmitted to London upon his decease '; and, among 
the rest, the transactions of the Philosophical S(k 
ciety, A great number of these were lost; and it 
was with considerable difficulty that any of tiiem' 
were recovered^ 

^ Preface to Pliysical and latei&iy Essays* 



Dr Stewart appears to have been an early mem- 
Iber of this society, and contributed one paper, whicK 
he entitled, " Some Remarks on the Laws of Motion, 
and the Inertia of Matter/^ That extraordinary 
man, Lord Kames, had joined these philosophers ; and 
though his studies in general had liKle relation to 
physical science, yet the riatural activity of his mind 
led him to speculate upon the laws of motion, and 
present his thoughts to the society. The discussion 
is altogether metaphysical '; and is much more in- 
getridlis than solid* It was the means, however, of 
callibg the attention of several of the members to 
the subject, and, among the rest, Dr Stewart. His 
paper contains a very good specimen of his abilities, 
and acquaintance With the writings of others upon 
that question ; but it would be improper to attempt an 
abridgment of it in this place. He died upon the 
12th May 1759. 

We formerly mentioned, that Dr Pringle trans- 
mitted to the patrons a letter, containing the resig- 
nation of his office as professor of moral philosophy, 
upon 27th March 1745. The class had been taught 
for three years by Mr William Cleghorn, A. M. who, 
though only twenty-five years of age when he first 
undertook the task, had acquitted himself much to 
the satisfaction of all parties. The patrons immedi- 
ately resolved, that as the session was drawing to a^ 
close, he should continue to teach the class, *' that 
the students may have no cause for complaint; and 

Y 2 
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that, ia the meantime, the council may have under' 
their consideration the supplying the said office 
with an able and well qualified person."* How they 
did not at this time offer it to Mr CleghorUi I know 
not : for, upon 3d of Aprii, ^ presentation to the pro- 
fessorship was transmitted to the celebrated Dr 
Francis Hutcheson of Glasgow. Tliis eminent phi<» 
losopher was at that time in the zenith of his repu<* 
tation. The popularity and eloquence of his lec- 
tures had contributed materially to the prosperity 
of Glasgow as a seminary of education ; and not only 
his colleagues, but the city itself, considered him as 
its chief ornament. His father was a dissenting 
presbyterian clergyman in the north of Ireland ; and 
he was born upon the 8th August 1^4. Being early 
destined for a clergyman, he was sent to the univer-^ 
sity of Glasgow, f He afterwards obtained a church 
in Dublin ; and opened a private academy, for the 
purpose of instructing young gentlemen in the Ian- 
guages and philosophy. While engaged in Ais la* 

* CouDC« Regist. af, an* 

t Vid. Dr Leechraan's Life of l)r Hutcheson, prefixed to the Sys« 
tern of Moral Philosophy. This was a posthumous work. Jt was 
published by his son, a doctor of physic, in two volumes 4to, in 
17^5* Dr Hutcheson, in his lifetime, had published in Latin a 
short introduction to moral philosophyt containing the elements of 
ethics and the law of naturer He translated this work himself in-* 
to English; land it also was published a very short time after his 
death* 
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borious occupation, he published his Inquiry into 
the Nature of Beauty, which soon attracted the at- 
tention of the public. Upon the death of the ex* 
celient Mr Gershom Carmichael, in 1729> the College 
of Glasgow, who were well aware of his talents and 
acquirements, preferred their old Alumnus to the va- 
cant chair. 

MHien Dr Hutcheson received official information 
of his being elected professor of moral philosophy in 
the university of Edinburgh, he returned an immedi- 
ate answer to the patrons, declining in the most po- 
lite manner the acceptance of thair very flattering 
offer. He informed them, that he had heard, pre- 
viously to the receipt of their letter, wh^t were the 
intentions of his wellwish^rs in Edinburgh \ but that^ 
from the first, his determination had been taken to 
remain where he was. He mentioned also, that, at 
his time of life, he considered the measure which 
was proposed as altogether unadviseable. Dr Hut- 
cheson was not an old man when he wrote this let- 
ter ; he was only in his fifty^first year ; but he felt the 
infirmities of premature old age even then, and died 

in 1747. 

Though the patrons had lost no time in electing 
Dr Hutcheson, as being probably what had been re- 
solved on for several years, they were not precipi- 
tate in appointing another. Mr Cleghorn, who had 
so ably performed the duties of the class, had un- 
doubtedly the best title to the succession ; and, after 
mature deliberationi he was chosen upon the 5th 
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June 1745.* He was the son of Mr Hugh Oleg- 
horiii merchant in Edinburgh; and was employed by 
Dr Pringle, with the concurrence of the To>jrn-povn- 
cil, to teacb . his class. lie wa^ of ft vf ry delicate 
constitution. His death happened ^t Odinburglif 
upon the 2j3d -/^ijgust 1754, in the thirty-sixth yeajr 
of his age, after a tedious illness, f Two days be- 
fore his deatlij, Mr Cleghorn sent the fqllpwing let- 
ter to the Lord Provost, 

" Edinburgh^ ^Ist Augtsst 1754f 
" MY.LouD,-r4s I am in such a declining statp 
of health, that 1 have no prospect of being ever 
again capable to discharge tW duty of ray office in 
the university, I take this way of signifying to your 
Lordship, and the Honourable Magistrates and Tpwn- 
council, that I do siipply and absolutely resign in- 
to your and their. hand^ my said office; and humbly 
thanking your Lordship, and my other patrons, for 
the indulgence and tenderness yqu h^ve shewn me 
during my long indisipQsition.:|;" 

He died before the Lord Provost had an opportu-r 
jnity of presenting it to the council. 

* It was on thi^ occasion tliat the celebrated David Hum^ solicit- 
^d the chair of moral philosophy ; hut th^ philosophical, theories b^ 
had already published' constituted a complete barrier to his success. 

t Scots Mag. vol. xyl. p. 404. 

X Counc. Regfet. 
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He never appears to have published any thing ; 
but his colleagues and contemporaries considered 
bun as a young man of the most promising talents ; 
and were not slow in declaring it as their opinioUi 
that, by his decease, the university had sustained a 
loss which would not soon be repaired 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 



The Rebellion 1745— Dr Robert Whytt—Mr MaU 
thew Stewart'^Mr fFilliam Dawson — Dr Jama 
Robertson — Dr Hamilton. 

The rebellion of 1745 interrupted for some time 
the literary business of the country, as well as almost 
every other species of employmenti excepting politics 
and a civil wan The subsequent year was rather 
worse; because, though the rebels were totally de- 
feated at Culloden, great numbers of the nobility 
and gentry were attainted, lists of their names pub- 
lished, and rewards offered for their apprehension.* 
In a state of such distraction, it is not to be wonder* 
ed at if the studies of the youth sustained a consi- 
derable interruption. When internal quiet was r^ 
stored, the patrons directed their attention to the 
university ; and as Dr Innes had in the meantime 
died, they proceeded to the election of a successor. 
The person upon whom their choice fell was Dr 

* In the course of this unhappy rebellion, there were 21 S fen* 
tenced, 76 executed, and 142 reprieved.— Scots Magt 17^7»P»65U 
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Kobert Whytt. This gentleman had taught for 
some time in the college, and supplied the place of 
Dr Innes as professor of the institutes of medicine ; 
*• and had given universal content to all the gentle- 
men learned in that science."* He was elected to 
be professor both of the theory and practice of medi- 
cine, upon the S6th August 1747* 

Dr Whytt was bom at Edinburgh, upon the 6th 
September 1714, and was the son of Robert Whytt, 
Esquire, of Bennochy, advocate. He was a posthu- 
mous child, his father having died six months before 
he was born. He was unfortunate also in losing his 
mother at a very tender age ; for she died before he 
was seven years old. I am not informed who had 
the charge of his education ; but he was sent to the 
university of St Andrews, and went through the re^ 
gular course of study there. He made early profi- 
ciency at that seminary, and distinguished himself 
among his fellow students, by his ardour and appli- 
cation to study. Having taken his degree of mas- 
ter of arts, he repaired to Edinburgh, when about 
sixteen years of age* Having chosen medicine as 
his profession, he entered himself a student under 
Mr Monro ; and, in due time, attended the preleo 
tions of the other medical professors. Being possess- 
^d of a private fortune, and enthusiastically attached 
to medical science, he determined to avail himself of 
the advantages that were to be derived from attend- 

* Counc. Resist 
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htg the London schools of medicine, and some of tbpi 
abroad, before be commenced practising as a phyi 
cian. 

Through the recommendation of Monro, be b 
€;amea pupil of Cheseldeu, whose reputation was no 
so firmly established, as to be universally allowed 
be at the head of his profession as a surgeon^ ai 
Tcry eminent as a lecturer on anatomy. He diligei 
]y attended the London hospitals ; made himself m 
ter of the modes of practice in tliose excellent, sei 
naries of instruction ; and, in the subsequent autur 
set out for Paris, which was at that time the g? 
school for surgery. Here he not only attended 
public lectures and private dissections of the c 
brated Winslow, but also the lectures given 
UEcole des Medecins, and was present at the v- 
of the physici&us and surgeons of La CkmHi 
L^ Hotel Dim. He had determined to spend 
ensuing winter in Holland; and therefbce dire' 

■ 

bis course to Leydea, the celebrity of wiiosc^ |nrr -« 
sors was spread over all £urope. The great Atb ^ 
was then in the prime of life, and ardently ipmm^ 
that illustrious career, Which has 
him the well«eamed title of being tbet^ 
tomists. Boerhaave was now adras 
crowned with riches and honours, bun 
faculties unimpaired. He studied uoli 
masters ; and took hb degree of doct^ 
Rheims,* in 1736* Upon returning 
country, his Alma Mater, the universi 
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drewsy without any application on his part, conferred 
upon him the same medical honour. In 17379 he 
was admitted a licentiate of the Edinburgh Royal 
College, of Physicians; and began to practise at 
Edinburgh immediately. He was very early intro- 
duced into an extensive practice; for which he was 
00 doubt considerably indebted to his own family 
connexions, and being known to be in very easy 
circumstances ; but his own merits and the acknow« 
Jedgcd superiority of his talents and acquirements, 
were what principally conduced to bring him into 
notice. 

Before Dr Whytt was advanced to be a professor, 
he published, in the Medical Essays, a paper on the 
virtues of lime water in the cure of the stone. This 
was in 1743. The attention of the public had been 
strongly directed to cures for the stone. Mrs Joan- 
Da Stephens was the vender bf a medicine^ which, 
when used according to her prescriptions, laid claim 
to cure all c^/c2/^2^^. complaints. Multitudes either 
actually received, or imagined they received, great 
benefit by following her regimen. The medicine be- 
came very popular; but as it was expensive, conse« 
quently beyond the reach of the poor, and of acknow- 
ledged reputation, government generously offered to 
give her a remuneration if she would publish the 
secret, provided that certain trustees, who were 
t»entioned, should give it as tlieir opinion tliat it was 
really valuable. They returned a favourable report ; 
^nd, accordingly, in 173ft the proprietor of the 
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inedicine received, by act of parliament/ five tboa-* 
sand pounds sterling for making a proper discovery 
of the mode of preparing and administering the 
medicine. This was accordingly published in the 
London Gazette for the 19th June of the same yean 
It produced the effect of directing the' attention of 
all the medical men in Europe tOMrards observing its^ 
efficacy in their own practice. It was a very clumsy 
preparation; and a mere smattering of chemical 
affinity was sufficient to convince any one that the 
greater number of the substances employed in the 
preparation were tptally useless.* 

Dr Whytt, among others^ was fully persuaded of 
this ; and he annexed its chief value (for he readily 
aUowed it to possess some value) to the calcareous 
earth it contained. He, therefore, proposed lime- 
water as a substitute -^ and the propriety of his pro- 
posal he illustrates by many facts and reasonings, in 
a pretty long essay upon the subject. This publica- 
tion contributed in a high degree tp spread his fame. 
It went through three editions ; and ^he regimen 
was long prescribed to patients labouring undei[ that 
most distressing disease. It was the subject of some 
little dispute between Dr Alston and him, yrbick 
was not carried to any improper length, though the 
former laid claim to priority in the discovery. Mr 

* Sir Robert Walpole^ at well as his brother Horace Walpole, was 
troubled with the stoae. This was what brought Stepli^'s medicine 
iiuo great notice. 
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Horace Walpole^ and some other public characters, 
wrote accounts of their own case, and gave liberty 
to Dr Whyttto make them public. His practice, ia 
employing 4ime-water as a lithontriptic, was very 
hold. He not only prescribed it to be drunk liberally, 
and deduced rules for practice from the supposed 
efiects it produced^ but he subjected human calculi 
to a rigid examination, by exposing them to be acted 
upon by the urine of those who were in the habit of 
drinking lime-water. He even caused lime-water 
to be injected into the bladder of persons who were 
troubled with gravelish complaints ; from all of which 
be affirmed that its great use was clearly demon- 
strated. But whatever good effects his favourite 
medicine may be allowed to produce, its modus 
cperandif as explained by him, has been long ago 
exploded, as well as the humoral pathology which 
it involves. 

Dr Whytt*s greatest work, and that upon which 
his character as a physiplogist and a man of science 
chiefly depends, is his " Essay on the Vital and other 
Involuntary Motions of Animals." There is no 
science that has been more perplexed, or in regard 
to which ingenious philosophers have formed so 
many theories, as physiology. It has for its object 
tlie properties and functions of living animals. 
To explain these has exercised the ingenuity of 
mankind ever since they began to speculate upon 
human nature. All the sciences, both physical and 
metaphysical, have been laid under contribution ; 
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and yet it is astonishing bow little real progress has 
teen made. The truth is, that it appears to be a 
subject which the limited faculties of man are totally 
incapable of explaining. This, however, has not 
prevented speculative philosophers from inventing 
theories, by which the difficulties attending the in- 
vestigation of the animal functions may not only be 
removed, but the causes and manner in which these 
are produced are proposed to be explained. Aristotle 
and others had recourse to occult qualities andfacuh 
ties ; and they found multitudes who acquiesced in 
solutions which they gave. The now exploded 
doctrines of the older cfienlists were formerly con- 
sidered as affording satisfactory explanations of dif* 
Acuities which were very obvious, and maintained 
their popularity, till they were compelled to give * 
way to the mechanical philosophy of Newton ; whilst 
it again was succeeded by the adoption of a vital 
principle, which was triumphantly exhibited a» 
capable of explaining all the phenomena of life<^ 
Succeeding philosophers, objecting to this rheorjr^ 
adopted something which they named irrit ability J" 
and it also has found many advocates. 

Dr Whytt adopted the theory of Stahl, who as* 
cribed all the vital functions to the influence which 
the soul exercised over the body. Disease, as well as 
health, were equally produced by this active princi-J 
pie. According to Stahl, the rational soul formed and 
directed the structure of xhtfcetus in utero^ — ^it never 
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oessed to govern its own body, — it excited the cir- 
culation of the fluids, to prevent putrefaction,*-^and 
fcven, to correct the thickness of the blood, — and, in 
geseral, to produce proper motions, in onfer ta 
obviate the causes of diseases, although, on account 
of haUt, it was not conscious of it* This theory, 
which consists of a mere tissue of gratuitous assump* 
tions, was long popular in Germany, where it was 
invented ; was favourably received in Great Britaiik 
by physicians of considerable note, some of whom 
ascribed even sleep to an act of volition of the soul ; 
was patronized in Fmnce by such men as Sauvages, 
and had its abettors in Holland also« 

Hie leasding doctrines of this hypothesis of Stahl 
weredefelided in Scotland by Dr Porterfield and Dr 
ThomairSimson, before Dr Whytt published on the 
subject. They had, however, only touched upon it 
incidentally ; whereas he entered upon a formal in- 
vestigation, and studied to confirm the theory by 
very copious illustrations. He does not adopt the 
^hole of Stahl's system ; for he observes, " It is true 
that Stahl, by extending the influence of the soul, 
as a rational agent over the body, a great deal too 
far, has been the occasion why, for many years, it 
has been considered rather as a subject of ridicule^ 
than deserving a serious answer f^ and yet he states 
the proposition which he defends to be, " Tliat the 
vital motions of animals are directly owing to the 
immediate agency of the mind, or sentient princi«« 
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pie.''* I must confess that these two paragraptid 
appear to me to be altogether irrecoQcileable. 

The work, upon its first publication^ produced a 
great sensation in the medical worlds Many af- 
firmed that they were convinced by his reasonings 
of the truth of his theory. The ingenuity and ability 
of the author were admitted on all hands ; but it mcit 
with some very formidable opponents, of whom by far 
the most candid and able was the celebrated Haller. 
His great physiological work was not begun to be 
published till 1757; but he had already performed 
an immense number of experiments on different 
animals, which were given to the world in l^$4^, in 
the second volume of tlie Gottingen Tr^oiS&ictiQQs. 
So that both Haller and Whytt were at thetaime 
time busily engaged in similar physiological inquiries. 
The literary journals published in Great Britain 
had bestowed great praise on Whytt as an acute 
philosopher, and had analysed his book with an 
evident partiality to the^ theory he had adopted ; but 
it was treated with less ceremony on the continent. 
George H. had founded the university of Gottingen 
in 1734 ; and, in 1737i had procured some of the most 
illustrious professors in Europe to become professors 
ill it. A Royal Society was established there, of 
wliich Haller was first president, and the celebrated 
Michaclis first secretary. After two volumes of their 
Tii^nsactions were published, it was proposed that 

* Vital. Mot. p. 141. 
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we society shoulii engslge in another work, which 
should contain an account of such literary or scien«» 
tific works as might make their appearance from 
time to time. They entitled it Relatianes de Naoii 
Idim, and it was to be published quarterly. In the 
tiiird namber, a review of Dr Why tt's work appear- 
ied written by Haller himself. 

Haller praised the work ;^ but accuses the author 
of want of candouri and of iiaving tdo much imi<* 
tated the asperity of the Stahlian school ; places hisi 
own experiments in opposition to Whytt's; points 
Out the difficulty of proceeding by experiments ; 
shews that many of his postulates cantiot be granted^ 
not being consistent with fact ; and that the author 
is much better prepared to criticise the theories of 
others, than to substitute what is less objectionable^ 
in their stead. Whytt's systenl had made no pro* 
visiim l^ which the motion of aniihal fibre could be 
accounted for, without supposing the soul to be pre- 
sent in it, which is justly treated as grossly ah* 
surd.f 

This was only the cOmmencemeilt of the physio^ 

* His words are, — *^ Etiaipsi liber iste neque mote inagnus est, 
fi«qtte raritate ea« qua3 a privatis bibliothecis eom jubeat exsulare, 
Hon tamen illaudatum dimiUere visum est, quod nihil hactepus ao* 
curatius, aut speciosius pro ea secta dictum sit, quae ab anima cm- 
nes in corpore humano motus derivat," &c*— Relat. Fasc. 3. p» 155. 

f Dr Portezfield, though a pupil of the Stahlian school, after* 
wards treated this theory after a similar manner.— ^Porter, on the 
Eye, vol. i. p. 367} &c. 

Vol* IL z 
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logical controversies which were carried on betwcci* 
these two great men. It would certwnly be. inac** 
curate to affirm that either of the parties manifested 
great violence. But it would be equaUyiuncandid 
not to confess, that though both possessed too much 
good sense, as well as moral principle, to; allow a 
difference of opinion upon philosophical subjects to 
degenerate into personal invective, yet each was so 
tenacious of his own theories, as incidentally to make 
it appear that he felt the force of the criticisms of 
the otlier. This, indeed, was more discernible in 
theif' controversies respecting sensibility and irrita- 
bility. But we must refer ta the treatises them- 
selves; because, how interesting soever the sufagects 
may be, it would lead to discussions very foreign to 
our purpose. It may, however, be here observed, 
with propriety,, that these two very eminent phile— 
sophers possessed a. very diifeireat constitution oF 
mind; neither \yere their professional studies similar. 
The genius of Haller was perhaps more universal 
than that of any literary man of the last century ; 
his studies very miscellaneous ; and his reading pro- 
digious upon almost every subject : But his talents 
for systematic arrangement were perhaps inferior to 
9iany of his other great qualities. As an anatomist^ 
he was profound ; and had exercised himself more in* 
anatomical dissections than any other man that ever 
lived. Besides dissecting immense numbers of ani- 
ilials of all descriptions, he had dissected above six 
Siundred human bodies^ which seems to be almosJL 



incredible; and had acquired a store of kno>^ledge 
whicK was scarcely ever surpassed. Dr.Whytt was a 
^an of general literatiire ; and had studied the history 
bf medical science, and its collateral branches, with 
great care arfd success ; and Was well acquainted 
with whatever was knoivn in physic in hi^ day. Id 
anatomy, he was not nearly equal to Haller. This 
gave tb^ latter an advantage of which he made great 
use. Whytt was Haller's superior, however, in me- 
taphysical aciiteness, in the art of marshalling aii 
ilj^meilt^ and setting off his knowledge to the best 
advantage. His invention was fertile; and whilst, 
in many parts of his works, he discovers the greatest 
ingenuity in his reasoning, and the most dexterous 
art irt avoiding the force of an argument, yet it is not 
difficult to perceive that his ingenuity often misled 
him. The department of niedicine, too, assigned to 
him in the university, wh^h was teaching the theory 
or institutes of that science, naturally led him to 
speculate, in the manner he has employed in his 
works, much more freely than it is probable he would 
otherwise have done. He was naturally of a bold 
enterprizing turn of mind, and was extremely in^- 
terestrng as a public lecturer. His character as a 
medical pfhilosopher stood much higher on the conti-* 
nent than it did in his native country. His rela«» 
tions and friends have ascribed this to Dr Cullen 
(with what justice I know not), whom they hav6 re- 
presented as wishing to throw Dr Whytt in the 
shade. I do not recollect at this moment of CuUen 
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having mentioned him once in his works. One y^ . 
favourable opportunity he certainly omitted* . Whea 
remarking i|pon the theory of the vital ftinctiona by 
Stably he expressly names Poterfield and Siipson ia 
the pre&ce to his ** First Lines,'' but does not make 
tlie most distant allusion to Dr Wbytt. Thtf^e pbi« 
losophers were mere subalterns, if I may u^ auch 
an expression, in the defence of this theory ; awi only 
incidentally, and in a very general way, expressed 
tlieir opinions concerning it* But the great teiH 
dency of almost tlie whole of Dr Whytt's writic^ 
was to cotiiirm the hypotheses of Stahl ; and be un* 
questionaUy discovered, as its defender, superior phi<« 
losophical acuteness and reach of thought, aa well aa 
good writing, upon a very difficult 8ul:^ect, to any of 
his predecessors. 

After the publication of his great work, honoarf 
accumulated upon him very fast. Upon the l6th 
April 1752, he was elected a member of the Royal 
Society, principally through the recommendation of 
Sir John Pringle. In a short time after, be entered 
into a correspondence with Dr Pringle, respecting 
the case of Mr Walpole, which, as has been men-' 
tioned, he published. In 176], be was made first 
physician to his Majesty, an office which was creat* 
ed for him. In .1764, he was unanimously elected 
president of the Royal College of Physicians. 

He had previously to this been associated with Dr 
Monro and Dr Cullen as a clinical lecturer in the 
Royal Infirmary^ Perhaps no hospital was ever so 
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lippointed ; and it would be very difficult to deter- 
miiie to which of the three the superiority in that 
capacity ought to be ascribed. In 1762, he gave 
the most unequivocal proof of hid candour in regard 
to bis judgment respecting medical theory ; for he 
adopted that of the celebrated Gaubius, and new- 
modelled his lectures accordingly. This eminent 
professor died upon the 15th of April 1766, in the 
fifty-second year of his age. 

Mr M'Laurin's reputation as mathematical profes* 
sor stood so deservedly high, and he had excited 
such an interest in the minds of the students for the 
prosecution of the study of the mathematics,, that, 
upon his decease, the patrons were determined to 
procure if possible a successor worthy of him, Se^ 
veral persons of acknowledged eminence as mathema« 
ttcians became candidates. The Town«couucil, who 
were well apprized of the abilities of Mr Stirling, 
who then had the charge of the lead^mines at Lead«^ 
hills, offered it to him, apparently without having 
ever consulted him. This however he declined. The 
Reverend Matthew Stewart was known among his 
friends to be an excellent mathematician ; and hav^ 
ing published his General Theorems in the end of 
1746, the year in which Mr M'Laurin died, he ob* 
tained a decided superiority over all his competitors. 
He was accordingly inducted to the office upon the 
Slst October 1747. 

This extraordinary geometrician was the son of 
the Reverend Dugald Stewart;^ minister of Bothsa^|. 
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in the Isle of Bute, and was born at that place in tbn 
year 171 7* His father had very early destined him 
for the church, and conducted his education accords 
ingly. After being initiated into a knowledge of 
the learned languages at the grammar school, he 
was sent to the university of Glasgow, and was en- 
tered a student in 1734. Here he applied with uof 
common diligence to his studies, and was very early 
distinguished by those great patrons of young men 
of application and talents, Doctors Hutcheson and 
Simson. His strong partiality for the mathematics 
did not immediately discover itself; but, after having 
been for some time the pupil of Dr Simson, his 
genius for those kind of studies began to develope 
itself; and he thus secured the patronage and par- 
ticular friendship of his master. Whilst going 
through his college course of philosophy and theo- 
logy, he never relaxed his diligence in cultivating 
the mathematics ; and formed his taste in that in- 
teresting and extensive science upon the model of 
Dr Simson. In 1741, he removed from Glasgow, 
repaired to Edinburgh, and entered himself a stu- 
dent of divinity, which was then taught by Profes- 
sor Goldie. Dr Simson had been careful to furnish 
him with a letter of introduction to Mr M'Laurin, 
who was always ready to seize every opportunity of 
cherishing the seeds of genius. M*Laurin was 
at this time in the very height of his reputation ; and, 
^s we have seen, not only gave lectures upon the 
fnathcrnatics, but also took great pains in explain- 
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nig- the Newtonian philosophy. Stewart and Mac- 
Laurin were congenial spirits ; tlie latter, therefore, 
took great pleasure in encouraging • his young ac- 
quaintance to prosecute the study to which he was 
so much attached, and in whose knowledge he had 
adready made $o great progress, Mr Stewart hav- 
ing attended the lectures on theology for the pre- 
scribed period, was licensed to preach the gospel, 
after undergoing the usual examinations ; and it was 
not long before he was presented to the church of 
Roseneath, in the gift pf the Duke of Argyle, who 
then directed Scotish affairs, and possessed rfiore in- 
fluence than any individual has ever done since. He 
was ordained minister of Roseneath upon the 9th 
May 1745. 

In this sequestered situation, he discharged the 
duties of his ministerial office with assiduity; but 
he also prosecuted his mathematical studies with the 
most unremitting application. Upon repairing to 
Edinburgh, and being called to the mathematical 
chair, he had an opportunity of cultivating his fa- 
vourite science with less interruption. Accordingly, 
from this period, till his health began to decline, he 
was engaged in the most intense study. Like his 
great master, Dr Simson, he was most enthusiasti-, 
cally attached to the ancient geometry, while he en- 
tertained too unfavourable an opinion of the modern 
analysis. The great bent of his studies was to ap- 
ply the geometrical mode of investigation to sub- 
jects which were supposed to be capable of solution 
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only by the adoption of the algebr^tic cakuba. It k( 
the opinion of tl)e p)ost competent judges, that the 
address which he has discovered in thpse investtga^ 
tions has never been exccteded ; and that his success 
in demonstrating some of the ipost difficult proposi- 
tions in physical astronomy, has no parallel in the 
history of mathematical science. 

In conse<]|uet)ce of the declining state of hishes^Ithii 
lie felt it necessary, in 1772^ to employ his son, the 
present celebrated Mr Dugald Stewart, as an assist^ 
ant; who, though then so very young a man, that he 
pould not be appointed successor, having not arrived 
at the legal age, taught his father -s class with great 
ability. Dr Stewart never r^umed the labcyir of 
teaching ; but spent the greatest part of his time at his 
country-seat in Ayrshire* He died upon the 2Sd 
January 17859 in the sixty-eighth year of his age. 

Mr William Dawson, the professor of oriental 
languages, had, through bad health, been incapable 
of teaching for several years. The patrons had been 
anxious to procure a fit person to do the duties of 
that office; but no one had offered himself as a 
candidate. At la^t, Mr James Robertson, who 

' had studied those languages on the continent, 
brought with him such recommendations as excited 
great interest among the clergy of the city and the 

.Town-council. This chair had been by far more 
unfortunate than any other in the college in regard 
to professors. The truth is, that, from the time of 
th^ le volution, hardly an efficient professor had held 
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tbat office excepting ,Mr Goodale. Dr Cranford 
united it with the class of chemistry, and only con* 
sidered it in a secondary point of view ; and Mr 
Dawson, it appears, had not taught for a long time. 
The chief causes of this negligence arose from the 
students being under no necessity of attending i(^ 
jind no fees being demanded by the professor from 
such as did The church had not defined with pre- 
cision the classes which candidates for licence must 
have attended before their application can be re- 
ceived ; neither did the professor of divinity require 
a certificate from the student of his having studied 
Hebrew under a professor established by law. The 
consequences naturally were, that both profes- 
sors and students neglected the study of teriental 
literature ; and it is only of late years that any con- 
siderable degree of attention began to be paid to it 
in this country. 

When the patrons proposed an assistant to Mr 
Dawson, he was extremely disinclined to accept 
of one. He dreaded that they proposed to reduce 
his salary, which was all that he had to depend upon 
ibr subsistence, and actually presented a remon- 
strance against the plan ; and, infirm as he was, spoke 
of resuming the duty of the class. This appeared to 
be the height of folly to every one excepting to him- 
self. After several consultations, it was at last agreed 
upon that Mr Dawson should enjoy the full salary 
^uring his lifetime; that the students should pay 
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fees to Mr iRobertson, who should undertake to per« 
form the duty of professor, and both be elected con« 
junctly to the office. 

Mr Robertson's recommendations were so ample, 
that not only the patrons, but the clergy, and the 
public in ^ueral, took much interest in his being 
appointed. Where the place of his birth or of his 
education was, I am not informed; but he had 
studied at Leyden for some years, ^e produced 
'^ a recommendation from Joannes Jacobus Schul- 
tens, the celebrated professor of oriental languages 
in that university, which represented the great pro- 
gress he had made in the knowledge of Hebrew and 
Arabic when attending the lectures given by his 
father and himself, joint professors in Leyden; and, 
in other respects, giving him a very great cha- 
racter, as deserving the public encouragement for his 
good qualities and abilities to teach in the Hebrew 
and Arabic."* The testimony of Schultens was 
certainly valuable in every respect; for he was uni- 
versally allowed to be one of the first, if not the 
very first oriental scholar at that time in Europe. 

Mr Robertson came by the way of England, when 
he returned to his native country. The study of 
oriental literature was beginning to revive ; and at 
Oxford, in particular, some members of the uni- 
versity had directed their attention to these kind 



* Counc Regist. 
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of studies, in consequence of the exertions of Mr 
Hiint, regius professor of Hebrew. Mr Robertsoa 
repaired thither; but with what design I cannot 
specify exactly. It might have been with the design 
to teach the oriental languages in that celebrated 
seminary; but I rather think not, because his mode 
of reading Hebrew was quite different from what 
was then popular at Oxford. The Schultens were 
warm admirers of the method of reading by the 
vowel points, and had exhausted all their learning 
and talents in its defence. Robertson had drunk 
deep into their favourite system, and through life 
stood boldly forward as its avowed advocate. Not- 
withstanding this difference of opinion upon so lead- 
ing a doctrine as that of the Hebrew punctua- 
tion, Professor Hunt had the liberality to bear 
testimony to the proficiency he had made in 
eastern learning. His certificate was also of great 
weight in the estimation of the judges. Mr Hunt's 
liberal views deserve the highest commendation ; and 
it may be observed, in passing, that no European 
seminary has produced a greater number of oriental 
scholars. The names of Lightfoot, Prideaux, Ken- 
nicot, Lowth, Jones, and White, are universally 
known. The students of divinity also preferred a 
petition to the patrons, " praying to have Mr Ro- 
bertson appointed professor of Hebrew."* 

There was still another circumstance which in* 

^ Counc. Regist. vol. Ixix. p* 271* 
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diiced the patrons speedily to form an agreement widi 
Mr Robertson. *^ Some members of council, who 
formerly had this matter under consideration, sig« 
Dified that they were credibly informed Aat A& 
JlobertsiDn had been oifisred very handsome encourage- 
roent from some private academies in England, if be 
would engage with them for a term of years ; and^ 
thereforCi it was proper that the council, as soon a$ 
was possibly, should come to some final resohitioa 
in this matter.''^ The academy which offered bim 
these terms was that at Northampton, which had so 
long flourished upder the celebrated Dr Doddri(^ 

Tlie Town^cou^cil, considering all these circunh 
stances^ consulted the ministers of the city ; and tbey 
unanimously agr^d that Mr Robertson should be 
elected conjunct professor of Hebrew ; that Mr Daw« 
son should possess the fvM salary for life, and ^r 
Robertson the fees. 

At the time ihat he began to te^ph Hebrew in 
the university of Edinburgh, there were various 
grammars of the language which were in considerable 
repute. That of Buxtorf, however, cc|i tipped (W 
more than a century to be by far the most popuiai^ 
Both the elder and younger Buxtorfs were zealous 
defenders of the Masoretic punctuation, maintained 
that the points were equally inspired with the body 
of the text, and consequently deserved equal regard 

* Counc* Regist. ap* atm^ 
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Diey were professofg of Hebrew at Berne, in Switzer« 
kfd ; and from their ardour, talents, and learnings 
a»d the numerous works connected with Hebrew 
litisrature that they jmblished from time to tim^ 
d^y succeeded in rendering their theory very popu« 
iwu It became^ in course of time, to be associated 
Wi^ orthodoxy of reh'gious sentiment; and this 
Qfntributed, more than any thing else, to confirm 
the priesthood in their partiality to the vowel points* 
^llie doctrine of the Buxtorfs was almost universally 
acquiesced in by the universities of Holland; and 
Imth the gramniar and lexicon were taught in their 
schools. Mr Robertson at first imitated their ex*^ 
ample ; but, in the course of a few years, after much 
labour, and great application, he compiled a grammar 
of bis own, which he published, and put into the 
hands of his students* It is considered, by those 
who have read it, as a very able and learned exposi-^ 
tion ei a system which, after the accumulated 
and indefatigable exertions (^ very learned men, is 
itiU involved in great difficulty. He also published 
a key to the Pentateuch, in which he discovers in* 
credible industry, the most unaffected zeal for his 
favourite hypothesis, and an intimate acquaintance 
with tlie original. 

Before he had published the second edition of his 
grammar, but after the greater part was printed, Dr 
Charles Wilson of St Andrews published a grammar 
without the vowel points, and held up the system to 
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contempt This was the occasion of gfeat grief id 
the good old man. Several years before his deatb^ ' 
he was so infirm as to be totally incapable of attend- 
ing to his public duty. The patrons, therefore, iap* 
pointed Doctor, afterwards Principal Baird, as con- 
junct professor of Hebrew in 1 792* And Dr Ro- 
bertson died upon the 26th November 1795. He 
was an excellent Latin scholar, and had the ready 
command of a good Latin style. The benevolence 
of his heart, and the general amiableness of his 
character, endeared him to all. 

Upon Principal Wishart's death, in 1754, he was^ 
succeeded by Dr John Goldie, professor of divinity; 
both of whom have been already mentioned. Mf 
Robert Hamilton, one of the ministers in Edinburgh, 
was elected to the theological chair. It was tbiir 
gentleman's father who held the same office for scy 
many years, and was afterwards advanced to bcf 
Principal. Mr Hamilton was born within the wally 
of the college ; was initiated into the knowledge of 
the Latin language at the high-school ; and, in doe 
time, was entered a member of the university. He 
had been early destined for the church j and having 
performed the requisite exercises with approbation, 
he was licenced to preach the gospel by the presby^ 
tery of Edinburgh. Some time afterwards, he was 
presented to the church of Cramond, in the vfcinity 
of Edinburgh. He then removed to Edinburglv 
and was successively minister of Lady Yester*s anrf 
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die Old Grey Friars Church* The putiroiifs ad- 
iRved, in bis case^ to the resolution which ihey had 
fimnerly made, that, upon being elected profeissd^ of 
divinity/ he should demit his office as one of the 
jQimsters:of the city* ^ i - 

- : Dr Hamilton was a man of abilities. He Was par- 
tteiilarly well skilled in controversial theology ; and 
took great pains to give an accurate view of those 
systems of divinity which had been most celebrated 
in the world. In doing this, he discovered great 
address, as well as candour ; for he took no undue 
advantage, though be was careful to state his objec- 
tions to the opinions which they defended, whenever 
lie considered it necessary. He was also remarkably 
candid in his critical remarks upon the discoursed 
which the students delivered in the divinity hall; 
and acquitted himself in that delicate department of 
his office, so as to gain the esteem even <rf those 
upon whose errors in doctrine, defects in composition, 
or mode of delivery, he had used the liberty to ani- 
madvert. He never took a very active part in the 
public management of the politics of the general as- 
sembly, though party spirit never ran higher during 
any period of the history of the Church of Scotland 
than it did in his time. Such was the respectability 
of his character, however, thatuJie was twice raised 
to the dignity of being moderator of that venerable 
court, viz. in 1754 and 176O. When he began to 
feel that the general state of his health prevented 
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him firott' peiianhing the dutie$ of tlie class a& 
wished^ and had been accnstomed to do, he was 
sirous to have an assistant and successor. The 
tronsi therefore, elected tihe late Dr Andrew Hin 
as conjunct professor of divinity, upon the 10th S 
tember 1779* Dr Hamilton, on that occasion, 
tired from public business ; and he died on the 
April 1787* 
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CHAPTER Xi^. 



iDr Akjpandef Manro^ secundus— 3/r James j&at- 
four^ Prtfessor of Moral Philosophy^^Dr Willmm 
. Cullen. 

Phof£S90R Alexandbr MdNRC^i primus, had iaught 
anatomy in the university for the long period of thirty- 
five years, with the highest credit ^nd increasing re- 
putation. He was not far advanced in life wlien he 
proposed to the patrons to conjoin his youngest son, 
the present Dr Alexander Monro, senior, in the pro- 
fessorship of anatomy. Being only in the fifty-sixth 
year of his age, he was at this time in the full Vigour 
of his faculties, and his general health good. He 
presented a petition to the Town«council^ of which 
the following is a narrative. 

" Edinburgh ^ Wh June 1754. 

" Aneiit the petition and representation given iii 
by Alexander Monro, professor of anatomy in the 
university of Edinburgh, setting forth, that the 
advantages of the schools of physic to Edinburgh 
are now generally known ; £ar, besides the youth be^ 
ing well educated^ ten thousand pounds sterling at 

Vol. II« a a 
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least are spent yearly by the students of that science, 
of whom there have been more than two hundred 
for many years past at Edinburgh* The foundation 
upon which the other branches of physic must be 
built is the anatomy, which, therefore, ought to be 
taught diligently by a master equal to the task. The 
present professor of anatomy is allowed to have been 
diligent, and to have contributed to the establishment 
of the medical schools, being the first who began 
to teach regularly, has continued thirty*five years to 
do so, and is willing to teach while he has strength. 
But his business requiring great labour, in the course 
of nature he must become unable to undergo it in no 
great number of years. In the prospect of this, and 
with a view of« supporting the character of the 
schools of physic, the petitioner thought it his duty 
to represent to his honourable patrons, that a per« 
son fit for this ofiice ought to be otherwise a good 
scholar, to be fully master of his business, by being 
early initiated in it, with elocution, or an easy way 
of conveying his knowledge to others : That the 
acquisition of so much knowledge of an extensive 
science as a teacher ought to have, cantx>t be ob- 
tained without son^e neglect of the other branches ; 
and, therefore, a prospect of suitable advantage from 
that one branch must be given, to induce any person 
to bestow more time and pains on it than on others : 
That the professor must attribute his early success 
at least to the assurance he had| when very young, 
and a student, that he was soon to be put into his 
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jiresent office, which made him apply more particu* 
larly to anatomy. 

" That the professor's youngest son has appeared to 
his father, for some years past, to have the qualifica* 
tions necessary for a teacher ; and this winter he has 
given proof, by not only dissecting all the coarse for 
!){s father, but prelecting in most of \t : That he is 
already equal to the office ; for testimony of whicbi 
ft is entreated that inquiry might be made at tlie 
numerous students who were present at his lectures 
and demonstrations. It was therefore hoped the 
Honourable Magistrates and Council would appoint 
the young man his father's colleague and successor 
in their university, as not only the surest way of 
having the labour of an old servant the longer con* 
tinned, but likewise of having an absolutely neces* 
sary branqli of physic well taught. That, if the de« 
sire of the j)^tition was granted^ the education of the 
young professor should be directed, with a view to 
that business, under the best masters in Europe. He 
should have all his father's papers^ books, instru* 
tnents, and preparations, with all the assistance his 
father can give in teaching, while he is fit for la« 
bour." * 

Mr Monro was careful to take every precautioti to 
secure the succession to his son. Certificates, of the 
same date^ were produced in. his favour from the pro* 
fessors of the Latin and Greek languages, of philoi* 

^ Counc. Regist. ap. anni 
A A 2 
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»ophy and ntathematicsi and of the professors of 
medicine in the said university; as^ also of a great' 
number of the students of medicine who attended^ 
tlie demonstrations and lectures given by Mr Monro^ 
junior, accomrpanied with « paperj att)esting his ag^' 
to be above twenty^ne years. 

The well known charactfer and reputation df the 
elder Mr Monro was of itself quite sufficient to have 
procured this appointment for Kis son ;. but he was^ 
anxious to put into^ the hands of the patrons suck 
testimonials as clearly ascertained both tlie diligence 
ancl proficiency of the candidate ; and that however 
natural his partiality might be considered, yet his. 
own opinion was confirmed by others, to whos^ 
judgment no similar objection cou]d be made* It 
is unnecessary to add, that the prayer of tlie petition 
was immediately granted^ 

' Notwithstanding that Di; Monro (I mean- the" 
second Monro)^ is alill alive, I. cannot resist the 
temptation of giving a veiy few hints respecting hf^ 
history, seeing he has contributed as much, I may 
fafely affirm^ as any of his celebrated colleagues, ta 
the fame of the university of Edinburgh as a medicaU 
school. 

This venerable professor is at this present time 
(1816) in the eighty- third year of his age; and sixty-^ 
two years have now elapsed since he was inducted 
to the anatomical chair*. From his infancy he had 
lieen. devo(ed by his father to be an anatomist ; and 
his whole education was conducted in such ^ man^ 
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iiicr as to promote this particular end. His oppor- 
tunities for improving under his father were veTy 
ample ; and of these he took advantage, by the 
tnost unremitting assiduity and application to his 
studies. He took his degree at Edinburgh upon 
the £Oth October 1755. The subject of his thesis 
was *^ 2>f Testibus et Semine in variis AnimaUr 
ibusJ' He shortly afterwards repaired to the con* 
tinenty and studied under Meckel a considerable 
time at Berlin : he also went to Leyden. Upon his 
return to Scotland, he was admitted a licentiate of 
the Edinburgh Royal College ,of Physicians on the 
Sd May 1758| and elected a fellow on the 1st May 

1759. 
As a public lecturer, lie was held in the highest 

estimation. The accuracy, plainness, and distinct- 
ness of his demonstrations, were much admired by 
the students. His enthusiasm in the cultivation of 
anatomical knowledge, as long as health permitted, 
was unabated ; and, during the long term that he dh* 
charged the duties of a professor, he was constantly 
employed in exercising his mechanical genius in in* 
venting and improving surgical instruments, in order 
that the surgeon might be able to perform with more 
address some of the more difficult and important 
joperations in the practice of his art. After being 
long at the head of his profession in Edinburgh as a 
physician, he some years ago retired altogether 
^ from public business ; and his son, the present Dr 
Al^^ander Monro, tertiud, was conjoined with him 
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in the professorship, upon the 14th November 
1798. 

When Mr Cleghorn's premature death deprived 
the university of the benefit of bis labours, the 
patronsi upon the 18th August 1754, made choice 
of Mr James Balfour of Pilrig, advocate, to be pro« 
fe$sor of moral philosophy. This gentleman, having 
a turn for letters, had been, in 1737> a candidate for 
the professorship of Scots law, but without success* He 
was returned, however, by the advocates on the 
list along with Mr Erskine, who was elected. 

Mr BalfourV paternal estate is in the immediate 
vicinity of Edinburgh. He appears to have been 
educated at the schools and university of that city. 
He was admitted a member of the Faculty of Advo- 
cates ; but never had much practice at the bar. 
Though a very ingenious, he was an extremely modest 
man ; and possessed little relish for that bustling 
disposition which is so necessary to acquire any 
considerable practice as a lawyer. 7he course of his 
. studies, too, had repeived a different direction, being 
principally pccupied in specuUtidns regarding morals 
and metaphysics. He was one of the earliest of Mr 
Hume's opponent^. He attacked the sceptical pbilo- 
sophy in two treatises, the one of which is entitled 
^* a Delineation of Morality j'^ and the other " Philo- 
sophical Dissertations.^ The most honourable testis 
mony to Mr Balfour's merit is borne by Mr Hume 
liimself, in a letter which he addressed to the anony- 
mous authpn It be^ns thus : ^* When I write you, 
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I know not to whom I am addressing myself. I 
only know he is one who has done me a great deal 
of honour, and to whose civilities I am obliged.'* 
After some other compliments^ he adds, ^* Your style 
is elegant, and full of agreeable imagery.''* 

Mr Balfour also subjected to a rigorous examina- 
tion Loi:d Kames* Essays on Morality and Natural 
Beligion, in a work printed at Edinburgh in iwdf 
which is entitled ^^Philosophical EssaysJ" These 
appear to have been originally delivered in the form 
of lectures to the class, and contain many acute ob» 
servations; and stated in so agreeable, candid, and 
modest a manner, that it was impossible even for his. 
opponents to find any fault in this respect. 

He taught moral philosophy in the university for 
ten years ; and, upon the death of Mr William Kirk- 
patrick, the professor of public law, or the law of 
nature and nations, he received a royal commission 
to succeed him in 1764« This professorship, which 
for many years has been a sinecure, he als^demitted 
iB 1779* He lived to extreme old age; and died at 
Pilrig on the 6th March 1795. 

In the course of the year 1755, Pr Andrew Plum- 
mer, professor of chemistry, discovered great symp- 
toms of general debility ; and was at last, in spring 
1756, seized with a palsy, which, from the very first, 

• Kamei's Life, voL L App. p. 47<— The date of tliit letter if 
fiftnburgb, 15th March 1753; and, consequently, before Mr BaU 
four was a professor. 

« 
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was considered as incurable by the faculty* As hA 
was thereby rendered totally incapable of attending 
to the class, it was necessary to provide a proper 
person to undertake that duty. The patrons had 
elected Dr William Cullen conjunct professor with 
Pr Plummer, upon the 19th November 1755 ; but 
matters were so arranged, that Cullen should not 
cdKnence teaching the class for twelve months^ 
Pfr Plummer having flattered himself that he might 
be able to give lectures for another session. This, 
however^ he was prevented from accomplishing, for 
the reason which has been already assigned ; and he 
^ied in the subsequent July. 

Dr William Cullen^ who long continued to be one 
of the chief ornaments of the university, the great 
supporter of its reputation as a school of medicine, 
and universftlly known throughout the medical 
world, was born in the parish of Hamilton, and 
,co\x^f,y of Lanark, in the year 1709. His father fol* 
lo^ed tlie||onourablc profession of a farmer. Young 
Cullen " received the first part of his education un- 
der Mr Brisbane, at the grammar school of Hamil* 
ton. There are people here (says the minister of 
the parish, in 1792) who remember him at school, 
and saw him in girFs clothes, acting the part of a 
shepherdess in a Latin pastoral.*** 

Though Cullen's funds were not very ample, he 
^as sent to the university of Glasgow; and was at 

* Statist, Ace vol. ii. p. 201. 



UNIVBRSITT OP EDiNBUftOH. 377 

the same time apprenticed to a surgeon-apothecary in 
that city. It does not appear that he went through 
a regular course of education at this seminary. He 
had early chosen medicine as a profession ; and the 
classes which he attended were probably regulated 
with a view to this as the chief object. I am able to 
give only a very imperfect account of the manner ;n 
which medicine was taught at the time when CuU 
len's residence was fixed in Glasgow. There were 
professors whose business it was to give lectures on 
medical science ; but these were on a comparatively 
small scale^ and bore no proportion to the opportu- 
nities now afforded to students of physic in that 
university. There can be no doubt, therefore, that 
the principal means of improvement which at this 
time he had within his power, were derived from ob- 
serving his master's practice, and perusing such 
medical works as he could procure. It is now for* 
gotten how old he was when he went to Glasgo\%or 
how long he remained there. When a very young 
man, however, and thus imperfectly furnished with 
professional knowledge, he engaged himself as a 
surgeon to a vessel that traded between London and 
the West Indies; and actually performed several 
voyages in this capacity. He soon formed a dislike 
to this kind of employment ; and determined to settle 
in his native country, and attempt to get into prac- 
tice in the line of his profession. The place which 
he chose for making his first trial was the parish of 
^hottS; where it is not untikely some of his own re* 
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lations resided. The country in general is barren l 
Bxxd the population consisted of £EirmerS| who were 
far from being opulent, and the peasants whom they 
employed as labourers. His success here was very 
limited. He therefore resolved to try his fortunes in 
the town of Hamilton, where he had received his 
education. Here he settled for some time as a 
surgeon ; and was chosen one of the magistrates of 
of the burgh."*^ His affability, ipsinuating manners, 
and talents for conversation, very soon introduced 
him to a genteel society in this neighbourhood. The 
Duke of Hamilton liappened to be taken suddenly 
ill while residing in that part of the country ; and 
Cullen, as being the nearest professional man» 
was called. His prescriptions were afterwards ap* 
proved of by Dr David Clerk, who had been 
brought from Edinburgh ; so that his character was 
soon established in that neighbourhood. Conscious, 
ho»#ver, of the imperfect manner in which he had 
studied physic, he felt a strong impulse to increase 
his stock of medical knowledge. He had by this 
time formed an acquaintance with Mr William Hun- 
ter, afterwards so celebrated as an anatomist and 
public ledturer in London. This gentleman had 
been originally intended for the churchi and had at- 
tended some of the classes at the university of Glas* 
gow with that view. Cullen*s conversations how- 
ever, gave a diflferent direction to his studies^ and 

* SUtist Ace. ui 41^. 
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confirmed him in his scruples against conforming to 
the Church of Scotland* His father having given his 
consent, Ife resolved upon medicine as his profession ; 
and immediately became an inmate in Cullen's fa- 
mily, where he remained for three years. These two 
eminent men entered into a copartnership, in which 
was this singular condition, that they should alter- 
nately be at liberty to study at Edinburgh or Lon- 
don as they chose. Dr Cullen, for whose behalf 
this arrangement was evidently chiefly intended, at 
least in the first instance, repaired to Edinburgh, and 
attended the medical classes for one session ; and pro- 
secuted his medical studies with his characteristic 
energy. Upon the return of autumn, Hunter pre- 
ferred London ; and receiving a letter of introduction 
from Mr Foulis, the printer, to Dr James Douglas, 
who lectured on anatomy in the capital, he soon 
distinguished himself by bis extraordinary diligence 
and the neatness of his dissections^ At the concliAon 
of the appointed term, he received encouragement 
to remain in Ix)ndon ; but the principal obstacle in 
the way of gratifying what he so anxiously desired, 
was the contract he was under to fulfil his engage- 
ment with Cullen. Upon stating his case to his 
friend, Cullen frankly and generously relinquished^his 
claim. Hunter, therefore, never returned to Scotland, 
excepting when he had determined to abandon t<he 
practice of a surgeon in London, and commence that 
of a ph^tician, he found that his personal presence 
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in Glasgow would greatly facilitate his obtaining t\m 
degree of doctor of physic from that university. 

It is by no means improbable that Cutten's own 
views began about this time to expand ; and that he 
now felt the beginnings of those generous emotions 
which are the unquestionable accorapaniihents of 
geniusi and so powerfully stimulate its possessor 
to aim at distinction in what profession soever 
or science he may select. I am led to infer this, 
from his taking his medical degree at Glasgow, upon 
the 14th September 1740. On the 13th November 
1741, he married Ann Johnston, the daughter of a 
neio'hbouring clergyman.* He still continued at Ha-^ 
milton ; and his practice gradually increased. About 
this time, the Earl of Islay, afterwards Duke of Aiv 
gyle, is represented to have been in that part of the 
country, and had occasion for some chemical appa* 
ratus, with which he cou Id not be accommodated 
where he then was! It was immediately suggested 
that Dr Cullen was more likely to be in possession 
of what his Lordiship wanted than any other per- 
son. He was accordingly invited to dinner ; and suc- 
ceeded so well in rendering himself agreeable by his 
conversation, as to make a deep impression upon the 
company. The Duke of Argyle was no ordinary 
judge of character. He had been educated at the 
university of Glasgow, had made a distinguished 



v.. 



* By this lady lie bad a numerous family, Robert, H«nry» Peter, 
Charles, Archibald, Elizabeth, Ann, Margaret, Robina, She died 
in summer 178& 
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£gare there|. and had chosen the law as his profes* 
sion» He afterwards studied law at Utrecht; but^ 
upon hfe return to Scotland, he changed his mind, 
betook himself to the military profession, had seen 
a great deal of real service, and had conducted the 
affairs of Scotland for nearly forty years previous 
to his accidentally meeting with Cullen. This do* 
^yieut orator, and consummate politician, was ex* 
eecdingly delighted with the conversation of men of 
scienee ; at bis own table, seized every opportunity 
^ introducing literary and scientific subjects ; and 
was far from being averse from takmg a part in 
whatever happened ta come under discussion** Per^ 
haps no eminen^t man of the last century was better 
calculated to leave an impression upon his Grace 
than Dr Cullen. With the manners of a gentleman^ 
he combined a great fund of knowledge, a lively 
imagination, and great fluency of expression. It was 
this adventure, however, which was the main cause of 
his future fortunes in^ life. He bad now secured the 
patronage of the Pt'ime Minister of Scotland, the 
Duke of Argylie, and the first Scotisfa peer, the Duke 
#f Hamilton. Sometime elapsed before they had an 
opportunity of shewing that they were sincere in their 

* I hftve been attured that it was no uncommon occurrenee for 
kim, when any acieiitific subject was inUt>duced into conversation at 
Ms o^n table, with which he was very little if it all acquainted, to- 
Ind some excuse for leaving his company, and repair to his library^i 
consulted authors who had treated of it, and, on his return, artfully 
tenng it again under review*^. 
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endeavours to patronize him inthelineof hisprofession^ 
This did not happen till 1746, when the lectureship 
of chemistry in the university of Glasgow became 
vacant It is in the gift of the college. CuUen pro- 
posed himself as a candidate ; and^ with such power* 
fill interest, he could hardly fail to succeed. He 
was accordingly elected; and commenced his public 
lectures in the month of October of the same year. 

Chemistry had hitherto been considered as a 
curious and useful art ; but few or none had entered 
upon the profession of it with the same liberal and 
comprehensive views which Dr Cullen possessed. 
It appeared to him to be a region that had never 
been explored ; and, instead of presenting objects 
that were uninviting or of no value^ some of the 
most curious > phenomena of nature could only be 
explained^ and many of the most useful arts im-' 
proved, by a knowledge of chemistry. His^ ardent 
mind surveyed this new world of science with the 
most glowing enthusiasm ; and, conscious of his 
powers, he anticipated success; and did not despair 
of the period arriving, when the chemical laws 
should be proved to be as invariable as any af the 
mechanical laws that are known to exist throughout 
the kingdom of nature. He was the first in this 
count;ry who rescued this fascinating study from the 
hands of those who treated it as a mere art ; and as* 
signed to it that high rank which it is entitled to 
hpld among the sciences. He had laboured a very 
sliort time at Glasgow, until he convinced the 
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students of the truth of what he affirmed. They al- 
most adored him ; and so amazed were they, that all 
the other professors in the university were in a 
manner thrown into the shade. His fame was rapidly 
spread ; and, consequently, his private practice as a 
physician was much increased in the populous and 
flourishing city of Glasgow. 

In a few years afterwards, in 17il» the professor* 
ship of medicine became vacant. This was in the 
gift^of the crown. His old friend the Duke of 
Argyle secured the appointment for him; and he 
entered upon this new province with all the alacrity 
and eagerness of one who was aware of his strength. 
CulIeqV imagination was vigorous, his talent for 
arrangement of a very superior order, and he seems 
to have possessed a natural bent for theory. In 
teaching the institutes of medicine, he, therefore, 
naturally led his pupils to the study of a very refined 
physiology. His lectures upon both of these sciences 
speedily came into great request, and were better 
attended than any other in the college. 

On the first of May 1755, he sent a paper to the 
Physical and Literary Society, " on the Cold pro- 
duced by Evaporating Fluids, and of some other 
means of producing Cold." This is the only chemi* 
cal essay be ever published; and evidently shews 
what might have been expected from him, if his 
genius had not strongly drawn him to ' the cultiva- 
tion of medicine. Was it this short essay that was 
the more immediate occasion of his favourite pupil, 
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I>r Black, directing his attention so peculiarly to 
heat f or was Black '^ the young gentleman, one of 
bis pupils," to whom he alludes in the paper?* 

In \7S6j he was elected professor of chemistry in 
the university of Edinburgh. Here he had a much 
more powerful stimulus to exertion than at Glas* 
gow. The medical school was already formed, and 
the different chairs filled by eminent professors. 
Many more students, consequently, attended him. 
The effect which he produced upon this new ^ge 
was precisely similar to what had happened at Glas* 
gow. The students, as usual, warmly entered into 
his views ; and the marked attention with which they 
listened to his prelections re-acted upon himself, and 
excited him to more strenuous exertion. When 
professor of chemistry, the bad health of Dr Ruther- 
ford rendered assistance necessary in the Infirmary. 
Dr Monro, Dr Whytt, and Dr Cullen, undertook to 
supply his place. Somehow or another, the novelty 
of his chemical doctrines, and the new mode of prac- 
tice which he followed in the hospital, were equally 
acceptable to the students. Of the latter circumstance, 
indeed, he informs us himself, f as well as '^ that 
his doctrines were frequently criticised by persons 
who either had not been informed of them correctly, 
or who seemed not to understand them fully*'' This^ 
it is weU known, proceeded from the jealousy of 

* Phys. and Lit. Essays, ?qU ii^ p. 159* 
t Preface to First Lines, p« 7. 
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some of his colleagues, who disapproved of innova- 
tion of every kind. Dr Cullen, however, never 
desisted from following the practice which he con* 
Ceived to be most proper, though he* conducted him« 
self with all the courtesy in his power to those who 
secretly opposed him. 

In February 1766, the late Dr John Gregory pre- 
vailed upon Dr Rutherford to address a letter to the 
patrons, in which he resigned his professorship of 
thetpractice of physic, and strongly recommended 
Dr Gregory as his successor. This arrangement wasl 
accordingly adopted. Dr Whytt, who taught the 
institutes, died in about two months after ; and Dr 
Cullen petitioned for the vacant chair, and obtained 
it. These two celebrated professors continued to 
teach each his own class for three sessions; Upon 
the ISth of April I769, however, Dr Cullen peti- 
tioned the patrons to have Dr Gregory as joint pro- 
fessor of medicine ; and proposed that they should 
alternately teach the institutes and the practice. 
A full explanation of the reasons for this transac^^ 
tion was never publicly given by either of the par* 
ties. It has been well understood in private, howr 
ever, that it was in consequence of the different 
theories they had espoused upon some leading medi- 
cal doctrines, which borh profiessors could not avoid 
mentioning in their lectures. The patrons complied 
with the desire of both the professors ; and declared 
that, upon the death of either, the survivor should 

Vol. II. B B 
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have it in his option to make his election which pro« 
fessorsbip he would prefer. Dr CuUen delivered bis 
first course of lectures upon the practice of physic 
(if I mistake not) in 1769. He seems^ from the very 
first, to have been very ambitious of obtaining the 
professorship of the practice of physic ; and for a 
good many years to have principally directed his 
studies to that branch of the profession. The un- 
expected and much lamented death of Dr Gregory^ 
upon till 10th February 1773^ put it in his poirer 
to be sole professor of the ** practice;'' and, accord* 
ingly, upon the )7th of the same month, he was 
elected to that office. 

When Dr Cullen held the professorship of the insti- 
tutions of medicine, he published ** Heads of Lecctures 
* . for the use of the Students in the University of £din* 
burgh," But he went no further than the first part, 
which was physiology. This was a subject on which 
he delighted to speculate; and, perhaps, there is 
no department of science which presents to the 
mind of a philosopher so many agreeable and invit* 
tng topics of discussion as the phenomena of life 
and health. Cullen, whose genius was naturally 
adventurous, entertained no idea of dechning any 
discussion that had been attempted by others. In 
this department of the course, he was careful to 
collect and arrange the facts upon which his reason* 
ings were founded; and is represented to have edited 
great interest ; but that he was too apt to indulge 
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in theoretical disquisition ; and, consequently, the 
students who attended him, full of the doctrines 
taught by the professor, entered keenly into debates 
concerning them. After explaining the doctrines 
which were in his time current respecting the simple 
solids, and pointing out the distinctive properties of 
animate and inanimate matter, he proceeded to dis- 
cuss the nervous system. His theories upon this 
subject contained the most palpable materialism 
wbfch was ever delivered ; though, in section xxxi. 
he assumes that mind, or an immaterial thinking 
substance, is constantly present. We have no oc- 
casion, t^ierefore, to be at any loss to account for 
the little notice he took of his predecessor Dr 
Whytt's theories, who had been educated in a very . 
different school. It is truly astonishing that a man 
of Cullen's extraordinary acuteness did not perceive 
the inference; an inference which is so obvious to 
every one else. Cut he was probably afraid of giving. 
oflFenCe to the ecclesiastical authorities. He attempt- 
ed to explain, by physiology, the whole pheno- 
mena of mind. Thus, according to him, all the 
faculties of the mind may be accounted for by 
the different kind or degree of sensations which 
are communicated to the nervous system* In this 
manner, he pretends to demonstrate the nature and 
origin of memory, imagination, &c. A malicious 
person would be disposed to affirm that, when com- 
posing this part of his work, he had kept constantly 

B B 2 
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in view Hume's absurd theory of Impressions ami 
Ideas, which, for my own part, I am fully con« 
vinced was not the case. Metaphysical physiology, 
how amusing soever it may be, and calculated to ex- 
ercise the ingenuity of speculative men, is, to say 
the least of it, a very unprofitable study, if we are to 
judge of the success of those who have attempted ta 
unite them. 

In the second part of the coursej he delivered the 
general doctrine of diseases ; and, in the third, Ahe 
means o^ preventing and curing them. 

The medical indent can be at no loss to conjec- 
ture the reasons that induced him not to publish the 
heads of his lectures upon those two departments of 
the course at the same time with the physiologj;» 
He reserved his strength, till he should have it in hia 
power to deliver his doctrines upon these subjects m 
the great work which he had long before projected, 
and which he afterwards accomplished, under the 
title of " First Lines oftte Practice of Physic/* 

Meanwhile, in 1772, he published ** Synopsis No-^ 
sohgia Methodical/^ in two volumes octavo ; and this 
he afterwards much improved in 1780. This was a 
very necessary work, and peculiarly so to him who 
delivered lectures upon those subjects. He inserted 
abstracts of the systems ofSauvages, Linnaeus^ Vogel, 
and Sagar. This work was written in Latin ; and 
the merit of the performance has been universally 
admit ted» He has criticised with candour thosr 
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authors who had preceded him in attempting to 
systematise medical knowledge ; confesses the for* 
midable difficulties he bad to encounter ; shews in 
what respects he considered their works defective; 
and wherein his own arrangement is liable to ex-p. 
ception. 

This was the precursor of his " First Lines f and, 
besides being a text-book to direct his pupils, was 
designed to prepare the public for his great work, 
whicii was expected with general impatience. They 
were accordingly favoured with it in 177^* It 
spread very rapidly through £urope ; and, if report 
be true, it produced to the author about three thou- 
sand pounds sterling; which was a great sum in 
those days. It procured him great reputation ; and 
was of essential service in promoting the prosperity 
of the university. To enter upon an account of so 
extensive a work, and which is in the hands of every 
medical student, would be very unsuitable tind ini* 
consistent with our object. 

Dr CuUen published a treatise on the Materia Me» 
dicOf in. two volumes quarto, about a year before he 
died. A surreptitious copy of the lectures he had 
delivered upon that subject, when unexpectedly call* 
ed to finish what Dr Alston had begun, had been 
published. This .was not designed to obviate the 
bad efiects which might have been produced by that 
*Work. It was entirely a new treatise; but the 
friends of CuUen readily acknowledged that they 
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perceived ian evident decay in the mental energy of 
their great master. It is now quite unnecessary to 
conceal the truth. It was composed for the express 
purpose of raising a little money^ and was thought 
to betray evident marks of a hasty compilation. Dr 
CuUen died upon the 5th of February 1790, having 
delivered public lectures in the college a few weeks 
before his death. 

This eminent philosopher, professor, and physiciani 
was very tall in his person ; and, even in the prime of 
life, I have been assured, was rather of an awkward 
appearance. His features regular and manly ; and his 
eyes, particularly in conversation, or when addressing 
his students^ very expressive* His temper was natural- 
ly open and ingenuous; and he was consequently very 
communicative in conversation. His imagination 
>vas rich and lively ; which enabled him to employ 
(if I may use such an expression) great exuberance 
of illustration upon whatever subject he had occa- 
sion to notice in his lectures ; and, what is seldom 
united to the possession of such a faculty, he at the 
same time possessed great natural acuteness, and was 
exceedingly ingenious in devising arguments to sup- 
port his various theories, ^is reading upon medi* 
cal subjects was extensive ; yet he perhaps under- 
rated the ancients, and those physicians who profes- 
sedly admired whatever had the sanction of anti* 
quity. Though he willingly conceded to them what 
he conceived to be justly due, his comprehensive 
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and ardent mind was impatient of restraint. He 
could not pace in the trammels of authority ; but de- 
lighted in expatiating free over every scene which 
presented itself to his view. His love of science was 
sincere and ardent. Notwithstanding the great va- 
riety of subjects on which he had given public lec- 
tures, such was the fertility of his mind, that, he was 
always interesting, and never allowed the attention 
of his audience to become languid. He did not read 
his lectures, but spoke from short notes; and, per- 
fectly master of his subject, he was very ^uent. His 
talent for generalization was one of the most strik- 
ing characters of his mind ; and he possessed a facili- 
ty of arranging his knowledge, which has^ fallen to 
the lot of very few. As a physician, his practice 
was very extensive; and he was much beloved in the 
circle of his numerous acquaintance^ His patron- 
age of young men of genius and application was 
unbounded. If such young men were in poor 
circumstances, he constantly found out some means 
or another to relieve their wants. He w^ liberal in 
giving them sound advice, as to settling in the 
world ; which his very extensive correspondence en- 
abled him to do frequently with great effect* 

He was a great master in \he scientific branches 
of husbandry, a consummate botanist, and possessed 
a correct taste in the fine arts. In the year 1758, 
after finishing his course of chemistry, he delivered 
to a number of his particular friends^ and favourite 
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pupils, nin^ lectures on the subject of agricultunu 
In these few lecturesi be^ for the first time, laid open 
the .true principle concerning the nature of soils, 
and the operation of manures, *^ 

In short, Scotland has produced few men whQ 
have been greater blessings to their native country 
and to mankind than Dr William CuUen, 

* Statist. Ace. vol. ix» p* 416. 



APPENDIX. 



# 



m 



APPENDIX. 



No. I. 



Acts by the Town Council of Edinburgh^ regarding 

the University. — Fid. p. 17» 



Edinburgh^ M September 1703. 
The same day, my Lord Provost produced at the council 
table an abbreviate of the acts anent the college ; which being 
publicly read in preset^ce of the council, together with ane act 
of parliament ratifying the rights of the college, they ordained 
the said abbreviate to be recorded in the council-books. Of 
which abbreviate the tenor follows :— 

Edinburgh, 15ih February 170S. 
A short account of the foundation, rise, and progress of the 
college of Edinburgh, commonly called King James' College, 
the Town's right thereto, with many instances of the great 
power and uninterrupted government therein, as erectors and 
patrons thereof, and chief benefactors thereto, collected out 
of the Town's records, for clearing a debate betwixt the pro- 
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fessors of philosophy and the magistrates, anent the appoint-* 
ment of laureatioui and election of a member of the college as 
a commissioner of the general assembly ; alledging that they had 
;i separate power from the Town to appoint and determine anent 
both : As also an act of an visitation of the college, wherein 
the contrary of what the jurofessors alledged was clearly deter- 
mined. 

Anno 1562. The Town supplicates the Queen*s Majesty 
for the rents of the priests and friars places, who ought to be 
compelled to work for their livings, being stark and potent 
men of body, and their places and rents to be applied for plant- 
ing of hospitals and erecting of schools of literature, whereof 
there is great need. And seeing their lands and annuab were 
fallen in heir Majesty's hands, they beseeched that they might 
be bestowed for teaching of letters, sciences, iand hospitak i 
and also they supplicated for the Grey Friar Yard. Her Ma- 
jesty's answer was returned upon the back of the supplication, 
viz. Appoints the Grey Friar Yard to be a burial-place for the 
town of Edinburgh j and (nromiseth, whenever a sufficient pro- 
vision is made for baikiing an sthool, h^r Majesty shall provide 
a room convetiient therefor. 

Anno 1562. The iaid year^ the council appoints the batliei 
to commune with the parson of Pennycook, laird of that ilk« 
touching the Kirk of Field, and hail biggingd thereof, and to 
report. 

1563, June 23. The said parson of Pennycook sells and 
dispones to the good town the haill biggings called the Kirk 
of Field, prebendry of the same ; and obliges that he shall 
obtain to the good town the gift <^ the feu made thereof to 
my Lord Robert Stewart of Holyroodhouse ; a^ shall get to 
them* the Queen's confirmation Aereof, in the most sicker 
(secure) form. :^ ■. . 

1564, Augt^si 2. The fbr^ssuid prebendrie and provostry in 
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tlie Kirk oi Field, and all things thereanent, was conveyed to 
the Town, and the papers delivered up to the magistrates. 

1566. The Queen grants a very full charter and infeftment 
of the Kirk of Field* Its annuals and privilk(ges^ Sec. to be 
called our foundation of the minbtry and hospitality of £din- 
tmrgh, as the gift at length bears. 

1567. The Town having obtained the glft^of the Kirk of 
Field, they dispone in feu>fenne several lands smd yards per* 
taining to the Black Friars, because they had not wherewith t(p 
found hospitals and schools* 

1568. The council, understanding that sevaral lands be-* 
kmging to the Black Friars, noyr in the Town's hands, are be* 
come ruinous i wherefore, they send forth a proclamation, that 
these lands were to be rouped, and were to be set for feu or 
§or meal ^ and accovdin^y were rouped. 

1579.^ The council (»rdains the magistrates, ^th Mr Cle^ 
meat Little, advocate, and Mr Henry Charters, to meet to* 
morrow in the ministers lodgings,^ for taking some order anent 
the forming an university. 

The magistrates, understanding that the yards of the Kirk 
of Field are made a common passage, and filled with muck>. 
they ordain and order forthwith a remeid. 

The said year compeared Nicol Hutchison, one of the pre* 
beadaries of the Kirk of Field, and freely resigned and over- 
gave in the hands of the magistrates all right or title he had 
or shall hereafter claim to, in the prebendary founded by 
Patrick Richa«bon, merchant in^dinburgh, in favours of the 
ministers and hospital thereof -, and- delivered eleven pieces of 
evidents thereanent ; for which the Town payed threescore and 
ten merks of pension during life. The council sends forth a 
proclamation, inviting any fit person for the office of a porter* 
ship in the Kirk of Field, winch shall be disponed to the most 
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fit. The bailies and ministers conveen for taking order anent 
the forming an university in the Kirk of Field. 

The said year, several purchases made in and about the Kirk 
of Field, from sundry prebendaries of St Giles, and other pri- 
^ vate persons* 

1580. Mr Clement Little, advocate, and one of the com- 
missaries of Edinburgh, left thirteen score and eight godly 
books, to begin a library for the use of the ministers of Edin- 
burgh. 

1581. Ordains dykes to be put about the .yards of the Kirk 
of Field, and to put new locks on the yetts (gcUes) thereof. 

1582. King James the Sixth ratifies the Town's charter and 
rights to the Kirk of Field, granted by the Queen, his mother, 
containing several new grants to the Town, viz. for the enter- 
tainment of the professors of languages and sciences in a coU 
lege ; giving the Town power to elect, inputt, and outputt mas- 
ters and professors, as they shall find expedient } which charter 
is put up in the charter-house. 

158S- The Town makes sale of sundry lands of their own 
within the town, to be employed upon founding and building 
a college in the Kirk of Field, because the Town's common 
good was super-expended; and accordingly two masters of 
work were appointed. 

Ordains the chambers to be set at forty shillings per piece, 
and two to be in one bed ; and appointed the loft in the east 
end of the High Kirk for the masters and students, and that to 
hear sermon for sometime, until a better convenience was proi 
vided. 

1583. October, The charters above mentioned produced by 
the magistrates to the town- council. 

1584. Ordains the treasurer and bailies to agree with the 
masters of the college anent their fees, and to bring them to a 
settled term. 
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. Crimes pOwor to several of the magistrates to conveen aad 
cooler with Mr Robert Rollo^ master of the college, for tak« 
ing up an house and table therein. 

The bell of the grammar school, which Is under the same 
foundation with the college, is ordered to be taken down, and 
placed in the college. 

1585. Ordered to search out the rental-book of the Black 
Friars ; and that it be bought and obtained from the hetvers 
lliereof. 

Master Robert Rollo made and constitute first master and 
principal of the Town's college in the Kirk of Field. 

1586. Sir Walter Hutcheson, one of the prebends of the 
Kirk of Field, being in great poverty, not able to live on his 
pension, gets an augmentation of four pounds Scots quarterly. 

October. Grants and gives to Mr Adam Colt, Mr Alexan- 
der Scrimser, two new masters and regents of the Town's ccd« 
lege, ilk {each) one eight pounds Scots for their boardingi and 
ilk ane forty pounds Scots of stipend. 

The Town appoints a conference with the Lord Hamilton, 
jinent the buying of his lodgings in the Kirk of Field. 

1587. Mr Hislop, one of the scholars, elected regent, after 
labile disputation, being for the new class. 

December, The Town intreats Mr Rollo, principal, to teach 
theology, to preach in the East Kirk in the mornings, and 
agreed to give him five hundred merks. 

1588. January, The Town appoints commissioners to con« 
£er with the Lord Hamilton anent his lodgings ; and a blank 
submission subscribed thereanent. 

The Lords of Session confer with the magistrates anent 
the raising of a fund for maintaining of a professor of the laws« 
Mr Charles Fairholme, one of the scholars, preferred to be a 
regent, which appears to be the fourth class. 

The Master of Lindsay, tacksman of the Abbotshall of 
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Haddington^ with the priors theredP, is moved of zeal stoa 
conscience to appropriate the living of the same to godly uses 
of the ministry and schools, and a part thereof to the collq^e 
of this Town ; anent which the council appointed a commit* 
tee. 

February. The council admits, creates, and constitutes^ 
Mr Henry Charters, regent, one of their own upbringing, 
as principal master of the college during their will, in place 
of Mr Robert RoUo, deceased, late principal. Mr Robert 
Scott and Mr Robert Knox created regents during the council's 
will ; and found caution to keep and complete then* course, 
under the penalty of five hundered merks. 
-'^ 1591. Mr Robert Rollo's relict got one hundred meiin 
yearly of pension, and lus daughter to have one thousand 
merks at her marriage ; and that because the said Mr Rdbert 
had done great and good offices to the Town's comniOB weil, 
being the first teacher and planter of literature, disciplinef 
good order, and manners, had travailled much in the Town^ 
affairs, and preached in their great need ; and the Town pro- 
mises such like kindnesses to all such who should do steedaUe 
offices to their common weeL 

1593. Robert, Bishop of Orkney, legats eight thousand 
merks for founding a college within this burgh ; wherewith 
several purchases were made about the Kirk of Field. 

1600. Mr Henry Charters, principal of the college, has ap- 
pointed to him six hundred merks of salary. 

160S. Mr James Reid elected regent; and found surety 
that he should complete the course of his class, under the pain 
of five hundred merks. 

« 

1604. Mr David Monro chosen t^ent ; finds caution, as Mr 
^ eid, under the pain of one hundred pounds Scots \ and shall 
obey all orders given by the magistrates concerning the (oliege '^ 



iM that he shall not preach in any church but in £clinhurg& 
duriog his office* 

1607. Mr James Fairley elected regent, in the tenns of Mi^ 
Monro. 

1608. Alexander Dbtiglas elected pbrter to the college, and 
to obey the Provost and Magistrates instruQtibns thereanent. 

1613. The lands in the Kirk of Field belonging to Duke 
Hamilton are bought for the use of the college, for which the 
Town paid L.3000 Scots. 

1616. King James the Sixth desires of the Town that the 
boUege be called Kings James' College, by a lettMr from bh 
court, at Paisley. 

1620. The IVincipal, Mr Henry Cha^eris, demits his 
Dffice in the hands of the magistrates, as patrons of the said 
coUege ; and Mr Patrick Smith chosto in his fflace, during 
the council's pleasure; 

March SO. Mr Andrew Ramsay, dne of the pastors c^ 
Edinburgh, is chosen professor df divinity in their college^ 
during the touncil's wilL 

1621. A rati£kation in parliament by Kirtg Jatties the Sixths 
to the ^ Vovost, Magistrates, and community of the burgh of 
Edinburgh, and their successors, mentioning the great and 
thankful service the Town had done to him and his pro- 
genitors, and the many donations the city had made to thi^ 
college, and the great pains they hud been at thefeanent, 
ratifying all former rights, charters, and gifts to the college ; 
and of new grants the Tpwni for the behoof of the college, all 
liberties, freedoms, immunities, and privileges^ appertaining to 
any fr^ college, and that in as ample form as any college has 
or bniicks within this kingdom \ and ordams the college to 
be .^led King James' College \ which ratificaitipn is put up in 
the oiartef houses \, 

]627i Mr Henry Charterb^ minister of North i«eithi electa 

Vol* II. c 
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ed professor (^ dbnoitf in the college, during the council's 
will, and had one thousand merks stipend appointed^ and re. 
ceived his instructions ; and was to teach the Heiirew once or 
twice a-week. 

jfyriL The council dismisses Mr James Reid» professor in 
the college, during the council's will j and afterwards he gave 
in his demission to the Town as patrons* 

1628. Mr Andrew Ramsay, professor of divinity, demits 
his office to the Town. 

March S8. The laws anent the discipline of the . ccdlege, 
both for nnsters and students are at length recorded, as they 
are publicly read in the college without any material akeration, 
to this year 1703, with the Town's act authorizing the same. 
16SS. The council ordains the very seasons of the attendance 
of the magistrands, betwixt the rising of the college and hn>- 
reation, under certain penalties for each diet's absence ; and the 
regents to be accountable for the fines for buying books to 
diylUnrary. 

The magbtrates direct the regents and scholars only to ge 
to burials, as those who had been benefiKtors to the coUege, 
and other persons of eminence. 

16S8. Mr Robert Bum and Mr John Rankine, regents, 
1)0th deposed by the magistrates and mimstecs, because 
thought expedient, they holding their places at will alknarly | 
and Mr James Wiseman elected during their wUl allenariy. 

1639. Mr Alexander Henderson chosen rector ; his power 
and orders given him by the magistrates, as is recordedt 8th 
January 1640. 

August 9. Mr John Adamison, principal of the oolIq;e» 
elected by the magistrates, ministers, and regents^ to. the 
general assembly. 

December 17. Mr Duncan Forrest elected during the omw. 
cU's will, with provision of his obedienee to the council and 
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principal, observing the laws of the cdleg6, made or to be 
made by the patrons* 

1640. The first institution of a college treasdfer, and the 
rents of the college fully considered. 

July 4. Mr John Adamfton, principal of the college, elected 
by the magistrates, ministers, and regents, to be commissioner 
for the college to the next general assembly. 

1644. Mr John Sharp, profes$cnr of divinity, elected com- 
missioner to the general assembly by the Town-council. 

I$4f6. Several good acts anen^ the college, particularly for 
putting up a board for benefiurtors ; and appoints yearly visita- 
tions i and that the benefactors names be yearly read in pre< 
sence of the Provost, Bailies, Ministers^ Rector, and Assessors^ 
and the haill students and scholars. 

The magistrates appoint the regent's place of prayer, the 
timet of playing) &c. 

They appoint circulation at the laureations, and determine 
the fines 6[ tmnsgressors ; sind appoints the meetings of the fe« 
gents with the hebdomadaryi 

1646, November 2S. Mr Andrew Ramsay elected rector of 
the college ; and instructiohs given him^ as set down 8th Jan*i 
uary 1640# 

1648. Mr Alexander Colvill elected professor of divinity } 
atid Gideon Lithgo\)i^, priilter to the college, July 1648< 

1653, June 20. Mr Robert Leighton, primar, elected by 
the council and members of the college commissioner to the 
next General Assembly, June 29. 1668^ The council inti^ 
mates to the college, that the affairs of the college are to be 
treated of in the council ; that the regents and professors be 
sent for pro re nata i and declare the council's meeting in the 
college is only to see the council's acts to be put in eaeciltioa^ 

1665. Statutes, that the Provost of fdinbiicgh^ present aad 

c c 2 
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ro come, shall in all due cmmog be' rector and governor o^ 
die college. 

January 29. The council recommench k to the primary Mr' 
Colville, and the regents, to cause make ready an account of the* 
money coUected from the bajans and ms^traiids ; and ordains 
catalogues of the library to be alphabetically, and according to" 
the insdtntlon of the Praeses. 

July. The council appoints the lanreatbn to be in Lady 
Tester's Kirk on 19th July. 

The council elects Mr George Sinclair regent ; he dbeying; 
the instructions already prescribed and to be prescribed by 
the council. 

The said year, the eouncil elects Mr Andrew Ross regent,^ 
on Mr Sinclair's term^. 

1666« The council appmnts the laureation of the magis- 
trands of the college to be in the common hall, Monday nfpt^ 
in the fore and afternoon. 

The council elects Mr William Somervill Bibliotkecarim # 
found caution to observe all injunctions- given and to be giv«K 
by the council. 

1667, September. The council elects Mr William Pater- 
fiOn regent \ he obeying the injunctions already prescribed or 
to be prescribed by the council. 

167S, July 9. The council appoints Mr Pillans' class to \m 
laureated in the common halL' 

The council appoints the time of the laureSttion <ii Mf An> 
drew Ross hb class m the year 1674r. 

1674. Mr Alexander Dickson,^ professor of Hebrew^ his 
salary reduced to 700 merks, the Town not having a fond for 
such a profession in 1674, wanting a foundation for the pro- 
fessor. 

1680. Mr Alexander Douglas elected professor of Hebmr,. 
and to have 600 merks year^« 



1685. Dr SibbaM, Dr Pitcairn, and Dr Halket, dected pro- 
lessors of physic or medicine^ with express conditbn that thej 
were never to have any salary from the Town. 

1690, Mr WilHam Law, the first regent, elected, withojit 
uistructibnstn* conditions. 

March 5 and IS. The council order ]k& William Scott 
his magislrand class to be pufoHcly gradoated in the public 
hall of the college upon the first Juesday of May' next. 

Maj^ 13. A petition given sn by Mr William Scott, attested 
hy the rest of the masters of philosophy, representing several 
I'easons and insupportable difficulties why there could not be 
a ^ttUic laureation for the present year ; whereupon the coua- 
cil did permit and allow the lauf«ation to he private jpro Aac 
9f^, with sundry other instructions^i 

The council discharge and prohibit the regents, upon their 
pj^l, to graduate any in time coming, but such who take out 
a certificate or diploma with the town's seal, and poor scho-. 
Jars to have it gratis j and order that all certificates make hor 
nourable metitionof the Magistrates and Council ^ Edinburgh 
as patrons of the college. 

After a similar introduction a$ the foregoing, a minute of 
15th October 1705 thus proceeds :— r 

<< Notwithstanding feherepf, the niastors of tb^ said college, 
taking upon them of late to meet by themselves as an inde* 
pendent faculty of the said coUege, did, upon 20th January 
hst, make the fe^owing, viz. The faculty of philosophy with« 
in the city of Edinburgh, taking to their consideration the 
reasons offered by Mr Scott why |iis magistrand class should 
be privately graduated, and being fiilly satisfied with the same, 
do unsinimously, according to their undoubted right, contained 
tn the charter of erection, and their constant and uninterrupted 
fustom in such cases, appoint the said classes to be kureated pii* 
f ately upon the last Ti^eiday of April ms^, being the twentfr 
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seventh day of said month, as the said act, bearing US be signed 
by order, in and in presence, by Robert Henderson, their 
clerk, bears : As also, some of the said masters did lately 
claim a povlrer to themselves, separately from the magistrates 
and town-4:ouncil, to elect a commissioner to tha ensuing Ger 
neral Assembly, and, in face of the nrwn^-comiciiy protested 
for the same. '■ Therefore, the Lord Provost, Bailies, and 
Town-council, being met upon the foresaid occasion, in the 
said visitation, with the ministen pf Edinburgh, thereto called, 
did declare their just dissatisfaction with the foresaid act and 
proceeding of the said masters, being unwarrantable and unpre- 
cedented. But it being proposed, for the more peaceable and 
happy composure of those difierences, that the said masters 
should, in presence of the magistrates and towa-^ouQcil, with 
the said* ministers, convened in manner foresaid^ pass from 
their said act as unwarrantable, and submit themselves entir^y 
to the magistrates and town-^coundl, and order the. foresaid 
iaureation, as to time, pbce, and manner, as the council 
should think fit ; as also, to take vfp and withdraw their said 
protest, tak^Q. anent the electing a commissioner to t^ As« 
sembly ^ and that a committee of the towurcoundl might be 
appointed for revising the laws of the college prescribed to 
them by the town-council, and for making su^h other laws, 
after the council's hearing of the said masters, as may be thought 
proper, to 'prevent the lik;e mistakes in time coaix^, fqr the 
weel and benefit of th6 college. And said masters l^eiqg all 
present, and particularly interrogated, if thef agreed to the 
said proposals ; and they havinj^ each of th^m, for himself^ aiifl 
all of them together, declared their assent thereto } the «aid 
Magistrates and Town-council, with the advice of the said 
ministers, declared their acceptance of the said prqgKwaJl and 
agreement ; and thattbey would appoint a committee wiith the 
first cenveniencty for the ei|ds abov^ e^^pressed. And ^^7 or-^ 
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dained this act to be drawn up and extended upon the whole 
premises, and recorded in the books of the councQ^ relating to 
the cdlege, aijuturam rei memomm" 



No. II. 

ZUt of the Principals and Professors of the University 
of Edinburgh^ from the year 1700 to 1759. JSsr 
traded from the Roister of the Honourable the 
Town- council of Edinburgh^ 



Prinapah. 




- 


TVilliam Carstares, 


May 12. 


1708. 


William Wishart, 


June 1. 


1716.- 


William Hamilton, 


February 16. 


17S«. 


James Smith, 


Ji;ay 18. 


17SS. 


William Wishart, jun . 


November 10. 


1780^ 


John Goldie, 


f^ebruary 6. 


I7M. 

• 


Profes^n'f. 


• 


- 


George Meldmm, Divinity, 


December 84. 


170!. 


John Goodale, Hebrew, ^ 
Robert Stewart, 


November 6. 


170S. 


October 29. 


1?0S< 


Charles Preston, Botany, 


May a. 


1700^ 


Colin Drummond, 


October M. 


-1707. 


Charles Erskine, Law, 


November 7. 


i7or.: 


WilUaon Scott, Greek, 


June 16* 


1118.1 


Wniiam Law, Moral PhUosopby, 


July 


170&: 
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Drnnuncmd, conjanct Prcffestor of 

AmAooDf with R. HUioc, Saiy 2% IW^ 

William Hamilton, Divinity,. , Angmt 17. 1709- 

James Craig, Ciyil Law, October 18. 17 10. 

George Freston, Bptany, January 2. 1712, 

James iprauford. Chemistry^ December 9. 17I8, 

John M^ferill, Anatomy, October 4. 1714. 

James Crauford, Hebrew, August 2L 1719, 
{N, JB, This was the szm^ Dr Craufooxi whp was 
$rst Professor of Chemistry.) 

Charles Mackie, Universal Civil History, August 28. 1719. 

Alexander Monro, Anatomy, March 14. 1722* 
Alexander Bayne, Scots Law, November 2$. 1722. 
Charles Mackie, Universal Civil History 

and Antiquities, November 28« 1722^ 

William Porter£ield, Medicine, August 12. 1724. 

Adam ^ att. Humanity, August \9f 1785. 

Cotin M<Laurjni Mathematics, November 9. 1785« 

Joseph Gibsoni Midwifery, ]^ebr^arj 9^ 1T26. 

WiWam Scptr, lnn. Moral P hilosophy, Felnruary ^. l.7^« 

Ocdin DrumixxQpd) Greek, February 4. 17$0. 

Jphll Stevenso9» Li^gic and Meta|)hysicsj Febru^y 2f • 17S0, 

JWW Smithy jPiyii^ty, February 16. 17S2, 

Waiiam Dati^n, Hebrew, July 26. 1732, 

Thomas Dundas, Civil Law, , * Novei^be* !$• 1732. 

Jq1» f'riliglt^.SAora^ Philosophy, February 2d. 1734. 

Jtib* ^er* HutofiuAy, October 8, 1734. 

WUttam Kirkfwtrick, PublicT-aw, Noveipb^r 27, 1734. 

Gfotge Abercromby^ Public Law, December 17, 173ji. 

John Erskine, Scots Law, July 19, 1*^7. 

ip^trick Cumidmg, JEcdesiastic^l Hi^torj, Deceipber ^• 1737. 

QdMes Alston, fiotany, Hwch 3lt 1738^ 

»«eit Uw, Gre^k^ . f«fy»6-, ^7«i^ 
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Robert Smith, Midwifery, 

Robert Hunter, Greek, 

George Stewart, Humanity, 

John Stewart, Natural Philosophy, 

Kenneth MfKenzie, Civil Law, 

William Cleghorn, Moral Philosophy, 

Andrew St Clair, the Theory and Praq- 



December 14. 17S9. 

December 9, 1741. 

December 16. 1741, 

September 1. 1742. 

March I. 1745, 

June 5. 1745. 



tice of Medicine, 

John Rutherford, the Theory and Prac- 
tice of Medicine, 

Andrew Plummer, Medicine and Che- 



February 9. 1726. 



February 9. 1726. 



mistry. 


February 9. 


1726. 


John Innes, Medicine and Chemistry, 


February 9. 


1726. 


Robert Whytt, Medicine, 


August 26. 


1747. 


Mathew Stewart, Mathematics^ 


October 21, 


17*7. 


James Robertson, Hebrew, 


June 26. 


1751. 


John Gordon, Universal History^ Greek, 




and Roman Antiquities, 


December 26. 


176S. 


Robert Hamilton, Divinity, 


February 6. 


17£«. 


Alexander Monro, Anatomy, 


June 19 


1754. 


JTames Balfour, Moral Philosophy, 


August 28. 


1754. 


William Wallace, Universal Hi$tory« 


December 23. 


1754. 


Robert Dick, Qivil Law, 


January 22. 


1755. 


William Cullen, Chemistry;^ 


November 19. 


1755. 


Thomas ){oung, Midwifery, 


February 18# 


1756. 

* 



INDISX. 



A 

Aberdeen, mode of graduating therci u 27S. 

Adamson, John, Principal, i. 15S, 82S. 

Alcuinus founded the Palatine school, i. ]2. 

Alexandria, school of, encouraged by the Emperor, i. 9. 

Alston, Charles, Botany and Materia Medica, ii. 321. 

Anatomy, causes which retarded its progress, ii. I4f } profies*' 
sorship of, founded, 159. 

Aphthonius Progymnasmata, i. 89. . 

Arabic included under Grammar, i. 25. 

Archery practised,, u llS i encouraged, 292. 

Arithmetic, s. 31. 

Arts, seven liberal, i. 22 ; degrees in, 32 ; bachelor of,.41 ; 
licentiate or inceptor, 42 ; master, 43 ; doctor, 44. 

Assembly, General, consider the state of schools and colleges, 
i. 185; recommend the maintenance of universities to be 
increased, 195 ; correspondence between universities^ 195 i 
every presbytery to maintain a bursar, 196 ; give directions 
about visiting parish and other schools, 903* 

Assessors to be chosen^ i. 188 $ duty of, 188« 

Astronomy^ .i 32. 
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B 
BacoDi Lord^ i. 94. 
Balfbar, Sir Andrew, u 376. 
■ James, Moral Philosophf, ii. 874, 

Bsdilie, Robert, L 226, 249. 
Bayne, Alexander, Sqotish Law, iL 195. 
Besa, i. 104. 

Bbck-stone lesson, i. 234w . 
Blair, Patrick, ii. 827^ 
-— Robert, i. 225. 
Boyd, Robert^ Principal, !• 144» 
f Zacharias, i. 227. 
Bruce, Andrew, i. 286. 
Bumeti Thomas, L 816. 
Bursars to be maintained by presbyteries, i'19t. 

■■• 'C 

CajetanCan],L 119. 

Calvin, i. 104. 

Campbell, George, Divinity, i. 887 ^ u* & 

Cant, Andrew, Principal, i, 297. 

Car$tares, William, Principal, ii. 27 ; minister of the cityy 40 1 « 
intimate with Dr Pitcaim, 48 \ prevails ^n go ve r nm ent to 
encourage the universities, 44 ; Moderator of GoKeval As* 
sembly, 46 ; repairs to London, 46 v proposes a plan £ot 
the accommodation of Englishmen who ca^ne totlieiiiii« 
versity, 47 ^ his death and character, 66^ 

Chancellor of the University, i. 46. 

.. Vice, i. 47. 

Charles I. visits Scotland, i. 179. 

Charlemagne learned grammar after he vr^s thirty years o£ 
age, i. 11. 

C]|iarteris, Henry, Regent, i. 106 1 Principal, 119- < < 



It 
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C^Wt^iSi Wenrj, Professor of divhity, L 169". 
Chemistry, professorship of, H. 122^ 
Chesekleii, ii. 172. 

Cleghorni Wiltiam^ Moral Philosophy, ii. 3S9« 
* College repair to Linlithgow, on account of the plafguej i. 20Sii 
Collegium, origin of the word, u 16* 
Colt, Adam, Regent, i. lOl. 
Colville, Alexander, i. 225. 
CoWUe, William, Principal, i. 259, ^16. 
Commissioners from universities assemble, i. StiS, 286 
Confession of Faith, ir 95. 
Conventicles held in Edinburgh, i, 904. 
Council, Privy j order the oath of allegiance t& be taken bj ^t9 

students and regents, I 282 ; act of, in 1693, S4S. 
Covenant, National, i. 95, 162, 1»7, 284. 
Crawford, James, Cheoustry, ii. 124. 
Cromwell patronised the universities, u 96?« 
CuUen, William, ii. 876 et seq. 
Cumming, John, Eccle^astical Hifttory^ it. tB. 
" ■ — Patrick, ditto, ii. 819. ' 

Cursus P&ilatophicuSf a — proposed, i. 287| S5(k 

i)alzel. Professor Andrew,'i. 86. 

Damman, Sir Hadrian, Humanity^ i. tOSg &e« 

t).e|prees, in arts, i. 82 ; <mgin of, 41 ; manner of conferriilj^ 

them, 134. 
'■I Medical, mode of conferring them previous to 1?9^ 

iu 210 ^ account of the mode sincei 217 i adopted chieijf 

from Leyden, 217. 
Despauter, i. 65, 282. 
Dialectics, vide Logic 
l^ickson, Alexander^ Hebrew^ i 1i5$. 'ffi 
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« 

Dickson» Davidi i. 247. 

Dissenters, English, plan to adoommodite thenii iL 47, 55, 94* 

Divinity, Professor of, i. 102 $ to lectore twice a-week| 177.. 

— — -— Hall, library of, ii. 92. 

Dort, Synod of, remarks on it, i. 170. 

Douglas, Alexander, i. S16* » Im.. 

Robert, i. 195, 252, &c. " 

William; L 227. 

Dress, i. 51. 

Drununond, Adam, Anatomy, ii. 92, 164 • 

■ . -- Colin, iL 269. 
■ Provost Geot^, iL 185, &c. 2)S. 

I Joljin, L SI 6. 

William, of Hawthdmden,i.i:^(r. * 

Dundas, Lawrence, Humanity, L 321. 

Dunlop, Principal William, employed to negotiate the psissing 

of a grant to each of the universities, iL 2 1 receives L*lbO 

for his trouble, S. 
William, Divinity, U. 137. 

E 
Education of youth has enjoyed the attention of all civilised 

nations, i. 1 ; committed totlie ministers of religion, 3 ; to 

the magi in Persia, 3 ; and to the priests in Egypt, 3. 
Elliot, Robert, Anatomy, ii. 159, &6« 
English dissenters, plan to accommodate them, ii. 47, 55^ 94. 
Erigene, John Scot, one of the first masters in the university 

of Paris, L 11. 
Enkine, Charles, Regent, ii« 6 ; Law of Nature and Nations, 

59, 65, 68. 
i John, Scotish Law, lu 317« 

Dr John, u 318. ^ 

Ethics Uud^, ii^ 
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F 

Faculties, three, i. S2 j in the umvenity of Edinborghi SO. 

Faculty, meaning of the word, i. 21. 

Fairlej, James, Regent, i. 173. 

Ferme, Charles, ditto, i. 105. 

Florantin, A. Amadeus, Hebrew, u 905* 

FountainhalFs decisions, i. 316. 

Fraserburgh, a college projected there, u 105« 

G 

Geometry, i. 32* 

Gibson, Joseph, Midwifery, ii« 254, 260^ 

Goldie, John, Divinity, iL 283 ; cluef cause of the secession, 

285. 
Goodale, John, Hebrew, ii. 13« ' 
Graduation, the first, L 102 s in 1660, 274. 
Grammar, what induded under it, i. 13, 22. 
Greek, the language of philosophy among the Romans, i. 7 ; 
4feid(fed under grammar, 24 ; progress of the study of it^ 

^5 'f professorship of, proposed, 325 ; appointed, ii, 71, 85* 
Gregory, David, Mathematics, i..806, 316; ii. 82. 

James, primus^ i. 293 ; ii. 84. 

Grotius, Hugo, his character, ii. 61 ; his treatise DeJure Bellf 

ac Pads, 62. 

« 

H 
Halkett, Dr, Medicine, i. 308. 
Hamilton, Robert, Divinity, ii. 366, 

WiUiam, ditto, u. 98. . 

Hebrew taught in the Palatine school, i. 13 $ included under 
. .grammar, 25 1 profiessonbip of, founded, 20Q» 
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Henderson, Aldxander, Rectori L 191 ; moderator at Giasgoir 

in 1638» 191. 
Hii^h-schooly i 63 ; regulations concemidg, iL 109* 
History, natural, proposed to be taught, li. 57j 
Hunter, CosinograpIiia,i« 91; 

i ■ Robert, Greek, ii. S31. 

Hutcheson, Francis, i. 238 ; ii« 3iO« 
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I 

Infirmary, Royal, Edinburgh, ii. 186, 213. 

Innes, John, Medicine, ii. 204, 212. 

James VI. his charter, i. 71 ; App. L vide 94 ; his return t# 

Scotland, 136 ; proposed to patronize the cc^lege^ 19d* 
Johnst<m, Ar. i. 142. 
■ ■ Dr Robert, a benefactor, i. 195. 

Jurisprudence, natural, ii. 60. 

i T i — Roman^ superior to Greekj i. 7. 

•I 

K 
Keill^ John, ii. BS. #* # 

Keith, William, DiTinity, L 276, 286^ 
Ker, John^ Humanity, ii. 896« 
King, William, Regent, L 133- 

t 

Latin ceased to be spoken at Rome, i^ 9 ; Ronfian service tor h€ 
in, 10; European laws promulgated in, II ; inchided un« 
der grammar, 22 ; plans for teaching, 217« 

Law, Robert, Moral Philosophy, ii^ 83K 

— . William, Philosophy, ii. 73, 84. 

Law> C^mon, L 36« 

Civil, or Romati^i i 39 ^ ii. 11 ^ ^Professorship of^ iKU^ 



INDEX. ' 4J7 

Law, Scotish, (xrofessorslup of, instituted, ii. 195* ^ 
Lawsi a professor of, projected, i. 107, 257. 
Laws for the univer^ty, i. 155 ; Hew modeUed^ u. 36^ &c. ' 
LawsoDi Jaines, i. 63) 74« 
Leighton, Robert, Principal, i. 262, 269. . 
Library visited by college cominitteey ii. 85. . 
' i ' ■■ divinity-hall, ii. 92, ; . / ■ 

Liddelf Duncan, i« 142» 
Literature, oriental^ state of^ at the commencemetit of eighteenth 

coatUFy, ii..l3, &c. 
Littil, William, and Henry Nestor, to devise the order of teach^ 

ing, i. 76. / 

Logic, i. 28. 

Lombard, Peter, hu book of sentences, i. 36*. 
Luther, i. 103. 

M • . , 

Mace, college, borrowed by the council, i. 264». 
M^Ewen, James, opens a house for the accommodation of 
: students, iL 94*. 
M<Gill, John, Anatomy, ii. 165. 
Macky, Charles, Civil History, ii. 140. 
M^Laurin, Colin, Mathematics, ii. 221, &c. 
Mary, Queen, her charter, i. 74. 
Massie, Andrew, i. 315, 379; ii. 31« 
Mathematics, i. 293. ^ 
Maxwell, John, Bishop, ^171. 
Medical school, foundation of, iL 145. 
■ degrees, vide Degrees. . 

Medicine, i. ^. 

Meldrum, George, Divinity, ii. 8, 10. 
Memorial of the Senatus Academicus^ i. 345. 
Menzies, John, Divinity, u 308. .' 

Vol. IL p d 
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Metaphysics^ PrbCsssof of^ L 177; aocaant of t)ie^ tsuiglit« ii« 

75. 
MiddktoD) Afexatidar, L 98& 
Minister of the city, his duties about the begieniiig of die 

eighteenth century, iL 98. 
Monro, Dr Alexander, Principal^ 1 S09. 
'■ Alexander, primust Anatomy, iL 166 ; xepawed to 

London, 171 ; attended Cheselden, 172 ; went to Pari8» 

l75s list of tht number of stndenta who attended him» 179; 

assisted by Provost Dnunmondt 184b } his orteoiogy 

published^ l«a 

sectmdus^ Anatoniy, iL 969« 



Monteith, Alexander, proposes to- procure dead bodies for dis- 
section^ li. 149. 

*— -* Robert, Regent^ i. l72* 

Moore, Dr James^ 'u 86. 

Morison, Alexander^ Rector^ L 168; 

^— Dr, I 872. 

Robcii, iL 926. 

the first who publiclyi in Eurdjpe, dissected i 
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body, ii. 147. 
Music, i. 82. > 

N 
Napier, Lord, i 152. 
Nations, origin of, L 18 ', the number diEEawtf 19 ; genoilly 

four, 20. 
Natural Hbtory proposed to be tauj^ ii 57* 
■ • Philosophy, ii. 80. 

Newton^ Adam, Humanityi L 108. 

O 

Officers of the univernty^ L 57« 
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Orator Aadtm&an proposed^ {• 849, 

Orieiital literature, sts|t^ fil^ at the be^nniBg ef eighteenth 

centuryi ii. IS, &c. 
Otto, Julius Couadusj^ Hebrew, i^ 2Q0» 

p 

Palatine school founded, i. 1^ ^ Hebrew taught in, 18^ 

Parens, David, i. 213. 

Paris, vide University. 

Patrons and Professors dispute, ii* }5; recjoncikd* 1S5. 

Philosophicus cursus, a — proposed, i. 237, 350. 

Philosophy not rewarded by the st^^te among the Greeks or 

Romans, i. 5. 
-— — — natural, ii. 80. 
Physicians, college of, i. 365, 375. 
Physics, derived from Egypt, i. 5. 
Pitcairn, Dr Archibald, Medicine, i. 308, 371 ;.ii|tiinate with 

Principal Carstares, it. 43 ; his death, 1^^ i^count of him| 

127, 148. 
Iplague in Edinburgh, i. 93 | appears agaiiii 12Q ^ and again^ 

204. 

Plummer, Andrew, Medicine, ii. 204, 212, 215. 

Forterfield, William, ditto, ii. 199. 
Presbyterians persecuted, L 295. 

Presbyteries to mai^itain bursars, i. 198. 

Preston, Charles, Botany, iL 40« 

■ ■ ' George, ditto, iL 119. 

Principal, i. 49. 

i Subji. 49. 

Fringle, Sir John, Moral Philosophy, U. 28& 

Printers to print no pajpers without affixing tl^eir names, it* 

69« 
Pritileges of uoiTersitiiSt L f$» 
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Professc^rs dispute with Patronsi^ii. 15 % recdH^SkAy 1S5. 
Protestants, foreign, great connexioa between them and Sect* 

land, i. 199, 
Provosti Lord, declares faiAiself Rector, i.'^78; ' 
Psalmody, Scotish, i. 22^. , 
Pu^endorff, Samuel, his elements of universal jurisprudence) 

ii. 63. 

R 
Kaban, one of the first masters in the university of Paris, u 

U. 
Rabin, Paulas Stialitt, i. 281 

Bamsay, Andrew, Divinity, i. 141, 223 ; Rector, 252. * 
» Sir Andrew, i. 299. 

RamuS) Peter, i. 87 ; his dialectics, 88. 
Rebellion in 1715, ii. 135 ; in 1745, its effects cm the uni« 

versity,^ 344. 
Rector, i. 47 ; to be chosen, 188 ; duty of, 188 ; proposed to 

be chosen, 341. 
Regents, precedence of, i. 167« ^ 

Regulations for the university, i. 155 ; new modelled, ii. 36, 

&c. 
Reid, James, Regent, i. 130, 150. 
Religion of the Greeks and Romans never reduced to a system^ 

L 4. 
Restoration, state of the university at the, i. 870, &c« 
Rhetoric taught before Logic, i. 27. ^' ' 

Riots in the college, L 338. 
Robertson, George, Regent, i. 116. 
■ James, Hebrew, ii. 360. 

RoUock, Hercules, his poems published} u li8« 
'■ Robert, Regent, i. 74,, 77 ; his course, 82 \ Principal, 

&7 \ his works, 104; salary increased^ 1 12 ; death, 116. . 
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Hules for teaching in the university^ il ?6. 
Rule, Alexander, Hebrew, i. S2S *, ii. !!•. 
-— Gilbert, Principal, i. S19 ; a warm defender of the re- 
volution settlement, ii. 9. ^ 
Rutherford, John, Medicine, ii. 204, 2iS. 
I Samuel, i. 247* 

Sacroboscu's, John, De Sphxro, i. 91, 133« 
St Clair, Andrew, Medicine, ii, 204, 212. 
Sands, Patrick, Regent, i. 106 ; Principal, 141* 
School, High, i. 63 ; regulations concerning, ii. IDS. 

' ■ Medical,' foundation of, ii. 145. 
Scott, William, publishes an abridgment of Grotius' treadse^ 

ii. 65 -, Greek, 72 ; Moral Philosophy, 267. 
Fcrimger, Alexander, Regent, i. lOl. 
Secession, Professor Goldie chief cause of the, ii. 285* 
Selden, J«hn, his work De Jure, &c« ii. 62. 
Seminaries of instruction first opened to procure ^a comfortable 

subsistence, i. 6. i 

Service-Book introduced, i. 184. 
Sharp, John, Divinity, L 174. 
Sibbald, Sir Robert, Medicine, i. 308 ; extracts from his life, 

362 ; proposes to teach Natural History and Medicine, ii* 

57. 
Simson, Professor John, his case abated in the. Senatus 

Academiats, iL 263 ; minutes of council in regard to this, 

265. • 

Smith, Robert, Midwifery, ii. 330. 

Stevenson, Andrew, Regent, resists Charles' measures, i. 183. 
■ John, Logic and Metaphysics, ii. 269. 

Stevrart, John, Natural Philosophy, ii. 336. 
Stewart, Matthew, Mathematics, ii. 357. 
■ Robert^ Regent^ ii. 32, 
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Strachaa^ Johiij Divinityy i« 308. 

Strang, Johni L 224. 

Scaarty Georget Hiiinaiik7» ii. SS5. 

Students attend church in a body, i, I12> 179; deaertioD of, 

122 ; application to preYeilt this^ 122| 12^. 
Surgeons' petition to Town-council, ii. 1 5$* 
Sutherland, James, Botany, i. 273. 
Sydserf, Thomas, Bishop, L 171« 
jSyriac included under Gnutmuqr> L 25. 

T 
Tala^us, Rhetoric of, L 88* 
Teaching, rules for, ii« 70. 
Theology, manner in which it was studied, L 33. 
Theses, first account of them, u 1S8. 
Tran, John, i. 286. 
Trial, coa^aratire, manntr of conducting it in 1700, iL S, &c. 

U 

Union, its effect upo^ the universiti^, 8cc. ii. 42. 

Universities, Scotish, imitated that of Parisy i 15 ; correspon* 
dence between, recommended, 195^ receive a gift from 
King WilKam, a. 2. 

Univo'sity, origin of the word^^ i« 15. 

I ■ - of Edinburgh, foundation of, \. 58, &c» i regulations 

for the, 155; new noddled, iL S6» 8^. i address her Ma- 
jesty, 45 % rules for teaching in the, 70. 
Varis, account of, i. 12. 
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Ursin, Zachary, i. 213. 

V 
Visitation by the Magistrates, i. 114; ii» 17f 101. 
— royal, ordered, i. 298| 3 10. 
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Visitors appointed for the universities, i. 209, 239. 
Vossius, 6. J* L 283. 

W 

Webster, Alexander, inducted into Edinburgh, instead of 

Principal Wishart, ii. 308. 
Wfaytt, Robert, Medicine, ii. 345. 
William, King, gift of, to the universities^ ii. 2. 
Wishart, William, primiu. Principal, ii. 137. 
■ — secundus, ditto, iL 305. 

Wood, John, i. -306. 

Y 

Young, Alexander, Bbhop, i. 299. 
— Andrew, Mathematics, i. 150. 
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